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1. Name of Property
historic name L. H. Hamel Leather Company Historic District
other names/site nhumber

2. 1 oration
roughly bounded by Essex, Locke, Duncan, and Winter Streets

street & number and the former Boston & Maine Railroad tracks not for publication
city or town. Haverhill vicinity
state Massachusetts code_MA. county [Essex code 009 zip code 01830

3. State/Federal Agenr.y Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this H'nomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
1"meets « does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

O nationally » statewide “locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon, Executive Director Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets » does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments )

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

onal Park Service Certification
hereby certify that this property is: Date of Action
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« See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
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« detennined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):
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Name of Property

fi Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X private _ building{s)
_ public-local X district
_ public-State _site
_ public-Federal _ structure
_ Object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

WA

fii Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

INDIJSTRY/manufacturing facility
COMMFRCF/TRAnF/warehouse

COMMERCF/restaurant, specialty shop

7. Description

Architectural Classification (see continuation sheet)
(Enter categories from instructions)

Classical Revival

Moderne

Narrative Description

Essex, Massachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing

» Q

.buildings
sites
structures
objects

Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed

in the National Register
N/A

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMFRCF/TRADE/office building
VACANT/NOT IN USE

CnMMFRCF/TRADE/auto repair

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation stone, concrete

walls hrirk, concrete

roof tar and gravel, rubber
other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. Desription

Narrative Decription

Haverhill islocated in the Merrimack River Valey, goproximatdy 32 miles northwest of Bogon. The city's northem
border condtitutes part of the boundaly between Massachusatts and New Hampshire. Haverhill isbordered on the
northeadt by Merrimac, on the eest by West Newbury, on the southeast by Groveland, on the south by Boxford, and onthe
southwest by North Andover and Methuen. Haverhill lies a the heed of tidewater in the Merrimack River, gpproximatdy
thirteen milesfrom the river's mouth. The Merrimack drains through Haverhill from west to eedt neer the geographic
ocanter of thecity, dividing the territory north of the river - including the historic centrd budnessdigtrict and much of the
areege incorporated as the city of Haverhill in 188 - fromthe territory south of the river, formerly known as the town of
Bradford and annexed to Haverhill in 1897. Interdate 495 pesses through Haverhill'swesten and northem sections

The L. H. Hamd Lesther Compary Historic Didtrict (photo 1) is Stuated & the westem edge of Haverhill's centra
business digtrict, bordered on the west by the right-of-way for the former Bogon & Maine Ralroad. Largdy defined by
Es=x Sreat on the south, Locke Srest and Duncan Strest on the eadt, Winter Strest on the north, and the railroad corridor
on the wegt, the Hamd complex encompesses one of the largest intact tracts of historic indudtria buildings remaining in
Haverhill. The Little River pesses benesth the district areafrom northwest to southeedt, viaan underground agueduct
condructed between 1922 and 1944. Itis one of two rivers on the north sde of Haverhill that flow into the Merrimeck.
The complex isdidinguished from adjacent aress that do not digplay the continuity of Srestscepe and physical connection
of buildings ssenin the didtrict, due largdly to widespreed demoalition of buildingsin the larger areaiin the last quarter of
the 20* century.

All resourcssin the historic district were constructed for industrial or warehouse use, built baetwean ca 1886 and 1929,
and contribute to the digtrict's historic integrity. Major character-defining features are the Sx manufacturing buildings:
five @ght-gory buildings fronting Essex Srest and Locke Stret, and one sevenrgory building fronting Duncan Street.
Thexebuildingsilludrate an evolution in the design and congruction of large industrid buildingsin the 1910s ranging
from traditiond load-bearing masonry congtruction in the Classicd Revivd gyle to monumentd Modeame-gyle blocks
utilizing reinforced concrete and curtain wall congtruction. With the exception of window and door openings, these
character-defining buildingsremain largdly intact. Their interiors are rudimentary in character, with large open expanses
punctuated & regular intervals by columns. Sanbom fire insurance mgps described these buildings as "'l oft buildings.™
Supporting dementsin the complex incdlude alate 19*-century warehouse and a 1920s power plant with adjoining smoke
dack.

The dldegt building in the higtoric digtrict d0 isthe amdlest:  the Blake-Curtis Company Inc. Warehouse 262 Winter
Strest (caw 1886, sketch mep #5, photo 2). Stuated a the northwest comer of the Hamd Lesther Compary complex, the
two-gtory brick and concrete block with a low-pitched gatble roof wes condructed in three phases The origina section
(ca 1886) isgtuaed a the center of the building, congigting of four irregular baysof brick condruction didinguished by
sgmentd-arched window bays most now infilled with brick. To the rear isathree-gtory brick addition (ca 1910),
extending the building by ancther four bays with multi-pane industrid saehin draight-headed surrounds The most
recent section is a the front, where concrete block was usad to rebuild the faBade and northernmost end of the building

(continued)



NPS Fonn 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Shet Hamd, L. H., Leather Co. Historic District

Haverhill (Ess=x Co.), MA
Section number 7 Page 2

(ca 1950) following damege from atrain derallment. Thissection hes tal overhead garage doors dominating the three-
bay facade, and multi-pane sseh in the five narrow and irregularly-gpaced bays on the Sde devaions.

Construction of large-scale industrial buildingsinthe Hamel complex began in 1911, when residential properties on
Duncan Street and Essex Street wereredeveloped for industrial use. At the eastem edge of the complex, near the
intersection of Duncan and Locke Streets, the Pentucket AssociatesBuilding. 10 Duncan Street (1911; George W. Griffin,
archt.; Kelly Brothers, bldr; sketch map #4; photo 3), isa seven-story, red-brick buildingwith a stone foundation and a
flat roof, twenty-four baysacross and four bays deep. The Classical Revival-style fafade displays a 2-8-4-8-2
organization of bays. Engaged Doric columns and an entablature define four original storefront bays (now infilled) at the
center of theground floor. Double-height brick pilasters with a plain brick entablature define the flanking bayson the
ground and secondfloor s,and entries to the upperfloor sare located in the end bays of the groundfl oor .Classical-style
omamental detailing onthe facade isexecuted ingranite or cast concrete, and includescaps onthe brick pilasters, splayed
lintels with keystones over the upper-level entries, and rectangular or splayed lintelsover the windows on all floors,
particularly onthe sixth floor, wherelintelsalso feature keystones. Entry detail ispartly obscured by contemporary
awnings; original entries have been replaced with metal and glass systems. Windows, some of which have been blocked,
contain 6/6 wood sash onthe fa9ade andrear elevations, and 2/2 wood sash on the side elevations. Some wood transoms
and glazing survive on the storefronts. A date plaque, located inthe entablature on the secondfloor, reads. 19
PENTUCKET ASSOCIATES 11

On Ess=< Stredt, two eight-gtory buildings were desgned as apair, ad ae particularly distinctive for their reinforced
conarete condruction and spere stylized omament:  the Burgess Building. 143-145 Essex Sireet (1911, MHC #1045,
sketch mep #6, photos 1 and 5), and the Lang Building. 151 Essex Sreat (1912; MHC #1046, Conarete Engineering
Compary, builder; sketch mep #7; photos 1 and 5). Both buildings have concrete foundations fl oors,and roofs, with 8'-
thick reinforced conarete curtain walls. Surface materia on the roof of the Burgess Building istar and grave, whilethat
of the Lang Building is rubber membrane  Four bays acrass and gpproximately thirty bays desp, both buildings are
largdly rectangular in massng, except for canted facades that reflect the skew of the building Ste rdlative to Essex Stredt.
Each of the detached buildings displays a one-gory, onebay, arcaded wing wall to frame the entranceto an open-ar
courtyard or private way located between the two buildings. The entry on the Burgess Building islocated in the fourth
bay of the faBade, benesth aca. 1970s projecting metd canopy thet goans the ground floor faBade. On the Lang Building,
the principa entry islocated in acanted bay on the building's southeest comer, oriented toward the Essex Strest gpproech
fromthe eest. Entries contain replacement metd and gass systems. Windowsin both buildings contain /1 duminum
replacement sesh. The grouping of window saeh, however, suggedts the paired and triple-window organization of the
double-hung sseh that originally occupied each bay. These Modeme buildings are neerly devoid of omamentation. Both
digplay raisad geometric detailing, executed in concrete, above and batween the windows bays on their regpedtive eighth-
floor facades. Each falBadefinisheswith apitched pergpet wall cantered between wide corner piers.

