
FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 Washington Street . Boston. MA Q21Q8 

Recorded b y A r c h i t e c t u r a l P r e s e r v a t i o n 
A s s o c i a t e s 

Organization Readin.-^ H i s t o r i c a l Com-
m i s s i o n 

Date r iovem]j jgy |gg0;O 

Area Form no. 

A 9 

Reading ( #33) 

71 F r a x i k l i n Stpae-fe-

|c Nam/^athanieT; Batche I d e r ! House 

i g i n a l 

esent 

d v / e l l i n g 

d w e l l i n g 

[ip:(SI Private indiv idual 
Private organization 

Public 

i g i n a l owner N a t h a n i e l B a t c h e l d e r 

TION: 

Date c . 1756-1765 

Source 1756 v / i l l ; 1765 map 

Style 

Architect 

v e r n a c u l a r Geore;ian 

Exter ior wal l f ab r ic c lapboards 

Outbui 1 dings barn e x t e n s i o n 

Major alterations (with dates) new 

chimneys , i n same p l a c e ; s i d e l i g h t s 

added, p r o b a b l y i n 1968 

Moved Date 

Approx. acreage 1.5 acres 

Setting Faces south on h i l l above 

road 

Da\e_W<fi<^ 
(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

T h i s i s a t y p i c a l , l a r g e l y i n t a c t example o f the ample Reading dv . ' e l l ing 
e r e c t e d f r o m the m i d - 1 8 t h - c e n t u r y t h r o u g h the f i r s t f o u r decades o f the 
19 th c e n t u r y . The 1 8 t h - c e n t u r y v e r n a c u l a r f e a t u r e s are the h i g h - p l a c e d 
s e c o n d - s t o r y v/indov/s; the generous , t a l l doorv;ay su r round w i t h i t s h i g h , 
s imple e n t a b l a t u r e ; and i t s s e t t i n g , f a c i n g sou th and s i t t i n g on a g r a n i t e 
f o u n d a t i o n . The shed e x t e n s i o n i s a commonly used l o c a l method o f gsdning 
enc losed space. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Cexplain the role owners played in local or state history 
j and how the building relates to the development of the community) 

phe B a t c h e l d e r f a m i l y ovmed l a n d i n t h i s a rea , p o s s i b l e s ince the f i r s t ''• 
decade o f the 18 th c e n t u r y . T h i s homestead v;as b u i l t as a r e s u l t o f the 
1763 d i v i s i o n o f the f a m i l y f a r m . I n h i s w i l l o f 1756, M a t h a n i e l B a t c h e l d e r 
bequeathed h i s " o l d " house (an e a r l y s t r u c t u r e on the s i t e o f 607 P e a r l 
S t r e e t , f o r m no . A-14) t o h i s son D a v i d , and h i s barn t o h i s son N a t h a n i e l . 
The e l d e r B a t c h e l d e r d i e d i n 1763, and i t i s t hough t t h a t h i s son M a t h a n i e l 
b u i l t t h i s house s h o r t l y t h e r e a f t e r , i n t ime f o r i t t o appear on the 1765 
map. The younger N a t h a n i e l ' s v / i f e c o n t i n u e d t o l i v e i n one end o f the house 
a f t e r t h e i r son, John , i n h e r i t e d the house i n 1788. \\T-ien John l e f t the 
house t o h i s son, H e r r i c k , i n 1846, he made p r o v i s i o n s f o r h i s daughter ^ 
Sarah t o occupy one end o f the house, as he r grandmother had done. T h i s 
i l l u s t r a t e s l i v i n g and i n h e r i t a n c e p a t t e r n s i n a t i g h t l y k n i t f a r m i n g com­
m u n i t y where hous ing v/as l i m i t e d . 

Another o f John ' s sons v.'-as "Master John" B a t c h e l d e r , v/ho v.'as n o t a f a r m e r 
l i k e h i s f o r e b e a r s . He g radua ted f r o m Harva rd i n 1823 a t the age o f 3 1 . I n 
1827 a s p l i n t e r group f r o m the South P a r i s h Church founded a new church o f 
U n i t a r i a n l e a n i n g s and an academy on l a n d donated by the d i smi s sed Rev. 
Pe te r Sanborn, John v/as p r e c e p t o r o f the academy f r o m 1827 t o 1843. V.'hen 
the academy became a seminary schoo l under the j u r i s d i c t i o n o f the U n i v e r -
• s a l i s t s , he remained as a t e a c h e r u n t i l i t c l o s e d i n 1847. John c o n t i n u e d 
t o be a s i g n i f i c a n t f o r c e i n Reading e d u c a t i o n , s e r v i n g on the schoo l com­
m i t t e e f o r 30 y e a r s . He v/as a tov/n se lec tman f o r e i g h t y e a r s , and a r e p r e ­
s e n t a t i v e t o the s t a t e l e g i s l a t u r e f o r t h r e e y e a r s . 

