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The attached property, the Powhatan Methodist Church, in
Lawrence County, Arkansas, reference number 77000260, was
listed in the National Register of Historic Places by the Keeper
of the National Register on 11/23/1977, as evidenced by the
FEDERAL REGISTER/WEEKLY LIST notice of Tuesday, February
7, 1978, Part I, Vol. 43, No. 26, page 5170. The attached
nomination form is a copy of the original documentation
provided to the Keeper at the time of listing.

_/)O/ /7 /7&\ Yo/ 200
7‘/ Keeper of tWonal Register of Historic Places Date

S:/nr_nhl/jjoecke/archives/inventoriesandfrc/certificanletter/certifyletter



e 01214 390 Nev. 20-74) -4 —PIbs - 55
C UNITEDSTATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
: NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

N/TIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORICPLACES [**V%
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
. TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

EYNAME

‘. ; g » 3 i
HISTORIC 8 ‘ ; " ' - i G wbt -l
Pownatan iiethodist Church : :

AND/OR COMMON.

LOCATION Beginninz at a point N70 dez. W 40' from SW Corner of Block,
staeera numasr. 10 OF orl"lnal survey of Iown of Powhatan to c1nclude lot - |

3% [ 2 oF Powhatan, TU1L7. R 2;
of Block 1? of survey of Town it LA

CITY. TOWN ] CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
" - Powhatan — VICINITY OF i : : Third
STATE i ' CODE © COUNTY CODE
: wrkaﬂqas 05 Lawrence - i :
@ CLA SSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS i PRESENT USE
—DISTRICT ~ —PUBLIC floccumso . —AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
A BUILDING(S) . { PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL —PARK
-—STRUCTURE __BOTH ; __WORK IN PROGRESS . __EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RES!DENCE
r —SITE y PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE : —_ENTERTAINMENT _{RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT —INPROCESS : —YES: RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED Z_YES: UNRESTRICTED —_INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION
—NO ; —MILITARY . —OTHER: :

FAOWNER OF PROPERTY

NAME : _ sy ! ‘ !
Powhatan Fethodist Church } i

STREET & NUMBER

CITY. TOWN Towhatan - SIMIE Aveansan !

: — VICINITY OF )
[F4LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION it :
COURTHOUSE. p ‘;

REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC.

—

Lawrence nountyvy Jourthouse

STREET & NUMBER

s !
CITY, TOWN STATE :
N¥alnut Ridze

i REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE

"l
AXKansas

DATE

—FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY __LOCAL

CePOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN STATE




74 DESCRIPTION P F v
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Church Building now known as the Powhataan [ethodist
Church was built in 1872, It is a one story frame structure with
a gavle roof. The front door way, which is the only entrance to the
building, is located in the center of the east facade and has double
doors with a transom, ' Two double hung sash windows on each side
flank the entrance. There are two cloak rooms, one on either side of
the foyer and itwo doors leading from the foyer to the sanctuary.
The north and south sides of the building have three windows each,
The west side has two windows. A1l windows are identical to those at
the entry. There is a brick flus at the east wall of the sanctuary
and a stove which is part of the original furnishings, The roef has
approximately a2 sixteen-twa2lve pitch and presently has composition
shingles over the original wooden shingles. The exterior is covered
with simple wood cxaﬂboard Having a plain frieze board, simple corner
toards falntly resembling pllaSuers and a SImﬁlv molded box cornice
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B8 SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
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—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS —LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MILITARY __SOCIALZHUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 _ART __ENGINEERING —-MusIC . __THEATER
- 1800-1899 —COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  _PHILOSOPHY ~ _TRANSPORTATION
—1900- __COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY - —_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)
_INVENTION '
SPECIFIC DATES " T BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The earliest records of the Powhatan iiethodist Church

aprear in the lethodist Conference Jowrnqlq in the year 1858, In that
year Powhatan was g part of the Jacksonport District, Arkansas Conference
with 284 members and 4 local pastors. william R, Foster was the assigneac
rastor. In 1859 the churches were rearranged on the Powhatan Circuit
for they reported 181 white membars, 49 "probationers,” and 13 "colored“
members (as they were called;) From 18560 to 1864 Powhatan was served
by pastors F.W. Thacker, J, M, Clayton, Koses C. Morris, and ”111iam
. Foster., Records show Powhatan and Pocahontas Station in 1871 with 31
members and T. Robinson as pastor. Tradition has it that the church
members met in worship services down on the river froat (Black River). No
ra2cords can be found as to what type of buildin thesge worshﬁﬁ services

(r are hald in., As was the custom in the early days to build.a log building

nat was used for church and school; then perhaps a2 logz bulldlnf was used

for ths early Powhatan kethodist Chureh, it

Records from the Arkansas History Commission show the
presaent Powhatan iethodist Church was established in 1872, the ye
wh2 present building was dbuilt. On July 1%, 1874, John A, Lwndqu and
Martha A, Iindsay, his wife; 4sa T. Lindsay and Sallie W, 7 aeded
the present church property for the sum of 510.00 to Champ T 1art,
rFrances ki, vayland, %illiam T. Ralney, dfeary 2., Wickershaw, and Charles
4. dtuart, as Trustees of the metnodls Zniscopal Church, South.

