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1. Name of Property

L Jerathmel| Bowers House
historic name.

other names/site number.

2. Location

street & number. 150 Wood Street _N[Zz3"at for publication

city or town Lowe 11 N/El vicinity
Massachusetts MA A Middlesex 017 . ~ 01851

state. code county code zip code

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this S nomination

« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
[XI meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

D nationally D statewide 13 locally. (D See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Sonalire of earitiig opficipritid eXydith h (3 . NYisDenouglBaife: ExeBhgeit'e Director
M pssachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer
Federd agency ad bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Parl< Service Certification tjd in tihfi

hereby certify that the property is: Signature of the Keeper national KedstiS«w d A*"
Bentered In the National Register.
O See continuation sheet.

D determined eligible for the
National Register
« See continuation sheet.
D detennined not eligible for the
National Register.
D removed from the National
Register.

n other, (explain:)
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5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
S private S vy.' m buildirlg(s)
e public-local  district
e public-State o site
e public-Federal e structure
e object

Name of reiated multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC single dwelling

AGRIQLTURE agricultural field/outhuilding

DEFENSE military facility

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Colonial/Postmedieval English

Narrative Description

Middlesex County, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 buildings
sites
structures
objects
1
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)
DOMESTIC: single dwelling

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)
s stone, brick
foundation .
clapboard
walls.
asphalt
roof. P
Other.

(Describe fhe historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark

"x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property

for National Register listing.)

S A

Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

» A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

* B removed from its original location.

» C a birthplace or grave.

» Da cemetery.

- E

- F

G

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
a commemorative property.

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Primary location of additional data:
H State Historic Preservation Office
» Other State agency

Previ

ous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

previously listed in the National Register
previously determined eligible by the National
Register

designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
# MASS-525, 1941

recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Middleses County, MA
County and Sate

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

AR ALTURE
ARCH TECTURE

Period of Significance
1673-1914

Significant Dates

1673,

ca. 1680,

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder

None

» Federal agency

1914

Q Local government
» University
» Other

Name of repository:

Massachusetts Historical

Lowel |

Hi storic

Board

Conmmi ssi on
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 3 acres

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 i 3106|8715 |4|7 |2]2|2|6|0]|
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

2UJLi i s 1L AL L1101l 5 o I 1\L

* See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
Explain why the bound rig/were selected on a continuation sheet.)

1. For mPrepar

Margo B. Webber, Preservation Consultant, Lowei i Historic Board with Betsy triedDerg,

nameltitle. National Register Director,

Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion December, 1993

organization date
street & number  8° Boylston Street telephone. (617) 727-8470
City or town Boston state. MA Zip code QAN

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or nhumerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

Mr. James Kearns

name.
150 Wood St t _ _
street & number. ree telephone 508-453-9007
. MA .
city or town Lowe 11 State zip code. 01851

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or detennine eligibility forlisting, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request Is required to obtain
a benefit In accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 efseq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden forthis form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form tothe Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Jerathmell Bowers House, built ca 1673, is the oldest known domedtic building in Lowell. The
unpretentious 1 1/2-gory, New England Colonial cottage is a five-bay timber frame structure sheethed
in clgpboard. It remains intact, with 17th, 19th, and 20th century additions that do not detract from its
architectura integrity. These include the northwest kitchen ell of late 17th or early 18th century date,
the late 19th century milking shed to the eest of the origina structure, the early 20th century sunroom
dong the building'swes 9de and an early 20th century eesward extenson of the milking shed.
Located a& 150 Wood Strest, the building dSts on the crest of a gentle knoll. Once surrounded by open
meadows and fieldson a dte that eventudly grew to upweards of 150 acres, the property is now
limited to a three-acre parcd whose wooded edges cregte a buffer from modem commercia and
multiple-unit residential complexes beyond. The property is in good condition and hes experienced
minimal exterior dterations to its historic gppearance.

Sited on the crest of a gentle rise, with a broad field in front of it, the Jerathmel Bowers House faces
south towards the intersection of Wood and Westford Streets, two busy commercia sreats. The house
dts within gx feet of Wood Street to the west but is raised up about ten feet from the winding road.
Across Wood Street is an area of modem gpartment and condominium complexes on land that was
formerly part of the Bowers farm. To the north and eedt of the housg its Ste is now largely wooded.
Immediately north of the house, the land falls sharply down awooded dope where a small stream,
Black Brook, still runs through the property. The eegterly edge of the ste, dso wooded, drops off to a
large manmade pond on a city-owned parcd to the esdt.

The landscape hes changed condderably dnce its earlier days because plantings and natural vegetation
have matured to full sze. Photogrgphs from the early 20th century show the house surrounded by
open fields, with just a few large trees dong the eest Sde of Wood Street and behind the house to the
north. Over the past decades, however, sSnce the area ceasad being farmed, naturd growth of
underbmsh  has produced a more wooded setting for the house. Although it did not gopear thisway
historically, the more recent wooded growth acts as a buffer to creste a certain mral country feeling
and to sa the house gpart from modern encroachments beyond its wooded bounds.

The Jerathmell Bowers House is afive-bay, 1 1/2-9ory frame smcture with severd smal additions.
It d9ts on a gone foundation and hes a broad pitched roof shegthed in agphdt shingles. A large centra
chimney with a Segpped top and raised flat cover dominates the design.