Anchoring the northeest comer of the Ess=x Strest and Locke Stredt intersection isthe Essex Assodates Building. 109-
113 Esex Street (1914-1915; MHC #1047, Damon Brothers, archt.; sketch mgp #2; photos 1, 4, and 7), an eght-gtory,
red-brick block inthe Classicd Revivd syle. The foundation is gone and the building'sflat roof is rubber mamrane
The Ess=x Asodates Building digplays ahierarchy of baysthat istypica of the Classicd Revivd syle. Double-height
brick piers with conarete capitas define the bese of the building & its narrow, principal fabade, fronting Essex Srest and
continuing around the comer to Locke Street. Here, the brick piers separate storefronts with recessed entries & the

(continued)
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ground floor, as well as the repessd tripartite bay windows with panded gorons onthe ssoond floor. A recessed entry to
the upper levdsislocated inthefirst bay of the Essex Streat devation, topped with awood dgn that reeds ESIEX
ASSOCIATES The sscondary comice ebove the piers isa driated, brick comice ssen only on the feBede and Locke Stret
comer. Brick pilagters rise from the third through the eighthfl oors,where the building's principa comice, do of brick,
aurvives, caoped with short pargpet walls over the end bays Thefootprint of the building reflectsa dight tum in the peth
of Locke Stredt, resulting in two, smilarly desgned, components to the south (Sde) devation: ane extendingfifteenbays
and facing southeedt near the Essex Strest intersection, and the other extending Sixteen bays and facing eedt. The Locke
Sregt devation incorporates sorefronts and entries to the upper levdsthat are Smilar to those on the Essx Sredt feBade
Thebuilding's gorefronts and entries have bean modified with late 20*-century metd and glasssygtems Windows have
brick sillsand lintels and contain 6/6 and 4/1 wood saeh, with mogt windows on the eighth floor festuring round-arched
heeds and cadt done keysones

Ste condraints dictated the pogition of the Tilton Building. 115117 Essex Sregt (1915-1916; MHC #1048; Monks ad
Johnson, archt.; sketch mgp #1; photos 1, 4, and 7), which ooccupies the origina western bank of the Little River, adis
flanked by the Burgess Building on the west and the Essex Assodates Building on the ees. The Tilton Building sheres a
short party wall with the brick Essex Assodates Building (sse above), and the two buildings are currently part of the same
parcd for city assessant purposes  Like the earlier concrete buildings to the west, the eight-gtory Tilton Building hesits
foundation,floors,roof, and walls condructed of reinforced concrete, with a canted faBade that reflects the skew of the
building dte rdaive to Essex Street. The four-bay faBede incorporates ground-level gorefronts in thefirst three bays ad
arecessd entry to the upper levels in the fourth bay. Storefronts and entries have bean modified with late 20*-century
med and gasssydems  Windows contain overdzed multi-pane industrid sseh, exoept a the fifth floor, where the
oveaszed bays are largdly filled with groups of 66 wood windows. TheTilton Building was desgned to metch the
Burgess Building and Lang Building in its Moderne detailing, with raised and incised geometric shgpes executed in
concrete & the roofline and betwean the window bays on the eghth floor. Like the earlier buildings, the Tilton Building
d=0 fedures a hort pargpet wall a the roofline, centered between wide corner piers.

Connected to the northeast comer of the Tilton Building, and occupying the sameparcel asthe Tilton and Essex

Associates Buildings, isthe Hamel Leather Company Power Plant. 115-117 Essex Street (1928-1929; MHC #1050; Morse
& Dickinson, archt.; sketch map #3, photo 7). Built into the grade, with araised basement onthe south elevation, the
one-story building extendsin part over the Little River Aqueduct, which was created to channel the Little River via an
underground conduit through the Hamel Leather Company complex. The brick power plant has a concrete foundation and
aflatroof. Thelong sideelevation, fronting Locke Street, features multi-pane industrial sash in five oversized window
bays. The north elevation, extending approximately six bays, has sustained some alterations, with replacement doors
(including one overhead garage door) inoriginal entries and some original window bays infilled with brick. At the
northwest comer of the power plant isthe attached, one-story brick boiler house. While the original single bays on the
boiler house have been infilled with wood, animportant extant feature isthe large brick smoke stack (sketch map #8),
bearing the painted sign: L. H. HAMEL LEATHER Co.

Lad of the large-scale indudtrid buildings in the didtrict is the Shoe and Legther Assodates Building. 98-112 Essex Sret
(1918; W. A. & H. A. Roat, Inc.,, archt.; sketch mgp #9; photo 6). This building o isknown as the Witherdl Building,
named for the Witherdl Company, Inc., an early tenant. Thebuilding & ane time shered ageam hesting sydam (via
underground pipes) with the Essex Assodates Building. 109-113 Essex Stredt (= above), aooss the dredt.

(continued)
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The heating sygam connection no longer exits The eight-tory, conarete and brick building isof curtain wall
congruction and hes a.concrete foundation and aflat roof surfaced with tar and grave. The building isroughly L-sheped
in footprint, with walls that are canted to conform to the boundaries of theste. The principal entry isin thefirst of 9x
bays onthe faBade. The building isdevoid of omamentation, digplaying a"building as machine' aesthetic characteridic
of indugtrid congmction in the early daecades of the 20* century. Overdzed, multi-paneindustrid sseh wes recently
(October 2007) removed from the building, per the order of the city's building commissoner, due to apublic sofety
hezard causad by penes of glass popping out and dropping to the sdewalk.

Incompatible one-gory concrete additions were demoalished in the gpring of 2008 & the reer of the Pentucket Assodates
Building. 10 Duncan Strest and the Tilton Building. 115-117 Essex Srest. The additions were removed as part of a
certified higaric rehabilitation project involving the Tilton Building, the Essex Assodaes Building, and the Pentucket
Assodates Building.

Archasological Decription

While no andent Native American Stesae known in the digtrict, it is possble that Stes are present. Ten andent Stes
have bamn recorded in the generd area(within one mile), including three Stes located from 1,000 to 2,000 feet southeest
of the eestem didtrict boundary. All three Stes ae located near the confluence of the Little and Mearimack Rivers. Two
gStes locaed on taraces of the Little River are recorded as burids, one gte as ahabitation ste. While environmentd
characteridtics of the digtrict prior to historic sattlement may have rgaresented locationa criteria (dope, soil drainage,
proximity to wetlands) that were favorable for the presence of Native Stes, urban or indudtrid growth hes advarsdy
affected the integrity of any cultural resourcesthat predate the late 19 century. Thedigtrict currently occupies aleve to
modarady doping land surface; however, the topogrephy hes bean dtered by extensve 19¢ and 20* century indudtrid
devdopment. Soil types in the areahave bean classified as urban land where naturd soils have been dtered or obscured
by urben works and sructures.  In urben land soil classfications, buildings, indudtriad aress paved arees ad railroad
yards cover more then 75% of the land surface. Given the above information and congruction of more than Sx large-
scdefactory buildings within the district, alow potentid exids for the recovery of intact Stesin the didtrict. Degply
buried features, espedidly burids, may survive, however, intact and complete Stes have bean destroyed.

A high potentid exids for locating historic archaeologica resourcesin the digtrict; however, initial industria devdopment
in the late 19* century and large-scale indudtrid devdopment in the digtrict after 1911 may have destroyed many of these
resources. While residentid devdopment wias known to exigt in the digtrict from the mid-19* century, and amdl-scde
indudtrid devdopment from shortly thereefter, only one building, awaréhouse (ca 1836, ca 1910, ca 1950) & 262
Winter Sret, survives from the district's pre-1911 devdopment. At the northem end of the district, Duncan and Locke
Srects were largdly residentid in character, devdoped as investment proparties and occupied from the 1880s onward by
workersfrom factoriesin the Washington Stret SoeDidtrict. At the southem end of the digtrict, both Sdes of Essex
Sregt were d0 resdentid in use during the mid-19* century. Structura evidence from residences, bams dables ad
outbuildings may survivein thosearees Archaeologica evidence of occupationd-rdated fegtures (trash pits, privies,
wdls) and utilities (electric, water, sawvage heating) might aso exis with resdentid dtesand smdler indudtries.

