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1. Name
historic Ware Center Historic District
and or common Same
2. Location
street & nunber Route 9 east andwest of Greenwich Plains Road N/A not for publication
city, town Ware N/A vicinity of
state Massachusetts code 025 county Hampshire code 015
3. Classiffication
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public occupied X agriculture museum
building(s) X private unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational A private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment X religious
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific
n being considered yes: unrestricted Industrial transportation
no military other: Grange Hall

4. Owner off Property

nane multiple; seeattached Iist

street & numtier

city, town vicinity of state
5. Location off Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Hampshire County Registry of Deeds
street & number Hampshire County Hall of Records

city, town Northampton state Massachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

titte Inventory of the Historic Assets of has this property been determined eligible? yes no
the Qommonweai tn ot Massachusetts
date AANN Seetext for form #s federal _JL_ state county locai

depository lof survey records Mas.sRP.hus.ett... M tr.r\r A

80 Boyl ston Street
cH, town  Boston state
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7. Description
VWare Center Historic District, Ware, Massachusetts

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated X unaltered _x_ original site
X good ruins altered moved date JVA
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Town of Ware as a whole is characterized by wooded terrain folded into a
series of north/south ridges or drumlins. The Ware Center Historic District
is an early settlement strip following the main east-west highway. Route 9,
for approximately nine-tenths of a mile between two such drumlins and the
rolling hilltop land beyond the westmost of them. Ware Center, as its name
suggests, is roughly equidistant from the four corners of the town, especially
in the east/west direction. For that reason, it was chosen in 1750 as the
site of the First Congregational Meeting House, which served as a focus for
later 18th century village settlement. The church--rebuilt in 1799~is still
the architectural focus of the district. In its immediate vicinity are
buildings that served some institutional or commercial purpose: school,
tavern, wheelwrights' shop. Further from the crossroad, in either direction,
are residences and farmhouses, increasingly widely spaced.

The district encompasses 20 ihv/~ntir-fed properties, including the four recent
intrusions. Among the historic properties, all but the church and the former
school remain or have been converted to single-family residential use. They
range in documented age from 1759, the date of the Rev. Ezra Thayer house on
the western margin of the district, to the ca. 1860 Cowles house at the
eastern edge and the 1872 school west of the church. The general
architectural character of the village is that of the early 19th century, the
period of its greatest expansion and centrality to town life. Thus, late
Georgian, Federal, Greek Revival, and modem Victorian eclectic styles are in
evidence, all at an appropriately modest vernacular level. The state of
preservation of the buildings, as described in the following individual
inventory entries, is generally good and in some cases excellent. The open
spaces between the buildings, comprised of fields, streams, stone walls, and
in one case a lane of sugar maples, also preserve important aspects of a
colonial and early Federal New England place.

The following is a description of key and representative buildings in the
district.

1. Rev. Ezra Thayer House, south side Belchertown Road, east of Babcock Tavern
Road (ca. 1759, Photograph # 2, 3, and 18) Inv. #102.

Two-story frame house with side-facing gables and close eaves; five-by-two
main block with five-by-two bay, one-and-a-half-story rear lean-to producing

Continued
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"saltbox" profile. Side-lighted center entry; windows mostly 6/6 on first
floor and 2/2 on second; low stone foundation, and asbestos shake siding.
Original interior chimneys removed, kitchen windows in west end reworked.
Hilltop location; site surrounded by open fields, stone walls. Domestic
outbuildings behind house; pair of large frame barns (probably early 20th
century; one gambrel roofed and one gabled with hay hook) immediately across
highway. Property contributes to the district in style, scale, and setting as
well as in unusually strong historical associations.

The Thayer house dates from early in the tenure of Rev. Ezra Thayer, who was
called to the Ware River parish in 1758. His salary was partly in cash and
partly in land. On petition from the parish, John Reed, Jr. gave Thayer a
50-acre parcel. Thayer seved as minister for 16 years until his untimely
death at age 42. He is buried behind the Ware Center Meetinghouse (see
inventory #12).

2.Pliny Hill Farmhouse, north side Belchertown Road, east of Babcock Tavern Road
(ca. 1849).

* One-and-a-half story main block with side-facing gables and eave returns;
hip-roofed cross-facade front porch (modern enclosure); right rear one-story
wing with right side open porch; attached modern garage extreme right rear.
Clapboard siding, stone foundation, 2/2 lights, left of center rebuilt brick
chimney. Outbuilding complex includes large gabled bank barn on tall brick
basement at left. Hill-side location; house lot surrounded by open fields,
fine stone walls; avenue of sugar maples at right. Property contributes to
the district in material, style, scale, and setting.

