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Rectangular in plan, the Jump River Town Hall is a small, plain,
long wooden structure containing a single hall and two small offices.
The front (north) and rear (south) facades of the building are
trapezoidal with battered ends, and they rise above the roof peak.
The roof, included within these end walls, is a simple, long gable.
On either side of the building, under the roef's eaves, are bands
of double-hung sash windows which run the length of the building.

All exterior vertical surfaces are covered with herizontal
board-and-batten siding which has been stained a dark green color.
The roof now is covered with green asphalt shingling.

Entry to the building is gained from the front through a

small covered porch raised three steps above grade. The poerch

is covered with a small gable roof projecting from the trapezoidal
end wall of the building and resting, originally, on a single,
central pier., The central pier rises from a low, rectangular,
free-standing wall parallel to the main elevation and including
the small porch and its steps. Later additions were the two four-
by-four wooden posts which flank the central pier to stabilize

the porch roof.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Jump River Town Hall was designed by the major Prairie
School architectural firm of (William Gray) Purcell and (George
Grant) Elmslie and built in 1915. An exceedingly humble and un-
pretentious building, it was the first of only two Purcell and
Elmslie commissions for small public buildings (the other being
the 1917 Municipal Building at Kasson, Minnesota.)l Of the two,
the Jump River building is, by far, the more modest, barely
equalling an ordinary one-room school in its dimensions.

The building receives its architectural significance from
having been designed by one of the most impertant Prairie School
firms which practiced in the United States. 1In spite of its
humble proportions, it must be given a statewide level of sig-
nificance since it is one of only seven buildings by this firm
remaining im Wisconsin. Perhaps its greatest significance lies
in its historical embodiment of the progressive idea, well-known
to Prairie School architects, that serious architectural design
innovation can be applied to even the least-grand commissions.
Here, the noted talents of Purcell and Elmslie were applied to
a building of penultimate diminutiveness — virtually a one-
room structure.

Today, the building stands, less normal wear-and-tear, much
as it was originally. Next to nothing has been altered, and all
that would be needed to put the building back in shape would be
some repair and maintenance work. Its relative isolation in a
remote and somewhat impecunious area of the state have left it
unchanged albeit in need of attention.

1 Gebhard's dissertation, page 239.




Gebhard, David. "A Guide to the Architecture of Purcell and Elmslie."
Prairie School Review, Vol. II, No. 1. (Park Forest, Ill.: Prairie

School Press, 1965.) Page 22.

Gebhard, David., "William Gray Purcell and George Grant Elmslie and the
Early Progressive Movement in American Architecture from 1900 to
1920." (Unpublished PhD Dissertation, University of Minnesota,
1957.) Pages 239-240.
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