(continued)
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Structurd evidence of indusgtria buildings mey aso survive in the district, although most potential Stesthet predate 1911
have yet to be identified. Known dtesin the digtrict that may survive include the Ste of the Lennox and Briggs Morocco
Leather Fectory neer the center of the district, one-story concrete additions demolished in 2008 &t the Pawtucket
Asodates Building a 10 Duncan Street, the Tilton Building & 115117 Essex Stredt, apork house, provisons gore, ad
dipper factory a the west comer of the Locke and Essex Strest intersection, the Haverhill Electric Comparny plant
originaly located on the south bank of the Little River, immediatdly eedt of the Bogon and Maine Railroad right-of way,
an auto body garage on Locke Strest, the former Gale Shoe Manufacturing Compeary on Duncan Stredt, and the H. E.
Guptill Shoe Factory on Winter Street. Cod bays were dso demolished in the 1960s near the Hamd-owned dorehouse a
the canter of the higtoric district.

(end)
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8- Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

K. A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our histoiy.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X. C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Es.sex, Massachusetts
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture
Industry

Community Planning and Development

Period of Significance
ca 1fiafi-19.'Sfi

Significant Dates

ca 1911-1919 (era of large-scale industrial construction)

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder (see continuation sheet)
Concrete Engineering Company

Damon Brothers Architects

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): HPCA #20115

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

)L State Historic Preservation Office

X Other State agency (Massachusetts State Archives)
_ Federal agency

_ Local government

_University

X Other
Name of repository:

Epsilon Associates, Inc., Maynard, Massachusetts
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8. Satement of Sgnificance

Architect/Builder (continued)

Griffin, G. W., Architect
Monks & Johnson Architects
Morse & Dickinson Architects
Root, W.A. & H. A.

Narrative Satement of Sgnificance

TheL. H. Hamd Legthar Compeny Higtoric Didtrict (photo 1) isacomplex of manufacturing and warehouse buildings
asxodated with indugtrid expangon in Haverhill, Massachussets during the late 19 and early 20™ centuries Mgjor
features of the complex are Sx large industrid buildings, condructed in the 1910s during aloca effort to further
Haverhill's economic interests by providing loca manufacturers with goece to leese d ressonable rates These buildings
represant the ladt era of large-scdle industrid congtruction in Haverhill. Occupied principally by dhoe manufacturing and
shoerdated busnesses  the complex wes assodaed fromthe early 1920s onward with the L. H. Hamd Legther
Compary, Inc., aHaverhill-based legther goods company and tannery that eventudly assumed ownership of modt of the
buildings. Architecturally, the complex illudrates a trangition in the design and congruction of large-scdle indudtrid
buildingsin the early 20™ century, from traditional load-bearing masonry buildings executed inreviva syles to reinforced
concrete buildings of curtain-wall constmgction displaying a'building as maching' aesthetic that was a precursor to
modem architecture. Retaining integrity of location, desgn, setting, materids, workmanship, feeling, and assodidion, the
L. H. Hamd Leather Company Higtoric Digtrict meats Criteria A and C of the Nationd Regider of Historic Heoes & the
locd level.

Haverhill wes edablished in 1640 as Pentucket, with the first Europeen settlement taking its name from one of the Native
American Renaoodk tribes known to have bean ective dong the Mearimack River in the Haverhill area Pantucket
Fantation encompessed territory north of the Merrimack River, origindly including much of Methuen and Lawrence,
Massechusets as well as towns now within the boundary of New Hampshire One of the four shires of Pantucket
Rantation wes caled Haverhill, named after the birthplace in England of Haverhill's first miniger, John Ward. The locd
economy  wias bessd on agriculture andfishing,with saw and grigt mills dso present. Other indudtries well established by
the ealy 19" century were shipbuilding and the making of sail cloth, shoe-making, and hat-making, as well asfactories
producing horn comb, legther, gloves, saddles and hamesses Andrew Gredey, who sdttled in Haverhill in 1648,
reportedly wes the first local shoemaker. Shoemeking as awholesdle business began neer the end of the 18" century.
[Historical Data, 58; Stone, 345-346; Heritege Landscgpe Inventory report; MHC Reconnaissance Report; Washington
Strest Soe Didrict NR nomination]

A drong cattle market in the eerly 19* century contributed to growth in the loca dhoe and supporting indudries. By
1837, there were forty-two shoe manufecturers in Haverhill, as well as fourteen tannersand legther dedas The
introduction of the railroad to Haverhill in 1839 facilitated continued growth in the shoeindustry. Asealy as 1843,
Haverhill begen manufacturing dippers, aproduct that diginguished the community from other shoe centars Ore

(continued)
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hundred shoefactorieswere in operation in Haverhill in 1860. Approximately 94,000 cages of dhoes were produced
locally thet yeer, valued a $3,754,240. Haverhill was incorporated as acity in 1869. Effective Januery 1897, Haverhill
arexa the largdy agriculturd town of Bradford, located on the south Sde of the Merrimack River. Thisannexation
gave Haverhill its current character, with the Merrimack Riverflowingthrough the heart of the city. [Historical Data, 58;
Stone, 345-346; Heritage Landscape Inventory report; MHC Reconneissance Report]

From its 17 -century roots, shoemaking became Haverhill's dominant industry by the mid-19" century. During the Early
Industrial period (1830-1870), brick blocks housing shoamaking concems began to be condructed on Merrimack Streg,
eedt of Washington Square. Condruction continued into the Late Industrial period (1870-ca 1916), when the doe
factory district expanded westward from Merrimack Street to Washington Square, then farther west up Washington Stret
and Wingate Stret to Railroad Square. By ca 1880, nearly dl of Haverhill's shoe menufacturers hed located in wooden
or brick buildings in the shoefactory district. A fireon Feoruary 17, 1882, originating in ashoefactory on Washington
Strest, levdled most of the buildingsin nearly ten acres of the hoe district, leaving more than seventy-fivefirmsbumed
out and ove three thousand men and women temporarily without employment. The swiftnesswith which the ghoe didtrict
waes rebuilt - twenty-three manufacturing buildings, two banks, and ahotd were congtructed by October 1832 - enabled
the indudry tofl ourishin Haverhill in the post-fire years Washington Street remained the principal focusof thecity's
dhoe manufacturing operations into the early 20™ century. [Washington Strest Shoe District NR nomination]

With Haverhill's doe digtrict re-establishing itself around Washington Street in the last quarter of the 19% century, the
neighborhood afew blocksto the north, now known as the Hamd Leathar Company complex, continued its trandtion
from resdentid to commerdid and indudtrid usss The area defined by Essex Stret on the south, Locke Srest and
Duncan Strest on the east. Winter Street on the north, and the Boston & Maine Railroad right-of-way on the west wes
divided into two partsby the Little River, which flowed from northwest to southesdt toward the Merrimack River. As
devdopmeantt pressresin Haverhill increesad, the Little River wes partidly filled, creating land on the south berk (north
of Ess=x Stredt). The layout of Sreetsdefining the complex acquired its present configuration between 1886 and 1893,
according to Sanbom fire inurance mgps. At the northem end of the area, Duncan and Locke Sregtswere largdy
resdentid in character, deveoped with invesment properties occupied from the 1860s onwerd by workers from the
factoriesin the Waghington Street dhoedidtrict. An exception to the resdentid character of the neighborhood wes the
two-gtory hay, grain, and flour warehouse a 262 Winter Stret (e below). At the aredls southem end, the Little River
flowed in an gpen channd batween the railroad right-of-way and Locke Street. Locke Street originaly ended & the north
berk of the Little River, connecting to properties on Essex Strest (on the south bank) by way of anarrow bridge. The
Esx Stredt properties, most housng andl-scde commedd entarprises, were redevdoped by 1893, At that point,
Locke Sirest wes extended over the Little River and congructed through to Essex Street, where atwo-gtory building
houdng a pork house, provisons dore, and dipper factory occupied the west comer of the presant intersection. Another
ue presant within the higtoric digtrict areaa that time indluded the Haverhill Electric Compeny plant, Stueted on the
south bark of the Little River, immediatdy eadt of the Bogton & Maine Railroad right-of-way. Both the pork house ad
dectric company buildingswere demoalished in the early 1910s and replaced by the present factory buildings. Remaining
stionsof the digtrict areafronting both Sdesof Essex Strest weere resdentid in use [Sanborn mgpg

The ddes building in the historic district areais the warehouse a@ 262 Winter Sreet (ca. 1886/ca 1910/ca 1950, sketch
mep #5, photo 2), which was occupied by wholessle dedersinflour,grain, hay, and groceries for much of its history.
Long-term tenants Blake-Curtis Co. Inc. occupied the building from 1903 through the end of the period of significance.