This property was in possession of Pliny Hill of Ware until 1853, and the
vernacular Greek Revival farmhouse is likely the product of an 1849 contract
into which Hill entered with builder Ebenezer Burt. In that contract Burt
agreed to build on Hill's farm a clapboard house, 18 feet wide by 34 feet
long, with 13-foot posts, and an "ell part" 16 feet wide and 22 feet long with
eight-foot posts. The whole was to be "finished in as good style and with as
good lumber as said Burt built for said Hill in Ware Village," except that the
front door was not to be recessed. Burt was paid $614 and salvage rights to
an old house on the property.

3. Jonathan King House, north side Belchertown Road between Babcock Tavern and
Fisherdick Roads, (ca. 1850, photograph #4).

Two-story, five-by-two bay main block with side-facing gables and eaves
returns, left rear one-and-a-half story ell with added shed dormer and
subsidiary one-story utility wing at extreme left rear. Center entrance.

Continued
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irregular fenestration, wndows 66 |ights above and 22 below Sone side

w ndows reworked. Asbestos shake siding; rebuilt center brick chi nmey;
foundation nasked. Early (ca. 1850) frane barn with stone foundation and eave
returns. Site surrounded open fields; stone wall in front. Despite
noticeable alterations the property nakes a nodest contribution to the
district in style, scale, and setting.

This appears to be the house associated with J. King on 1860 and 1873 naps of

Vere Center. |In 1828 Jonathan King, identifiedas a yeonan, acquired what was
probably this house | ot on the north side of the road from Vdre Meeting Huse
to Bglz%lertov\n. The seller was Rufus King, physician of Vdre, and the price

Vs :

4o Sophi @ Jocel yn House, south side Bel chertown Road west of Fisherdick Road,
(ca. 1840, photograph #5).

(ne-and-a-hal f story vernacular Geek Revival house, sidehall plan wth
front-facing gable and eave returns; left rear one-story wng wth right side
encl osed porch. Weod clapboard siding, 66 lights, stone foundation and
stoop; rebuilt interior chinmey on right side of roof. Swall period frane
back barn wth surviving stone hitching post at right; board and batten siding
survives on side elevations. HIlltop setting, open fields. This property
contributes to the district in material, style, scale, ad setting.

The chain of title to this property is difficult to trace beyond the 1860s,
wen it cane into the Gunmings famly. Sophia Jocelyn is the nane associ ated
wth iton the earliest available nagp that of 1854

5. DeSantis House, north side Bel chertown Road, west of Fisherdick Road (second
quarter 20th century).

(ne-and-a-hal f story Colonial Revival-style dwelling; rectangular nain bl ock
wth side facing gables, offset right rear section under saltbox roof,

enclosed front porch, small right end enclosed porch, cinderblock garage right
rear. (Goncrete foundation, alumnumsiding, sone 22 lights first floor. MNw
brick chimmey. Nbdern bl ockout buildings left rear, ganbrel-roofed franed
barn with concrete block first story right rear. Setting near western edge of
village center, with open fields to west. Property appears to date, at |east
in itspresent form fromca. 1930-40; as such it cannot be said to contribute
to the district, but itis conpatiblewth itin scale, style, and function.

There vas a dwelling in this location at |east fromthe md to late 19%th
century, associated on early naps first with the nane of King (see also
Jonathan King House) ad then wth the nane of Aldrich. Wether a house of

Gont i nued
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that vintage is contained within the present DeSantis house is uncertain.
Early 20th century residents of Ware Center interviewed for this project
remember no residence on the site until well into the century; and certainly
the present appearance of the house, with the exception of several 2/2 lights
and the unusual offset rear lean-to section, is that of a 20th century house.

8. Rev. Reuben Moss House, south side Belchertown Road east of Anderson Road,
(late 18th century, photograph #6). Inv. #103.

Two-story, five-by-two bay frame house with side facing gables and shallow
attic overhangs; shed-roofed utility wing right rear, with attached, offset
gabled garage and shop additions visible on right side of house. Hip-roofed
cross-facade porch on turn posts with scroll-sawn brackets; center entrance
under centered second-story window, paired windows upstairs and down on either
side; 2/2 lights except 12/12 in gables. Clapboard siding, corner framing and
bed moulding; fieldstone foundation, rebuilt brick chimney in front slope of
roof. Small frame bank barn with vertical siding right rear. Setting
outskirts of village; small fields and pastures, stone walls. This property
contributes to the district in material, style, scale, and setting.