I n 1887, the p r o p e r t y was purchased by A d e l b e r t B a t c h e l d e r , a farmier , v;ho 
was s t i l l l i v i n g here 41 years l a t e r w i t h h i s v / i f e and two daughters — 
Miss Amy, v/ho v/orked i n the Damon n e c k t i e f a c t o r y , and H i s s B e r n i c e , 
BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES ( c o n ' t ) 

1765 map N a t h a n i e l B a t c h e l d e r 
1830 map yes 
1854 map H . B a t c h e l d e r ( H e r r i c k ) 
1875 map ITrs. H. Batchelder and Steam Sav/mill (Herrick) 
Bishop, Rooftrees, Chapter 34 
Eaton, Memorial Volume, p. 326. 
P i t k i n , Vignettes, p. 65 2C»l-2/80 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETIS HISTORICAL CCFWISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Comrajnity: Form No: 

Reading A-9 

Property Name: 71 Frank l i n S t . 

Indicate each item on inventory foim Mhich i s being continued below. 

ARCHITEC TURAL SIGNIFICANC E 

who — l i k e he r g r e a t - g r e a t - u n c l e John , t a u g h t s c h o o l . The house remained 
i n the B a t c h e l d e r f a m i l y u n t i l 1 9 7 1 . 

l^ALUATION 

The " s t h f r n i e l B a t c h e l d e r house i s s i g n i f i c p n t ( l ) f o r i t s r o l e as an 
e a r l y f a r m honestea.d; (2 ) f o r i t s c o n n e c t i o n w i t h the l o c a l l y i m p o r t a n t 
I^a tche lder f a n i l y , and Ma.stor John B a t c h e l d e r , i n p a r t i c u l a r ; and (3) a: 
s l a r g e l y i n t a c t example o f l o c a l G e o r g i a n - F e d e r a l a r c h i t e c t u r e . I t 
r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t ; / o f l o c a t i o n , d e s i g n , s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s , v.'orl'm.anship, 
and f e e l i n g , and meets C r i t e r i a A, B, and C o f the N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r . 

S t a p l e to Inventory form at bottoi 



NPS Focm 10«»4 OMB No. 1024-0018 
0 « ) Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service For HPS me wily 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

received 

date entered 

m 
Continuation sheet Item number Page ^ ^ / 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Reading Mul t ip l e Resource Area 
State MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review J)eterminejLJligi?!i^/^^°"''j''''^ 

Y2*^>^ 11. Pratt, Joseph L., House SuUsfantTirfl ffg^jg^ '^Keeper f^],^i^/lA^ j}n^jil Z/T, 

DOE/OWNER OBJECTION ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  

12. Bancroft, Joseph, House Entered In the -^''Keeper yyyLcA'.*.....<.,y^y^^ 7 -/9 -hV 
National Register 

Attest 

13. Bancroft, Samuel, House sc^v->\ J. i3 "/^eper (0(^^l.<_<,j^^^^^-<.^.-^ -/»-̂ y/ 

Attest 

14. Bancroft , Wendell, House Enterea I h tBff /*fieeper - / 9 - j ^ • 
National Register 

Attest 

15. Bassett, Edwin, House -j^r^^x^^ !<' jf^Keeper pdjA'-^-'<-'---/S*2<-^^ ^9 ~tA 
National P.eg-ioter 

Attest 
1, 

16. Batchelder, Alden, House Entered In the -J-*Kteper ^/Ty-^.J*^*-*--''/^^^^^ yA^/s^ 
National Register ^ 

Attest 

17. Batchelder, George, House ^ntwea In itEB j^eepev (OiL^-\.c^^^/^tyu^ ^ ^ /S¥ 
l i t i c n a l Register ' 

Attest 

18. Batchelder House V ^ r f ^ ' ^ fe'^O / d e e p e r x ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ > / ^ / / / 

Attest 

19. Batchelder, Nathaniel, House ^ y4^per r^?!^-u,<u/^^ ^ JA 

R.^Bt8r ^^^^^^ 

20. Battell House 

National Regdstei; 
Entered In the /-l^eeper /A(tA..^. ^ V^^, , ^yh/j^^ 
National Register ' </ 

Attest 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Batchelder, Nathaniel, House (Reading MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

O resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
d l owner objection 
CU appeal 

Substantive Review: • sample • request 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date: t j / 
Date Due: 7 ' ^ - ^ / / ^ - / y / i / 

ip-j.- Ac t ion : rACCEPT _ 
.RETURN. 
.REJECT. 

Federal Agency: 

• appeal d NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. IMame 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CU good 

CUfair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
CU completeness .- ; 
CU clarity . , 
CU alterations/integrity .-. •,. — 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
CU completeness 
CU clarity 
CU applicable criteria 
CU justification of areas checked 
CU relating significance to the resource 
CU context 
CU relationship of integrity to significance 
CU justification of exception 
CU other 

9. IMajor Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CU Maps 
CU Photographs 
CU Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to. 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 









Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290 


