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Original Physical Appearance:

In keeping with the cultural traditions and accepted aesthetic values
of the builder, the original 1838 house was two full stories in height;
two rooms in length, divided by a central hallway; and one room deep.

End chimeys were present on either side of the house and the front porch
was covered by an overhanging roof. The wood frame structure rests on

a brick and stone foundation and there is a root cellar located under-
neath the west side of the house. In addition to the main house there
were probably a number of associated outbuildings for agricultural and
domestic tasks. In the immediate vicinity of the house, outbuildings
would include a detached kitchen, well house, smoke house, and possibly

a woodshed. Further away from the house there were probably barns for
the animals and farm equipment, storage facilities for crops and seed,
and the ever present outhouse. These buildings were probably constructed
of wood, usually rough-cut logs, and have not survived to the present.
Traces of the foundation should be preserved and they could be relocated
through archeological excavation. The few ruined outbuildings that sur-
vive on the property today date from the late 19th or the 20th century.

Present Physical Appearance:

Since the original two over two unit was built, the house has under-
gone a number of periodic modifications but it has not been remodeled or
altered to any appreciable degree. The basic integrity of the original
structure has been maintained. The modifications have taken the form
of appendages that were added to the house one at a time as the family
grew in size or as the need arose. The earliest addition consisted of
a two room appendage added to the rear of the house. These rooms were
directly comnected to the house and formed an integral part of it. With
the exception of the small room added to the right front of the house
and connected to it by an extension of the front porch, all of the re-
maining rooms were added to the right rear of the house. The construc-
tion dates for the additions become progressively later in time. Judging
from the interior decor, the last room was built or modified during the
early part of this century.

Structurally, the house is still sound. The present owner, Mr. David
Sullivan, a descendant of the original settler, is in the process of
painting and repairing the house. The house is used by the Sullivans
as a weekend retreat.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Sullivan House typifies the first post-pioneer permanent settle-
ment in the lower Carolina Piedmont. It reflects the origin, diffusion,
and economic attainment of the folk settlers of the Carolina Piedmont
during the first half of the 19th century. Folk housing reflects cultural
heritage and origins in the same manner as speech, food preferences, and
the material cultural inventory.

In South Carolina the change in folk house types can be seen on the
older highways between Charleston and Greenville. In the Low Country the
older folk houses are two room single story structures of the Tidewater
type. Proceeding on to the Piedmont the folk house type changes to a
two story structure, two rooms in length, and one room deep with gables
to each side. This is usually a rural dwelling and is referred to by
geographers as the '"I'" house. The "I'" house, as typified by the Sullivan
House, had its origin in the Middle Atlantic area, notably southern Penn-
sylvania, and was one of the traits that the settlers carried with them
over a wide area. The distribution of the "I" house is very consistent
extending south from Pennsylvania along the east flank of the mountain to
the Mississippi River. This distribution reflects the migration routes
of the Scotch-Irish settlers, and is commonly referred to as Upland South.
Other routes of diffusion extend west across southern Indiana, Illinois,
and Iowa and along the west side of the mountains into Tennessee and Ken-
tucky. While several variations of the '"I' house exist, their distribu-
tion is remarkably uniform over the entire area. In the Southern move-
ment the "I" became symbolic of economic attainment by agriculturalists
and remained so associated throughout the Upland South and its peripheral
extensions (Kniffen 1965: 555).

Throughout the Piedmont, indigenous methods of folk construction
are rapidly being replaced by low cost slab construction or equally re-
pugnant mobile homes. The older "I'" houses are rapidly deteriorating as
the new generation no longer finds the old homes culturally desirable.

The dominance of contemporary fashion, which was responsible for the ready
acceptance and wide-spread distribution of the "I" house, is having an
adverse effect on the old homes.
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