This house appears to be the late 18th century residence of the Rev. Reuben
Moss, minister of the First Congregational Church from 1792 until 1809. In
1810 Moss sold his "20 acres and dwelling house" to Samuel Ware of Southampton
for $1400. The porch would be a 19th century addition.

9. Pepper-Gould Tavern, ca. 1780-1804, north side of Belchertown Road east of
Anderson Road. (Photograph #s 7, 18). Inv. #105.

Ell-plan consisting of two five-by-one with gabled ends and hipped junction;
matched centered entrances with pilasters, lifted entablatures and fanlights.
Front section fully symmetrical with 2/2 lights, eave returns and half-oculus
attic light in left-side-facing gable. Rear section has paired windows, with
extra opening right of the door and 12/12lights on the right side; rear
lean-to section partially fills rear intersection. Wide wood clapboard
siding, stone foundation and stoops, rebuilt brick chimneys (centered on front
section, left andright of center onrear). Setting is west edge of village
center; property contributes to the district in style, scale, setting, and by
virtue of its historical associations as an early center of community social
and commercial life.

Isaac Pepper, licensed as a retailer on this property in 1781,built the
earliest section of the tavern. That vernacular early Federal structure is
distinguishable in the asyirenetrical openings, 12/12 lights and separate

Continued
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chimney of the right rear portion of the present building. During his 23
years as a tavern-keeper here. Pepper reportedly started work on the front
section of the house, but it was completed by James Cargill after 1804. The
tavern finally passed to Seth Gould, after an interim proprietorship by John
Osborne, in 1828. Gould ran the tavern until his death in about 1872.

10. lIsaac Stearns House, early 19th century, south side Belchertown Road
between Anderson and Greenwich Plains Roads. (Photograph #8)Inv. #104

Two-story, five-by-two bay, side-facing gables with eave returns; right rear
one-story wing and extension. Center entrance with pilasters, raised

entablature and fanlight (noticeably more delicate than those on Gould Tavern,

#9). Clapboarded with corner framing, 2/2 lights, stone foundation. Two

rebuilt brick chimneys on ridgebeam. Small hip-roofed enclosed sunporch at »
left end of main block. Small frame barn left rear. Setting is edge of

village center; fields in either direction, small stone-walled pasture at

left. The property makes a substantial contribution to district in material,
style, scale, and setting.

The chain of title for this property is difficult to trace before its 1871
transfer to Francis Fisherdick from the heirs of Isaac Stearns, who had been
associated with it at least since 1854. Stearns began, as early as 1826,
purchasing parcels from Samuel Ware, successor in 1810 to the adjacent Reuben
Moss property (see #8). The house probably dates from that period.

11. Ware Center School/Ware Grange, 1872, north side Belchertown Road between
Anderson and Greenwich Plains Roads, (photograph #9) Inv. #106

One-story frame building with rectangular two-room main block on a high
fieldstone basement which dates from ca. 1913 remodeling; side-facing gables
with eave returns; lower-pitched one-story wing rear center. Clapboard siding
with corner framing; 1/1 lights. Right-of-center double main entry doors has
multi-pane side-lights and transom, colonial revival porch, also ca. 1913;
secondary entrance at rear has narrower double doors with border of small
stained glass lights (presently white-washed) surrounding clear glass panels. \
The basement windows are segmentally-arched with uncut rock voussoirs. A
shed-roofed utility porch of recent vintage extends from the main entrance
porch to the side entrance stairs, which are also rebuilt. The property is
next to the Meetinghouse in the village center; despite the early 20th century
stylistic overlay and minor alterations such as reglazing of the windows and
addition of the utility porch, it makes a substantial contribution to the
district in material, style, scale, and historical association.

Continued
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The Ware Center School may be the oldest surviving schoolhouse in the town.

It replaced the earliest school in Ware, built on this site in 1791. Students
attended classes in the Church during the 1913 remodeling. The town deeded
the building to the Grange in 1948.

12. First Congregational Meeting House, 1799/1843, northwest corner
Belchertown and Greenwich Plains Roads. (Photograph #s 10, 11, 16, 17, 19) Inv. #107

Rectangular frame building, front-facing facade pedimented gable, two-stage
square belfry. Three-bay facade with flush boarding, demarcated by monumental
pilasters; twin entrances and 20/20 lights in outer bays. Original doors,
paneled surrounds with corner blocks, side elevations three bays deep; sash
windows 10/10 lights on ground level and 20/20 above; clapboard siding.
Half-length, round arched, stained glass window in rear; two new brick
chimneys. Stone foundation, low stone dais in front. Outset attached privy
center rear. Interior little altered in this century; meeting and utility
rooms downstairs, sanctuary on second floor. Iron stoves, original sash and
interior doors, wrought iron stair rails and wooden pews are significant
interior features. The building is sited on open grounds at the village
center crossroads; a burying ground with 18th and early 19th century stones,
including those of the Rev. Augustus Reed, is immediately behind the church.
The property makes a major contribution to the district in material, style,
scale, setting, and historical association.

