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The Pine Street School, built in 1922, is a simple Mediterranean Revival stucco 
building with strong Romanesque and Renaissance Bevival elements. The build­ 
ing's two-story horizontal facade, flanked by assymmetrical protruding wings, 
terminates in a low hipped tile roof. A simple panelled cornice frieze, re­ 
peated in the central facade, and narrow round-arched windows and doorways 
add Renaissance detailing to an otherwise plain exterior.

The building was abandoned as a school in 196?, and recently purchased and 
rehabilitated as a shopping complex. The building's structural and textural 
integrity remain intact, with the minor addition of an amphitheatre and three 
small shops which were constructed to enhance the scale of the existing build­ 
ing as well as help the circulation pattern. A red tile roof has been rein­ 
stalled, the building returned to its original white exterior color, and the 
interior classrooms converted to shops. The major change has occurred in 
the grounds which have been altered to provide commodious walkways and resting 
spaces for the public.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Pine ^treet School, built in 1922, is Redding f s third public grammar school 
and replaced two earlier school buildings, the first built in 18?3 and the sec­ 
ond in 1881. The building is representative of a school construction program 
which took place throughout California in the early 1920 ! s in an attempt to 
improve the school system, and is significant as an example of the architec­ 
tural style utilized in this massive undertaking.

Moreover, it is representative of the turn-of-the-century awakening in Calif­ 
ornia to her own colonial past. The awakening which first focused on the long- 
neglected California Franciscan missions also found its expression in the Med­ 
iterranean Re^d.val mode of which this building is an example.

The building retains its original integrity, and as a school in continuous 
operation from 1922 to 196? provides Redding with a sense of time and place.
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