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O N A M E 
HISTORIC Fowle-Reed-V.'yraan House U - "^-^ t""--

AND/OR COMMON 

Belcher House ( p r e f e r r e d ) / j r w - ' v - w ^ 

O LOCATION 
STREET&NUMBER . ' 

64 Old I ' t^stic S t r e e t —NOT FOR PUBLICATION 
CITY, TOWN 

A r l i n g t o n — VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

8 t h 
STATE CODE 

Massachusetts 025 
COUNTY 

Middlesex 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
—DISTRICT 

X-BUILDING(S) 

—STRUCTURE 

—SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 
—PUBLIC 

Z_PRIVATE .. 1 • • '•• 

—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACOUISITION 
—IN PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED i 

STATUS 
.^OCCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
—YES: RESTRICTED 

YES: UNRESTRICTED 
^ . . A NO 

PRESENT USE 
—AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

—COMMERCIAL —PARK 

v 
—EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS 

—GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 

—INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION 

—MILITARY —OTHER: 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME Katherine E. Belcher 

STREET & NUMBER 

64 Old r-^stic s t ree t 
CITY, TOWN 

Arl ing ton VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Massachusetts 02174 

[LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

REGISTRY ÔF'DEEDS,ETC. Middlesex County Registry of Deeds 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 
East Cambridge 

STATE 

Massachusetts 

[REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
Inventory of the Historic Assets of the Commonwealth 

DATE 

1974 —FEDERAL X_STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Gomraission 
CITY. TOWN 

Boston Ma s s a c hû s e¥t s 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

jfiEXCELLENT 

—GOOD 

—FAIR 

—DETERIORATED 

—RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

—UNALTERED 

^ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

-ORIGINAL SITE 

-MOVED DATE-

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Belcher House as i t stands today exhibits from an easterly perspective a 
structure of First Period character. Later prosperity of i t s owners has brought 
about additions to the house resulting i n an irregular roofline of garabrel additions. 

The east elevation of the house, which fronts on Old I^st i c Street, is composed 
of five bays with the windows paired on either side of the central doorway. 
The roof, gently sagging after several centuries, is topped by a large central 
chimney. The entrance was altered i n the 18th century with molded surround 
and complete entablature. The transom has four bull's eye l i g h t s , two of which 
are replacements of earlier glass. Clapboards cover the frame except on the north 
facade where there are shingles. The house i s painted deep red, characteristic 
of the earth pigments popular during the eighteenth century. VJindows and trim are 
white. An integral lean-to f a l l s from east to west, f u l l y visible only on the 
north -side because of the interruptions of later additions on the south and 
west elevations. Evidence of the slope of the lean-to can be seen on the interior 
i n the ceiling of the upstairs hallway. 

The First Period plan of the house is clearly visible, but later additions have 
changed the main entrance to the south side. The original east entrance now 
opens into a hallv/ay from which the early box stairway has been removed. On 
either side are the typical parlor and hall which serve today, as a parlor and 
dining room. Exposed summer beams and intersecting comer posts and girts are 
also First Period reminders as are the wide painted pine floor planks which 
survive i n the upstairs chambers. The plastered ceiling covering the joists 
indicates a move toward the more formal aspects of eighteenth century houses. 

The fireplace i n the original kitchen s t i l l retains much of i t s early 18th century 
character, and i t s square oven to the l e f t attests to i t s early function. The 
later 18th century kitchen, i n what was once the lean-to portion of the house, 
is now the main entrance h a l l . The ha l l i s entered through a door on the south 
side, and later additions of a s i t t i n g room and the present kitchen adjoin i t . 
The fireplace wall of the s i t t i n g room is adorned with a 17th century mantel and 
paneling which were installed i n the house around 1945. They had been removed 
from the nearby Pierce House on Hutchinson Road which was demolished for further 
development of the area. 

A stairway leads from the south entrance hal l to the second floor where one finds 
the two original 18th century chambers i n a state of suririval similar to the f i r s t 
floor. Two other rooms which are part of the gambrel additions make up the 
second floor. 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD . 

—PREHISTORIC 

— 1400-1499 

—1500-1599 

X - l 600-1699 

X_1 700-1 799 

X.1800-1899 

— 1900-

ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

I-ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

XAGRICULTURE 

XARCHITECTURE 

—ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE 
—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

-PHILOSOPHY 

-POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

-RELIGION 

-SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE -

-SOCIAiynUMANITARIAN 

-THEATER 

-TRANSPORTATION 

-OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 1706 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Belcher House i s the oldest house i n Arlington, Massachusetts, and stands on 
a historic tract of land which was once known as Squaw Sachem's Farm. The present 
house was b u i l t c^ I7O6 and the surrounding land continued to be farmed u n t i l the 
turn of this century. As a suburban residential community grew up around the house 
i t s acreage dwindled and now the building stands on a six-tenths of an acre l o t . 
The various owners of the farm played prominent roles i n the development of 
Arlington and the house and land are significant i n the town's history. 

The vast tract of land which Squaw Sachem, the widow of the former chief of the 
Pav/tucket Indians, owned was north of the Charles River i n what is now {Middlesex 
County, stretching from Charlestown on Massachusetts Bay to beyond Concord, 
^y 1638 Squaw Sachem had conveyed most of her holdings to the English settlers of 
Charlestovnri and Cambridge, reserving for herself her homestead of about 500 acres 
west of the ^tystic Ponds. In I639 she deeded her farm to Jotham Gibbons, son of 
Captain EdVarxi Gibbons of Charlestown, stipulating that her tribe be allowed to 
hunt, fish and plant on the land u n t i l her death. 