(continued)
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Incorporated in 1903, Blake-Curtis Co. weare wholesde groocars and dedersin produce, butter, cheess, and eggs es well as
mill egants for Pillsbury's Bes Flour. Josgph 1. Curtiswes presdent of the company, and Charles Edwin Blakewas
treesurer. By 1916, Blake and Curtiswere mill egantsfor Russdl's Regular, Gold Medd, Stratton & Co., and White Rose
flours. The compary was one of saven wholessle grocersin Haverhill in the 19205 according to city directories Vaious
grain and cod deders occupied goece a the rear of the building during the period of significance, including John C.

Tilton, Haverhill Cod Supply Company, Chese & Williams Coad Company, and Haverhill Grain & Cod Compary. The
warehouse is Sgnificant as the only remnant of pre-1911 redevdopment in the Hamd Legther Company complex,
illugtrating smdl-scale indugtrid activity in the areaprior to the introduction of the monumenta factory buildings. The
rear of the warehouse was connected to the Hamd complex from the ca. 1922-1944 period (sse bdow) to the 1960s
[Haverhill directories, Sanbom mapd

Asodaions of locd manufacturers, other busness owna's, ad investors undartook mog: of the new congtmction in the
Hamd Lesther Comparly complex during the Late Indudtria period. Coordinating the movemant to improve Haverhill,
and build up the city with factory goece to leese to "rdiablefirmsat the lowes possble rates condgeat with the
invesment,” was the Haverhill Board of Trade, agroup of loca busnessmen organized in May 1901 "to promaote the [the
city's] indugtrid and mercantile wefare and prosperity.” Known as the "leading dipper city in the world," Haverhill hed
a population of nearly 40,000, and saved as amercantile canter for more than 100,000 people. The Board of Trade
condmated its own building on Walnut Street in 1906, providing goece for various shoe manufecturing busnesses
Within the Hamd Leather Compeny complex, three assodaions or trusswere involved in the devdopment of the saven
or eght-gory factory buildings condructed in the Late Indugtrid period: the Haverhill Building Tmst, Pentucket
Asodaes, and Essex Assodaes [Haverhill Historicd Commission resserch; O'Malley and Tedesoo, 89; 1906 directory]

Betwean 1911 and 1916, Haverhill Building Trugt, led by Ledie K. Morse, alongtime shoe manufacturer in Haverhill and
the city's future (1916-1918) mayor, deveoped the three monumental concrete factories Stuated in arow on Ess=x Stredt
immediatdy south of the Bodon & Maine Railroad right-of-way. These eight-tory, concretefireproofbuildings were the
first of their kind condructed in Haverhill, and illugtrate the lag phese of large-scdle indudtria condruction in the city.
Sanbom fire insurance mgps note thet al three buildingswere of curtain wall construction. The Boston banking concem
of Burgess Lang & Companyfinancedthe project with the Haverhill Building Trust, and the first two buildings
condructed were nemad for the firm's principals, William H. Burgessand Howard W. Lang. At the canter of the row is
the Burgess Building. 143-145 Essex Sirest (1911, MHC #1045, sketch megp #6, photos 1 and 5), begun in February 1911
and completed in July of the same year & acost of $200,000. North of the Burgess Building and adjacent to the railroad
isthe Lang Building. 151 Essex Streat (1911-1912, MHC #1046, sketch mgp #7, photos 1 and 5). Nearly identical to the
Burgess Building in design, the Lang Building was begun in August 1911 and completed in 1912, South of the Burgess
Building, and the largest of the three concrete blocks, isthe Tilton Building. 115117 Essex Strest (1915-1916, MHC
#1048, sketch mgp #1; photos 1, 4, and 7). Thisbuilding gpparently wes nemed for Andrew J. Tilton, the red edate
broker whose family hed owned the building Ste for many years operating alegther remnants busness there before
congruction of the conarete block. Asagroup, the three buildings added gpproximatdy $1,250,000 in taxable property to
the city's vauation, and provided thirty acresoffl oorareafor Haverhill's shoeindusry and rdated firms. [Haverhill
Higtorical Commission reseerch; 1911 Haverhill directory; 1911 Bogton directory]

(continued)
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With the exception of their historic window sseh, the concrete Burgess, Lang, and Tilton Buildings dosdy resambe one
another in their architectural design. While no information hes bean located on the architect or builder of the Burgess
Building (the earlies in the group), the Lang Building is known to have bean condmcted by the Concrete Engineering
Compary, afirmthat likely built dl three buildings for the Haverhill Building Trust. No listing for the Conarete
Enginesring Company gppearsin Haverhill or Bodon directories Monksé& Johnson, a Bogon-besad architecture ad
enginering firm, desgned the Tilton Building, according to the Commonwedlth's Public Safety records. Archibald G.
Monks and Granville Johnson mantained apartnership from 1915 to 1932. Architectura plansfor the Tilton Building,
filed & the Massechusdits Siate Archives, indude the following notation: " Detail & top of front devation to match old
buildings but to fit dimengons of new building.” While itis dear that the omamental motifs on the exterior of the Tilton
Building were intended to match the older buildings, the overdl similarity of the desgns suggest that either Monks or
Johnson mey have designed the older buildings before the architects formed their partnership in 1915. Monks& Johnson
desgned anumber of buildings in Bosion, including agarage for the Jordan Marsh Company; the S S Ferce Compary
building, Brookline Avenue; Boson Schod of Physcal Education. 106 South Huntington Avenue (1916); the Pilgrim
Building. 204-216 South Street (1919) (NRDIS, 1983), and the Universitv Club. 420-432 Stuart Street (1925/1929).
[Public Sefety Flans BPL architects file]

Asagroup of three conarete industria buildingsthat ae modem in desgn and monumenta in scale, the Burgess, Lang,
and Tilton Buildings are reminiscent of an earlier industrid complex in Massachustts that is more widdly known: the
first phese of the United Shoe Machinery Corporation plant. 400 Elliott Street. Beverly (1902-1906, MHC Area AE). The
three monumental, Sde-by-sde, industria buildings thet condtituted the first phese of congmction for United Shoe in
Beverly ae significant for their design by English-bom engineer Emest Ransome, amadter pioneer in reinforced conarete
congmction. The three United Shoe buildingsin Beverly display a'building as maching' aesthetic later embraced by
modem architects, and have been described collectively as the mogt important concrete landmeark in the United Siates No
evidence hes bean located to date to suggest that the concrete buildingsin Haverhill were assodated with Ransome
However, United Soe Machinery Corporation was atenant in the Burgess Building. 143-145 Essex Strest (sse above)
from its opening in 1911 through the end of the higtoric digtrict's period of sgnificance, raising the posshility thet
executives of United Shoe who were familiar with the congtruction in Beverly aso were involved in the desgn of the
buildingsin Haverhill. Haverhill city directories describe the operaions of United Shoein the Burgess Building as "dhoe
mechinery," and provide no further information on the company or its employessin Haverhill. While adirect connection
betwean the condruction of the Beverly and Haverhill buildingshes yet to be established, pending future reseerch into the
busness practices of United Shoe, the reinforced concrete buildings a the United Shoe plant in Beverly may have saved
& amodd for the condruction of Haverhill'sfirst concrete industrid buildings. [Haverhill directories MAORIS databess
Cummings Propaties webste]

