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The attached property, the Powhatan Methodist Church, in 
Lawrence County, Arkansas, reference number 77000260, was 
listed in the National Register of Historic Places by the Keeper 
of the National Register on 11/23/1977, as evidenced by the 
FEDERAL REGISTERIWEEKL Y LIST notice of Tuesday, February 
7, 1978, Part II, Vol. 43, No. 26, page 5170. The attached 
nomination form is a copy of the original documentation 
provided to the Keeper at the time of listing. 
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i) DESCRIPTION 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL(IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Church Building now known as the Powhatan Methodist 
Church was built in 1872. It is a one sto!'y frame structure with 
a gable roof. ·rhe front door w3.y, which is the only entrance to the 
building, is located in the center of the east facade and has double 
doors with a transom. 1'wo double hung sash windows on each side 
flank · the .entrance. There are two cloak rooms, one on either side of 
ths foyer and two doors leading from the foyer to the sarictuary. 

'· The north and . souih ·sides of the building have three windows each. 
The w~st side has two windows. All windo0s ~re identical to those at 
·the entry. 'Ehere is a brick flue at the east wall of · thP. sanctuary 
and ·a stove which is part of t~e original furnishinss. The . roof has 
approximately a sixteen-twelve pitch and presently has co~position 
shingle~ over the ori ginal wooden shingles. fhe exterior is covered 
with simple wood clapboard having a plain frieze board, simple corner 
boards faintly resembling pilasters and a simply molded box cornice. 

sto!"le 
1he structure rests on a stone foundation. 

front steps have ei~ht treads and eight risers 
· concrete railings . 

T~e co:1crete and 
and stone and 

The interior contains a flat ceilinz which has hooks to 
hold bronze chande l iers that contained four oil burning l amps each . 
On.e of the c:hand2liers rerriai0.. s and has been converted to electric 
light. Th8 interior has simple and plain wood floors, walls, and 
eel lin;-'. 'rhere is a simple r:o ldinr; around the interior head, jamb 

.. .,.J - ·-

2.!ld siLL of' the windo•ss . 'l'he p~ 'NS . and a ptlmp o:;_~;an ar2 part of the 
original furnighings . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

rhe earliest records of the Po~Nhat<:L'1. f;'iethodist Church 
anpear in the Nethodist Conference Journals in the year 1858. In that year Powhatan ~:;a:-s-·a,-·part of the Jacksonport District, i~ rka:1s:1s Conference, 
·-i -'-'h 2Si• mn·,..,'"-e.,...'"' a"'d 1' local n""s+o..-.~ "1·1·11 i"''n '"' "h' o~·'-ar' \'ta"' -'-ht:> a'"'si a-n-::.·1 .',: _ t,.~.! ... ~ -r : ..... -1 :_a .... · ..:.;:) 4l -r . .... 1 .. :.:1.'- .., ..:.. ~ • ' . __ __ c ... , • .:.\. • 1. ,'J (.,..._. ...... 0 l• • ·~ ~ c •:l\... .... 0 c; r._ 

pastor. In 1859 the churches were rearranged on the Po·:h3.tctn Circuit 
-f'·o..,... ·'-'le v rc-'"'o..,...+e-:1 1R1 ··r':1.i+e m~m"l-.::.y.,., Jr9 "'"'roh'""t~or.or,..." a'"' 4 1.., "colo~ori" . J . ... .:.. Lr ( .... tJ. ...._. :-" _ -.~ \ ·..... . ~ ' - v • r.::; , ~ 4 ;J ·- - .::> J -r ~;. _, :.J. .. . ~ .. 1 ...... - ~ r .:. .1 U .J . .!. .. ::.. ·_. 

r:; .~ ~:&bers (as- they vTere called~) From 1860 to 1864 ?owhatE:tn. was serv-=d 
by pastor3 F.~. Thacker, .J. M. Clayton, Moses C. ~orris, and William 
R. :Foster. Records show ·Powhata1'l and Po~ahont2.s Station in 1871 with Jl 
~eQ~ers and T. Robinson ~s nastor. Tradition h~s it that the church 
mc~bers met in. wo~ship servlcea ~own on the riv8r front (Black River). No 
recor1s c2.n be :!:ound as to ;vh2.t ty;Je of buildin:; these 'rJOrshi:p services r -~re h ·:.ld in. _.\s was t~1e custom in the early d~ys to build._ 3. log build in.:; 

