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o DESCR!BE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

“lof the’ sheep mountains of 'southern Nevada. The major plant community of -

the area is. the plnyon-Junlper tree type. The maJor geologic formation:

|of the area is limestone with a bed of shale running through it. This bed
{of shale coilects the ground water that percciates through the Ixmestone.

la sprnng.,

"The two maJor |tems of nnterest in. the proposed s:te are the Mormon we117’

'¥fSprsng and the Mormon Well corral. The spring has been developed over -

~ |the years until now it has burted underground storage tanks .and drnnk:ng
'——troughs t'or ‘use of the wnldlee in the area.f :

juniper tree- posts one agaunst,ancther -and 'Meav&ng” ‘them together withi
lold style barbed wire, The actual date of construction is unknown, There
~|is also a loadlng chute that was: used sn,conjunctlon thh thls structure.,
. |The corral is not used today.,r : , :

:Z?The Mormon Well Sprnng area is- located at 6400 feet elevatlon on the slopes

A fault in the shale bed allows the water to seep to the. surFace - Formung

'The Mormon Well corral is an o]d curcular structure constructed by standlng B
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" The Mo&mon Well Spring site had been used by the Pal Indians, a nomaduc

tribe of southern Nevada, for centuries befoye whlte explorers came into
the region.. The use of this site was seagonal, ~ In the fall the Palutes
came to the area to collect pine nuts and thunt bighorn sheep. They
probably used the spring site as a base camp. Lvttle is. knowh about the
use of the site by pre-Columean cultures.

“The sprlng is the only rellable water source for the- surroundrng vncnnlty
of the Desert National Wildlife Range. Therefore the area was used by :
‘the early. travelgrs and prospectors during the late 1866's and early 1900's

A Mr. John Thopés was the first white man to claim the. spring's water for

“a sawmill, but this proJect was abandoned before any development ‘was
done on the sprlng.r = ,

1Beg|nn|ng in theearly 1900'5 Mr. Joe Per@%fe, who then owned the Pickett - |
-Ranch ‘in what is_ now part of the-Moapa Indian Reservation, bought the
water rights for the spring from Mr. Thomas and began grazing cattle
~and horses in the Mormon. Well area, The cattle had to be moved often

~ as the forage was scarce, but the horses did well and many horses were

raised there, Over the years the spring was deve loped to. provide more
- water for the Tivestock and. the corral was constructed but 1;ttle was

1 garned by the efforts.

“1n 1936 the area became part of the Desert Game Range and grazrng was,

~ allowed but controlled by the U, S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the

 Bureau of Land Management. In 1966 the area was changed to a Wildlife
‘Range under the sole Jurlsdtctlon of the Fish and Wildlife Service. :

At that time grazing was eliminated and the water became the—sole rlght
of the natlve wnldlnfe agaan.,,, s : S
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common: Mormon Well Corral

AND/OR HISTORIC:

ET BER:
Aporoximately 30 miles northeast of Corn Creek Station via Mormon Well Roadp
CITY OR TOWN:

las Veras
STATE: CODE |COUNTY: cobE
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SOURCE:

USGS Hayford Peak Quadrangdeé.
1:62,5Q0

ISCALE:

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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