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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The original adobe was a two story, Monterey style building
with porches and balconies on at least three sides. It had

a stairway at the rear. The interior of = the first floor
was divided by a wooden partition into two rooms. The second
floor had a center hall with a bedroom on each side. The
exterior and interior walls, except for the woodwork, were of
adobe brick, plastered with adobe and whitewashed. This
building remaias virtually intact, although it was added to
and somewhat remodeled by Miguel Leonis in the late 1870's.
The building was restored to its appearance after Leonis's
remodeling; considered its period of "highest and best use".

PRESENT PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The present appearance is that of a two-story Monterey style
adobe dwelling, as partially remodeled in the late 1870*s.

It has a pitched shingle roof, porches on both floors on
three sides of the house, and a Calabasas fieldstone founda-
tion. The front adobe wall of the first floor has been
panelled over with vertical tongue and groove redwood, the
rest of the adobe walls are exposed. Half of the right side
(east) and all of the rear (north) porches are enclosed with
board and batten and divided into several rooms. On the left
(west) of the adobe there is no porch, but a one story board
and batten addition with a flat roof, orininally of tin
squares soldered together, now covered with asphalt paper.
There is a brick fireplace and a tall chimney on the left
(west) side. The front (south) and rear (north) walls of
the addition are parapetted, so that the roof is not visible.
The windows in the adobe walls and the frame addition are
double hung, 6 over 6, with solid wood exterior shutters
having cast iron hinges carrying the legend "Pat'd 1843" and
apparently imported from the Eastern United States. Two rear
windows of the frame addition and all of the windows in the
board and batten enclosure of the porches are single 6 light
sash sliding sideways and without shutters.

The doors are typical mid-19th century four panelled doors,
except that the ground floor front and rear doors to the adobe
portion are extra thick, with the interiors being vertical
tongue and groove boards. The hardware is mid-19th century

cast iron, with porcelain doorknobs.

The house is painted white, with red and blue trim on the
doors, windows and shutters, as determined by careful research.

The interior walls of the adobe portion downstairs are
panelled with vertical 1X6 tongue and groove redwood boards
with a bead detail, covering the original whitewashed adobe
walls. There is a 1X6 tongue and groove ceiling and 1X6
tongue and groove plank floor. The 1X6 trim has a bead
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

ARCHITECTURE

The house is a good example of a Monterey style adcbe., Sub-
sequent cwners modified it almost entirely by additions: oak
hardwcod over the pine floors, 2 wing added to the rear, etc.
In hardly any way did they disturdb the early structure, so
that most ¢f the restoration was an uncovering process. As a
consequence a very high percentage of the building is original
rather than reconstruction.

AGE:s

Documents now lost gave the constraction dates as 1844-46,
i1le California was still Mexican, and earlier ihan any
remaining building in the San Fernando Valley with the excep-
ticn of the San Fernando Mission.

HISTORY s

While the origin of the adobe is still obscure, it kecame in
the late 1270's the home of some Tascinating pecple, The wife,
Espiritu Chihulia, was an Indiar, the daughter of odon. Odon
and his brothers had besn in charge of ralsing cattle for the
San Fernacndo Mission. As a cconsequence, when the Mission lands
were divided they were given a rancho, called r1 Escorpiori.
Espiritu was raised at the Mission and later inherited the
Rancho, mwaking her reasonably well-to-do. IHer hushand, Miguel
Teonis, was a Basque shecpherder who increased her property
substantially, remodeled the Adcbe in the late 1870's, and
died in 1889, FEis will described her as his "housekeeper” and
cut her off with a pittance. Fer sixteen year battle for her
rights against overwhelming odds is a part of Californiz histor]
deserving of further study. She won the battle in 1905 and
died a3t the Adobe in 1906,

EDUCCATIONAL VALUR:

The high percentage of original material in the Adobe makes it
more ihan usually valuable for scholars. UNot only is the
uilding largely original, but it has numerous original photo-
graphs of the family, several original pieces of furniture,
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#7 Description, Leonis Adobe continued

detail and the deep reveals around windows and doors are also panelled. The
woodwork (except the natural wood floor) is painted cream with a pumpkin yellow
trim. The frame addition is of single construction with an open beam ceiling,
divided into a dining room and kitchen. The woodwork is painted flat white to
resemble the original whitewash. The floor is the original adobe. On the west
wall of the dining room is a brick fireplace.

#8 Singificance, Leonis Adobe continued

and is furnished with 1870 and 1880 furniture and Persian carpets. An old barn
dates back to 1912. A wealth of early photographs and two early watercolors in
the Southwest Museum collection have enabled us accurately to reconstruct such
outbuildings as a dovecote, chicken coops, bake oven, grape arbor, well and wind-
mill, and tank house. One of the two privies is original, the other from a ranch
nearby.

The barn contains a blacksmith shop and an early threshing machine; other wagons
and early agricultural implements are nearby. The dovecote has plgeons, the
chicken coops, Black Spanish chickens of a breed brought from Spain by the
Franciscan Missionaries. The windmill pumps water, when the wind blows.

So, rather than a single isolated building, as many Adobes are now found, the

Leonis Adobe provides a rather complete display of a working ranch of a century ago.
For this reason, it is very actively used for field trips by Los Angeles area
schools as well as many other types of organizations from Scouts (both boy and

girl) to senior citizens and groups of tourists.

The Adobe is on the Historic American Building Survey, has been marked by the
Native Daughters of the Golden West, has been designated Historic Cultural Monu-~
ment Number One by the Cultural Heritage Board of the City of Los Angeles, has
received an award from the Conference of California Historical Societies.



