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CESCR BE THE FRESENT AND R @ NAL (IF KNOAN) PHYS CAL APPEARANCE

The Sanderson House and t he Munroe Tavern arelocated on contiguous properties on
the southerly side of Massachusetts Avenue (formerly Main Street) near t hecenter of
the Town of Lexington.

The Sanderson House i sfirst mentioned i na deed of 1747, and i t i ssuggested thati t
was built by local townsman John Mason, Jr. Mason's father lived across the street
and t heproperty of his father-in-1awJoseph Loring was adjacent tohis. John Mason,
Jr. married Lydia Loring i nl1731, thus suggesting a possible date for thehouse.

The Sanderson House i sa story and a half and i scovered with shingles stained nearly
black. The house faces southeast with itsgable endtoward thestreet. Either side
of theridge roof has three small dornmers, each with 6-over-6 sash. The house i s si X
bays wi de and three bays deep. Judging by theroof framng, it seens t ohave been
built three bays at a time, thenorthern section toward thestreet being theolder.

The second three bays were undoubtedly added within a fewyears, for thearchitectural
characteristics of therafters of thetwo portions aresimilar but not identical.

The main facade has a slightly off center entrance with a porch of later vintage. The
entrance i sflanked by two wi ndows (2-over-2 sash) totheright and three nore closely
spaced Wi ndows {2-over-2 sash) totheleft. The large chimey i snot quite on line
with thedoor, being slightly totheright of center. The mddle of thethree dorners
is slightly totheleft of center.

The broad north gable end toward t hestreet has two wi ndows (2-over-2 sash) at the
first story level paired on theleft half of theelevation. The right half of this
el evation has only one wi ndow (2-over-2 sash). | nthegable peak there i sone win-
dow (2-over-2 sash) and a small six-paned wi ndow immediately toitsright.

A one-story ridge roof el | of later date has been added t ot hesouth gable endof
the house. Two windows (8-over-8 sash) i nthegable of theold house at t he second
story level may be seen, one on each side of theroof line of theell. A second
chimey rises from t heroof of theold house at this south gable end.

The neighboring Minroe Tavern demonstrates theaccretion of parts typical of old New
Engl and houses. The nain block i sconposed essentiallyof three parts: 1) a twoand
a half story, center entrance, one-bay deep section which faces thestreet, 2) atwo
and a half story, two-bay deep el | on thesouth side with center entrance, gable roof
and chimey at t he southernnmost end, and 3) a two-story, three-bay w de, nearly flat-
roofed section of indetermnate date tucked into thel shape created by t heright angle
junction of theother two sections of thebuilding. The section facing Massachusetts
Avenue pre-dates 1719, and t he southerly el | i sc. 1695. The roof line at t hepoint
where these two sections join slopes back t o acconmodate that juncture nakingt he
Tavern seemt o be hip-roofed when viewed from t he southeast corner. A one-story

ell extends from therear of thehouse t owhich i sattached at t hewesternnmost end a
nodern greenhouse.

The main facade faces northeast toward Massachusetts Avenue and i sfive bays wide with
wi ndows of 6-over-9 sash. The second-story windows areplaced with their lintels
flush against theeave line of thehouse. Restoration i n1939 altered thedoor from
an early Classical Revival with sidelights thefull height of t hedoor and a heavy,
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The Sanderson House and the Munroe Tavern have stood confortably side by side since

the early eighteenthcentury. The early history of each involves ownership by nem
bers of Lexington's most promnent early settlers - t heSanderson House witht he

Mason fam |y and t heMinroe Tavern with the Buckman and Munroe families. However, it
is their shared history i n1775which gives themtheir lasting historical significance.

Sargeant W Iliam Munroe of t helexington Mnute Men and great-grandson of the first
WIlliam Minroe (1625-1717) i nLexington, bought thetavern which was t obe associ ated
with his nane from John Buckman i n1770. Two years later, his cousin, Mary Minroe,
great-granddaughter of old Wlliam though by different descent, married Samuel San-
derson of Wburn and noved into t heol d house just south east of t heTavenn. San-
derson, a corporal i nthelexington Mnute Men and a carpenter-coffin-maker by trade,
carried on his business inthe cellar of his house.

1 the night of April 18, 1775, Sargeant Minroe entertained Sol onon Brown, back hore
in Lexington after a day i n Boston. Brown told Minroe that he had passed a group

of British officers onthe road out from Boston. Minroe, suspecting trouble, gathered
eight other Mnute Men t oguard t heparsonage of Reverend Jonas Cl arke where John
Hancock and Sanuel Adans were spending the night.

Wen fighting erupted between Col onials andBritish regulars, first inthe early

« morning of thel9th and again inmd-afternoon as the British nmade their painful re-
treat toward Boston from Concord, Cpl. Sanderson and Sgt. Minroe were anong Capt.
Parker's troop of defending Mnute Men. Mol ly Minroe Sanderson fled t oher parents'
hone on Woburn Street, while Ms. Mnroe and her children escaped t othe woods behind
the Tavern when it was occupied t heafternoon of the 19th by General Percy |eadinga
relief force of British soldiers torescue Col. Smth's exhausted regulars. Percy
mounted two field pieces t ocover theroad, one onthehill behind the Sanderson
House and t he Tavern, t heother across thestreet, closer t othe G een.

