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1. Name nf Property

historic name. Fitch-Hoose House

other names/site number. Hoose House

2. Location

street & number 6 Gulf Road not for publication
city or town Dalton vicinity
state Massachusetts code_MA county Berkshire .code_ QQ3_ .Zip code 01226

3. State/Federal Agency Certifiratinn

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this is'nomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
H'meets « does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

* nationally « statewide H™ocally. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon, SHPO Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets ¢« does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

Snal Park Service Certifir.atinn
herepy certify that this property is: Date of Action
I"ntered in the National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
» other (explain):



Fitch-HoQse House
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
_ private X building(s)
X. public-local _ district
_ public-State _ site
_ public-Federal __ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

NOMFRTIC/singlR dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Greek Revival

Narrative Description

Berkshire, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 Q .building
sites
structures
objects
J. Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

VACANT/nnt in use

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation  stone

walls vinyl

roof asptialL

other. brick

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. Narrative Description

The FHtch+Hoose House is located on the northwest comer of the intersection of High Street, Park Avenue, ad
Bridle Raed in the Berkshire County town of Ddton in Westem Massachusetts High Stredt, west of Pak, is
dso known as Gulf Road, the property being a the eestan ed of The Gulf, arugged and picturesque wooded
aeawheae African-Americans are known to have settled in the 19" century. There are other houses of amilar
de ad form father eest on High Street, where other black families are known to havelived. The area is
locdly known as having originated as an African-American endave.

The main section of the 1 /2-gory house mesares roughly 20 feet by 12 feet, with aone-gtory extenson
meesring 28 feet by 12 fet on the reer (photos 1-3). The rear edge of the gable roof of the main section
teminates dightly above the flatter shed roof on the extendon. A historic photograph (ca.l900) suggests that
the eestam portion of this extension wes edded to the housea an eaxly date (Fig.l). Itsroof hed agegoer pitch
than the exigting roof and was contiguous with the mainroof It was originally about 14 feet inlength. This
sction hes been enlarged with arecent addition doubling its Sze and extending it ebout eight feet pedt the wet
wall of the main section; the pitch and connection of the roof was evidently dtered at thistime (photo 2). The
wadls of the entire house have bean covered with agreen vinyl dgpboard siding, and the roofing materid is now
light gray agphdt shingles on the main section, and agphdt shedts onthe extension. Theae isafull gone
besamat under the main section with brick coursesat the top for amorefini shedexterior gopearance The
extenson was condructed over acrawl goace with agtone foundation visible under the dlder section and a
conarete block foundation under the addition.

The main section of the houseis framed with timber principa mambas and savn joists, dudsand raftersin a
manner typica for the mid 19 century. Comer podtsare expossd onthe interior in the traditiond New England
fashion, but are boxed rather than planed, again reflecting 19*-cantury methods. There are timber cross beans
negr the canter of the main and atticfloorsthat carry the partitions dividing both levels into two rooms (Fgs2 &
3, photo 5). Sawnfloorjoids (threeto-six inches) are natched into the tops of these beams ass wel as sills ad
girts a the outsde ends They are goecad 21 inches goart on canters on the main floor and 26 inches on centers
on the atic floor. Rafters mesaure three by four inches and are goeced 30 inches gpart on caters: The framing
method employed in the dlder part of the extenson hes not bean determined; the extension addition is framed
with current materiads and practices.

The front (south) facade contains an of f-center entranceflankedby windows (Figs. 2& 3 and photos 1 & 3).
Two attic-gtory windows that gppeer in the higtoric photograph and are till visible on the interior have been
covered by the current wall siding (Fig.l). Theorigind door and frame are intact (glazing hes bean added to the
uppar s=ction of the door), and amed sorm door hes bean added to the exterior. Window gpenings ad frames
ae intact, but the higtoric seeh have been removed and replaced with metd framed saeh with insulated glass In
the higtoric photogrgph, the windows contained 2/2 wood sssh.

(continued)
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The est facede of the house contains windows centered in the ground and attic gories (photo 1). The origind
opanings and frames are intact, but the seehes have bean replaced. A square brick chimney is attached to the
exterior wall neer the northeest comer where the main section joins the extension.  Its height hes been incressed
by the addition of three concrete chimney blocks on top of the brick. The eest end of the extenson contains a
door and awindow, which are later additions, as the higtoric view shows only adoor centraly placed in thewadll
(Fig.l). Thewood door hes aplate-glass window inits upper half, and ametd storm door hes been added to the
exterior. Thewindow seeh hes bean replaced more recently. A louvered vent is located in the upper south
comer.

Thewest ed hes an irregular falade due to the presence of the projecting addition of the reer extenson (photo
3). Thewadll of the main section hes but asingle window centered in the attic. There isno window on the main
levd, and there isno particular evidence that one located there origindly would have been waled over. The
west wall of the shed-roof extendon isdso blank excgat for alouvered vent in the uppamogt location. A
window is centered in the northwall of the part of the extenson protruding beyond the main section. Al
windows contain replacemeant saeh.  Electric and tdephone sarvice are atached to the front edge of the main
section.

