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1. Name

historic Connecticut State Library and Supreme Court Building

and/orcommon Connecticut State Library

2. Location

street & number 231 Capitol Avenue ___not for publication
city, town Hartford ____ vicinity of congressional district 1st
state Connecticut code 09 county 003 Fad e code
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
—_district X public ~X occupied —___ agriculture X __ museum
X building(s) —__ private ____ unoccupied —_ commercial ____park
____ structure ___ both ___work in progress __educational — private residence
—__site Public Acquisition Accessible __ entertainment —__religious
____ object ____in process —__yes: restricted X__ government ____ scientific
____ being considered ____ yes: unrestricted ___industrial ____transportation
no —_ military _ X other:library

4. Owner of Property

State of Connecticut, Connecticut State Library

name

231 Capitol Avenue

street & number

Hartford Connecticut

city, town —__ vicinity of state

5. Location of Legal Description
City and Town Clerk's Office, Municipal Building

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.
550 Main Street

street & number

Hartford Connecticut
city, town state

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

tile State Register of Historic Placegg this property been determined elegible? ___yes X no

date 1981 — federal _x state ____ county ____ local

depository for survey records Connecticut Historical Commission

Connecticut
city, town Hartford state €




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

_X_ excellent __deteriorated ____ unaltered _X_ original site
____good ____ruins X altered ____moved date
—_ fair ____unexposed

Describe the present and original {(if known) physical appearance

The Connecticut State Library and Supreme Court Euilding is a major state
eovernment buildine erected between 1908 and 1210 in the RBeaux-Arts style.
rart of a complex of state office buildines and facilities, the buildine
faces the Connecticut State Capitol to the northeast across Capitol Avenue,
Lesigned to house three cisparate functions- library, museum, and Supreme
Court- t"e bujlding plan forms a T, each arm of whi.h is devoted fto a
different use, Two recent additions to the rear house expanced facilitijes.
“asonry construction is supported by a steel frame, The facade and side
elevations are faced jin coursed eranite ashlar, the rear of the bhuildins
in buff-colored hrick, Two stories in heicht, the State Library and Supreme
Sourt Duilding rests on & raised basement and has a copper mansard roof of

low pitch. (Fhotograph 1)

Ihe Capitol avenue facade consists of a central pavilion approached hy
monumental entrance stairs, flanked by winegs of 5 bhays each, The central
pavilion is cdivided into three rounded arches by monolithic columns derived
from the .loman Doric order, Zach arch contains an entry door with hood
supported by brackets., The central door is a revolvines door of bronze and
glass, !ounted abhove th: door is a cartouche bearine the heraldic device

of the State of Connecticut. The arches in vhich the doors are set are
clazed with fixed glass panes., ¢n either side of the entrance arches, pair-
e columns support extensions of the entablature and cornice., These serve
«s necdestals for paired monumental fiesures representine Art and Science,
distory and Justice, by French sculptor ,L.Tonetti. Inscriptions in the
frieze of the entablature correspond to the three divisions of the huild-
inle: State Library, ‘lemorial “all, and Supreme Court. The tripartite di-
vision of the central pevilion thus reflects the internal oresanization of

bearine the inscriptions -~nowledege, History, and Justice, corresponcine on
an abstrect level to the lecends on the entahlature., (Fhotoeraph 2).

Ime wines to either side of the central pavilion have e raised baserent

story of rusticated granite ashlar, Set into the basement are windows with
sairecd, double-hune sash, & cranite bhelt couv se divides the basement story
fro~ the smooth, coursed eranjite ashlar of the story ahove, which extends

two stories in heieght to the sntablature and cornice, ''indow openings are
two-story with molded surrounds, Underneath each window openine is & halustrade
vhich rests on the granite helt course, ithin these ouvrfuines, upper and
lover cas2ment windows with transoms are divided by iron plagques electro-
lytically plated with bronzs, htearing eriffins supportine & rentral shield,
(Ehotooraph 3). The entabhlature and cornice of the central navilion is con-
tinued ahove the windows, markine the transition to the attic story. lhe
frieze is cdecorated with a frst or (reel key pattern, The &attic story r=peats
the theme of the balustrades under the first floor windows,