Ware Center Meeting House, raised in 1799 and remodeled in the Greek Revival
style, is the oldest surviving church in Ware. It replaced the first church
in town, built nearby in 1750. The new church, erected during the ministry of
Reuben Moss, was the work of builder Ezekiel Baxter of Spencer. Except for
the removal of a small belfry parapet which appears in late 19th century
photographs, and the demolition of horse sheds which stood behind it until the
1930s, the church and church yard are virtually unaltered.

13. Perry Cheever/Julius Cowles House, ca. 1840, south side Belchertown Road
at Greenwich Plains Road. inv. #luB

One-story, five-by-two bay, rectangular plan with side-facing gables and eave
returns, corner-framing; center entrance and chimney. Hip-roofed,

cross-facade porch with 20th century lonic portico; gabled dormers, wide wood
clapboards and 4/1 sash are also mid-20th century renovations. Entrance has
narrow, fluted surround and corner blocks. Low Fieldstone foundation. Small \
frame barn-garage right rear, asbestos shake siding; originally connected to
house. Property is situated in the village center opposite the Meeting

House. Both fabric and profile have been substantially altered from their
historic appearance, but in scale, setting, and function the house remains
compatible with, if not contributory to the district.

Continued
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Perry Cheever, whose name is associated with this property on an 1854 map, was
the owner until 1861. In the 1860s, the property became the homestead of
Julius Cowles, a substantial Ware Center landowner and proprietor of a
wheelwright shop on Flat Brook (see #16).

14. Twentieth century vernacular house, west side Doane Road at Flat Brook.

This small aluminum-sided frame dwelling with its several additions was
constructed, probably in the third quarter of this century, as a replacement
to an early house, Crowell's Tavern, which was previously on the site. Oral
sources indicate that the front, shed-roofed section was originally an
outbuilding of the demolished tavern. The house as it stands is an intrusion
in the district, but reasonably compatible with it in function and scale.

15. Small modern ranch house, south side Belchertown Road west of Flat Brook.

This recently constructed dwelling is a period intrusion in the district, but
is reasonably compatible with it in function and scale.

16. William Brackenridge Carriage Shop , ca. 1870-80, north side of
Belchertown Road, southwest of intersection of Doane Road and Flat Brook,
(photograph #12) Inv. #1009.

Two-story frame building, rectangular plan, hip-and-ridge roof with lateral
ridgebeam; enclosed hip-roofed front porch, rear extension (probably
originally housing a waterwheel) over Flat Brook falls; open stairs at left
and right ends. Asbestos shake and modern wood siding; 2/2 lights on second
story (four pairs on facade), modern brick and tile chimneys on ridgebeam.
Setting is at main crossroads in village center; despite very substantial
modifications. The building makes a modest contribution to the district in
its preservation of evidence of Ware Center's industrial past.

This building, which has seen a number of uses in this century - blacksmith
shop/dwelling, restaurant, and private residences - is somewhat puzzling
historically. The 1860 and 1873 maps show no building on this triangular lot
on the west side of Flat Brook Falls, though the 1850 map indicates several
small ones, and the later maps show a building close by the east side. Early
residents of Ware Center remember this building in this location and in
essentially this form early in the 20th century; and a bit of its hipped roof
seems visible in the photographic view of the Center published by George W.
Eddy in 1886 (photograph #17). The building shown on the 1860 and 1873 maps is
identified as a carriage shop; a carriage on wheelwright's shop on the
property is documented as early as the 1850s, when Julius Cowles' shop is
referred to in a deed. Alonzo Stearns, who owned the property between 1857
and 1870, was listed in an 1860 directory as a carriage and sleigh maker -
later, in 1887, as a carriage manufacturer, in Ware Village. William Lowell

Continued
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Brackenridge, who owned the property between 1870 and 1892 (see also #17) was
listed in 1887 as a Ware Center saw-mill owner, wagon maker, and farmer. The
present building was clearly an industrial structure well into the 20th
century. When it changed hands in 1919, the deed transferred not only the
building and water privilege but considerable machinery, specified as the
"iron lathe and tools, wood lathe, bench planer, four bench saws, one band
saw, one jig saw, one spoke lathe, and other machinery and tools therein.

