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Situated in Kentucky's eastern extreme, Floyd County was formed in 1799 
and presently encompasses a total of 399 square miles. The Levisa Fork of 
the Big Sandy River flows through Prestonsburg, the county seat.

The Samuel May House is a two-story, five-bay, brick structure, located 
on the northern edge of Prestonsburg. Constructed in 1817, opposite the mouth 
of Abbott Creek, it is the only Federal brick house in the county.

The main block of the house is a single-pile, central passage plan, with 
partially exterior end chimneys. The off-center, one-story ell is original 
and has a central chimney. Flemish bond brickwork, with jack arches over the 
openings, was employed throughout. The windows have six-over-nine panes. A 
second story central door suggests the original porch was one-story, possibly one- 
bay wide. The main door surround is simple with segmented transom and side­ 
lights (see photos 1-5).

As there are no natural or.man-made boundaries, an imaginary boundary 
;.was drawn to preserve the visual integrity of the site.

The site was identified by Kentucky Heritage Commission survey staff 
Ken Gibbs and Lee Walker during their comprehensive survey of the county 
completed in 1979.
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The Samuel May House, located near Prestonsburg, is significant as being 
the residence of one of Floyd County's most prominent politicians. Constructed 
in 1817, it is the earliest brick house in Floyd County, and one of few brick 
houses in the Big Sandy Valley dating to the early 19th century.

Samuel May (1783-1851) was born in Virginia, the second child of John 
and Sarah Phillips May. He emigrated to Floyd County and married Cathrine 
Evans in 1808. Between 1817 and 1821, May acquired a total of 350 acres of 
land along the east and west bank of the Levisa Fork. He also operated a 
mill at the mouth of Abbott Creek, and was a well-known contractor in the 
area. Using bricks kilned on the farm, Samuel May built this house in 1817 
and lived here until 1842.

Samuel May was a well-known political figure in eastern Kentucky, serving 
as state representative from Floyd County from 1832 to 1834. He was also 
elected state senator from Floyd in 1835 and held that office for four 
years.

Because of his inability to pay off the mortgage, Samuel May sold 
his house to his brother Thomas May in 1842. Several years later he 
went to the California goldfields to try to recoup his fortunes. He 
died in Placerville in 1851.

The Samuel May House is the single remaining example in Floyd County 
of the Federal style in a brick structure. Key stylistic elements include 
the Flemish bond brickwork with Jaek archea over the openings, the simple main 
entrance with transom and sidelights, and the emphasis on the simplicity of 
the overall form.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The boundary lines form a square with each side approximately 300 f in 
length, and the house in the center. The southeastern side is formed by
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