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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Bel cher House as i t stands today exhibits from an easterly perspective a
structure of First Period character. Later prosperity of it sowers has brought
about additions tothe house resultingi nanirregularrooflineof garabrel additions.

The east elevation of the house, which fronts on A dI”stic Street, i sconposed

of five bays with the w ndows paired on either side of the central doorway.

The roof, gently sagging after several centuries, i stopped by a large central
chimey. The entrance was altered i nthe 18thcentury with nol ded surround

and conplete entablature. The transom has four bull's eyelights, two of which
are replacenents of earlier glass. Capboards cover the frane except onthenorth
facade where there areshingles. The house i spainted deep red, characteristic

of theearth pignents popular during the eighteenth century. \indows andtrimare
white. Anintegral lean-to falls fromeast towest, fully visible only on the
north -side because of theinterruptions of later additions on the southand

west el evations. Evidence of the slope of thelean-to can be seen onthe interior
in theceiling of theupstairs hallway.

The First Period plan of the house i sclearlyvisible, butlater additions have
changed the main entrance t ot he south side. The original east entrance now
opens into a hallviay fromwhich theearly box stairway has been renoved. n
either side arethetypical parlor and hall which serve today, as a parlor and
dining room Exposed sunmer beans and intersecting comer posts andgirts are
also First Period remnders as arethew de painted pine floor planks which
survive i ntheupstairs chanbers. The plastered ceiling covering thejoists
indicates a nove toward the nore formal aspects of eighteenth century houses.

The fireplacei ntheoriginal kitchen still retains much of i tsearly 18th century
character, anditssquare oventotheleft attests toitsearly function. The
later 18t hcentury kitchen, i nwhat was once the lean-to portion of t he house,

is nowthe nain entrance hall. The hall i sentered through a door on the south
side, andlater additions of asitting roomandthe present kitchen adjoin it.

The fireplacewall of thesitting roomi s adorned with a 17thcentury mantel and
paneling which were installed i nthe house around 1945. They had been renoved
fromthenearby Pierce House on Hutchinson Road which was denolished for further
devel opnent of t he area.

A stairway |eads fromthe south entrance hall t othe second floor where one finds
the twooriginal 18thcentury chanbers i na state of suririval simlar tothefirst

floor. Two other roons which arepart of theganbrel additions nake up the
second floor.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Bel cher House i s t heol dest house i n Arlington, Massachusetts, and stands on

a historic tract of land which was once known as Sguaw Sachems Farm The present
house was built c”™ 1706 and the surrounding | and continued t obe farnmed until t he
turn of this century. As a suburban residential community grew up around the house
its acreage dw ndl ed and now the building stands on a six-tenths of an acre |ot.
The various owners of the farmplayed promnent roles i nthe devel opnent of
Arlington and t he house and | and aresignificant i nthetow's history.

The vast tract of |and which Squaw Sachem t he w dow of the forner chief of the
Pav/tucket Indians, owned was north of the Charles River i nwhat i s now {Mddl esex
County, stretching from Charlestown on Massachusetts Bay t obeyond Concord,

Ny 1638 Sguaw Sachem had conveyed nmost of her holdings t ot he English settlers of
Charlestovnri and Canbridge, reserving for herself her homestead of about 500 acres
west of the "ystic Ponds. 1 nl639 she deeded her farmt o Jotham G bbons, son of
Captain EdVarxi QG bbons of Charlestown, stipulating that her tribe be allowedt o
hunt, fish and plant on the land until her death.

Early histories of New England indicate that Edward G bbons, who arrived from:
England i n 1629, was a nan of sone distinction. A successful merchant, he
represented Charlestown i nthe General Court inl635 and 1636 and served as ¢ '
maj or-general of thecolony's mlitia froml649 tol651. Hi sson Jothamv,as a
mariner and had business interest i nBoston and Bernuda. After his early death

in 1658, Jotham s daughter Love inherited the farm Love lived i n Boston with her
first husband Wlliam Prout, and following his death she married the Reverend

John Fowl e of Bernuda. I/hen she died in |70 Love's 480 acre farm was divided
anong her eight children. A nap of 1706 showing thedivision of the | and indicates
that a house stood on one of the parcels inherited by Love's only surviving son,
John Fowl e. This house i s believedtobe the oldest section of the Bel cher house.
According tostructural evidence it could have been built as early as [ 700 but there i s
no docunmentation t osupport this.

John Fowl e sold his parcels in 170/ t oDani el Reed, yeonan, of V@bum The property i n
turn was passed onin 1738t oDaniel's son Seth who also farmed t he | and and served

as a Prudential Conmtteenan and Precinct Assessor. | nl775the Reed farmentered

the hands of the Wraan famly, related tothe Reeds onthe maternal side, and who,
with their descendants occupied the house for over a century. The Wnans were

diligent farnmers and were active i npublic serviceinthearea. Seth Wnan, the
second \lymen to hold t heland, served as Prudential Conmttee-man, Precinct Treasurer e
and Precinct Assessor. He was also a Charlestown Sel ectman and Conmttee-nan, and

in 18 and 1806 he represented Charlestown i ntheHouse of the State Governnent.
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Seth's daughter Ruth and her husband Luke Wnan |ived onthe estate for nuch of
their lives. A descendant of several generations of farmers, Luke Vynan was soon
an active participant i nArlington's grow ng market-gardening industry.

In 1911 nenbers of the Hutchinson fam |y who were descendants of the Wnans sold
the land t oJennie S White. Bythis time the house which stood onthe once ex-
tensive farmwas surrounded by only eight andseven tenths acres. Wen the house
was sold t oDonald and Kat herine Bel cher i n 1924, thel ot hadbeen shaved t o

six tenths of anacre.

The Bel cher House has wi t nessed nany changes i nthe area surroundingit. Today,
standing i nthe twentieth century Colonial Revival nei ghborhood which grewup as
Arlington developed into aresidential comunity, theBelcher House renmains as

a remnder of a nuch nore distant past.
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