Only the rear wall of the extension isvisible on the north Sde of the house (photo 2). 1t contains four windows,
with abrick chimney located on the eestem sde of the fafade. The divison between the two sedtions is dearly
evident in the differing sze of windows eest and west, the contragting foundation materids, and thefailing
connection between the two parts of theroof The chimney was built on aconcrete bese, and it dso wes
dongated verticdly with the addition of fluetile. The present chimneys dete to the 20* century. In gopears there
was no hegt in the house originally, or a leest no mesonry chimney; possibly, acook sove and earier chimney
or pipeexiged in the reer section of the house that isnat visible in the historic photo (Fig. 1).

Theinterior of the main section of the houseisdivided into two rooms (Figs2 & 3). Theprincipd living room
is located onthe eedt side and mesaures ebout 11 feet square with adoor and awindow on the south wall and a
window centered in the eest wall (photo 4). The corner pogtsin the northeast and southeest comers protrude

into the room, with the casing of the lower half sggped out from that on the upper half. There isadoorway in
the eedt @d of the north wall, which connects with the kitcheniin the reer; there are two doorway's on the west
wall, one leading to the bed dhamber and one opening on the endoaure containing the attic gairs (photo 5).
Wals ad ceiling retain their origina lath and plagter under alater gpplication of gypsum board. Window and
door gpenings are framed with four-inch board surrounds. Origina doors remain in the doorways to the exterior
and the attic; the other two doors have bean removed. Higtoric 66 (eest) and 2/2 (south) wood window seeh
have been replaced with metd 1/1 sash containing insulated glass. (The 2/2 seeh were late 19%-century
upgrades) A narrow-gauge (1Yi inch wide) hardwood floor hes bean gpplied over the origind wide pine boards
A smdle bad chambar measuring roughly 82 feet aoross the front (south) and eight feet degp oocupies the
southwest comer of the main section (IMAGE 6). The endoaure containing the gair to the attic is located
behind the amadler chambr, filling out the northwest comer of the plan. A window is centered in the south wall
of the bed chamber, and adoorway to the living room is centered in the eest wall. There does not gopear to have
ben awindow in the blank west wall. The historic 2/2 wood saeh have bean replaced with /1 metd seeh
containing insulated glass. Origind lath and plagter walls are covered with gypsum board, and hardwood
flooring hes bean added. The dairs to the atic are Segp, with sevenrinch treeds and nine-inch risers. Origind
plagter finish isexposad onthe walls.

(continued)
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The two attic rooms are roughly the same dimension as thase bdow them, exoept there is no partition dividing
the gairs from the west room. A recent wood-stud partition divides the goeoe about one foot eedt of thegirt a
the et end of the gair hole. It probably replaces aboard wall in the same generd location. Any evidence of
an emxrlier wall isconceded under later cdlulose boards covering the walls and ceiling. Whitewash visble on
rafters and the underdde of the roof, as well as onwall sudsand sheathing, indicates that the interior surfeces of
thewall and roof framing were not covered until the eerly 20* century (photo 7). There are sSingle windows
centered in the gable ends, now containing replacameant seeh. Two window openings in the kneawdl on the
front (south) Sde of the house are till in place, even though they have bean sded over on the exterior. No
window seehes remain in the openings, however.

The besamat isunfinished, with gonewals and floor framing exposed. Fberglass insulation hes bean added
betwean the celling joists; the floor isdirt. There are anumber of brick courses & the top of thewall with two
window openings that have been filled in. Access to the besamant is mede through adoor located in the west
dde of the north wall of themain leve a the top of audewood gairs in the northwest comer of the besamant.
Thiswould have been an exterior entrance before the reer section ws recently lengthened. The dairs leading
from this entrance are relatively new. No evidence of anather entrance hes bean found.

Thekitchen occupies the esst Sde of the two-tage section added to the reer of the house (Thisfirst addition
probably was built around the time Charles A. Hoose moved into the house in 1874.) Theroom meeares
roughly 14/2 feet long and 11 ‘A feet degp (Fig.2). It hes an exterior entrance and window on thewest ed and
two windows on the north sde (photo 8). A doorway to the living room is located a the west end of the south
wall, and a doorway to a pessagein the next addition islocated in the south end of thewest wall. Thelevd of
thefloor in the addition isafew inches higher, and aramp weas congtructed within the doorway to compenstte
for the difference. Theexterior door isorigind, dthough aplate-glass window hes been added to the top;
replacement seeh hes bean ingtdled within existing window openings. Lath and plagter walls and ceiling have
ben covered with later materids, and the floor hes bean covered with agphdlt tiles. The addition on the west
dde of the kitchen doubled the Sze of the rear section. A bathroom abuts the kitchen, and a pesssgavay
traverses aoross its south Sde to provide aooess to abed dhanbear on the extreme west ed of the section. Two
windows are located on the north wall, one for the bathroom and one for the bed chamber. A sscond window
for the bad dhamber islocated in the south wall in asection that extends beyond the west wall of the main
stion of thehousa Thesewindows have a0 been replaced. Thewadls ad ceiling have their origind gypsum
board finish.