:-!at w2.s nse·-'1 for church and school; then perha?s ::1 lo :: builfin;: \'laS u.sed 
for the early Powhatan Methodist Church. - ~ 

( 

~e cor·: s from the -'' rk3.."13::!8 ~i stor~r Cor:1mission show the 
present Powh~t~n Kethodist Ch~rch was established in 1872, the year 
tha present buildin~ was built. On July 1 !~, 1874 , John A. Lindsay and 
\; ·.:")rt~-l :, *f'i"'H ..... I":)~r 'nl·s ,,,;.,··a.·· -<"") :p T 1·11"\ri,....,':l,.. ~""'~ ..:::-~ ,l~f:l : .. . 7-in.-1-!"1,, ~.ao~-...J 
;.. - <-<- J . l•.- ~, • .:..J '- \ .0. '. • ,:;.__J 1 . l l .o •. L ... ~ , _ ...... ..;:)~ 1.. ..L.. t .!..i !.t .1.~"')•.-.j· ·~·-·.1~ ..... :..._I ,; :LJ......- . : . ....... -· ~ • , ;...,;..;~• .• 0 ~-:. ..... ..;: ; _ ~_ ...... • . .. • ..... ':!'' . .). 

+~1P t'Y' ec:; o..-,+ Ch'JY'r>-.,., ~Y'onor-'-H ~0""' -'-ho c::•t · Q-'"' -· 10 01'\ -L ·'"'' -, :p ~t t .::_' ••• _ .... ~ ... ........ ....... .., ~~' - -~"-~.loll. .;_.l.A.. • • .: .. ,. '·J ,j .J . .:... ;,_ L . • • __ ._,[~ .!. ' J• • . J L..O 1 .Jn 9.m~J .... ~ l.J.3.r r 

r•"'Y'~rc"'o~ r-: ·-· '-::vl':)>'\-'1 ·:· l·ll,· ... . ..., rr '"'~l.'"'""' ··' e.-.-~- ., ····c1rer -' - . j '"'"' l -- -- c~ •• ~ 0 .. , • -'·--·J -'-'•L·' , ,~ _ . --=---" __ • n -.-.. • L ·.- .~, .. : u. y .. • .--, J. ,, .. ~!1'?.1'' , an• .... !1a~ cos 
. ~ . Stuart, as rrustees of the Kethodist 3piscopal Church, South. 

Colonel Geor~e fhoras~u~zh, one of the greatest la~ne~ 
.<..r}<:-'3.:"1sas :·::e t hodism ever produced w:.s Superin.te~vient of t!1e i>:ethodist 
S ~Jnday ;3c hool ?.t Fovrhatan ::'lTOl_lnd 1890 . :·rhi le livj_n f. at Po,·;ha-f:::J.n he 
~ " ~ _._. ' ·1 - ' · ' d + ' ~- ' 1 • _._. ' ~ :- 1. -J. <_ vlC80 __ ?.'.'• anc w;;;.s l . ~n vli lee. 1.'.'J. t. n everv Dt13..S8 or· ·::-n.P''Ch WQ1"'}r 

,... • • • . ..J - ·- • • - ... ' 

~q~y ~1mes serv1ng 1n the absenc~ of the pastor to co~duct a ~u~eral. 
Colonel Thornsburzh serv~d in pro~inent nositions in th~ Batesvil l~ 
:-; ,· r- ...1... • + 1""\ .C' ~ "'-, . ,. • -; ..&- .:;> • ;:., ,. . n . . . . 
·-· -·--'~· T.'l.C., vOn.~er<?nce an-_. vne ·/,IllL-e i.)_ver !JO:i:terenc~ ElJ'J.d lo99 ass~t:ned the 
h 1.-~SFless mr.-{n:l<:·~ment of t'le .\ r !c2.ns~s hethodj_st. ~lisha ·r~eodo::.~e · 
':nyland, SO(; of ,Jon:=:ttha!1 \'iayJ.and (for who·r;l '.'/ e.yl?l.:1d Sprin;::; ;28.r Imbode:;, 
~ ~ransas , was named), follo wed :hornsbur~.h a,. s s~nn_ ri.n~~-"d~.~-- t - ~h -. d _ _ . _ __ _ o :::: _ -_,,_ e ~,__;_n .. 2.y 
S~ho ol a~d served until 1895. - -