On the basis of this evidence, it seems a likely hypothesis that the present
building was erected by William Brackenridge in the 1870s, replacing or
supplementing an earlier shop on the east bank. The identification of the
property as an 18th century inn in the Ware survey seems to represent a
confusion of this building with the no longer extant Crowell house across

Doane Road, on the site of the present #15. That two-story saltbox structure
is visible in the 1886 view. A A

17. Hartwell/Stearns/William Brackenridge Homestead, ca. 1850, north side
Belchertown Road east of Flat Brook. (Photograph #1.3)

Double ell-pian vernacular Greek Revival house; one-and-a-half story central
main block with front-facing gable, eave returns, right sidehall entrance with
sidelighted door and ornamental hood, shallow beveled bay window at left.
Short, broad left side ell with side-facing gable; one-story wing at rear
right'side with open porch in intersection; modern garage addition at right.
Original house has clapboard siding, 2/2 lights (6/6 in gables and on side
wing), stone foundation. Rebuilt brick chimneys. Setting is just east of
vilage center; except for the garage addition, the house retains considerable
integrity, and contributes to the district in material, style, scale, and
setting.

This house is identified here with the name of William Lowell Brackenridge,
sawmill operator, wagon maker, and farmer, who acquired it in 1870 (see also
#16). The property was in the Brackenridge (later Brackenridge) family for
almost 70 years, and was identified as "the Brackenridge homestead" as late as
1953. But there was already a house - probably this one - on the property

during its earlier ownerships by Joseph Hartwell and carriage maker Alonzo
Stearns.

18. Lewis Gould Gumming House, early 19th century, south side Belchertown Road
east of Flat Brook, (at left in photograph #1)

One-story, three-by-two bay house with side-facing gables, eave returns,

center entrance; saltbox profile on rear lean-to section; left rear gabled \
addition. Main entrance displays the remains of fluted pilasters under plain

Continued
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architrave; windows are 2/1 lights, 6/6 in gables. Stone foundation, aluminum
siding. Small board-and-batten frame outbuilding right left rear. Hillside
setting, open fields. Despite renovations and additions, this house retains
the massing and profile of a vernacular Federal period dwelling. As such it
makes a modest contribution to the historic district in style and setting.

According to the present owners, who are descendants of the 19th century
occupants, this house was moved to its present location. The move would have
taken place before 1854 when "premises occupied by Lewis G. Cummings" were
mentioned in a deed. How much earlier the move occured, and the actual age of
the house, have not been determined. Lewis Gould Cummings appears to have
been a relative Seth Gould, the Ware Center tavern owner (site #9) who
purchased the property in 1834. Cummings was a shoe-maker at a time when
shoe-making was an important cottage industry in Ware. His "boot shop"”, noted
on the 1873 map, was in the frame outbuilding southeast of the house.

19. First Congregational Church Parsonage, ca. 1826, north side Belchertown
Poad east of village center, (photograph #14) Inv. #110.

Two-story, five-by five bay late Georgian vernacular house with side-facing
gable, close eaves and returns, center entrance with plain pilasters,
entablature, and transom light. Sashes are 12/12 lights (6/6 on either side
of rebuilt interior brick chimneys in gables). Stone foundation and stoop.
Long one-and-a-half story wing saltbox profile. Clapboard siding throughout.
Small frame barn far right rear; compatible modern garage at left. Hillside
setting; stone walls around extensive grounds. This house is unusually
well-preserved and makes a strong contribution to the district on physical and
historical grounds.

The parsonage was built during the 12 year tenure of the Rev. Augustus Reed,
which he undertook in 1826. It was the residence of his successors well into
the 20th century.

20. John Gardner House, ca. 1830, south side Belchertown Road east of village
center (Photograph #15) Inv. #111.

Two-story frame house, five-by-two bay main block with side-facing gables and
eave returns, center entrance, one-story right rear wing. Hipped roof on
turned posts, scroll-sawn brackets running to left; gabled corner entrance.
Windows are 4/1 lights; paired on first floor facade. Wood clapboard siding.
Right of center rebuilt brick chimney. Outbuilding complex close in at rear;
dominant feature gable frame barn with cupola, cast stone block addition at
left front. Hilltop setting, open fields, at east edge of village; property
contributes to district in material, style, scale, and setting.