The exterior and interior surfaces of the house have bean updated with modem materids gpplied over the
higtoric original wood dapboard (exterior) and lath and plagter (interior)fini shes.Window sseh were replaced
in 1991 in an effort to conserve energy and better inqulate the housein winter. (It ispossible, but not known for
certain, thet insulation was blown into wal cavities a thistime.) However, origind room plans and materids
aurvive and could be restored. The recant addition extending the reer section westward hes nat dtered the
higtoric fabric of the house

(continued)
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Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American Stes are recorded on the Fitch-Hoose House property or in the genard area
(within one mile), Stesmay be presant. Environmentd characterigtics of the property represant locationd
criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) thet are favorable for the presence of Native American dtes
The house oocupies an excessivey drained, leve to moderatdy doping, glacid outwaeh terrace in dose
proximity towetlands Naturd soils in the areaare generdly sandy, formedin glacia outwash materid derived
mainly from sand and gravd deposits. Urbean land deposits, condsting of aress of soil that have bean dtered or
obscured by urban works and gructures are do located in the arean Some aress classified as urben land
depodtswould adversdy  effect the Site potentid in thoselocdes. A smdl, unnamed, pond islocated less then
1,000 feet northeedt of the house The Eadt Branch of the Housatonic River is located approximatdy one-half
mile south and southeest of the property. The Hoose House and mogt of the town of Ddton islocated in the
Housatonic River drainage. Given the above information, the amdl sze of the nominated property
(approximatdy 0.32 acres), and the exteant of higtoric-period land use, alow to moderate potentid exigsfor
locating andent Native American resources on the FHitch-Hoose House property.

A moderate to high potentia exigts for locating historic archaeologica  resources on the FHtdhrHoose House
property. Additiona historica reseerch, combined with archaeologica aurvey and testing, meay locate structurd
evidence of bams, stables and outbuildingsthat mey have exiged on the property. Archaeologica evidence of
occupaiond-rdaed features (trash pits, privies, wells) may dso exis. Careful systematic higtoric, architecturd,
and archaedlogicd study should be mede of the Fitch-Hoose House and its surroundings to identify potentid
architectura and archaeologica characteridics unigue to dwellingsbuilt for and resded inby 19*-century
African Ameicans in wetem Massachusatts Many of these African Americans were freed or fugitive daves
Potentid architecturad and archaeologicd resourcesmay exigt for this property type thet have previoudy not

bean identified.

(end)
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Name of Property
S. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past,

A C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D acemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bihiiographical References

Berkshire, MA_
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture
Community Planning & Development

Ethnic Heritage - Black

Period of Significance
1846-196Q

Significant Dates
1846 (construction of house)

1868 (year Hoose family bought house)

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
unknown

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

_ State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
IL Local government
_University
_ Other
Name of repository:
Dalton Historical Commission
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8. Narrative Statement of Significance

The Ftch-Hoose House is significant as adigtinctive example of a dwelling built for and oocupied by African
Americansin the town of Daton, MA. Itislocated a the edge "The Gulf," arugged wagte areaknown to have
ben settled by African Americansin the early 1800s as they dther were freed or fled from davery following
the Revalutionary War. Philip Hoose was ane of a number of men arriving in Berkshire County who were
ather freed or fugitive davesfrom the Hudson Vdley of New Y ork and who retained the Dutch names of their
medas (Hoose isderived from Hoes Goes or Van Hoesen)  Philip Hoose first gopearsin the 1820 oanaus for
neighboring Cheshire, but he moved to Daton, and mogt likely The Gulf, by 1830, where he and his wife,
Hanneh, raissed alarge family.

Philip HoosZs grandson Charles Hoose bought the Hoose House from farmer John Curtisin 1868. The house
hed bean occupied by different black familiessince it was built in 1846 by William H. Bogart, a Daton cotton
manufecturer, and sold to Henry Fitch, an African American bom in Connecticut. The Hoose family occupied
the housefor three generations, and represents an important African-American presencein thetown. The 1 /2
gory wood-frame house hes dhangad little, excgat superficidly, inits morethan-160-year higtory. Its
trangtiona wood frame, with principal timbers and secondary sawvn components, isintact and typicd of itsmid
19*-cantury congtruction period. The two-room floor plan isacommon sze and arangemeant for alaborer's
dwelling. The shed-roof rear extension was probebly built after Charles Hoose purchesad the property to aod
kitchen space. Such amdl dwelings are rare, especidly without transformeative additions and dterations.

The property medats Nationd Regiger CriteriaA and C a the locd level. Under Criterion A, it hes historica
dgnificancefor its assodiation with the origin and devdopment of the African-American community in Daton
and itsneighboring towns. It dso isalandmark of community planning in the era when blacks were physcdly
awdl as soddly margindized on poorer quaity lands on the fringe of white settlements. In terms of Criterion
Cthe housisarare, digtinctive, and wel-documented example of al9*-century African-American dwelling
with continued use through the entire 20* century.