? m·1h2. tan r·:ethor'list Ch t:rch se r ved f:.s the only c:hurch in 
· o~hata~ u~ until th9 mid-1880's. u~ till th~t ti~e citizens of all 
~~:: ·t .~sf .. si :~~ ': rs a!!d !!on-sin. n~1~s," c.·tter1ded chn r(: ~l i .. '1 th\~! ~-~-ces~~(t_t 

Y!. U ~'l.i_~l:_r. :::' >e Chnrch 1'72.3 the focal ~qoint o:" t hr: t o·:n, ·:·:~c::.:i:"l ·-s , bactisl~s , 
;·-:1; ·: f· ~ J. ~:c-: !-.. ~ .!. s ~)-f . OlJ t s tr:-:. r~d. -~- n:; cit 5. ~~ ~ r:. s o :r l:o ~- ''~· s. 't ~ r. ·N~ r~ h c:~ l ~~ in_ t;1 ~~ c 1-1 ~~~~:--cJ1 • 
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The church was the scene of many quarterly church conferences. It served 
as the setting for the marriages of elay Sloan and Kitty Matthews and 
Ethel Maude Matthews and Ashley G. Saffell. The Methodist Missionary 
Society was an active organization of the church and served the town as 
well. ~n 1868 the John P. Morton Company, Louisville, Kentucky, presented 
the Po~hatan Methodist Church a large, beautifully engraved Bible, which 
is still a part of the antique furnishings of the building. 

Church members traveled by foot, in wagon, and on horseback to attend 
worship services in the Powhatan Methodist Church. A wooden board walk 
than ran by the no~thwest side. of the church led many people up to wooden 
steps into the chruch building. The wooden steps of the building were 
later replaced by cobblestone steps. Two small cloak .rooms on each side 
of the entrance foyer served to hang cloaks, shoes and hats. Later these 
cloak rooms served as Sunday School classrooms. Two antique bronze 
chandeliers held four oil-burning lanterns each that were used to illuminate 
the sanctuary until electricity became available. A church bell was 
purchased and used to summon the beginning of the worship services. Except 
for these later changes the church building appears the same as it did 
back when it was first constructed. 

Early church members included: B.F. Matthews, Colonel George and Margaret 
Thornsburgh, Elisha T. Wayland, E.T. Wayland, F.M. \\layland, Henry T. Wickershaw, 
George 0. and Mary Jung, Charles A. Stuart, Champ T. Stuart, William and 
Luvenia Matthews, J.R. Wells, Tom Cravens, Ashley and Maude Saffell, Buelah 
l1atthews, Bessie LeMay, Narjorie Rowsey, William R. Wayland, Clay and Kitty 
Sloan, J. W. Martin, William T. Rainey, Mrs. L.B. Poindexter, Luther and Ida 
Belle Flippo. 

E.T. Wayland, son of Elisha T. Wayland, was appointed Presiding Elder of 
the Paragould District in 1928 and was able to pastor and bold church con­
ferences in the church of his childhood at Powhatan. As the State of Arkansas' 
l'.ethodist Church organization changed, the Methodist Church at Powhatan 
changed its title from Methodist Episcopal Church South to the Powhatan 
United Methodist Church. 

This beautiful old building is located approximately 300 feet from the 
Powhatan Courthouse, which is already on the National Register of Historic 
Places, 150 feet from the Powhatan Jail House, 300 feet from the Powhatan 
School House, whjch at one time formed the central life of Powhatan, a 
once thriving, river town. It continues to serve the town of Powhatan 
and Arkansas Methodism with religious services still held in the building. 
The ~hurch building stands prc~d as a reminder of the contribution religion 
played in th~ rural life of Arkansas and is especially worthy of notice ·. 
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Missing Core Documentation 

Property Name 
Powhatan Methodist Church 

County, State 
Lawrence, 
Arkansas 

Reference Number 
77000260 

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry: 

_X_ Nomination Form (Photocopy from SHPO present) 

_Photographs 

_USGS Map 
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