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1. NAME OF PROPERTY

Historic Name: Villien, Dr. Joseph Angel House 

Other Name/Site Number: ^—x/ I 0

2. LOCATION

Street & Number 

City/Town 

State: Louisiana

200 West Joseph Street 

Maurice 

Code: LA County: Vermilion

Not for publication: NA

Vicinity: NA

Code: 113 Zip Code: 70555

3. STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby 
certify that this _X_ nomination __ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation 
standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and 
professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property _X_ meets __ does 
not meet the National Register Criteria.

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 
Nationally:_ Statewide:_ Locally:_X_

June 21, 2001U t tj7"Lj} ML{^\ 
of Certifying Official/f iitle Jonathan FrickerSignature

D&tJTY SHPO
Dept of Culture, Recreation and Tourism

State or Federal Agency and Bureau

Date

In my opinion, the property __ meets __ does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of Commenting or Other Official/Title Date

State or Federal Agency and Bureau
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4. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CERTIFICATION

I hdreby certify that this property is:

Entered in the National Register 
Determined eligible for the National Register 
Determined not eligible for the National Register 
Removed from the National Register 
OjbeA(explain)-

lignature of Keeper Date of Action

5. CLASSIFICATION

Ownership of Property 
Private: X 
Public-Local: __ 
Public-State: __ 
Public-Federal:

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing

7

Category of Property 
Building(s): X 
District: _ 
Site: _ 
Structure: _ 
Object: _

Non contributing 
2 buildings

__ sites
_ structures
_ objects 

2 Total

Number of Contributing Resources Previously Listed in the National Register: 0 

Name of Related Multiple Property Listing: NA
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6. FUNCTION OR USE

Historic: Domestic Sub: Single Dwelling/secondary structure 
Current Domestic Sub: Single Dwelling/secondary structure

7. DESCRIPTION

Architectural Classification: Queen Anne Revival 

Materials:

Foundation: brick 
Walls: weatherboard 
Roof: asphalt 
Other:



NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES NOMINATION
NFS Form 10-900 USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86) OMB No. 1024-0018

VILLIEN, DR. JOSEPH ANGEL HOUSE, Maurice, Vermilion Parish, LA Page 4
United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

Describe Present and Historic Physical Appearance.

The Dr. Joseph Angel Villien House (c. 1895) is a one-and-one-half-story frame Victorian 
cottage in the Queen Anne Revival style. It stands on a generous parcel of land located on the 
outskirts of Maurice, a small village in Vermilion Parish. The home has received alterations since 
construction but retains its National Register eligibility.

Although the Villien family (still owners of the home) believes the house to have been built 
c. 1890 and remodeled to achieve its present Queen Anne appearance over the next few years, 
there is no conclusive architectural evidence to support this. For the purposes of this nomination, 
the house will be dated to c. 1895.

Queen Anne features distinguishing the home include:

1. an asymmetrical floorplan accompanied by cross gable massing,

2. three polygonal bays,

3. a wraparound gallery, and

4. the presence of texture, created by:

a) the front gallery's elaborate Eastlake columns, balusters and brackets,

b) additional brackets (of a different design) above the forty-five degree corner cuts of the 
polygonal bays,

c) the use of corner boards on the angles of the polygonal bays,

d) decoratively molded chimney tops, and

e) the back gallery's cutwork balustrade.

The home's floorplan (please refer to drawing) has evolved over the years - at least at the 
rear. The plan is organized around a central hall flanked by multiple rooms on each side. 
Sometime during the historic period there was an expansion/remodeling at the rear of the house, as 
is clear from a c. 1908 photo. The photo shows a gallery (partially enclosed) across the rear and 
continuing down a two-bay kitchen ell wing. According to family tradition, the rear was changed to 
its present appearance in the 1920s. Historic materials were evidently re-used, adding to the 
difficulty of determining with absolute certainly the exact evolution of this elevation. Apparently the 
old kitchen ell was incorporated in the expansion. The re-worked rear features a gallery with a 
small room at one end. The gallery, with its Eastlake posts and brackets and a cutout balustrade, 
matches that shown in the c. 1908 photo. Presumably old materials were reused.
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At some point the home's staircase, which was located in the north side rear (dining) room 
and turned at a right angle, was moved into the central hall and its configuration changed to a mostly 
straight flight with a sharp curve at the bottom. It was also probably at this time that one room was 
finished in the attic area.

The building's interior decorative woodwork features molded door and window surrounds with 
bull's eye corner blocks, a wide opening surmounted by a seven light transom separating the parlor 
and dining room, four period mantels (one with overmantel) apparently chosen from catalogs, four- 
panel doors, and the stairs.

Recently, the home has been rehabilitated by a descendant of the original owner. Work 
associated with this project includes the following:

1. modernization and relocation of the kitchen from the former "ell" to the third room on the 
home's north side (the former dining room), and relocation of the dining room to the north 
side's central space.

2. the replacement with storage closets of a bath created during the 1920s additions. The 
closets open into the central hall. The rest of the original kitchen (in the former "ell") has 
been subdivided to create a hallway and utility/butler's pantry. The hallway opens into the 
room on the corner of the rear gallery. A small Eastlake portico providing entrance to the 
new hallway has been constructed on the home's north side.

3. the installation of new floors in two rooms, as their older floors had been damaged beyond 
repair; and the installation of additional foundation piers at the rear of the home.

4. the subdivision of the south side rear room to create a small half-bath opening into the 
central hall and a larger master bath suite and closet connecting to the south side's middle 
room.