Background
Chales Hoose purchasad the origind one-acre Ddton parcd that contains the "Fitch-Hoose Housg' from John
Curtis on Decamber 9, 1868." Curtiswas afarmer living in Ddton &t thetime. Chales Hoose was an African
American of about 20 yeersof age with anew wifeand child. Y, it gopears that Charles did not immediatdy
moveinto the house In the 1870 U.S. Canaus he weas recorded as afarmer in Hancock, with a household
containing hiswife, Dearna, son Charles (ege 2 years), infant daughter Grace, and father Algemon (all
mulattos), as well & two white French-Canedian mde farm laborers. (The presance of French-Canedians inan
African American househald is unusud, perhgpsindicating their lowered gatusin the period.) Chaleswes
credited as owning $1,500 of red estate, which possbly incduded the Ddton property. The 1874 Berkshire
Courty Directory locates Charles Hoose in Daton, and, on August 30, 1880, he filed a Declaration of
Homegeed in the Pittsfield Regigry for the land he purchasad from John Curtisin 1868" The 1830 U.S.
Cams records him as aresdent of Daton. Hewes listed as awidower with three children, Charles, Graoe, ad
Hery J. Hoose Chales A. Hoose wiss thefirst of three gengrations who would inhabit the little house on High
Sret in Ddton for the next century and more.

(continued)

Bakdhire County Dels Adars Regidtry, 114:417.
N 240449
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Chales A. Hoose was the grandson of Philip Hoose, whose namefirst gopearsin the 1820 canausin Cheshire, a
town bordering on Ddton. Although it isimpossble to document, he likely came to Berkshire Courty from
New York, where he hed beenadave. It hes long beaen known that this areaof Westem Massechusatts attracted
anumbe of davesfleeingbondagein neighboring sectionsof New York. Asearly as 1903, The Berkshire Hills
monthly reported that "meany of these daves came to the westem mountain fortresses of this county from New
York gate, as well as farther beyond, and pressad on to Vamont and north, [but]  quite anumber fled no farther,
and were immune from capture by pursuing magers through the friendship of the early settlers and through
hiding avay in primitive cabins on the Greylock, Hoosec, or Taconic mountains and among their foothills.™
The neme Hoose wes likely derived from a Dutch master's sumame, such as Hoes, Goes or Van Hoesen, which
were prominent farming familiesin Albany County on the west Sde of the New York border* Other black
families in Berkshire County hed more obvious Dutch names auch as Van Alstyne and Van Duzer.

Philip Hoose was under 45 yearsof age in 1820, which placed his birth around the time of the American
Revolution. No Hoose isligted in any canausprior to 1820 for any of the westem Berkshire towns. According
to New York State law, he would nat have bean legdly manumitted until 1827 unlessfreed by certificate or
will." Philip Hoose was éther freed by a sympathetic megter or fled acrass the border into Massachusetts The
fact that he kept his master's name and provided it to acanaus taker raisesthe question of to what extent hewas
hiding.

Eight African Americans were enumearated in Ddton in the 1790 census Three of them were living in white
househdds one in Benjamin Chamberlain's, and two in Jared Foot's. The ather five comprised the househald
of John Johnson, the only indegpendent black listed in thetown. In neighboring Lanesborough, fifteenAfrican
Americans were counted.  There were four indgpendent heeds of houssholds Benager Hill, William Johnson,
Cud John and Josgoh Robinson. Eech of the entries totaed two persons, suggesting that these were young
married couples establishing themsdves and their families. All of those enumeaed in Ddton ad in
Lanesborough could have been residing in The Gulf, which wes located dong the boundary between the two
towns. Notably, none of the Sumamesrecorded can be congtrued as being Dutch in origin, raising doubts asto
thezeindividuds originsin New York. No blacks were recorded in Cheshire, the town in which Philip Hoose
would later settle. Pittsfield contained five indgpendent African-American familiesin 1790, which amounted to
23 of the 45 blacks enumearated in the town. Itis possble that Philip Hoose had arrived in Berkshire County and
weas an unnamed "ather free person” in awhite househald in 1790; however, it isimpossible to dgerminethis
from the avallable vital records.

(continued)

A A transription of thisartide is contained in "The Sary of the Hoose House!™ a booklet of documentation prepared by the
Ddton Higoricd Commisson.