Early histories of New England indicate that Edward Gibbons, who arrived from : 
England i n I629, was a man of some distinction. A successful merchant, he 
represented Charlestown i n the General Court i n I635 and I636 and served as • ' 
major-general of the colony's m i l i t i a from I649 to I651. His son Jotham v;as a 
mariner and had business interest i n Boston and Bermuda. After his early death 
in 1658, Jotham's daughter Love inherited the farm. Love lived i n Boston with her 
f i r s t husband William Prout, and following his death she married the Reverend 
John Fowle of Bermuda. I/hen she died i n I7OI Love's 48O acre farm was divided 
among her eight children. A map of I706 showing the division of the land indicates 
that a house stood on one of the parcels inherited by Love's only surviving son, 
John Fowle. This house i s believed to be the oldest section of the Belcher house. 
According to structural evidence i t could have been b u i l t as early as I7OI but there is 
no documentation to support t h i s . 

John Fowle sold his parcels i n 17O7 to Daniel Reed, yeoman, of Wobum. The property in 
turn was passed on i n 1738 to Daniel's son Seth who also farmed the land and served 
as a Prudential Committeeman and Precinct Assessor. In 1775 the Reed farm entered 
the hands of the Wyraan family, related to the Reeds on the maternal side, and who, 
with their descendants occupied the house for over a century. The Wymans were 
diligent farmers and were active i n public service i n the area. Seth Wyman, the 
second \lyman to hold the land, served as Prudential Committee-man, Precinct Treasurer • 
and Precinct Assessor. He was also a Charlestown Selectman and Committee-man, and 
in I8O5 and I8O6 he represented Charlestown i n the House of the State Government. 
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Seth's daughter Ruth and her husband Luke Wyman lived on the estate for much of 
their lives. A descendant of several generations of farmers, Luke V/yman was soon 
an active participant i n Arlington's growing market-gardening industry. 

In 1911 members of the Hutchinson family who were descendants of the Wymans sold 
the land to Jennie S. White. By this time the house which stood on the once ex­
tensive farm was surrounded by only eight and seven tenths acres. When the house 
was sold to Donald and Katherine Belcher i n 1924, the l o t had been shaved to 
six tenths of an acre. 

The Belcher House has witnessed many changes i n the area surrounding i t . Today, 
standing i n the twentieth century Colonial Revival neighborhood which grew up as 
Arlington developed into a residential community, the Belcher House remains as 
a reminder of a much more distant past. 
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NAME AS IT APPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER: Fowle-Resd-Wyman House 

OTHER KWES: Belcher House ^ y»X<_ . 

L O C A T I O N : 

STREET t l NUMBEH O l d M y s t i c S t ^ f ^e t 

DATE 
Revlcwe 

NR 

:r nliTiAi^j ^ \ U r f r f ^ 

DOE A p r i l ' 1 4 , 1975 

OTY. TOWN 

$TATt 

Arl ing ton 

"Massachusetts 
VICINITY OF 

CONGRESiiONAL DISTRICT g t h 

COUNTY H i d d l e s e F ' ' ^ 017 

OWNER OF PROPERTY: (Circle) PRIVATE.' STATE LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL COUNTY OTHER 

ADMINISTRATOR(underline) FEDERAL (AGENCY NAtlE) : (/ ^ • 

NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) /^N.ATLANT MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDWEST 

SOOTHVffiST ROCKY MOUNTAIN VffiST PACIFIC NORTfUVEST 

F E A T U R E S : INgiE RIOR TE2I0R 

Substantially intact-1 
unknown - A 

_ not applicable - 7 

_4<'"Stanti a l l y intact-2 
unknown -5 

_ n o t a p p l i c a b l e - 8 

y iv iRONS 

Substantially intact-3 
_unknown -6 
Kct applicable-9 

— I n t e r i o r , exterior, •̂ •̂'•̂ 7ps not fnta^y=0 

CONDITION-

ACCESS-

—EXCELLENT 

—GOOD 

_ f A l R 

Yes-restricted 

—DETERIORATED 

_ R O I N S 

—UNEXPOSED 

_Unexcavat<?<^ 

Yes-ur.restricted 

— U N A J J t f l E D 

bjCLTERED 

-Reconstructed 
-Excavated 

C-ORiGINALSITE 

—MOVED 

—Unknown 

historic d i s t r i c t YES 

Unknown 

WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? 
IF YES, NAME: 

YES 0 
WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK? 

I F YES, NAME: 
YES 

ADAPTIVE U S E ; YES Saved ? YES tlO 

F U N C T I O N ( S ) : (use " t o c a b u l a r y w o r d s ) . , , i ^ f 

then- ir/iMrrdtV tA^KdjUKj^UL^ 

now-

S I G N I F I C A N C E : 

tOLOOV-PREHISTORIC 

(p^rfRJHtCLOGY-HlSTORIC — ' 

L ^ ^ ^ i l C U L T U R E — 3 

fe5>RCHITECTURE — ^ 

—ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

a. 

Claims 
f irs t YES 

— CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION 

INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

NO 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION 

— L A W / G o v ' t / p o l l t i c S —SCIENCE 

—UTERATURE 

—MILITARY -SOCIAL /HUMANITARIAN 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION 

-POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY! 

entertainment 
_h e a l t h 

recreation 
settlement 
socio/cultural 
urban & commun 

planning 

''oldest'-' YES) NO **only'_' YES NO 
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ETHNIC G R O U P : ' 
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appropriate date) ' » ' 
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institutional 

D A T E S I DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century): 

DATE(S) OF "I-IAJOR" ALTERATIONS: j^^^"^^" 

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S)i 

S O U R C E . (Qp NOMINATION) PRIVATE ^^^^^^^ LOCAL G0V"T MUNICIPAL COUNTY 
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