Continued
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There appears to have been a dwelling on this property since the early 19th
century. John Gardner, whose father acquired the land in 1793 and who
acquired it himself in 1829, is indicated on the 1854 map.

21. Modern frame ranchhouse, Belchertown Road east of Fisherdick Road.

This recently constructed dwelling is an intrusion in the district, though O
fairly inobtrusive in scale.

22. DeSantis Contracting, Belchertown Road east of Fisherdick Road.

These two utility and eauipment storage buildings are of recent construction
and are an intrusion in the district.

ARCHAEOLOGY

No prehistoric sites are currently recorded within the district. Sites are
probable, however, on well drained terraces or knolls, especially along King
Brook and Flat Brook.

There is significant historic archaeological potential within the district.
Many buildings of consequence are no longer extant and can only be documented
in a precise manner through archaeological investigation. Among these are the
town's first meeting house (1750) and school (1791), several taverns
(particularly the Crowell Tavern, 1811-1817), and numerous small economic
enterprises (especially the complex around the William Brackenridge house
which, over a one-hundred year period, was the site of a fulling mill,
wheelwright's shop, wagon factory, saw and grist mill). Documentation of
these and other non-extant buildings and outbuildings can provide a more
balanced and comprehensive assessment of how the town center was laid out and
subseauently modified. Occupation-related features (trash pits, privies,
wells) are likely to survive around many of the standing structures. Analysis
of these deposits will assist in defining the social cultural and economic
patterns which characterized this low density, rural town center furin the
late 18th and 19th centuries.



8. S'gn|ff|canceWare Center Historic District, Ware, Massachusetts

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric - community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 _x-architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art -engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce exploration settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation
invention X other (specify)
n Various , snn'al history
Specific dates see text Builder/Architect generally unknown; see property #*s 2 S 12

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The significance of the Ve Center Hstoric District isits preservation -e.
of the spatial organization and architectural forns of the 18th century
colonial settlement of Vdre, aswell as aspects of the tow's 19th century
devel opnent. Qeated in 1750 by the siting of the First Gongregational
Metinghouse at a point roughly equidi stant fromthe four corners of the town.
Vere Center becane the hub of ‘a radiating network of roads |inking the _ ;
scattered famlies of the parish. Snce the Metinghouse housed tom neetings "
as wel| asreligious services, and provided a training ground for the |ocal
mlitia, the Genter becane the focus of comunity |ife I'nVidre. Mdest
coomercial operations - retail |icensees, inns, ablacksmth shop - reflected
this centrality. Aloose cluster of houses devel oped al ong the principal
east-west axis, including by 1830 three dwel lings built by or for pastors of
the (ngregational Church. “Vernacular forns of the Georgian, Federal
Geck Revival styles were and are present, inan evocative rural setting
characterized by snall fields and stone walls, open vistas and wooded hills
(photographs #1° & 2). Thevillage has as its centerpiece thefine Geek O
Revival formachi eved by the Metinghouse in an 1843 renodel ing (phot ograph
#10). However, thesocial centrality of Vere Center vas conFJrormsed as earlyas
the 1820s, wen the Vere Mnufact uring (II(]EI”% acquired the torner snall
mll-seats in Vere Village several mles tothe east, plated the streets, and
I ntroduced |arge-scale nanufacturing.  The East (ongregational Meeti nghouse
divided the parishin186, and tom functions were renaved to the Factory
Village in 1847. Vere Center experienced very little subsequent growh - ~naost
of the small neodern buildings have been built on the sites of ol der ones - and
it therefore retains its character as an exanple of an 18th - 19th century
rural tom center. @ the basis of this character and these associations, the
Vere Genter Hstoric District isnomnated tothe National Register of
Hstoric Places for its significance under Griterion G as it entodi es the
distinctive characteristics of at%/pe, period, or nethod of construction, and
undttar Qiterion A for its association wth events significant to the |ocal
past .

Ve Center devel oped shortly after thedeath of John Reed, whose 10,000 acre
"Nnor of Peace" included the entire western section of the toan, including
Vere Center. Bostonian Read, an absent but benevol ent |andlord, had reserved
a large tract of camanland in thecenter of his holdings, where he proposed
that a neetinghouse be erected. Aburial ground vas established there, but
after alengthy debate the neetinghouse vas sited nearer the_geog?raphl cal
center of the tom by a coomttee of parishioners drawn fromits four -
corners. @rthis site near Flat Book the predecessor of the ﬁresent church
ves built in 1750 (see inventory #12) and the predecessor of the present

school /grange (inventory #11) was built in 1791 It was fromthis .
institutional nucleus that the village of Vere Genter grew nt i nued
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property approx. 80 acres
Quadrangle name Winsor Dam Quadrangle scale _1:25,000
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Verbal boundary description and justification