# Pregt dy Cdurbiaad Greane counties were then part of Albeny County.

* David M. Hllis, etd., A Higory of Nev  Yak Sate (IthecaNY: Comdl Univarsty Rress 1967), 186. Nav Yok hed the
larget dave populaion anog dl the nothem dates In 10 over 11,000 African Ameicanslived in the gate, modly in
rurd aress in the Hudson Valey where Dutch and English fanners rdied on tham for their labor. Legidation wes pessed in
1785 thet prohibited the importation of daves for sdle ad pamitted thar rdesse by catificate or will. Under presaure
from ebalitionids the Sate esahlished a complicated process for ending davery. Tre children of daves bom after Jly 4,
179 waud have the gatus of bond savarts ad abtain full freedom when they reeched age 8 years for mdes ad ap 5
;or fmr\alues Thislav wes eqoandsd in 1817 o thet dl African Amaicans bom before 4 July 179 dso would be dedared
recon Uy 4, 1827.
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John Johnson wiss il the only black heed of househald in Daton when the 1800 cenaus was taken, and his
family of seven represented modt of the nine "people of Colour” counted in the town. (Theodore Hinsdde ad
Cavin Wdds each hed ane African American in their household.)) Thetown of Cheshire dso hed one
independent African-American family in 1800, which was heeded by Adonijah Webger. David Camp and
Phebe Pimewere the only heeds of black househdds in Lanesborough, which registered atotd of 29 African
Ameicansin the town. Pittsfield counted fifteen African-American households in 1800, with one heed, Jeoob
Van Duzer, having a Dutch name  There were 80 people of color living in Pittsfield in 1800; by 1810, that
number hed increesed to 128 (including one individud recorded as adave). In 1810 there were 45 blacks in
Lanesborough and 18in Cheshire, but only one inHinsddle. Daton counted 37 African Americans, with 20 of
them goreed among four indegpendent households heeded by Stgphen Thompson, John Tucker, Augudus
Deming and Prince Danforth.

Philip Hoose was the heed of oneof three black housshadlds living in Cheshire in 1820. (Aaron Williams ad
Hery Vancydes[Van Syckles?] were the heeds of the others). Only a thistime do Dutch sumames begin to
be assodated with African Americans in Berkshire County. Philip was 26 10 45 years of age, and his wife
(Whose name wss Hanneh besad on later vitd records) was eged 14 to 26 years. They hed four sonsunder 14
years of age In addition, there were an older mde and femde over 45 years of age who were probably
Hanneh's parats The final mamber of the household waes awhite mde aged 14 to 26, pahgpsafarm laborer.
Bassd on Hannah's and the children's ages, the Hooses were not married for more than ten years, which would
explain why Philip did not gopeer as ahead of househald prior to 1820 in Massachusetts However, he ad
Hanneh were likely married after he obtained his freedom, as dave familieswere routingy broken up in New
York. It would be unusud if Philip excgped davery together with awife and smdl children, or, for thet metter,
his parents. This suggests that Hanneh wes amambea of one of the black familiesdreedy living in the Cheshire
aeaand that e married Philip and bore their children in Massachusetts This scenaio dso supportsthe
contention that Philip Hoose was afugitive when he arrived in Berkshire County from New York. There were
ds=o four black househdds in Lanesborough in 1820, one heeded by Pater Kip, anather African American usng
aDutch sumame  Hinsdde reported no African Americans, but Daton enumerated 36 blacks, with five
independant househalds heeded by Prince Huntington, John Tucker, Benjamin Spires, John Handler, and Frank
Amum (perhapsfrom the Dutch name Van Amum).

In the 1830 canaus Philip Hoose (spdled Hoos) and his househald are recorded as living in Daton, where the
family remained, in ane form or ancther, theresfter. Philip was till the heed of athree-generation family. The
Hoosss weare one of three African-American families, and thirteen of the 29 blacks living in Ddton thet yeer.
(Philip and Hannah hed nine children.) John Tucker and Squire Gardner were the ather two heeds of
househdlds  Thomas Hoose and his family were enumerated in the town of Lenox, and, besed on their
compardive ages Thomas could have bean Philip's older brother, but their actud rdationship is unknown. In
1840, Philip Hoose and family dtill resded in Daton and Thomas Hoose and family in Lenox, while Sdly
Hoosg, a free colored femde 55 to 100 yearsof age lived done in Fittsfield. By thistime, the grandfather in
Philip's housshald was decesssd and half of the eight children living & home hed been born since the ladt
ocanauss indicating thet five others had moved out. Since none of them are listed as heeds of housghald, the sons
were probably unmarried and boarding with other white or black families, and the daughters were ether
boarding or married.

(continued)
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Ore of those sons Amoes, gopearsin the 1850 Ddton cenaus He wias 26 years of age and living with his
mother, Hanneh, age 52 years and brothers Richard, Stanley, and Edwin. Philip Hoose evidently hed died.
Ancther son, John A. [Algemon] Hoose (ege 3 years), hiswife, Sylva, and their children, John W., Cardline S,
and Chales A., (agessix, four and two yeers, respectivey,) lived in Hinsdde. John isliged just before Squires
P. Hoose (27 years), yet another of Philip's sons and his family. Alonzo Hoose (30 yeers) wes afourth son. He
lived in Lanesborough with his housshold in the midst of other African-American familiesnamad Van Alstyne,
Roberts Amum, Tucker, Jackson, and Moore. This remarkable grouping surdy represents the informal black
community that hed devdoped in The Gulf. The location of Philip Hoosgs dwelling is not known, but it wes
probably on the portion of The Gulf within the boundsof the town of Daton.