Colonel Georze Thorashurzh, one of tha createst layvmen
4Ariansas dethodism ever nroduced was Superinte q&entvof the Lethodist
Sunday 3School 2t Powhatan around 1890, #hile livine a+ FPowhatan he
vraciiced law and was identified with avery ohase of Church worl
nacy times serving in the absesnce of the pastor to conduct a funéra1.
©olonel Therasbursh servesd in ””o" nent vositions in the Batezville
‘1s?rict Conference and the white )vor Conferen ' 8399 assuwned the

15iness manazement of the ‘*(ﬂ1~-= keathodigt, Theodore '
iand, son of Jonathan Wayland (for wnom Jayla 5% near Imboden
‘2nsas, was named), followed Jhornsbursh as Su dent of the Sv”:a“
s3ohool and servad until 1895 t :
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<~ id-1880" Ur £i11 that time citizens of 221
n-rlr"mv“s," attended chureh in the "wesent
23 the foczl point of the town, D'xt*“, baniisms
d2ng cltizens of Powhatan wers held in The church,
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. - The church was the scene of many quarterly church conferences. It served
as the setting for the marriages of Clay Sloan and Kitty Matthews and
Ethel Maude Matthews and Ashley G. Saffell. The Methodist Missionary
Society was an active organization of the church and served the town as
well. In 1868 the John P. Morton Company, Louisville, Kentucky, presented
the Powhatan Methodist Church a large, beautifully engraved Bible, which
is still a part of the antique furnishings of the building.

Church members traveled by foot, in wagon, and on horseback to attend
worship services in the Powhatan Methodist Church. A wooden board walk

than ran by the northwest side. of the church led mény people up to wooden
steps into the chruch building. The wooden steps of the building were

later replaced by cobblestone steps. Two small cloak rooms on each side

of the éntrance foyer served to hang cloaks, shoes and hats. Later these
cloak rooms served as Sunday School classrooms. Two antique bronze
chandeliers held four oil-burning lanterns each that were used to illuminate
the sanctuary until electricity became available. A church bell was
purchased and used to summon the beginning of the worship services. Except

for these later changes the church building appears the same as it did
back when it was first constructed.

Early church members included: B.F. Matthews, Colonel George and Margaret
Thornsburgh, Elisha T. Wayland, E.T. Wayland, F.M. Wayland, Henry T. Wickershaw,
George O. and Mary Jung, Charles A. Stuart, Champ T. Stuart, William and
Luvenia Matthews, J.R. Wells, Tom Cravens, Ashley and Maude Saffell, Buelah
Matthews, Bessie LeMay, Marjorie Rowsey, William R. Wayland, Clay and Kitty
Sloan, J. W. Martin, William T. Rainey, Mrs. L.B. Poindexter, Luther and Ida
Belle Flippo. ]

E.T. Wayland, son of Elisha T. Wayland, was appointed Presiding Elder of

the Paragould District in 1928 and was able to pastor and hold church con-
ferences in the church of his childhood at Powhatan. ‘As the State of Arkansas'
Methodist Church organization changed, the Methodist Church at Powhatan
changed its title from Methodist Episcopal Church South to the Powhatan

United Methodist Church.

This beautiful old building is located approximately 300 feet from the .
Powhatan Courthouse, which is already on the National Register of Historic
Places, 150 feet from the Powhatan Jail House, 300 feet from the Powhatan
School House, which at one time formed the central life of Powhatan, a

once thriving, river town. It continues to serve the town of Powhatan

and Arkansas Methodism with religious services still held in the building.
The church building stands prcud as a reminder of the contribution religion
played in the rural life of Arkansas and is especially worthy of notice.
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Povhatan Arkansas

§21STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 4

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL ___ STATE =t ' LOCAL_K_

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |

hareby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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Missing Core Documentation

Property Name County, State Reference Number
Powhatan Methodist Church Lawrence, 77000260
Arkansas

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

_X__ Nomination Form (Photocopy from SHPO present)
____Photographs

___USGS Map
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