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The DeMores packing plant was completed and began operation in 1883 at 
Medora, Dakota Territory. It was constructed near the east bank of the 
Little Missouri River on the west edge of the town which the Marqis de Mores 
also built.

When the plant facilities were completed, its processing capacity was 150 
beeves per day. The abattoir was a large frame building 105 feet by 180 feet. 
Included in the slaughter house was a power house measuring 30 feet by 40 
feet, a cooper shop 25 feet by 30 feet, and a fertilizer room 30 feet by 38 
feet. -Three ice houses 40 feet by 100 feet were also constructed adjacent to 
the plant. , A cooling and storage building, loading platform and cattle holding 
pens compile ted th$ plants facilities.

, i* -.Ti •-
Closed in 1886, the de Mores packing plant was destroyed by fire March 17, 

1007. All that remained when the property was acquired by the State Historical 
Society in 1936 were the tall; native brick chimney, sandstone and brick 
foundations which supported the main part of the slaughtering house, cement 
foundation with bolts for engine mountings in the power house, and an old 
boiler. During a WPA project in the late 1930 T s markers were placed at 
points describing the foundation corners of the various buildings included in 
the packing plant. Repairs were also made to the crumbled portions of the 
abattoir foundation and the chimney. During the summer of 1970 more repair 
work was done to the chimney as crumbling bricks on the structure were 
replaced and the top was capped.
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The de Mores meat packing plant was built by Antone Aniedee Marie 
Vincent de Vallombrosa, the Marquis de Mores,' a pretended to the French 
throne, determined and resourceful, who'arrived at the tiny settlement of 
Little Missouri, Dakota Territory, in April of 1883 for the purpose of 
establishing a meat packing enterprise utilizing some innovative ideas that he 
was convinced could revolutionize the meat producing industry. De Mores 
believed that by slaughtering and processing meat animals close to the 
producing range and shipping the carcasses by refrigerated railroad car 
(thereby eliminating the costs of feeding and caring for live animals and 
reducing weight loss or volume shrinkage) economies could be obtained that 
would permit successful competion both economically and qualitatively with 
the operations of the Eastern packers.

The Badlands of the Little Missouri provided everything de Mores needed 
for his undertaking; a railroad, a producing range', a cattle raising1 industry, 
and lots of open space in which to operate. He selected the vicinity of the 
Northern Pacific Railway's crossing of the Little Missouri River, just east 
of the town of Little Missouri, to be the seat of his operations. East of the 
river, he built the huge abattoir that would, he hoped, turn 150 beeves a day 
into food for the nation's consumers. He built cold storage facilities at 
Helena, Billings, Miles City, Medora, Bismarck, Fargo, Brainard, Duluth, 
Minneapolis, SkPaul and Chicago to facilitate the shipment of his products; 
and he purchased 15, 000 acres of land (another innovation for the previously 
"free" range area) to use as grazing and pasture land.

Also east of the Little Missouri and next to his packing plant, the ever 
optimistic Mores platted a new town which, in his gallant manner, he 
named Medora after his recent bride. Intended and designed to better serve 
his needs than could its rough,west river neighbor, Little Missouri, Medora 
prospered and grew as rapidly as the ambitions of its founder. It soon 
boasted a brick yard, church, newspaper, three hotels, several stores and 
saloons, and by the end of 1884, boasted :of a permanent population of 251.
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Significance (continued page 2)

Recognizing a need, Mores next started a stage coach line from Medora to 
Deadwood, center of the gold mining region in the Black Hills.

Unfortunately, the packing venture failed. Eastern housewives seemed to 
prefer "corn fed" to the tougher "range fed" beef and the competitive packers of 
the east met the challange with a price war that reduced prices to as little as 
3£ a pound. With the closing of the packing plant, the other Mores enterprises 
also declined and before the disastrous winter of 1886-87, which nearly put an 
end to the area's cattle business, the Marquis and his family had returned to the 
East and Europe.

The imprint of the man and his venture remains on the country. The town 
of Medora flourishes and, interestingly enough, before North Dakota statehood in 
1889, beef packing plants based on the Mores premise were operating successfully 
in Fargo and Grand Forks. The cattle lindustry continues to thrive and thousands 
of persons each year visit the headquaters of a vindicated visionary.
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