Amos Hoose wes credited with owning red estate in Daton vaued a $6500 in 1850. Hisentry followed that of
William Van Algtein (Alstyne), a60 year-old African American bom in New York and bearing a Dutch name
Both men were farmers, as was Henry Fitch, who wes listed two entries previous to them.  Although not
identified as black in the 1850 schedule, Henry Fitch was an African American. (Heweas identified as free
colored mde in the 1840 canausfor Stockbridge) On Sgatember 15, 1846, Fitch bought a 1 72-acre pared from
William H. Bogart, a Daton cotton manufacturer.* 1t was bounded on the south by the "county roed leading to
Lanesborough,” on the north by the lands of O.P. Dickenson and Henry Chamberlain, and onthe et by "Abby
Road, 0 caled." Bogart had purchasad the parcd but one month earlier for $15 from Henry Chamberlain. Fitch
wes identified es aresdent of Pittsfield, and he paid $75 for the property, for which he gave amortgege to
Bogat”™ The increesein vadue suggedts that in the intervening month adwelling was built. Three yearsiater,
before moving to Cummington, Bogart conveyed Fitch's mortgege to peper manufecturer ZenesM. Crane!
Henry Fitch died soon after the 1850 cenaus wias taken (there is no document indicating that the mortgege wes
paid), and Crane hdd onto the property until 1856 when he sold it for $125 to Cdedtine Bamard of Dalton.’
The ded nated that it hed bean "recently occupied by Charles Hambleton,” likely another African American.
Within months Bamard sold the property to hiswife, Margaret, "to her sole and sgparate ue freefrom the
interference or control of her husband.” °©

Details about the Bamards or their use and eventud digposition of the property are not known. A tweveyear
g exids in the records betwean the Bamhard trandfer in 1856 and the dead by which John Curtis conveyed the
dwelling to Philip Hoosg's grandson, CharlesA. Hoose, in 1868." John Curtis was awhite farmer from Ddton;
his neme gppearad just before Henry Fitch's in the 1850 Ddton census schedule. Hoose paid $150 for the
property, giving Curtis a$100 mortgege to be pad in two equd payments of $50 plus 7% interest on November
9, 1869, and November 9, 1870 Fom this point on, the Hoose family weas the occupant of the house on Gulf
Roed in Ddton (now High Street). CharlesA. Hoose (1848-ca. 1940) logt hisfirst wife, Diang, shortly after the
time their son, Henry, was bom in 1874. Charless namefirst gopeasred in the Ddton directory in 1874, and the
1830 caasligs him as awidower. In that same year he placed his 11-year-old son, Charles, insarvice on a
farm in Rittsfield, and his 10-year-old daughter, Grace, boarded in the househald of Corddius Todd, an African

(continued)

" Bakshire Caunty Dexds Adams Ragidry, 64:83.
'ibid., 91:49%0,

“lbid., 61:500.

'Ibid., 83297.

"lbid., 8320,

" Ibid., 114:147.

'Mbid., 114:419.
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Amgican living in Pittsfield. Perhgps thiswes in anticipation of hisimpending second marriage to Ellen
Hamilton, who was bom in 1861 in New Jasey. Charles and Ellen Hoose went on to produce 13 children in the
and| house a 475 High Streat (formerly Gulf Road). Charles Hoose died in the 1930s and hiswife, Ellen,
lived until 1945, a which time various of their children and grandchildren occupied the house Their
granddeughter, Charlayne Hoose, the daughter of their son Charles A. Hoosg, resided there until her degth. The
lagt family mambers to occupy the house were Charlayne's cousins Florence and Hanneh Richards, who both
lived unfil 1998, and Hden M. Madison, who died in 2001.

A 1908 atidle dated that "many of these davesramained in their wilderness homes especidly in the Saddeback
range and in Lanesboro Gulf."" A 1926 item dated: "From 1800to 1820 or later, the Lanesboro Gulf wes full
of Negro cabins... Some of these cabins hed their patches of gardenswheare they cultivated com, potatoes
bearies roats and fish. On thesefolks lived comfortably but humbly, but in the enjoyment of the freedom which
they hed thus isolated themsdlves to procure™™  In redlity, the settlemants of these African Americans hed bemn
regtricted to this and other margindized aress by the white community, rather than them choosing these
mountainous wagte arees as hiding places. They evidently were permitted to squet in The Gulf becauseit wes
sparate and hed no better use A 1905 accournt in Berkshire Hills Monthly described the soanein a highly
romanticized and recidly sereotyped manner. "At thistime Sambo [no such name gopearsin the canaug ad
Dinah, a colored couple well dongin years, hed alittle shanty of their own congtmction in the Gulf, to which
wes dtached an el which was mede of white birch poles and thatched with wesds and fems which they hed
gathered from the woods Herethey lived in contentment, supporting themsdves by sdlling berries in their
sean ss well as habs and roots to the white wormen of the town for medicind purposes and for making
homamede beer, while for their own use and comfort they raisad potatoes and vegetebles and were very
auccessful in the growing of watermdons, in which they took espedid pride.""