The side elevations to the vest and sast continue the faca’2 treatment,

ite central rortion of esach side elevation projects to form a pavilion ana-
logous to the central pavilion of the facade, I[wo-story viandow openings ars

framed by plein Joric columnis which support the entableture. ["e corners of
cect mavilio: ra defined hy square pilarters, (lhotosraph &4). Loors are set
inro the reised hasement. «hova sach door is & hood surmountec by e taluastrede,
;11 erterior coor ere of Beaux-Arts <d=si~n and ere coustructed of “ronze,
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dartford Architecture Conservancy Survey, 1975
Stowe-Lay Foundation Library

77 Forest Street

Hartford, Ct,
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- Court luildine has not heen

altered appreciahly since construction was completed in 1210, Tajerm addi-

tions to the rear »f the bhuilding, however, have cenveloned that portion

completely, affectine the appearance of th
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of Jeter . ¢ Cook, vas ﬁrort“’ “atween 1055 and 1957, This addition
able for its scnqwtlve desi~sn in relation to the Last elevation, ihe artie-
cwlntiop of wincdow openinzs and the scale of the addition harmonizes well
vith the oriei arn 3). e addition to the fteate “H““eﬁﬁ
Court portion s fo Constructed in 1874-197%
the acdition vas curved to . _ 2 & , =xit ramp never buvilo, coli-
Tt sharply with the rectilinear clen of the mein buildine, ;ivision
floors with souer fmel TuE
4), :5 this o« iou Toont &
I

cither Carvitol .venue or JCQ

hovrever

ite oreanization of the interior of the State Library and Supreme Covitt
tuildine reflects that of the exterios, {(see Floor Ylan). The Tntrance .lall
corresponde to the central pavilion end is divided hy paired Ionic columns
into three arches supportine a cofferacd, vaulted ceiline. (Frotograph 7).
duee eilt chandeliers of ow*ndtp folwdt@ cdesien are suspended from this
ceiline., (Fhotoeraph 8). From the entrance ¥all, arched openines lsad to the
three divisions of the huildine: the !emorial Hall, the State Supreme Court,
anc the state Librarv,

ihe emorial :all is located directly behind the Entrance Fall, from which
lieht is admitted through three monumental elazed arches, (Fhorooraph ).
The central arch contains the doorvay in its lower section, The other arches
contain niches in which valuable cdocume:iis and wemarabilia are displayed,

onn the o-nsite wall fro— the entrance is a vault deslened to receive the
Charter esranted the Colony of Connecticut in 1652 by Kiia: Charles 11, The
walls have a panelled cdeado ahove which they are covered in fahric,., Corbels
mounted on the wslls support arches vwhich intersect at the ceiling to form
sroined cells, Spandrels are decorated with lavish eilt foliate desiens,

The skvlieht of colored glass hich once admitted natural lieght to the room
mas heen replaced with translucent panels lit hy florescent fixtures, lec-
tric lirsht fixures desiened by Tonn Parber are still present, although supple-
manted with new recessed liehtine, o external windows or OpuIWHOQ vere
present when the hall was constructed, perhaps to maximize the amount of
display space available or to reduce direct sunlieht, which bkas a deleter-
ious effect on paintinegs anc¢ paper documents, hen the librarv and ~useunm
addition was built, 1955-1658, npenings were cut into the walls on two sides
to allow entrance to the new exhiit spaces created in the addition. [hese
have been carefully desirned and do not cdetract from the appearance of the
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hall., »c with the other major public spaces, ‘he Supreme Court rRcom and
the Keadine Koom of the State Library, the emorial Hall occupies the
full vertical space available, havine 1o second floor above it,

fhe State Supreme Court lloom and offices are located to the rieht of the
ntrance :Hall, The courtroom has a panelled cado of lieht stained oal
embellished with the state seal in ecold leaf, Furniture and the judges'
bong'=s match the panellinez, (Fhotorraph 10). [he original carpetine,
decorated vith the ecrape vine motif f :the state seal, was removed re-
cently, allreorical murels by alfred ‘erter are set in the ceilines and
above tre judees' bench, Original liehtine fixtures remain, althoueh
supplemented with recessed licshtine. o corridor alone the side and back of
the courtroom permits access to offices and attornevs' rooms, of which
there are two floors accessible bv =stairs behind the courtroom, Fireplaces
and mantelpieces remain in many of these rooms, toecether with original
furnishings and liehtine fixtures, (he interior of this wine is more in-
tact than much of the rémaincder of the huvildin=,