In contragt to the concrete factories, the red brick factoriesin the Hamd Lesther Compearly complex in Haverhill were
more dosdy digned architecturdly with traditiond industrial congtruction dreedy esablished in the city. The architects
who designed the brick buildings for the Pentucket Assodates and the Essex Asodiaes, respectively, weare active in
Haverhill in the late 19 and early 20* centuries. The Pentucket Assodaes Building. 10 Duncan Strest (1911. sketch
mep #4, photo 3) was desgned by George W. Griffin of Concord, New Hampshire and built by Kelly Brothers of
Haverhill. The saven-gory Pentucket Assodates building grafts goare dassca-syle omament executed in brick and
concrete onto amulti-bay, brick-clad block. A native of Methuen, Massachusetts George W. Griffin lived in Haverhill
whiletraining in the office of architect C. Willis Damon, after which he darted his own architecturd firm besed in

(continued)
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Concord, New Hampshire. Other Haverhill buildings by Griffin incdude the Home & StevensBuilding. 86-92 Essex Stret
(1909), the Wingate Assodates Building. Wingate and Essx Stredts (1910, NRDIS 1976), ad the C. H. Hayes Building.
36 Granite Sret (1911). [Public Safety plans, Washington Stirest Soe Didtrict NR nomination]

A dhort distance southwwest of the Pentucket building, & the comer of Essex and Locke Stredts, isthe eight-gory Ess=x
AsodaesBuilding. 109-113 Essex Street (1914-1915. MHC #1047, sketch map #2; photos 1, 4, and 7), desgned by
Damon Brothers of Haverhill. With itsdasscd brick piers, bay windows over the torefronts, and round-arched windows
with keygones & the atic levd, the eight-story Essex Assodaes Building digdlays perhgps the mod traditional design of
a building in the Hamd complex, providing a grong contragt to the adjacent row of three concrete factories -the Tilton,
Burgess and Lang Buildings (sse above) - condructed betwean 1911 and 1916. Architect C. Willis Damon (1849-1916)
hed along caresr in Haverhill, pardlding aperiod of mgor growth in the city. He graduated from the Schod of
Architecture & the Massachuseits Schod of Technology (MIT) in 1871, and darted an architecture firm in Haverhill in
1873, with his brother, Charles Page Damon, joining the firm soon after. Between 1873 and 1915, the firm designed over
thirty documented buildings in Haverhill, notably schools, resdences, commercid blocks, and industrid buildings.
Sevard Damontdesgned commercid or indudtrid blocks, al built in 1882, survive in the Waghington Strest Soe Didrict
(NRDIS 1976), located afew blocks south of the Hame Leather Company complex. The firm aso desgned the Haverhill
Boad of Trade Building. 16-18 and 38-42 Wanut Street (1906/1908, e above NR, 2007). The Essex Assodaes
Building in the Hamd complex was one of the lagt commissons of the Damon Brathers firm, which dossd in 1915. [NR
nominations for Washington Strest Shoe Didlrict and Haverhill Board of Trade; Haverhill Historical Commisson
research]

From their condruction during the Late Indugtria period through the end of World War 11, thesefive buildings on Ess=x,
Locke, and Duncen Stregtswere occupied by various indudtrid tenants dmog entirdy shoerdaed. While Haverhill
directories prior to 1922-1923 do not indude adreet directory that lists the tenants of each building, business directories
for 1911, 1916, ad 1919 indicate that mog early tenantsweare hoe manufecturers, and asmal number of busnessss
were devoted to the manufacture of hoemachinery. Laer directories suggest the range of businesses presat in these
buildings. Among them were manufacturers of men's and women'sfi neand medium tums, "infants dippers™ ad
dancing and nursss shoes as well as concans devoted to gitching and the manufacture of shoe omaments, cournters™
wood heds cut soles inner soles and polish. Inadditiontothe L. H. Hamd Leather Compeny (sse below), long-term
tenants of these buildings included the United Shoe Machinery Corporation (e above) in the Burgess Building. 143-145
Es=< Stredt (from 1911 through the 19505 s above); and the Knights-Allen Company, shoe manufacturers, in the
Burgess Building and the Tilton Building. 115117 Essex Street. Singer Sewing Machine Company briefly occupied
goecein the Lang Building. 151 Essex Siredt, in the late 1910s, while maintaining its principal location in Haverhill on
Merrimack Strest. Oocupants of dreet-level storefront goecesin these buildings induded smdll businesses such as
restaurants and confectionaries, express (shipping) shops and aprinter.

(continued)

" As ddfined by the Amaicen Legher Chamids Assoddion, aturn doe isa snglesileflexibledoe in which the sde ad ugpe ae
ditched togethar with a horizontd dhain ditch whilewrong Sde out on the lagt. [Ameican Legther Chamids Assoddion dictionary]

N A ocounter is a piece of giffening matarid insated a the bedk of the e bawean the lining and the outsde of a e uppa:.
[Amaican Leghar Chamiss Assodaion dictionary]
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Shoe manufacturing and rdated businesses dominated Haverhill's economy a the gart of the Early Modern period (ca
1916-1940). There were 16000 wage earnarsin Haverhill in 1919, with gpproximatdy 75% depandent on the dhoe
indugry for their livelihood. Govemment contracts during World Wer | increesed production and employment
opportunities. 1n 1927, Haverhill was one of thetop three large canters of shoe manufacturing in Massachusdtts, behind
the atiesof Brockton and Lynn. The same year, the vadue of hoes produced in Haverhill condtituted 53.4% of the city's
totd vauation of products manufactured ($48,736,697), while shoe-rdated cut sock andfindings(i.e., omameants
buckles etc.) comprisad another 23.2%. Orra Stonés Higtory of Massachusatts Indudgtries (1930) notes that Haverhill's
output in October 1928 wiss 55,036 cases of dhoes (each case averaging about thirty-six pairs), encompassng
goproximatdy one-gxth of al women's shoes medein the United States thet month. [Stone, |, 355, O'Malley and
Tedeo, 66-71]

By the late 19205 however, the economic gability of this "one indudtry town" was thregtened by conflicts within the doe
indugry that would characterize Haverhill's higory through the 1960s A sudy conducted in 1928 by economigs ad
labor gatidicians fromthe U. S Department of Labor conduded that, in Haverhill, "the shoe-meking process ad the
consumer's damands hed bean revol utionized, but mansgamat and labor were locked in an out-of-date mind <.
Manufacturers were faced with the threet of foreign and increessd domedtic competition, as well as gregter
unpredictability of sdescaregted by the 1920s revolution in women's fashionsthat cdled for new ghoes for evary occadon
and evary sseson. The presaure to kegp manufacturing cogts as low as possible increasad the pressure to reduce |abor
oods, "the only factor [in the manufacturing process that Haverhill shoe manufacturers could ressonably control.” With
wages dictated by the number of pieces eech worker produced, rather than the hours worked, negotiation of [abor
contracts betwean eech dhoe firm and each craft union was a highly complex matter involving wage lists goproved by the
Shoe Workers Pratective Union (SWPU) and the shoe manufacturers, rate books that required condant editing and
updating, and continua labor unrest and the threet of a drike. Beween 1920 and 1929, 219 shoefirmsin Haverhill
reportedly ether went out of business or moved, usudly to southen New Hampshire, where labor unionswere nat
present. Remarkably, the total number of dhoefirmsin busnessin Haverhill declined only dightly during the same
period, from 122firmsin busnesson January 1, 1920 to 102firmsin production in 1929. [O'Malley and Tedesoo, 66-
71