While no physicd or photogrgphic evidence of these rude dwellings ssams to survive, it isindeed likely that the
first homes built by African Americanswere congructed of logs cut to dear garden goecesin the woods, and/or
Lrgp lumber scavanged o bartered from their white neighbors By the 1840s as their numbars increesed and
their work and income became seadier, living conditions improved and permanent dwelings became possble
Their work hed eamed them the ability to borrow money to pay for their own property and build legitimate
houses However, they were still generdly impoverished, and only the mogt besic of houses were available to
them. The FHtch-Hoose House isadidtinctive example of this house type, surviving largdy intact from 1846,
when it was congtructed for another African American, Henry Fitch. The smplewood frame building isbuilt in
an economica method with principd pods sills, girts, and plates hewn from timber and joined, with the rest of
the frame (joists, Suds, and rafters) having been sawn. There isafull gone besamat under the front section,
with two roomsfinishedon the main floor and attic. These rooms were unhedled, dthough arough shed
gopended to the reer of the building may have contained a cook gove of some sort. Thesefive rooms were
hometo Charles and Ellen Hoose and most of their 13 children for many years The houseis an authentic
illustration of the living conditions of poorer people during the mid to late 19* century, as well as represanting
the improved domegtic dandards of African Americansin the same period.

(continued)

"The Sary of the Hoose House™
Ibid.
"Nbid.
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The Ftch-Hoose House was abandoned and derdict when the Town of Daton acquired the property through tax
foredosure procesdings, which were initiated in 2004. When mambars of the town's higtaricd commission
leamed of the acquisition, they proposad to presarvethe building as alandmark to African American higtory in
the town, and, in particular, the Gulf Road areawhere freed or fugitive daveswere knownto have settled. The
dwindling number of historic African-American dwellings in the neighborhood enhanced the significance of the
property. Gulf Road hes bean induded in an African-American Heritage Trail within the Upper Housatonic
Vdley Nationd Heritage Area. The higtorical commission intendsto restore the house and interpret it asan

higoric property.
Archaedlogical Sgnificance

Since pattamnsof andiet Native American sattlement in Daton are poorly undersood and few Stesae
recorded, ay Native Stes could be significant. Ancient Stesin this areacould be important, contributing
information rlated to Native American settlement and subsigence in the Berkshire uplands of westem
Massachusatts and interior tributary sreems and ponds a the heedwaters of the Housatonic River drainage.
Andient dtesin this areacan dso be important by contributing information rdaed to the extent of Native
American socio/palitica rdaionships and socid/economic rdationships with other Native peoples to the west in
the New York areg, to the south in Connecticut, or more eastamn locaes in Massachusetts including the
Connecticut River Vdley. The Fitch-Hoose House lies within the Housatonic River drainage, which fiows
southerly through Connecticut. The district is dso doseto New Y ork, which liestwo towns to the west. The
Hudson River drainage is presant in the northem portion of Daton. Major Native American core aress ae dso
present dong the Connecticut River to the eest. Native American Stesin this areacan hdp test the importance
of drainage sysam boundaries veraus geogrephic proximity, and their influence on Native American subdstence
and satlement sysems

Historic archaeologicd  resources desribed above may contribute important information rdated to the origins
and evolution of the African-American community in Daton and African-American history in Masssechusdtts
Important information may dso exigt rdaed to the socid, culturd, and economic lives of the Hoose family who
occupied the house for three generations during the 19% century. Comparative sudy of architecturd festures of
the house, combined with archaeologicad evidence of congruction features, renovations to the house, sructurd
evidence of barns gables, and outbuildings, and the location and contents of occupationd-rdated festures, mey
identify spatid and structurd characterigics smilar to thosein ather aress of Massachuseatts or the American
South. The evidence described  ebove might be usad to characterize dwelings built for and occupied by freed
and fugitive davesin Massachusatts and possibly the northeegtern region. The Ftch-Hoose Houseisarare,
digtinctive, and wdl-documented example of a 19 century African American dwelling with continued use
through the entire 20* century.

Detailed andyssof the contents of occupationd-rdated feetures may dso contribute important socid, culturd,
and economic information rated to the Hoose occupancy of the house, and the oocupancy of residentid
buildings by freed and fugitivedavesingenerd. Culturd artifacts and macro-fossil evidence may exig that
doocuments assodiations between the African-American community in Daton and in Massachusattswith West
African culture or the American South. In addition to materid culture artifacts, evidence of dietary habits and
pathologies mey dso exist. The information described above may hdp identify characteridtics of freed ad
fugitive dave- occupied dwellings independent of documentary sources. Archaeologicd resserch a the Fitch-
Hoose Housemey contribute significant new information about the living pattems of African Americans in the
margind sections of wesem M assachusetts communities.

(end)
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_Fitch-Hoose House_ Berkshire, MA_
Name of Property County, State

10. fiftographlcal Data
Acreage of Property less than one acre

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 18 649920 4704560 3.
Zone Basting Northing Zone Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

_ See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries viere selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle  Neil Larson, consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC

organization  Massachusetts Historical Commission .date  May, 2010
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard .telephone  617-777-8470
city or town Boston state MA ,Zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Town of Dalton
street & number  Town Hall, Main Street . telephone 413-684-filll
city or town, Dalton .state MA_ .Zip code 01226

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this fonn is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the fomn. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Verbal Boundary Description

The 100 X 150 foot property is located & the northwest comer of the intersection of High Street/Gulf Roed and
Bridle Road, which extends north from Park Strest and leeds to the town landfill. Sae atached assessors megp
for amore detailed description.

