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1. Town 

In Area no. Form no. 

ANDQYSR 

Address 103 Dascomb Road 

Name Pil lsbury-French House 

Present use Residential 

Present owner Cleland, George & Dolores 

3. Description: 

, Date ca. 1790 

Source Deeds 

Style Georgian- Greek Revival 

Architect 

Exterior wall fabric Clapboard  

Outbuildings (describe) Garage 
2h s to r ies ; gable roof w/ 

Other features pedimented ends; center 
chimney; 5 bay facade; center vest ibule 
w/s ide l iqh t s ; c lass ica l t r i m ; small 6/6 
windows have corner blocks & channelled 
architraves; porch around f r o n t & side ha; 
square columns; 1 & 2 s tory rear e l l 

Altered „ , „ . Date Greek Revival rcn* 

Moved rear e l l Date 

CQ. 1830 60 
20th c. 

5. Lot size: 
Map 155, Parcel 7 

One acre or less Over one acre X 

Approximate frontage 330' 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

i . . 20' 

6. Recorded by W» Front iero 

Organization Andover H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Date August 7̂  1980 

37M-7-77 



7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use 

William Clark 

residential 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates :ame 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aborigiaal 
Agricultural :; 
Architectural 1; 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

X 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 
settlement 

Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9, Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

The Pillsbury-French House at 103 Dascomb Rd was actually b u i l t for William Clark . 
ca. 1780-90. Clark moved to Tewksbury under mysterious circumstances of misfortvine, 
and the house was sold at auction. Jacob French was liv i n g here in 1791, and 
his family actually bought the property about 1795. Peter French kept a store 
across the street from his home, which at that time included 128 acres, the 
dwelling house, and a bam. In 1841 the property was sold to Joseph Battles 
of Lowell of $4250. Battles quickly resold i n 1843 to Capt. Paul Pearson 
Pillsbury, who moved to Andover from Nev; Hampshire. Pillsbury (1797-1882) was 
married f i r s t to Hannah Frost of Tewksbiary and second to Sarah Stevens of 
Andover. His descendants lived on the property u n t i l 1926. 

The comfortable Georgian design displays an outstanding Greek Revival renovation, 
with corner blocks, classical doorway, pedimented gaMe ends, and heavy porch 
which significantly alter t:he original effect. The interesting similarities and 
contrasts between this house and i t s original neighbors-- 4 Lovejoy Rd and 
125 Dascomb Rd— a l l b u i l t and then renovated contemporaneously, forra aa- • . - of' 
interesting example of architectiaral evolution i n the rural outskirts of town. 
The powerful details added to No. 103 Dascomb are particularly striking i n 
this well-preserved series. , .^--^ 

fee Pillsbury-french House i s significant (1) for i t s associations with the growth 
of southern Andover, and (2) for i t s attractive Georgian design, which i s enhanced 
by a Greek Revival renovation. The property retains integrity of design, itiaterials, 
workmanship, and setting, and ineets Criteria A and C of the National Register. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, , *r-v9.. 
early maps, etc.) 

Andover Historical Society Vertical Files, "Pillsbury-French House" 
Historic Houses i n Andover, Massachusetts, comp. for the Tercentenary Celebration, 1946. 
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