During the Early Modem period, the last detached industria building was congmcted in the Hamd Lesther Compary
complex. The eight-sory Shoe and Lesther Assodates Building. 98-112 Essex Streat (1918, sketch mgp #9, photo 6)
d=o isknown as the Witherell Building, named for the Witherdl Compery, Inc., an early tenant and one of sevard dhoe
manufacturers who occupied the building during the period of significance. Designed and condructed by W. A. & H. A.
Rooat, Inc. of Bogton, the building istypical of factory design in the Early Modem period, conssting of curtain wall
congmction in which the exterior wall surfaces are non-load-bearing. Multi-pane ged indudtrid sseh and brick pands
condiituted the curtain walls, which were gpplied over agrid of reinforced concrete piers and pandrds. Seam hest for
the building wes provided via an underground conduit from the Essex Assodates Building. 109113 Essx Sredt aoross
the dret. Thefirmof W. A. & H. A. Root goparently focused on building congruction, starting in the late 19¢ cantury
with a number of dwellings and amdl-scde doresin Bodon that were desgned by Bogon architecture firms. In the
decede following congtruction of the Shoe and Legther Assodaes Building in Haverhill, the Root firm built four large
buildings in Bagton in the Park Square vicinity, which was then under redevdopment:  the Pak Square Building. 1-59 S
James Avenue (1922-1923, MHC #2381); the Universitv Club. 420-432 Stuart Stret (1925/1929, MHC #2395); the

(continued)
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Bogion Consolidated Gas Compary Building. 100 Arlington Street (1927, MHC #2361); and the YWCA. 140 Clarendon
Srest (1929, MHC #2368) (NRIND, 2004). [Sanbom meps Public Safety plans, BPL architects file; Haverhill
directories] In October 2007, origind ded indugtrid windowsin the Shoe and Legther Assodates Building begen to fail,
with falling glass podng a public safety hazard, and Haverhill's building commissioner ordered them removed.

The assodation of the L. H. Hamd Leasther Company with the higtoric buildingsin the digtrict begen during the Early
Modem period. Hamd Legather was amajor producer of leasther and lesther goods, principdly for the shoe indudry, in the
first haf of the 20* century. Louis H. Hamd (1898-1975) wes born in Exeter, New Hampshire his parants were
Haverhill natives who retumed to Haverhill with the family afew yearslater. As achild, Louis Hamd supplementaed the
family income by working after school peddling ice cream and candy & the city's shoefactories. Leaving schodl after the
svanth grade, he worked as an errand boy in the cutting room of the Webgter & Webber Soe Compary in Haverhill,

then moved on to the Hartman Shoe Company. At the age of seventeen, Hamd used his savings of $97 and opened his
own busnessa 11 Washington Siret, cutting ghoe trimmings from lesther remnants.  Eighteen months later, he moved
the growing busnessto 100 Washington Sired, first lessing an entire floor, then expanding by 1919 to occupy four floors
of the building. Hamd's firm becamethe largest trimming cutting room in Haverhill, employing forty cutters. The firm
a0 handed glazed kid* and shegaskins purchesed from various tanneries and resold to the shoe trade, and cut doe
linings from whole skins and lesther remnants. ["Haverhill firm iscdled world's leeder;” 1916 directory]

Louis Hamd's venture soon became afamily busness Arthur Hamd joined hisyounger brother in the firm about 1920.
Oreyea lder, the L. H. Hamd Lesther Company was incorporated, with Arthur Hamd as presdent and seles manege,
and Louis Hamd as genard maneger and treesurer. Three other brothers dso worked in manegement poditions: Herbert
Hamd, as dlerk; George Hamd, as assdant sdes manager; and Waelter Hamd, as production director.

In 1920, Hamd Lesther Company was ane of 78 budnessesin Haverhill dedling in legther remnants and trimmings, ad
hed aprofit of $25,000. The firm's salesof uncut leather hed reeched sufficient volumeto warrant adding the tanning of
skins to the company’s activities. Another factor in thisdecison may have bemn the rdative lack of legther manufecturers
operaing in Haverhill: only two noted in the Annua Shoe and Leather Reporter of 1920. In Decambar 1922, the
company acquired atannery in Pesbody, Massachusetts Within ayear, however, damand for the company’s leather hed
exosadaed the capadity of the Peebody tannery, which wes then sold, and the tannery operation moved to the Washington
Strest building in Haverhill. ["Haverhill firm iscdled world's leeder;” O'Malley and Tedesoo, 75; Annud Soe and
Leather Reporter (1920)]

Hamd Lesther Company moved itstannery operaion in Decamber 1923 to the first floor of the Tilton Building. 115117
Es=x Strest. Massadhuseits Cities Redty Company owned the Tilton Building, as well as the neighboring Burgess
Building and Lang Building. Initialy occupying 20,000 squerefeet of fl oorares, Hamd Legther soon took over the entire
Tilton Building, occupying over 265,000 square feet in the tanning of gpproximatdy 20,000 shegp and goat skins par day.
In 1928-1929, Massachusetts Cities Redty Company condructed for Hamd Leather a 30,000-square-foat addition on the
south devation (right rear comer) of the Tilton Building. Dedgned by Marse & Dickinson, this one-gtory, red-brick
addition isknown as the power plant. Itislikely that congmction of this addition was ane reeson for channding the
Little River, which pessed through the Massechusdtts Cities Redlty property. The channding occurred betiwean 1922 ad
1944, according to Sanbom fire insurance mgps Destribed s the "Little River Aqueduct” on the

(continued)

' Glazed kid is kid legther, usudly dyame tanned, with a highly palished, asmoathfini sh.[Ameicen Lesthar Chamids Asn
dictionary]
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Sanborm maps this new underground conduit alowed the property owner to congruct additionsto al three conarge
indudtrid buildingsby 1944. With the exception of the power plant, these additions were damadlished somdiime after
1971, acoording to Sanbom mgps (32 below for further information).

While developing his lesther remnant businessin the previous decade, Louis Hamd o operated the Hamd Soe
Machinery Compeary, Inc., one of thefirst tenants of the Essex Assodaes Building, 109-113 Essex Strest. At the time,
the leather remnant busnesswias till located on Washington Street. Hame's experimentation in mechanicd prooessss
relating to tanning, including the drying and tacking of legther, led him to patent some machinery desgns  Initidly, his
inventions were controlled exclusively by the company. By the late 19305 however, Hamd was receiving roydties from
his compdtitorsin the tanning industry, who built machines according to Hamd desgns  Operations of the Hamd Soe
Machinery Company may have beaen absorbed by the Hamd Leather Company, as no ssparatelisting for the dhoe
mechinery company gppearsin Haverhill directories after 1923, when Hamd Leather moved into the Tilton Building.
[Haverhill directories; "L. H. Hamd Leather Co.;" "Haverhill firm iscaled world's leader"]

By 1928 Hamd Leather Company reportedly was the largest producer of shoelinings in the United States, with 400
operdives and a capitaization of $500,000. The suooess of the company wes besed in part on the manufacturing and
busnessinnovations of Louis Hamd and Arthur Hame. Though he had no previous exparience in tanning, Louis Hamd
"knew what propaties in lesther were mod vauable to the shoefactories and he leamed by experimenting how to
produce them." Hedevdoped and patented his own method of tanning known as the Nu-Process Sysem, ad d<o
patented machingry used in the tacking and drying of leaether. Few of the tannery's workers hed experience in tanning;
rather, they were sdected by Louis Hamd for their gptitude for carrying out the processes he hed devdoped. Arthur
Hamd, who built the sles 9de of the budness, hed the god of matching each cugtomer with the leasther best sited for
that cusomer’s requirements. To that end, the company hired former cutting-room foremen from shoe factories who hed a
thorough understanding of shoe manufacturing and could sort thefi ni shedlegther according to the nesds of the cusomer.
By taking advantage of variations in the properties of shegaskins and goatskins, and by modifying the tanning prooess
accordingly, the compeany dso could provide "custom built" legther for eech cusomer's nesds This new marketing
technique, which arested daose cooperation batween the tannery and the dhoe manufacturers that used the tannery's
products, increesad damand for Hamd leather. ["Haverhill firm iscaled world's leeder;" Stong]

