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San Francisco is generally dated 1849-50 although it may incorporate
older construction. It is built on a brick platform approximately

100 feet square, said to be 6 feet deep, and exposed as the flooring of
the ground story. Although having similarities to the local raised
cottages, it is of a scale to merit comparison to villas with pianos
nobile, such as the first owner may have known in southern France.

The exterior is a layer cake. The ground floor is extremely simple with
square plastered brick columns supporting the gallery across the front
and halfway back the sides. The front entrance is reached by a divided
stair which rises from the front corners of the house to the central
opening in the gallery. The fluted wood columns with cast-iron Corinthian
capitals support an arcuated architrave beneath an overhanging deck.

The stair balusters are of turned wood, the gallery railing of cast iron
and the deck railing of wood. The attic, which begins at the deck, is

a Victorian construction which gives the house a unique silhouette some-
times identified as 'Steamboat Gothic." Paired louvered openings alter-
nate with ornate brackets under an immense cornice. The hip roof is
pierced by tall dormers with diamond-paned, Tudor-arched windows and is
crowned by a rectangular clerestory, flat-roofed and elaborately railed.

The plan is as unique as the exterior. The principal floor is arranged
in suites of parlor, foyer, and bedroom on either side of the central
hall which leads to the dining room, centered in the rear between stair
wells. The rear corner rooms may once have been servants' rooms or
dressing rooms but have been converted to baths. The interior decoration
includes fluted Corinthian columns and fine mantels and moldings but is
most notable for paintings attributed to Dominique Canova on wood ceiling
and door panels. Although legend claims the immense attic was used as a
ballroom, the narrow access stairs and obstructive roof support structure
refute that possibility.

Where now the levee and road squeeze between the house and the Mississippi
River, at one time there are said to have been gardens leading to the
water, There are no extant outbuildings and the flanking cisterns have
suffered hurricane damage

There are conflicting legends relating to the naming of the plantation
by its first owner, Edmond Marmillion. The first suggests the name
celebrated the gold rush of 1849 and was chosen by Mme. Marmillion. The
other attributes it to a misunderstood French phrase, ''son saint-frusquin
literally meaning '"the shirt off his back," supposed to have been
Marmillion's assessment of its cost of construction.

For the past 20 years the property has been in the custody, though not
the ownership, of Mr. and Mrs. Clark Thompson. Their maintenance of the
house as their home and private museum has prevented its demolition by
neglect and provided continuing repair. It has also made San Francisco
accessible to the public.
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is popularly understood.

of the parlors.

- Unique among all plantation houses in its foundation structure, plan,
and silhouette, San Francisco is unquestionably a landmark as that term

and Swedish periodicals as one:of the major sights of the New Orleans
area. The exterior combines a variety of architectural motifs in a

design dominated by an immense and ornate roof construction. The interiofr
is notable for the paintings which ornament the ceilings and door panels

It has been pictured in American, British,
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oRGM YN of Historic and Architectural Surveys, PATE
National Park Service 1/17/74
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set

level of significance of this nomination is:
National ([} State [] Local [
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forth by the National Park Service. The recommended-:
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Date
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Duate

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Date

GPO 931-894
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