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Located at 125 East Fifth Street in Salida, the Garret and Julia Gray Cottage is a 
single detached structure, basically rectangular in shape, two storeys builti of 
wooden clapboard construction. The roof, metal painted black, is cross high gable. 
The eyes are cornice boxed, frieze with consoles. There are delicate wood carvings 
at the points of the gables and at the top of the dormer windows. The four decorated 
dormers are gabled with overhung roof and consoles. Below and above the main double- 
hung windows are recessed panels and entablature, both inside and outside. The main 
entrance (architrave type) is recessed and paneled with decorated lintel and flush 
light (leaded glass). The double leaf door is double two panel with molding rail. 
At the entrance are oversized inverted pineapples worked from wood hanging from ornate 
gingerbread carvings. The first story porch has piers and ornate railings, and across 
the front facade are three belvederes.

The interior of the house has two floors and a partial basement. The living room 
(44 by 12% feet) has eleven-foot ornate plaster molded ceilings with three large 
crystal and silver chandeliers and massive folding glass doors. A fireplace was 
added in 1924. Also on the first floor is a large dining room and entry hall, both 
with crystal chandeliers, and a bath and kitchen. An open, ornate walnut stairway 
leads to four bedrooms and bath opening into a central hall on the second floor. 
All light fixtures, hardware, interior shutters and woodwork are original. Some 
furnishings are original, some other acquired from old houses in Salida. The present 
owners have used,as much as possible, furniture and decorations from the period in 
which the house was built.

At the rear of the property is a guest house, originally a carriage house or garage 
of brick construction.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Garret & Julia Gray Cottage is significant for its association with the Grays, who 
were early settlers in Salida; for its association with Louis W. Craig, an important 
local businessman; and for its architectural features, a fine local representation of 
the cottage style of Victorian architecture.

Garret R. & Julia Gray were among the first people to settle in Salida, having been 
residents of the valley even before the town was incorporated. Gray had served as post' 
master of the town of Helena, a small community in northern Chaffee County, shortly be 
fore they moved to Salida, where they opened the first hotel in town, the New York 
House. Gray was also active in the mining industry at this time. As a partner of 
George L. Smith, he owned a share in what was then called the Smith and Gray Mine, but 
which was later renamed the Madonna Mine, one of Colorado's great, but lesser known 
producers.

The Gray f s lived in the cottage but a short time, however, before selling it to Louis W. 
Craig, who lived in it for seventeen years. Craig and his brother came to Salida in 
1881, where they opened a dry goods store, owned the local opera house, and started 
a banking business, known first as the Continental Divide Bank, then later as the First 
National Bank of Salida. He was also instrumental in bringing the Ohio & Colorado 
Smelting Company to Salida in the late nineteenth century.

From an architectural perspective, the Gray Cottage is one of the finest examples of 
Victorian architecture in Salida. The main entrance is truly unique, and the building 
has changed little over the passage of time.
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