To the left of the Zntrance (lall are located the facilities of the State
Library. These are dominated by a large eadine iloom with a mezzanine
level balcony. an intermediate level with bookstacks placed in the center

of the room was removed in 1963, due to the creation of more shelf space

in the addition. This has had th~ effect of improvine the appearance of

the room by orening it up visvally. lookcases and wainscotting are of
erained sheet metal panelline, a fire prevention measure. The halcony

has a metal railine of ienaisance inspiration, The upper level also features
a slassed arched oneniiie looing out onto the entrance hall, ~ frieze
surrouindine the room has panels with ¢ilt ornament. Th= coffered ceiline

has a recessed arched vault from vvhich are suspended eilt lieshtine fixtures,
The overall impact of the room is strikine,

The bhookstacks on seven levels, are separated from the heading Xoom ty

a fireproof wall and metal fireproof doors., Construction is of steel, with
metal bookcases and translucent glass floors, the primary consideration

beine protection from fire, The State Librarian's Office was located at

the anrle hetween the lleadine Nlloom and the l'emorial Hall, access beine afford-
ed to hoth., The bhasemen: level of the bhuildine, res=-7red for archival

stora'e is constructed o7 firenroof =lazed tile,

Lespite two additions in 1965-59 and 1974-75, the Connecticut State Library
and Supreme Court Fuildine retains most of its orieinal interior and exterior
fabric, vew lightine fixtures have been placed in such a way as to minimize
their visual impact, and are difficult to discern. The retention of the
original lighting fi:tures coutributes to the inteurity of the structure,
vther interior details have also been preserved in context: doors, panelline,
and even furniture, The exterior has changed little as viewed from Capitol
avenue, the major public road. sdditions to the rear of the buildine have

had little impact on the appearance of the bhuilding.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

—prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture ___ religion

_— 14001499 ____ archeology-historic ____conservation — law ___ science

__1500-1599 ___ agriculture ____ economics —_literature ___sculpture

___1600-1699 X __ architecture —_ education — military —___social/

—1700-1799 ____ art ____engineering —___ music humanitarian

__1800-1899 ___ commerce ___exploration/settlement ___ philosophy ____theater

—X 1900- ____ communications —_industry _X politics/government ____ transportation
—_invention — other (specify)

Specific dates  1908-1910 Builder/Architect Donn Barber

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The State Library and Supreme Court, important governmental functions of
the State of Connecticut, are housed in the State Library and Supreme Court
fuilding. During the late 19th- and early 20th centuries, the State Library
in particular expanded its role to become an important repository of local
anc state archival material, and a reference library for lezislators and
the public, The erowth eneendered by this chansine role necessitated con-
struction of a specializec facility providine a centralized, secure loca-
tion for archival and reference materials. &an ancillary function, the dis-
play of critical cocumentary material, oil paintines and artifacés was
prrovided for in the iemorial fall. (Criterion a). The Connecticut étate
Library and Supreme Court Buildine exemplifies the bteaux-irts style of
architecture as articulated by Lonn Parber, a leadinz exponent of the style,
Larber, a new York architect, was treined in a classical vocabulary and .
favored traditional solutions to architectural problems, In the desisn of
the Connecticut State lLikrary and Zupreme Court Tuildine, he was influenced
the demancs of its intended use, the relatjon of the buildine to the State
Capitol, and contemporary library construction elsevhere, notakly the New
Yorlk ruhlic Library. Farber's success in meetine this chéllenoe and in
creatine a major governmental structure to complement the State Capitol is
indicative of his s%@ill as an architect, (ZIriterion C). )

