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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Grand Lodge Hall of the Ancient Order of United Workmen at 112-114 North Roberts 
Street, Fargo, North Dakota, was built in 1914-1915 from the plans of Haxby &! 
Gillespie. The three-story masonry building occupies the lot's full 140 foot depth; 
its principal or east facade extends 41.7 feet along Roberts Street. ;

The symmetrical, clasicany-ornamented front is divided vertically into three parts: 
a stone-veneered first floor; architecturally unified second and third stories; and 
a cornice/parapet. The first floor or base consists of a transom-med double door 
flanked by two broad windows. The entry is framed with a simple molding and surmounted 
by a bracketted pediment with apron, upon which are incised the sans-serif initials 
"A.O.U.W." The flanking windows are each divided in a 1-2-1 rhythm by vertical 
mull ions; there is also a horizontal muntin separating the fixed glass below from 
the tinted, light-diffusing panels above. All sills, moldings and other details, 
as well as the coursed ashlar veneer, are of the same light pink sandstone.

;. 3; ".,-i'.M-.. - --;j'v':\J <•• •.•:••>•; •; /.;•': I ,r " -rl ' ?--•'_- ;• : -,':••: /'';.:- ;

Above an exaggerated sill course, the second and third floors are treated as an 
ornamental unit. Within a stone frame of horizontal courses and vertical quoins, 
the double-hung windows of the second and third floors are grouped in vertical pairs. 
Each pair is itself framed with smaller scaled quoins and other stone molding, in­ 
cluding a semi-circular arch with keystone. These five window pairs are then spaced 
to correspond with the 2-1-2 rhythm established on the first floor below. The re­ 
mainder of the wall surface consists of a medium-brown iron-spot brick, interrupted 
by a string course at the spring line of the third floor arches. :

Tlie uppermost portion of the Roberts Street facade is divided into three horizontal 
bands. Wreathed medallions flank the first one of brick; the second consists of 
a bracketted cornice projecting nearly two feet and wrapping around the corners of 
the facade; and the third is a brick and stone parapet including the insignia of 
the A.O.U.W. - !

P - _ ' :

The north elevation of common brick and variously placet windows seems to have anti­ 
cipated a building of at least three stories on the adjacent lot. But the south and 
west facades are of the same brick as the Roberts Street facade; the south elevation 
is particularly handsome.

The adjacent property at the corner of Roberts Street and First Avenue North had been 
partially occupied since 1894 by Fargo's first Federal Building, which may have 
assured that a visual easement would remain in the foreseeable future. The south 
elevation was therefore set back from the property line slightly less than five 
feet and veneered with the same dense medium brown brick. In addition, the front 
ornamental treatment was carried around on the first bay of this side elevation, 
giving a sense of depth to what would otherwise appear to be a two-dimensional \ com­ 
position. Westward from this bay, simple rectangular window openings have been cut 
at the first and ^second floors. But at the third floor level, eight arched Palladian
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windows give expression (and light) to the lodge rooms located there. Brick arches, 
keystones, string courses and parapet correspond to the sandstone details of the 
front elevation.

Hie building's internal organization is predictably simple. Bisected lengthwise, by 
a corridor and column line, the first and second floors were divided into speculative 
office space; the first floor consisted of two long rental spaces and the second was 
divided into smaller units. At the third floor, however, the A.O.U.W. meeting rooms 
were located.

Ante-chambers and other smaller rooms on the east, north and west surround the main 
lodge hall, whose five Palladian windows face south across the still-open side yard 
of the old Federal Building. Both south and north interior walls are divided into 
five equal units by engaged Tuscan pilasters, and these in turn begin to "support" 
the beamed ceiling; the central unit of the ceiling contains an octagonal skylight. 
Walls and ceilings are plastered; the wainscoting door and window trim are of oak. 
Upper portions of windows are of stained glass and contain heraldic motifs.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The A.O.U.W. Building is significant in terms both of the history of Fargo and North 
Dakota and the architectural history of the region. The Ancient Order of United Work­ 
men was itself an early North Dakota institution, one of a number of secret fraternal 
societies of the early post-settlement period. The first Grand Lodge of the A.O.U.W. 
was founded at Jamestown in 1883, but by 1907 the Fargo Lodge # 5 was the state's largest 
lodge with over 400 members. The fraternity met in rented quarters in several locations 
until 1915, when the Roberts Street building was completed. The Roberts Street 
location remained the home of the lodge until 1927 when the organization moved to 
newer facilities on North Tenth Street. The A.O.U.W. eventually ceased to be a 
fraternal order and became the mutual insurance comp.any known as Pioneer Mutual Life.

For many years the A.O.U.W. 
College, which was housed th 
versity Avenue. Interstate 
stitution in the Fargo area, 
education for several generations 
key positions in management

building has been associated with the Interstate Business 
2re until 1978 when the school relocated on South Uni- 
3usiness College has been an important educational in- 
serving a wide region and providing quality business 

of North Dakotans. Graduates of I.B.C. occupy 
throughout the region.

The A.O.U.W. Building is representative of an architectural style which might be 
termed Commercial Classical, which is being gradually eliminated from North Dakota 
cities and towns. The building is handsomely proportioned and exhibits details and 
craftsmanship impossible to attain in contemporary construction. This building also 
is representative of a specialized historic building type. From the 1870's through 
World War I, fraternal organizations in the region typically occupied impressive 
structures designed with meeting halls on the upper floor and speculative commercial 
space on lower floors. In Fargo only the Masonic Block or Dakota Business College 
(also being nominated to the National Register in June, 1979), and the A.O.U.W. 
Building remain essentially intact as representatives of this building type. Al­ 
though the A.O.U.W. Building was built some thirty years after the Masonic Block, the 
two structures display a marked similarity in internal organization and history.

The Firm of Haxby & Gillespie, architects for the A.O.U.W. Building, was formed about 
1905. The partnership continued to operate in Fargo until World War I, and produced 
a number of important buildings throughout North Qakota., In the ,1920's Gillespie 
ceased architectural practice and founded Gate City Savings & Loan, one of the 
leading lending institutions in the state.
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Lot 4, Block 5, Roberts Addition to the City of Fargo, North Dakota
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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