Percy turned the Munroe Tavern into a field hospital totceat the many seriously
wounded nen of Col. Smith's denmoralized troops. Spacious as theTavern was, it was
insufficient tohold all those who needed care, so at |east one man was depositedat
the Sanderson House. Wi en Molly Sanderson returned t oher hone late inthe afternoon
after the British had left Lexington she found the cowwhich had been part of her
dowy sl aughtered wantonly and a bl eeding British soldier inthe bed. Years later,
she would recall that she gave hi msuch a tongue-lashing i nbroad Scots that he was
afraid t oeat t hefood she gave hi mfor fear of being poisoned. According toat |east
one source, thesoldier, a German, recovered and lived i nLexington for nany years.

continued



jIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Trmdson, Charles. History of the Town of Lexington, Volumes | &II. Revisedand
continued t o0 1912. Boston and New York: Houghton Mifflin, GCo. 1912.

Interim Report of t heBoston National Historic Sites Conmi ssion Pertaining to the
Lexi ngton- Concord Battle Road. Governnment Printing Office, 1959.

Proceedings of t helexington Historical Society, Volume |, 1889; Volune 11, 1905.

*GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 77,234 square feet {lh acres)
UTM REFERENCES

B U I L J—L
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING —— NORTHING
LLJLa L WxJ T1ed1. 21111 L

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION .

The boundary begins at thecorner of Massachusetts Avenue
and Tavem Lane andruns southeast along Massachusetts Avenue t othe southeastern property
line of t he Sanderson House, thence along t hewest property line of said house t o the
sout heastern property line of t heMinroe Tavern, thence southwest t o Tavem Lane, thence
north along Tavern Lane t ot hepoint of beginning.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FORPROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

FORM PREPARED BY

N\E T TLE j*"** Gady andElizabeth W Reinhardt,
Judy D Dobbs, National Register Editor and Lexington Historical Conmi ssion
ORGANIZATION DATE
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion March 12, 1976
STREETS. NUMBER TELEPHONE
294 Washington Street 617-727-8470
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Boston

Massachusetts 02108
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATEIS;
NATIONAL STATE LOCAL.

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures setforth bythe National Park Service.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE

TITLE DAIE yyiti™ [ r /9 <7
Executive,. Director Mass”N.ChaSettS. Histarlcal Owmm ssi nn
FDR NPS USE ONLY

| HEREBY CERTIFY TH. HIS PROPEfIT DED INTHE NATIONAL REGISTER

.l/Mm DATE®MANAN

DIRECTOR, Q EOF ARCHEO

ATTEST: DATE N2J-P4.
KEEPER OF THE NATANALREGISTER

GPO 888-445



Form No 1f)-300a

- 10_74L)JNITED STATtS DtPARTMhNT OK THH INTHRIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE d6
RECEIVED mw - "A I
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES AR 2 61976
INVENTORY NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED
CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 7& 8 PAGE 2
#7:

flat entablature, toitspresent appearance with sinple triangular pedinment, pilas-
ters instead of sidelights and a rowof transom lights. This restoration also
changed t he facade from three bays with windows of 2-over-2 sash t ot hepresent five
bays.

The southern facade retains something of it solder appearance. The central entrance
has been altered from a tall, narrow door frame without lights and a plain entabla-
ture with projecting flat cornice, toa doorway with five transom lights and pilasters.
The entabl ature has been wi dened t oextend across thewi dth of thepilasters. The
facade keeps theolder fenestration with twow ndows paired totheleft of the en-
trance on thefirst floor, balanced by one larger windowtotheright. Thereare
three second-story w ndows, one centered over thedoor and one t oeach side. The

wi ndows were changed from t henineteenth century 2-over-2 sash totheir present
6-over-9 appearance. Al | wall surfaces of theTavern are sheathed i nclapboard

and all w ndows arewood framed with wood sash.

The Sanderson House and Munroe Tavern arewithin Lexington's local district known
as theMnroe Tavern Historic District, which was establishedunder special act of
the state legislature i n 1956.

#8:

After thewar, i n which both Sanderson and Munroe di dlater service, both nmen returned
to their previous occupations, one t ohis carpentry, theother tohis inn-keeping.

In 1789 George Washington at ebut did not sleep at t he Tavern. W I IiamMinroe kept

the Tavern until 1815 when hi s son Jonas becane innkeeper. The Munroe Tavern thus
becane one of t he dozen taverns that flourished i nLexington i ntheearly 19th century,
servicing thedrivers coming down from Vernmont, New Hanmpshire and Canada on their way
to theBrighton markets. Jonas Miunroe, famous for his hospitality, kept the old
Tavern open until 1848. | twas thelast public house i nLexington t oclose after t he
opening of therailroad lines tothenorth i ntheearly 1840's conpletely changedt he
patterns of travel.

From 1848 until 1911, when i t was acquired by t he Lexington Historical Society from
Janes S Minroe, theTavern remained i nthe hands of theMmroe famly. The Histor-
ical Society has maintained theTavern as a house nmuseumopen t ot hepublic from April
to COctober.

Sanmuel Sanderson, after theRevolution, continued tobuild coffins i1 nhis house next
to theTavern until theend of theeighteenth century when thefamly noved t o Lancas-
ter, Mass. Samuel died there i n1802 and his wife returned t o Lexington where she
lived t obe 104 years ol d, sharp-tongued and Scots totheend. A daguerrotype of
Mol Iy Miunroe Sanderson hangs i nt heMnroe Tavern.

continued
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After the Sandersons left, thehouse was briefly occupied by a wheelwright naned
Downi ng who left for Concord, New Hanpshire c. 1820 and founded t he famus Concord
Stage Coach Co. Since then t he Sanderson House has been i nprivate hands until i t
was acquired by t heLexington Mnute Men, Inc., a private, non-profit organization
which claims a continuous existence fromtheeighteenth century conpany of Mnute
Men.  The house i snow open t ot hepublic as a nmuseumof t he Revol utionary period
specializing i nmlitary artifacts.
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