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The Crow House, located just outside Star City, was built c. 1874 by J. B.
Crow. Originally a two-room dog-trot, the house now has an ell-shaped
addition onto the west (rear) elevation. The house is covered with clapboard.
A touch of refinement was attempted by the addition of sidelites onto the
dog-trot opening and the classically-inspired half-returns on the gakles.

The facade of the building, which faces east, is symmetrical. The open
breezeway is centralized with one window on each side. The window on the
left (southeast) is an old window, but is not one of the originals. It is

a four-pane, doukle-hung sash window. The other window on the facade, just
recently replaced, is a nine-pane, double-hung sash, similar to the original
ones. The two windows on the south end of the main section are the only
original windows left in the house. They are nine-pane, double-hung sash
windows with wooden nails.

The small veranda which covers the doorway, but not the windows, is not
original. The original porch prokably extended the length of the facade
and the roof formed a shed-top covering over it.

Corrugated tin covers the gabled roof. An outside, end brick chimney on
the north elevation rises above the roofline. Corbelling on the chimney
still remains. An identical chimney once stood on the south elevation, but
it has been removed. Two additional chimneys, both corbelled are located
on the ell.

The ell, added before 1900, has two large rooms. A wide veranda with extended
gable roofs runs the length of the south side of the addition. The south
elevation has two paneled doars, and the north elevation of the ell has two
windows, one very old and one recently replaced. :

An addition which was added to the south side of the ell has since been
removed. A door cut from the original north room of the dog-trot into the
now-removed section has been boarded-up.

The interior of the Crow House is simple, and it has not been modernized.

The walls of most of the rooms are exposed wood, and the floors are thick
boards, which were hand-fitted. The north room of the original dog-trot

has been sheetrocked and painted. New windows have been put in to replace
ones which were gone. Zlthough not original, the new ones have frames similar
to the originals. The fireplace mantel has been painted to match the walls.

Generally the house appears to be in rundown condition. The clapboard previously
was white, but it has not been painted since 1928, the year it became a rental
house. The house, both exterior and interior, is structurally sound however.

The owners, Mr. and Mrs. W. B. Crow, are in the process of restoring the house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Crow House, located approximately seven miles southeast of Star City, -
is one of the few remaining structures in Lincoln County which is represen-
tative of farm houses of the late nineteenth century. Though having a
rundown appearance, the house is still structurally sound.

The house was built by R. C. Crow c. 1874. Mr. Crow farmed the surrounding
land, as he and his family occupied the house. 1In 1928 the Crow family began
renting the house out. For over forty years the house remained rented, but
fcr the last five years it has been vacant.

Constructed c. 1874 of cypress, the building originally was a one-room-deep
dog-trot with open breezeway. Gables and outside-end chimneys were featured
on the side elevations. Ar attempt at refinement is reflected in the
classical details, the half-returns on the gables, the symmetry, and the
sidelites.

A symmetrical facade features the breezeway with windows on each side. A
narrow veranda that covers only the dog-trot is supported by slender posts.

The original veranda covered the entire facade. The gabled roof is covered
by tin. The house is on its original site and rests on ccncrete piers.

An ell-shaped wing to the west elevation has a gable-extension roof over
the veranda and contains two rooms. Two inside chimneys protrude up through
the medium-gabled roof which covers the ell.

The floor plan of the house is ell-shaped. The dog-trot section has one
room on each side of the open breezeway. Each of these rooms originally
had a fireplace, but the one to the south elevation has been removed, as
has the chimney. The fireplace in the other room still remains. It has
been painted to match the walls. None of the other walls are painted or
papered. Floors are also exposed wood.

The Crow House stands as an example of a farmhouse of the latter part of
the nineteenth century. Because Lincoln County was a rural county, farm-
houses predominated during this period. Architecturally simple, the house
has undergone several alterations, but it still retains its basic integrity.
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STATE ARKANISAS

Date Entered M 29 1976
Name Location
Calf Creek Site Silver Hill vicinity
Searcy County
\
? Crow House Star City vicinity
f i Lincoln County
\ //
Also Notified
Hon. John L. McClellan State Historic Preservation Officer
Hon. Dale Bumpers 4 Ms. Anne Bartley
Hon, John I'. Lammerschmidt Acting Director
Hon., Ray Thoruton Department of Natural and
Regional Director, Southwest Cultural Ueritage
Region The 01d State House

300 West Markham
Q\ff/ MMott/row 7/7/76 Little Rock, Arkansas 72201

INT: 2950=78%
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Dr. William Murtagh NATIONAL
Keeper of the National Register REGISTER
National Park Service

Department of the Interior . o
Washington, D. C. 20240 S it

Re: Crow House, Star City
Lincoln County, Arkansas
—_—

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

Enclosed is a continuation sheet for the Crow House in Star City,
Arkansas, which reflects an addition to the ownership of the
property. Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Crow will remain listed as owners
of the property.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

A ioZon A

F—_‘___,_Ann‘é‘ﬁ'a'fEley

State Historic Preservation Officer

AB:cm

Enclosure

A DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ARKANSAS NATURAL & CULTURAL HERITAGE
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