See Continuation Sheet.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte Patricia Wright

organization HistonV. Presprvatinn Consultant to date November. 1985
Ware Historical Commission

Sreet & number Arnold Avenue 1R telephone ("c”) BRti-977n

city or town  Northampton state  Massachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state 5 local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has t>een evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature V/7jljttAA TdilAAflgC
.Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commission
""Estate Historic Preservation nffirpr

For MPS use only
| hereby certify that this property Is included in the 1"gMgnalJ*eniister®

date Jjy~r I M -

AttMt date
Chief of Registration

GPO 911 -38S
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The oldest documented house in the village is the Georgian vernacular saltbox
of the Rev. Ezra Thayer, the parish's first long-term pastor (inventory #1,
photographs #2, & 3). The attractive vernacular mix represented by this
building, with its frontal symmetry, carefully detailed door and rear lean-to,
is indicative of the architectural modesty and informality of the district as
it would develop over the next 80 or 90 years. The Greek Revival Meetinghouse
of 1843 - a remodeling of a building erected in 1799 to replace the 1750
church - is the most ambitious stylistic statement in the Center, but is
modest and informal compared to the more pretentious meetinghouse built in
Factory Village in 1826. As noted above, and as detailed in the individual
entries, the District contains domestic examples of the Georgian (e.g. site
#1, photograph #2), Federal (e.g. site #10, photograph #8), and Greek Revival
(e.g. site #4, photograph #5) vernacular styles.

There is also a modest suggestion of a more picturesoue Victorian taste in
several later 19th century porch additions (e.g. inventory #s 8 4 20,
photograph #6 4 15). In these and other houses - notably the Pepper-Gould
Tavern (#7, photograph #7) with its late 18th century rear wing - the
vernacular process of additive composition is clearly apparent. A final
aspect of the architectural significance of the district which should be
mentioned is its evocation of the relative anonymity and informality of
pre-20th century vernacular building. Very few of the builders have been
found, as for the Meetinghouse (site #12; contract published in Chase's
History of Ware, pp. 105-6) or the Pliny Hill farmhouse (site #2; contract
recorded in deed #129/388 in the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds), they
documented the substantial degree to which builders were responsible for
design decisions, within the parameters set down by the client.

The commercial development of Ware Center, at present completely atrophed,
was, as noted above, never more than modest. However, it reflected at its
height a variety of retailing and production activities. Retailing activity
centered around the inns and taverns, which were surprisingly numerous.
Besides the long-lived Pepper-Gould tavern (#7) which operated into the late
19th century, there were at one time or another three other taverns in or near
Ware Center: the Page tavern, operated out of the former Rev. Thayer House
after 1791; the Crowell Tavern, operated ca. 1811-17 from a no-longer-extant
structure on the site of inventory #14; and the Ebenezer Nye Tavern just north
of the Center. The importance of taverns as secular social centers is
illustrated by an 1830 map on which the Gould Tavern is the only building
other than the Meetinghouse noted for Ware Center.

Manufacturing activities were also limited. Chase's History (p. 9) includes a
paragraph which chronicles a history of small-scale industrial activity at the
Center's lone water-power site, the location eventually occupied by William
Brackenridge's wheelwright shop (site #16, photograph #12):

Continued
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A fulling-mill for homespun linen was situated at the Center at an early
date - probably not less than a hundred years ago. Then a man named
Stearns put in a shingle machine. His sons, Alonzo and lIsaac, turned it

into a wagon factory. They added a saw-mill. Later the property was
bought by Julius Cowles, who continued to make wagons, and added a small
grist-mil 1.

Other non-farming activities pursued in Ware Center were blacksmithing -
Julius Cowles operated a blacksmith shop on the west bank of Flat Brook, east
of where inventory #15 now stands, in the late 19th century, and J. Henry
Fletcher was still working as a smith out of the old Brackenridge wagon-shop
in the early 20th century - and shoe-making. Lewis Gould Cumming's boot shop
is indicated on the 1873 map. As noted in the inventory in the 19th century
Ware. Chase (p. 224) gives figures of 867 pairs of boots and 61,623 pairs of
shoes, valued at $53,165, produced in the town in 1837.