Hamd Leghar Company took an active rolein the welfare of itsemployees  The company reorgenized in 1928 to reward
faithful employess with membership in the Hamd brothers firm. Those employess induded Edward Blancheard, William
Hayes William Bagton, C. F. Todd, John O'Sheg, William Blain, and Victor &. Onge  1n 1934, the company formed the
Hamd Employees Credit Union, followed in 1939 by the Hamd Employees Mutua Benefit Association. The
asodation provided indudtrid and non-indugtrid acddent and dcknessbenefitsand in 1941 indtituted a wege
gahilization plan, in which extraweeks pay was depodted into afund for use during annud vacations, dcknessar other
amagendes, or during unemployment because of dack busness At that time, over 80% of Hamd workers hed bemn
employed with the company for morethan five years and were digible for the plan. [O'Malley and Tedeso, 75; "L. H.
Hamd Legther Company;” "Haverhill firm is cdled world's leader”]

(continued)
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Haverhill's population remained relatively deady during the 19305 numbering betwean 48,000 and 50,000. 1n 1936, the
city hed 7,500 wege eamars, with 5600 employed in the dhoe and rdated indudries, asignificant decline Sncethe 1920s
By the late 1930s the Hamd Leathar Compery hed begun to branch out beyond the production of dhegp and kid skin
lining leathers adding aline of coet lesthers as well as producing spedid types of outsde doeleathers

At the gat of the Modern period (1940-ca 1958), Hamd Leathar Compeny occupied ninefloorsin the Tilton Building.
115117 Essex Stret (including the basament); the besamants of the Burgess Building. 143-145 Ess=< Sret ad the
Lang Building. 151 Essex Stredt; onefloor of the Shoe and Legther Assodates Building. 98-112 Essex Strest: ad the
besamant of the Ess=x Assodates Building. 109-113 Essex Stret. To accommodete expangons in the goe lining ad
oot lesther departments, in the summer of 1941 Louis Hamd purchesed the sevenrdory Pentucket Assodiates Building.
10 Duncan Strest, with the intent of occupying the lower floor. Tenants in the building that Sayed on after the dhenge in
ownership induded the Merker Counter Compeny and the Laird-Schroeber Shoe Company. Hamd Leather embarked in
1941 on atwo-year plan to increese equipment and facilitiesin order to minimize night employment a the tannery. Many
of the hides proocessad by the compeny in the early 1940s came from Indiaand China ["Hamd Buys Duncen Srest
Building;" O'Madley and Tedeso, 72]

A profilein the 1941 Haverhill directory desaribesthe city as the largest manufacturing center of women's shoes ad
wood hedsin the United Siates. By that time, the city washilling itself as the Quean Shoe City of the World - chiefly in
the production of women's camented,” McKay, and tum dhoes - aswell as acity of legther, textile, boxboard, ad het
manufacturing industries. Thetotd vaue of products manufectured in 1940 was $25 miillion. Approximatey 300
manufacturing establishments operated in the city, including over fifty dhoe factories, about twenty wood hed business
and two large lesther tanneries, one of which was Hamd Leather. With apopulaion of 47,323, Haverhill wesa retail
trading and working center for apopulation of 150,000. [1941 directory]

Hamd Leather Compeany gpparently continued operations through World Wer |1, The company provided benefits to its
amployess in military service, and of 158 service men, 140 hed retumed to the compeany by 1947. By the late 19405 raw
kidskins were imported from India, Iran, China, Turkey, Afghanistan, Rusia, Africa, and Brazil, with rav dhegoskins
imported from New Zedand and South America. 1n 1947, the $12,000,000-per year businesswasfirst in the nation in the
manufacture of lesther for shoelinings, one of the top four compenies in shegpskin production, and ane of thetaop five
companies in the production of glazed skins. At that time, the company numbered about 700 enployees

["L. H. Hamd darted busness']

To diversify the company's product begg, in 1945 L ouis Hamd formed Hamd Wool Compeny to supply wool to woolen
millsin dl parts of the country. The"wool pullery” was s&t up on the eighth floor of the Tilton Building, processing wool
pdts purchased from foreign and domestic mearkets and shipped to Haverhill by freight. After the pdtsweretregted to
remove the wool, the skinswere ussd by Hamd Leather Company for the shoe and garment industry. The pullery
handed about 3,000 pdts per day and tumed out more than 12,000 pounds of wool. ['L. H. Hamd darted budness']

(continued)

N Camated does have ousdes tha are attached by oamanting ingeed of ditching, nailing, or pegging. MdKay dhoes invalve atype
of condrudtion in which the ugper is teck-, deple, or camatadad ad the outsdle is atached by a daingitched ssam conoded by
adard inthe outsde Sz aovefor addinition of turn does [Amaican Lesther Chamids Assoddion dictionary]
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After World War I1, Louis Hamd wes active in the Haverhill community, directing much of histime and resources to
charitable organizations devoted to education and youth. 1n 1947, he wes ane of saverd Merrimack Vdley busnessmen
who planned and devdoped Merrimack College in neartly North Andover, oparated by the Order of . Auguding the
infirmary on the campusis named for Hamd. He dso edablished the Hamd Charitable Foundation, Inc., devoted to
funding causes benefiting education and young people, as well as the City of Haverhill and the wider Merrimack Valey
region. [O'Malley and Tedeso, 114]

By the late 1940s modt of the extant buildings within the boundaries of the historic district hed been acquired by Hamd
Redty Inc. LouisH. Hamd was presdent and treesurer of Hamd Redty, with Herbet C. Hamd as corporate clerk. The
compary maintained an office in the Tilton Building. The only exception to the Hamd ownership gpparently wasthe
grocers warehouse & 262 Winter Stret,, & the northem end of the complex, which continued to be oocupied by
wholesdle groocars Blake-Curtis Co., Inc. through the late 1950s A train derailment dameged the front (north devation) of
the grocars warehouse between 1949 and 1954, causing this part of the building to be recondructed with concrete block.
The rear of the building, which had housed coal, wood, and grain deders 9nce the 19205 was vacant by 1959, according
to directories. Origind wood-frame cod baysa this location adjoined a9zable Hamd-owned concrele warehouse (s
below) built betwean 1922 and 1944, according to Sanbom mgps (sse below). The cod bayswere demadlished in the
19680s [Haverhill directories, Sanborn mapg

Hamd Leather Company announced in November 1973 that it would phese out its production and dose the Haverhill
plant, due largdy to the cogt of pollution control facilitiesto meat govemment specifications. The kid busness was
phessd out completdy, with the suede shegpskin linesto be tanned by acontractor. Some demolition of buildingsin the
higtoric digtrict occurred in the decedes following the announcemeant.  Thisincluded mogt of the Szable, onegory
oconarele dorehouse at the canter of the digtrict areg, built batween 1922 and 1944 for storing legther and manufacturing
materids, onthe Ste of the Lennox & Briggs Morocco Legther factory shown on the same dte in the 1922 Sanbom map.
The Hamd Legther gorehouse spannad the north (rear) devations of the Tilton Building, the Burgess Building, and the
Lang Building; extended as far eedt a5 the rear of the Pentucket Assodiates Building: and abutted the open cod hads &
the rear of 262 Winter Street (S22 above). While aprecise congtruction dete hes not bean determined, the Sorehouse may
have bam built about 1928-1930, when Hamd Leather undertook an extendve building congruction program to increese
its plant capadty (sse dso power plant above). Remnants of the conarete dorehouse were extant until the gpring of 2008,
when they were demalished in connection with acertified historic rehabilitation project (sse below). Other building
demoalition in the digtrict areg, occurring in the ssoond half of the 20* century, indluded an auto body garageon Locke
Stredt, plusthe former Gde Shoe Manufacturing Comparny building on Duncan Street, and the H. E. Guptill Shoe Fadtory
on Winter Strest, two originally detached buildings thet were connected in the early 1920s  ["Hamd Legther Pheding
Out;" Sanbom magps Stone, 349]

Of the large-scale buildings present in the Hamd Lesther Compery complex, the Lang Building. 151 Essex Stredt, ad
the BurgessBuilding. 143-145 Ess=x Siredt, are office buildings, with other buildings oocupied maost recently by light
industry. Fores City Resdential Group hes acquired the remaining buildings in the areabound by Essex Stret, Locke
Stret, Duncen Sirest, Winter Street, and the railroad right-of-way, for the purpose of completing certified historic
rehabilitationsto create gpproximatdy 300 residentia units. Thesebuildings are the Tilton Building. 115117 Essex
Street, and the atached power plant on Locke Stret, the Essex Assodates Building. 109-113 Essex Stredt, the Pentucket

(continued)
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AsodaesBuilding. 10 Duncan Street, and the Blake-Curtis Co. Inc. building. 262 Winter Street. The Shoe ad Legther
AsodaesBuilding. 98-112 Ess=x Stredt, is owned by another party that plans arenovation into Sixty-one resdential
condominiums.