ine Connecticut State Library had its origins in a collection of btooks in
gbe possession of the Secretery of the Colony, later the Secretary of State,
hot until 1854 was this collection consolidated with other volumes in various
state departments under the rubric of a Stats I'ibrary., The collection vas
hovsed in the $ld State House in Yartford, approximately 3,000 volumes were
represented, lublished and manuscript materizls of the étaée of Conn%ctic;£
were only partially available, ruch material had passed into private o
possession. 1the latter vears of the 10th century were occupieé by tha re-
agqui§ition "y the State of much of this lost material and its incoroora-
tion into a =rowing library collection. <n completion of the Connecticut
~tate Capitol in 1878, the Sftate Library was cdesicnated space within the
ruiléine, - o '

~eoree Coddard, the third 3tate Librarian, vas ageressive in expandine the
library's collaction and in recoverine state papéfs. Concerned ith tép‘gﬁ—
aﬁequacy of the quarters aveilable in the State Capitol, and the dén@;; of
fire, he consistently arsued for the inclusion of snace,for the lihré%;'s
ngeds in @ new state office buildine to he constructed. Coﬁdard'shper;;o—
tions of the needs of the State Library were crucial in éatermininéwthé‘
present form of the Connecticut State Library and Supreme Court ﬁnildinq

“he provision of adeguate storare space for exnandeﬁLcollections ;nrowré;eﬁ
the development of the State Library &s a central repositorv for loéai éé
vell &s state archival material, In 1909, the State Legislature enacted that
iny eny State, county, or town official, or other offiéials, could depnsit
Lo permanent preservation in the sStete Library, any official books, %ecgrds,



9. Major Bibliographical References
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10. Geographical Data Jj'i Rkl
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Verbal boundary description and justification
A map of the boundary with legal description is on file at the Engineering

Department, City of Hartford, 525 Main Street, Hartford, Commecticut, Map
Number 37.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

nametite ’°21e S. Plummer, National Register Nominations Consultant

organization Connecticut Historical Commission .. 5/09/80

59 South Prospect Street 5663005

street & number telephone

) Hartford. Connecticut
city or town state

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

.

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:
_____national _X state ___local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritagg Conservation and tion Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title Director, Connecticut Hisforical Commission date April 23, 1981

GPO 938 835
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documents, papers, or files not in use, The resultine delupe of material
eventually exceeded the capacity of the buildine, creatinge the need for
the acddition of 1965-68 and the provision of storage facilities in Hocky
dill.

&4 State “ommission empowered to make repairs to the State Capitol and, if
necessary, construct a new state bhuilding beran jits sessions in 1204, It
soon became evident that the State Library and the Supreme Court, then
housed in the Capitol, required a separate bhuildine, which would also free
space in the Capitol buildine for legislative functions,., Five architects
were selected to submit desiens for the new building, submissions to he
placed in numbered envelopes until after selection. &#mone the architects
requested to participate in the design competition were Ldward T, Haprood
of Hartford, who had been responsihble for the repairs and fireproofing of
the Capitol, and Carrere and rastings of ew York, architects of the Lew
York Fublic Library, then under construction, !Mciim, lMead & White of lLew
York were designated as alternates if Carrere and FHastines did not respond,

Considerations which the committee felt were of ereat importance were the
heicht of the new buildine above the csidewalk; the desien of the buildine
with reference to the Capitcl, to be considered as the leading featurc; a
desien which would he amenable to additions or extensions, particularly of
the library; and a buildine with enough capacity for the State Library
collection. 3., In July, 1905, the various architects met with the committee
to discuss their concerns with them prior to the submission of entries. «t
this meeting, it was &lso decided to locate the center line of the new
buildine on a line perpendicular to Capitol svenue =nd passing throush the
center of the south front of the Capitol bhuildine., At this meetine, Taprocd
introduced Lonn iarber of iew York as his c¢ssociate in the competition. 4.

In Jctober, 1906 the subnmitted plans wers examined and in consultation with
Judee Irentice of the State Supreme Court and CGeorse S, CGoddard, State
Litrerian, the desien submitted by Hapeood and Earber was se lected, 5.