These modest non-aqgricultural pursuits were not curtailed by the rapid growth
of Ware's Factory Village after 1826, but Ware Center as a social and
commercial center was definitely eclipsed, and experienced little further
growth. Its authority over the Congregational parishioners of Ware was
divided with that of the new East Congregational Church after 1826; its
political importance disappeared in 1847 with the building of a Town Hall in
the Factory Village. The first Church and the school (site #s 12 and 11)
remained in use into the 20th century - early residents remember school
children tutored in the church while the schoolhouse underwent remodeling
around 1913 - but regular services in the church was ceased in 1928, and the
school became a Grange Hall 20 years later. Ware Center today is almost
exclusively a residential community.
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Geographi cal Data:

The boundaries are shown as the dotted |ine on the encl osed sketch ngp and the
perineter of the hatched area on the enclosed B nap of the Wnsor [m
Quadrangle.  In the absence of property naps for Vere, these boundaries have
been described as providing a 50' clearance to the north and south of the
inventoried structures, on the north and south sides, respectively, of the

Bel chertown Road, and east and west, respectively, of properties#20 and #1,
except where boundaries so described woul d incl ude uninventoried property

bel onging to adjacent property owners.

Justification of Boundaries

The Tow of Vere i s not napped by tax parcel, which nakes it difficult to
produce a tgraphlc representationof the district wherein the boundary fol | ows
the rear of each house-lot. Therefore, the boundary i s described as fol | ow ng
a line of convenience projectedat 50° behind each Inventoriedstructure, or
at the surveyed rear property line, whichever is nearer the hi ghway.

The east-west extension reconmended for this district inthe Vere Qultural
Resources Survey, and adopted here, was based on a perception of the village
as devel opi ng ||neaI|Y ineither direction fromthe neeting house, itslimts
established essentially by the tw parsonages at or near elther end. The
state of preservationof these houses at the ends of the district, and the
strong contributionthey are thereforeable to nake to it, contributesto this
reading of the district's natural and proper extension.

Al propertiesfronting Foute 9 between property #1 and property #20 were
inventoried, whether or not they nake a contributionto the district. The
reasoning here was that although such properties could easily be notched out
in the description of boundaries, they are a part of the visual experience of
the district and inportant to an evaluationor it.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Ware Center Historic District
Hampshire County
MASSACHUSETTS

CD resubmission

CD nomination by person or local government

e owner objection

Working No.
Fed. Reg. Date:
Date Due

Artion:

&rt»red in tba

EH appeal

Substantive Review: e sample e request * appeal
Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below

.substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Clasgfication
Category Ownership Status
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes e no

7. Description

Condition Check one
excellent | 1 deteriorated unaltered

EH good ED ruins altered

ED fair ED unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

ED summary paragraph
ED completeness

ED clarity

ED alterations/integrity
| ldates

ED boundary selection

ainMtt8|r>«Mn*»

Q95

_A-M«CCEPT
RETURN

REJECT.

Federal Agency:

NR decision

Recom./Criteria.

Reviewer
Discipline
Date

see continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one

original site
moved

date.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

ED summary paragraph

ED completeness

ED clarity

ED applicable criteria

ED justification of areas checked

ED relating significance to the resource

e context

ED relationship of integrity to significance
ED justification of exception

ED other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle nanfie
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

ED Maps
ED Photographs
D Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet

GPO 918-450
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Subscribed smd sworn t obefore ne, a Notary Public for the
state of Massachusetts, county of Hanpshire, this 2nd day of
Decenber, 1985.
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M conmi ssion expires 02/06/92



The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

Office of the Secretary of State
Michael Josgph Connolly, Secretary

Massachusdtts Historical Commission
Vderie A. Tdmage
E.xeculive Director
State Historic Preservation Officer
March 31, 1986

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of Interior, National Park Service
P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20012-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed you will find the following nomination forms:

Ware, Church Street Historic District, Church Street between Park Avenue and
Highland Street, 73 properties.

I/Ware, Wae Center Historic District, Route 9 east and west of Greenwich Plains
Road, 20 properties.

Ware, Ware-Hardwick Covered Bridge, Old Gilbertville Road/Bridge Street.

Ware, Wae Millyard Historic District, Roughly bounded by South Street, Wae
River, Uppe Dan Complex, Park Street, Otis Avenue and Church Street, 54
properties.

Ware, Ware Tomn Hall, Man and West Streets.

All have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed by
the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were
afforded the opportunity to comment. Commeats received to date are attached
to the nomination forms.

Sincerely,
Sarah J. Z nmer nan
Director, Preservation Planning

Massachusetts Historical Commission

SJZ/ls

AR 9 19H
80 Boyldon Strest, Bogton, Massachusatts 02116 (617)  727-8470