Archaeological Significance

Dexiite along higtory of amateur and professond archeeology in Essex County, one of the higher Ste dendties for
ocountiesin the gate, and the location of Haverhill within the tidewater zone of the Merrimack River, pattems of andent
Native American sattlement are poorly documented in the town. Any Native Stesthat survive in Haverhill could
potentiadly be significant. Ancient dtesin this areamey contribute important information related to Native American
aibsdence and sAttlement activities in the Lower Merrimack River Valey, epedidly the downtown Haverhill locae
batwean the confluence of the Little and Merrimack Rivers and severd pondsnear Kenoza Lake. Recat qudy of artifact
collections a the Haverhill Historical Society's Buttormwoods Musaum have indicated thet the above areg, which indudes
the digtrict, may be an important Native American core settlement areg, possibly including ceremonid or burid functions.
Any dtesthat survive in the district may contribute sysematicaly controlled information to help better underdand
atifact collections from Stesin the area Native dtesinthe district may aso contribute important information thet
indicates the role of the Merrimack River as atrade corridor with Native groups in more inland localesto thewest.

Higtoric archaenlogicd  resources destribed above may contribute important information rdaed to the digtrict's mid 19*
century period of resdentid use for which no examples survive, pre-1911 industry for which only one example survives
and pog-1911 indudry for which severd examplesexis. Higtoricd and archaeologica  resources may eso contribute
important information reated to the evolution of shoe manufacturing in Haverhill and the district's trangtion during the
lae 19* century from residentid to commercid and indudtrid use Higtorica ressarch and archaeologicd testing mey
locate the dtes of resdentia homes outbuildings, and occupationd-rdated features located in the digtrict prior toits
period of indudrid expandon. Archaeologica remains of dructures and detailled andysis of the contents of occupationd -
rdated features may contribute evidence of a cottage indudry for hoe manufacturing that exised prior to the congmction
of factories in the digtrict. A ghoe manufacturing cottage industry may have bean the dart of a trangtion from resdentid
devdopmat to andl-scdefactories in the late 19¢ century to large scele manufacturing after 1911. Higtoricd and
archaeological reseerch may a0 contribute important information rdlated to shoe manufacturing technologies thet
evolved and accompanied the trangition from resdentia to indugtria uee in thedigtrict.

(end)
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A. 19 329340 4737920 C. 19 329380 4737690
Zone Easting Norttiing Zone Easting Northing
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Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

JL See continuation sheet
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Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional ltems)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name multiple
street & number. . telephone.
city or town . State. .Zip code.
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10. Geographica Data

UTM References (continued)

Zone Easting Nort hi ng
E 19 329320 4737670
F 19 329330 4737700
G 19 329270 4737750
H 19 329210 4738000
| 19 329260 4738000
J 19 329280 4737940

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the nominated district is shown on the accompanying shests 302 and 304 of the City of Haverhill
a8E=0r's mgs

Boundary Judification

Thedigtrict boundary indudes the grestest concentration of intact resources historically assodated with growth and
devdopment of the L. H. Hamd Leather Company.
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Photographs

Higtoric Name: L. H. Hamd Leather Company Higtoric Didtrict

Location: Esx=x, Locke, Duncan, ad Winter Stregts Haverhill (Essex County), MA
Photographer: Kathleen Kelly Broomer

Dae Fall 2007

Location of

Digital Images Epdlon Asodates, Inc., Maynard, MA
Photo # View

1 View NW on Essex Strest neer Locke Street, showing (from |eft to center) Lang Building, 151
Ess=x Street; BurgessBuilding, 143-145 Essex Stret; Tilton Building, 115117 Essex Sredt; ad
Ess=x AssodaesBuilding, 109-113 Essex Street.
digital filename: MA Haverhill (Essex County) Hamel |

Blake-Curtis Co. Inc. Warehousg, 262 Winter Strest. View SW.
digital filename: MAHaverhill (Essex County) Hamel2

Pentucket Assodates Building, 10 Duncan Street. View SW.
digital filename: MAHaverhill (Essex County) HamelS

Tilton Building, 115-117 Ess=x Stredt (left), and Essex Assodates Building, 109-113 Ess=< Stredt
(right). ViewNE.
digital filename: MAHaverhill (Essex County) HameU

Lang Building, 151 Essex Street (left), and Burgess Building, 143 Essex Street (right). View NE.
digital filename: MAHaverhill (Essex County) HamelS

Shoe ad Leather Assodates Building, 98-112 Ess=x Street. View SE (Building in foreground
isnot in digtrict).
digital filename: MA_Haverhill (Essex County) Hamel6

View SN on Locke Stret, showing Hamd Lesther Comperny Power Flant, Locke Srest
(foreground); Ess=x Assodaes Building, 109-113 Ess=x Stret (left background); and Tilton
Building, 115-117 Es=x Strest (right background).

digital filename: MAHaverhill (Essex County) Hamel7



L. H. Hamel Leather Company Historic District
Haverliill, Massacliusetts

District Data Sheet

Assessor's MHC #  Sketch Sfreef Address/Historic Name Date of Style Resource  Status
Map-Block-Lot Map # (assessor's addresses in boldface) Construction Type
4581 10 Duncan Street
4 Pentucket Associates Building 91 Classicd Revild B
302-F-8 98-112 Esex Street
9 Shoe& Lesther Assodaes Building 1919 utilitarian/Modem B
(alk/aWitherell Building)
304-57-1 109 Essex Street
1047 2 Essex Assodiaes Building (109-113 Essex Street) 1914- 1915 Classicd Revivd B C
1048 1 Andrew J. Tilton Building (115-117 Essex Street) 1915 1916 Modeme B C
1050 3 Hamed Lesther Company Power Plant (Locke Street) 1928-1929 No &> le B C
8 anoke gack 199 No style IS C
304-57-2 143 Es=x Street
1045 6 William H. Burgess Building (143-145 Essex Stredt) 9m Modeme
304-57-3 151 Ess=x Street
1046 1912 Modeme
7 Howard W. Lang Building
304-58-20
Locke Street (vacant lot)
04-58-4
262 Winter Street ca 1836/ca 1950 No > le
5 Blake-Curtis Company Inc. Warehouse ca 1910
addition

Key: B =huilding, S = dte, S = sructure, O = object, C = contributing, NC = noncontributing

Number of Resources Within District: 8 buildings (all contributing), 0 sites, 1 structure (contributing), 0 objects

Kathleen Kelly Broomer for Epsilon Associates, Inc. (February 2008; revised August 21, 2008)
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M assachusetts Historical Commission
December 29, 2008

Mr. J. Paul Loether

National Regiger of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

Nationa Park Service

1201 Eye Strest, NW, 8" floor
Woashington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosed please find the following nomination form:
L.H. Hamd Leather Company HD, Haverhill (Essex), MA

The nomination hes been voted dligible by the State Review Board and has been signed by the
Sate Higtoric Preservation Officer. The owners of the properties were notified of pending State
Review Board congideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Frieoberg
National Regigter Director ([
Massachusetts Historical Commiss
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(004 Kahleen Kdly Broomer, Douglas Kdleher, conautants
Jares Forentini, Mayar, City of Haverhill
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FC Winter Sttt LLC Fores City Resdentid Group
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