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NATT QW REG STER GRER A STATEMENT (if appl i cabl e)

Tho Frank Reed Three-Decker possesses integrity oi location, design,setting, materials,

wor kmanship, feeling and association. | tis significant as a representative exanple of
thre first three-decker contructionboomin the Main South neighborhood in the [ate 1880s,
a period that saw considerable industrial development in the area, and an influx of new
enpl oyees and their families. |t isalso an unusually well-preserved survival of a
particularly ornate, Queen Anne style three-decker. The Reed Three-Decker thus meets
criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places on the local level.

ARCHITECTURAL SGNIFICANCE Describe important ar chitectural features axd evaluate in tenas of
other buildings within the coramunity. *

Architecturally, 915 Main Street is a remarkably well-preserved exanple of the earliest
phase of local Queen Anne three-decker construction. The house has the typical side-hall
plan with side-wall jog, and a recessed, three-tier entry bay porch on its asymmetrical
facade. |t also-has a characteristic hip roof, and is clad in clapboard and shingle. The
buiicli;i3 i s unusual however for the round, projecting three-tier tower, with its conical
cap, that flanks the porch on the main facade. The porch features chanfered and turned
posts, scroll, lattice, and curved decorative brackets, and is capped by a small, projecting
gable. Wndows are sinmply framed, with 22 sash. Ilie main entry contains a panelled,

doubl e-l1eaf door. Decorative corner brackets mark the wide roof cornice overhang.

HSTORCA. SGNHCANE Explain the roie owners played in [ocal or state history ad how the
building relates to the devel opnent of the conaunity:.

The Reed Three-Decker was built ca.l888, at approximately the sanme time as the neighboring
Pilgrim Congre~satlonal Church, 909 Main Street (NR), a Main South |andmark. Situated on
the edge of the area's high status residential district, 913 Hain Street was d.vred from
1888 through 1920 by Frank Reed, whose occupation in the late 19th century was |isted

as electrician and machinist, but wo by 1908 owned the Francis Reed Conpany, manufacturers
of drilling machinery on nearby Haninond Street. In the 1920s, the house was owned and
occupied by Thonas Fielding, an assembler of wool spinning machinery for the Johnson

and Benet Conpany. Besides Reed, the earliest known residents appear to have been

busi nessmen or white-collar enployees. |In 1888, they included Peter Bradt, a dry goods
merchant; David Bradt, a druggist; and GS Boutelle, a moulding Manufacturer. From 1900

to 1922, the third floor apartment was occupied by the famly of Frank Jones, enployed
during the period as either a salesman or a collector. Tenants on the second floor included
Charles Childs, occupation unlisted; and Antipas Earle, a dealer of cigars

B Bl GEHY and/ or REFERENES

Worcester Directory, Worcester House Directory, 1888, 1890, 1896, 1900, 1912, 1922, 1928
L.J. Richards, Atlas of the Citv of Worcester, 1896, 1911, 1922.
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