In the nearly two vears which followed prior to the commencement of con-
struction, the desien was chanrced and the interior details refined under
the rsuidance of the commission and the State Librarian and Judese Prentice,
In Lovember 1907, the Commission directed that the lensth of the bhuildine
be reduced to 300', reflectine perhaps concern over costs and the desire to
subordinate the building to the State Capitol by redwucine its scale, Un-
fortunately, the minutes are not detailed enoueh to reveal the reasonine of
the commissioners in this matter, 6.

an overriding concern of Zoderd was the safety of the “tate Library's collec-
tion of Moo+ end archival material. a ereat amount of atte: "ion was eiven
to firenroofins the buildine, particularly the library wine, where metal
bookceses and wainscottinge srained to =zive the appearance of wood were used
& recent description of the library as "literally a fortress for books" is
apt anc pays rtribute to Codard's ohsession vith the safety of the matericl
entrusted to his care. 7.

1
.
o

fhe cdesien submitted by Hapeood and rarber seems to have bheen entirely the

2



FHR-8-300 (11-78)

United States Department of the interior
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet Item number 2 Page 2

work of Iiwrber, for the frequent consultations of the commission with

their architect make almost no mention of Haprood after the design selec-
tion. as orisinelly conceived, the desien owed much to Tarher's Ieaux Arts
trainine. ~n elevation of the Capitol avenue facade done in January, 1907
reveals a monumental collonade extending alon= the entire lensth of the

wines, toeether with & more elahorate trestment of the windows,., (Fhotoeraph
12). slthoveh differine in cdetail, the massine of elements and the overall
impact of this desion bear a strixing ~hlance to the lew York lublic
Lihrary of Carrere and astincc, the 3 firm wvith "7 h Tarher hed

becnn assn~iated early in his career, mocdified section of this orieinal
dasien is still evident at the & ends of the huildine, (}hoto-
ereph 4)wvhere vindow openines arz framed by columns, The desizn cwa iwes effect.
ed by tha Commission vers to ~nlifv the facade and reﬂncp e lensth of t%c
tuildine to its present size 24! '

Commission insi hovevear,
ol the use of monolithic ~rai r the centr-al navilion and white
thel eranite for the facade

ke on of the (ommission and the
srohitect resultad i e buld

ot

3
1l Teaux AT

rts in nature, has a
reletively simple and dirsnif “orizontality of whi-n acts as
a foil to tl» wverticality of tol with its wealth of ornarment

otion. ©.

tarter vas responsitle for o numher of other distinevished huildines in
rd Countown: the iravelers Touer of 160 5=-1912, the Hartford Times
020, the lertford-acmtine "nildine of 1012, and the Iravelers

ine of 1021 on “rove street, 17. ¢ an architect, Tarter dis-
] c v to acdart resourcefully to the neecds of the project at encd
1 a = on @ classical vocahulary and schems of oreanization. [is
phiilosophy  is summed vp in a retrospectivs article on the worlt of “cilim,
czad L whits written by Javhor for the srchitectural .ecord:
... the modern architect has two extrems cholcss of procedure open to
Bimy he may procduce huilldines thai are an edaptation to modern con-
ditions of txcditional Juropean tynp=s of architectural forms; or
completely iznorine traditional forms, he may chooss to 60.1Qn bui 1 -
ines which represent a fres solution of the present-day social and
economic standards hased on mocdern rhysical needs, The artist who
barins by acceptine tradition alimost invariahly prOan a slave tn
tradition; whereas h2 o inesnuously rejects traditiorn usually he-
comnes the victir of "is spirit of revolt., » viise and safe course must
surely lie somevhere hetveen these two exntremes,' 11,

}n the desien of the Connecticut State Library end Supreme Court Bvilﬁin“,
farter carefully avoids & risid adherence to the “uropean strandard: the
result is a huildine of ereat beavrty and utility, "is skyscraper desions
How”ﬂsr, while still rooted in tradition, display ~vrn sreater freadom of

.

desien, It is inter::+ine to compar~ vith iarwm“' ovn words:

" vr unprecedented achievements in tracde and industry have their
=4 D

%OSCJ“TP appropriata erchitectural expression and unusuval possi-
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, terminels,
imarily, the skyscraper, The structure of

such practical buildines Cch DYoL @rly demand, today, a wholly orie-

inal treatment., Classic prec=-7= *q would seem to hinder, rather

than aid, the architect such work, 12,

hility of conception in the desicen of huee warehouses
fectories, and, of course, pr

D
i
in

lartford is fortunate in possessine a number of buildines desiened by
carber, which provide an opportunity to study the application of his
principles to a variety of situations., The significance of the Connecticut
State Library and Supreme (ourt lPuildine lies not only in its leaux Arts
desien, hut in the willineness of the architect ro meet the reguirements

of site and the demands and tastes of the local Tommission, an adaptahility
mirrorad in other huildines of Hvs desion,

Tootnotes.,

1, Collins, arcia L., 2t.al. "Conservation of the Connecticut State Library:
tast, Fresent, and Future," paper prepared for L.5. 575, Ireservation of
So s 2 ! : ,
Library l'aterials, at uouuhern Connecticut State kOllPP\, Lecenler, 1979,
pases 1l-4,

2. Connecticut State Librarv and Supreme Zourt Iuildine. lecords of the
Luilding Commission, Juue 15, 1904~ Februarv 10, 1914, Volume l pace
41, ay 22, 1905, (Lynewrdubau rmenuscript in archives of the Connecticu”
S+ te Library).

3. Ihid, Vol., 1, pa=es 37-32, FeB, 15, 1905.

4, 1hid, Vol 1, pages 45-45, Tuly 23, 1906,

5. 1bic¢, Vol 1, paces 49-50, Oct, 2, 1¢05,

5, 1bicd, Zii.l pazes 72, hov, 11, 1607, 74-75, Lov. 15, 1907,

7. uollins, Yaria D., on.cit., par 4,

g. Doruer, Conn. Letajlec ilaus, wlevations & Specifications of the State

Library & Supreme Court n}ldlno Hartford, Connecfkicut, Vol., 2, pace
07. (Eound manuscripts in o Volumps “artford 1919).
C. Lecords of fuildine Commission, Vol. 1, pases 144-145 (Sept. 11, 1902),

page 1€l (Uct. 14, 1908)
10, 2artford Architecture Conservancy Survey, Hartford Architecture, Volume

Ope: Lowntown, Hartford: Hartford iArchitecture Conservancy, 1978, pazes 50-

A1, 53, 59-49, 70, 11¢,

11, farber, Lonn, "The “iork of ”CYﬂm, ifead and “hite," The Architectural
necord ():cobnr 1015), paece 305,

12, 1hid, page 32
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iarber, Lonn, "Some Iecent ‘‘ork in Zartford, Connecticut," Architectural
Forum, Vol, 34, pages 115-122 (sapril, 1921),

Collins, arcia [', Tinkham, lancy J., end \.oodbridge, Kristin 0., "Conser-
vation of the Connecticut State Library: rast, Fresent and Future," L.S.
576, rreservation of Library aterials, Southern Connecticut State
College, LCecember, 197C, typewritten manuascript.

Connecticut State Library Collection, Ficrure CGroup 220. 3 hoxes of
photographs in archives of Connecticut State Library, Fartford.

Connecticut State Library and Supreme Court Iuildine. Records of the Luild-
ine Comm.ttee, June 15, 1904~ February 10, 19’4, Three Volumes, Hartford:
Connecticut State Library, 1948 (Typewritten manuscripts in Record Group
60, Archives of Connecticut 3tate Lihrary).

Jdartford Architecture Conservancy Survey, Lartford Architecture, Volume One:
Lowntown. Hartford: Hartford architecture Conservancy, 1978,




— Connecticyt State Library and Supreme
= . M@ | Court BUM“‘% i
- .

_Br,sff_,_F\Oor Plan - pot o Scd.lé. o

|V XSy

F_ = F_F— F3 F

sat 3{;5 b -Z : l! l 196567
' \ Yy

) ) e e X o

- - = - - - -

. RCaclmg ROOW\; %: !‘izz‘_‘;}i" o

|

ME MoR AL