5. additional subdivision and finishing of the attic space and rebuilding of chimneys which 
had previously been cut off at the roofline.

Despite the modern changes, the home retains all of its Queen Anne Revival features. It is 
these motifs that give the residence its architectural significance. As a landmark within the 
architectural heritage of Maurice, the Villien House is a strong candidate for National Register listing.

Contributing Elements:

Six additional buildings on the Villien property are being classified as contributing elements 
because they appear to be contemporaneous with the home and served it as dependencies. All are 
located in a rough line behind the house. They include a large mule barn, a potato shed, a "helper's 
house" (perhaps built before the main house was started and where a hired man later lived), a privy, 
a small building where power (presumably carbide gas) for the main house's lights was generated, 
and a second large barn. All are made of wood (mainly board and batten) and have metal roofs.
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Non-Contributing Elements

Two more buildings are located on the property. These include a new (built in 1999) board 
and batten storage shed with metal roof and a late 1940s frame garage with an asphalt shingle roof. 
The latter served the house for only a brief time during the historic period and will soon be replaced.

8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Applicable National
Register Criteria: A_ B_ CX D_

Criteria Considerations NA
(Exceptions): A_ B_ C_ D_ E_ F_ G

Areas of Significance: Architecture

Period(s) of Significance: c. 1895

Significant Dates: c. 1895

Significant Person(s): NA

Cultural Affiliation: NA

Architect/Builder: Unknown
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State Significance of Property, and Justify Criteria, Criteria Considerations, and Areas and Periods of 
Significance Noted Above.

The Dr. Joseph Angel Villien House is locally significant as an architectural landmark within 
the Vermilion Parish village of Maurice. It achieves this distinction because of its rarity as well as its 
elaborate Queen Anne Revival decorative features.

Maurice is named for town founder Maurice Villien (father of the physician for whom the Dr. 
Joseph Angel Villien House is named). Maurice Villien was a merchant who had operated 
businesses in New Orleans and New Iberia before coming to Vermilion Parish. He also seems to 
have had landholdings in the area. Villien and his wife built a combination home and grocery store 
(not the candidate) at the present site of Maurice in 1870. Incorporation as a town came in 1911. 
Electricity arrived in 1929. A private telephone service operated until Bell South absorbed it in 1946. 
Population was 330 in 1930, the first time the village was included in the census. It had risen to 478 
in 1980, but has probably fallen since that date.

Today Maurice is a small village dominated by the four lane highway (US 167) which bisects 
it. The community has no central business district; instead, its few businesses are scattered on both 
sides of the highway. There are no commercial buildings of architectural interest. For the most part, 
the village's domestic buildings are equally uninspired. A windshield survey of the community found 
a few simple bungalows, a number of simple frame cottages and asbestos shingled houses dating 
from the 1920s through the 1950s, some slab-on-grade ranch houses, many trailers, and eight 
dwellings showing the influence of the Queen Anne style. Of the latter, the candidate is by far the 
finest, for its stylistic details are more ornate than those found on any of the other examples.
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9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Historic photographs of Villien House; copies in National Register file. 

Site visit by National Register staff.

Vermilion Historical Society, History of Vermilion Parish, Louisiana. Dallas, Texas: Taylor Publishing 
Company, 1983.

Windshield survey of Maurice by National Register staff. 

Previous documentation on file (NFS): NA

_ Preliminary Determination of Individual Listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested.
_ Previously Listed in the National Register, (partially)
_ Previously Determined Eligible by the National Register.
_ Designated a National Historic Landmark.
_ Recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey: #
_ Recorded by Historic American Engineering Record: #

Primary Location of Additional Data:

X State Historic Preservation Office 
_ Other State Agency 
_ Federal Agency 
_ Local Government 
_ University 
_ Other (Specify Repository):

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Acreage of Property: 8.748 acres

UTM References: Zone Easting Northing
15 584020 3330680

Verbal Boundary Description:

The nominated area consists of Tract A and Tract B, as delineated on the attached property plat map.

Boundary Justification:

Boundaries follow current property lines to encompass the house, its various historic dependencies and 
sufficient acreage to convey the setting. (It was impossible to follow historic property lines because Dr. 
Villien's acreage has been subdivided over the years.)
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11. FORM PREPARED BY

Name/Title: National Register staff

Address: Division of Historic Preservation, P. O. Box 44247, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804

Telephone: (225) 342-8160

Date: April, 2001

PROPERTY OWNERS

Dr. and Mrs. Marc J. Villien 
200 West Joseph Street 
P. O. Box 68
Maurice, Louisiana 70555 
Phone: (337) 898-2217 (Home) 

(337) 898-6552 (Work)
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SURVEYOR'S CERTIFICATE:

I, JOSEPH E. SCHEXKAIDER, A REGISTERED PROFESSIONAL LAND SURVEYOR, 00 
HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS SURVEY MAS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
APPLICABLE STANDARDS OF PRACTICE FOR THE STATE OF LOUISIANA AND MEETS THE 
MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR A CLASS "C" SURVEY IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
LOUISIANA MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR PROPERTY BOUNDARY

e.JULjJ.
JOSEPU'f. SCHEXNAIDER 
REGISTERED PROFESSIONAL 
LAND SURVEYOR NO. 3367

MOTE:
Subject property is located partially in Zone B and in Zone C as 
determined froa Flood Insurance Rate Map, Vermilion Parish, 
(Unincorporated Areas) Conunity Ho. 220221. Panel Mo. 0150 0, 
effective date Nay 15. 1985.
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