Boundary Judtification

The parcd containing the house was created by the Town of Ddton, which owns the property and intends to
restorethe building as ahistorica museum. In 0 doing it hes reduced the Sze of the origind  1.1-acre parcd.
The remainder of the parcd contains two houses that are dso assodated with the Hoose family: a one-gtory
cottage located eedt of the intersection congructed ca 1910 where Charles and Ellen Hoosg's son George
resded, and aone-dory ranch+type house north of the intersection built ca 1960, the residents of which are not
known. Neither of these are included in the present nomination.

(end)
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PHOTOGRAPHS
Digitd photogrgphs by Neil Larson, 2008

PHOTO 1 View from southeest

PHOTO 2: View from northeest

PHOTO 3: View from southwest

PHOTO 4: View of parlor from north; front entrance on right

PHOTO 5: View of partition between parlor and chamber from eest; doorway to gairs on right
PHOTO 6: View of chamber from eedt; note comer podt.

PHOTO 7: View of eedt atic room from west; roof

PHOTO 8: View of kitchen from west
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Fig.2: Floor Plan, first floor. Drawing by Larson Fisher Assodiaes, 2007.

Fig.3: Floor Plan, second floor. Drawing by Larson FHisher Assodiates, 2007.
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UPPER HOUSATONIC VALLEY AR 22 A48
AFRICAN /JUVIEmMCAN HEPUTAGE TRAIL MSS HIST COMM

A project of the Upper Housatonic Valley National Heritage Area

www.AfricanAmericanTrail.org

April 16, 2008

Betsy Friedberg

National Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, MA 02125

Dear Ms. Friedberg;

On behalf of the Upper Housatonic Valley African American Heritage Trail, | support the Hoose House & 6
Gulf Road inDalton MA for inclusion for listing in the National Regiger of Historic Flaces

In the Hoose House lies atangible connection to the livesof working dassAfrican Americans prior to the
1850s when manufacturing began to replace farming as the dominant industry in the region, and when severd
Blacks owned subgtantid farms, among them the Hall and Hoose familiesin Lanesboro. The home of the late
Ellen M. Hoose, & the edgeof the Glen a 471 Gulf Road, isbedieved by members of the Ddton Historical
Commission to be one of the lagt surviving of the old Black community. Hoose acquired her home in 1909,
but the building datesto Charles Hoose's purchase in 1868.

The Daton Historical Commission hes worked vigoroudly to preservethisimportant part of our African
American culture and acquaint the public with itshistory through heritage walks and other programs. It is
efforts like these that make the Upper Housatonic Valley African American Heritage Trail atestament not
only to the livesof luminaries such es W. E. B. DuBoisand Rev. Samud Harrison, but to the perseverance of
ordinary African Americans as well. The Hoose House provides arare opportunity to leem about the rich
African American heritage that resdesin New England. It deserves thisrecognition.

Rachel Fletcher
Co-Director, Upper Housatonic Valey African American Heritage Trall

Cc: Gail Pinna, Dalton Historical Commission

Partners ¢ Arrowhead/Berkshire Historical Society ¢ Berkshire Athenaeum ¢ Berkshire Community College
Berkshire Publishing Group ¢ Clinton A.M.E. Zion Church ¢ The Du Bois Center of American History & Culture
Friends of the Du Bois Homesite » Great Barrington Historical Society « Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts
National Evaluation Systems « Pittsfield Historical Commission e Pittsfield Office of Cultural Development ¢ Pittsfield
Second Congregational Church  Samuel Harrison Society  Sheffield Historical Society « Smon's Rock College
Sockbridge Library Association Historical Collection « The Trustees of Reservations ¢ University of
Massachusetts at Amherst « W. E. B. Du Bois Foundation, Inc." Williams College

PO Box 472 « GREAT BARRINGTON, MA 01230 « 413-528-3391 « info@AfricanAmericanTrail.org
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

May 4, 2010

Mr. J. Paul Loether, Chief

National Regiger of Historic Flaces
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Strest, NW 8 floor
Woashington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosed please fmd the following nomination form:
Fitch-Hoose House, 6 Gulf Road, Dalton (Berkshire), MA

The nomination hes been voted dligible by the State Review Board and hes been sgned by the
Sate Higtoric Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Ore letter of support hes been received.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regiger Director
M assachustts Historical Commission

Endosure

. Jomn F. Boyle Chair, Ddton Sdecthoard
May Je Cdiento, Ddton Higtoricd Commission
Neil Larson, Larson Fshar Assodates Conaultant
Richard Ladd, Ddton Rlanning Board
Radd Hetcher, Uppar Housatonic Vdley AfricarAmerican Heitage Trall

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
Www.sec.gtate ma.us/mhc