The south facade is of five bays, one gory in height, with the center entrance dightly off-center to the
eedt. The windows are two-over-two wood seeh with wooden dat shutters on only the outer Sde of
eech pair. The door is atwo-light/two-panel desgn of late 19thearly 20th century date. A raisd
wooden ramp with a wooden handrail extends from the entrance to the east edge of the facade. It was
added inthe 1980s A doped concrete bulkhead with metal doors is Stuated below the west bay,
added ca 1914.

(continued)
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Directly west of the main smcture and in the same plane as the facadeis a three bay, flat-roofed
sunroom addition of ca 1914 date. 1t ands on a fieldstone foundation, is dso sheathed in
cdapboards, and hes two-over-one wood ssah. Inthe west bay is an entrance with a four-light door.
Concrete ggps and a wooden handrail give aocoessto this entrance. The sunroom extends northward
ven bays, intersecting the reer ell & its south end. Closdy goecad two-over-two seeh are placed
above a dapboard bes=in all but the northemmost bay, which retains its original six-light panelled
door.

The building's et elevation is a Smple gabled end with two windows & the first sory and one
centered benegth the roofs pesk a the ssoond story. All three openings have two-over-two wood sash
and wooden da shutters.  The dapboard siding hes a vertical cornerboard a the southeest end and an
open return of the eave  Attached to this devation & its northerly end are a series of two atached
shadsthat extend eestward. The first is one dory in height, with a pitched roof and two large
openings with dde-hinged plank doors. This was used as a milking shed and gppears to date from the
mid 19th century. To its eedt is a andler one-dory addition of ca 1914 date with a flat roof that
dopes dightly down to the eedt. Its facade has one large opening which matching the one to its wed.
The surrounds of a window in the eest bay remain, but the opening itself has been heathed in
clapboard. The milking shed and addition are now ussd es a garage and dorage area

To the rear of the building's main mess and not visible from the dreet is a smal, one-gory, two-bay
addition with a pitched roof, which wregps around the building's northwest comer. 1t was mogt likely
built in two phases, the wes bay dating from ca 1700 as an endosure over the original well, and the
eed bay dating from ca 1914 when the house experienced a magjor interior modernization. This
addition hes a door in its eest devation and two windows in the north elevation. The eegterly window
hes two-over-two saeh, while the westerly opening and the two windows on the west eevation have
sx-over-nine-light sseh in keeping with their much earlier date. A tall narrow chimney with a
corbelled brick cgp extends out from the west elevation, marking the earliest kitchen sove location
insde.

The interior of the Jerathmel Bowers House hes a smple four-room plan that gppears to have evolved
from the traditional two-room-deep cottage plan. It is one of the earliet domedic plan types
characteridtic of the region. A large centrd chimney sack sgparates the ground floor into four rooms.
The primary entrance and daircase to the second floor are positioned directly in front of the chimney
dack. The two front rooms have fireplaces on their insgde walls and the northwest room retains
portions of the original hearth and baking ovens from its origina kitchen function.

Legend hes it that a ceiling hatch in the ca 1700 kitchen gave accessto a smdl attic goece over the
origina roof where early family members hid during Indian raids. Evidence of the building's early
roofing materias and methods as well as its later addition’'s congtruction methods can be ssan within
this goace The origind roof retains hand-split wooden shingles protected within the later gabled
addition a the northwest comer. The 17th century roofing members are hand-hewn, conssting of

(continued)
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common purlins, ridge piece and principal rafters. The rafters have been trenched rether than mortised
to acoept the purlins, and the ridge piece d<o is trenched. Accordingto architectura historian Abbott
Lowell Cummings, this phenomenon continues only through the 17th century. The gppeasrance of a
"proper ridge pole’ evolved in the 18th century.

In the ca 1914 addition, machine-milled wood is evident, including circular saw marks. The common
rafter constmction employed here, with laterd underboards and no ridge pole, is atechnique typical of
its early 20th century date.

The interior hes little decorative embdlishment, and its smcture is intact within its 19th and 20th
century finishes. The northwest room demondrates 17th century finishes in its Smple raised-pand
cupboards above the hearth. There are dightly jowled chimney pogts and wide hand-sawvn floorboards
and walboards. Hand-cut nails and the smple rail and gtile cdlar door dso subdantiate its colonial
origins.

The Bowers House hes been compared to other first period houses in eestern Massachusetts and
evauated within the context of the First Period Houses of Easlern Massachusetts Thematic Resource
Nomination (NR 1990). It gppears likely that its ca 1673 date is correct, but the extendve interior
changes that have concedled origina fabric make it impossible to confirm this positively. The three-
bay, four-room plan a0 gopears omewha larger than many known first-period smctures, which dso
cadts some doubt on the definitiveness of its exact date and/or earliest configuration.

It is possble that the Bowers House might have originally consged of only its west portion, with the
esd bay added within the next twenty years bassd on the smilarity of framing and constmction
methods now visible. Since the interior finishes have dmog entirely hidden the original Structure
except for afew pogs and beams one can only surmise whether the building was actualy congructed
in one or two phasss  Further reseerch would require remova of interior plagterwork to explore how
the eedt portion's framing is integrated with the central gairhal framing. Evidence of differencesin
member Sze, shgpe, or joinery on the two ddes of the centrd bay might confirm atwo-part
constmction.

The Bowers House is a straightforward, unpretentious example of one of Lowell's earliest houses
Over time, dterations have occurred, but the integrity of its 17th century origins remains intact. It isa
rare survivor of pre-indudtrial Lowell in a community where consderation of industrial deveopment
often overshadows our knowledge of Lowell's earlier agricultural society.

Archaeologica Description
While no prehistoric Stes are currently known on the property, it is possible that dtes are present.

First Period houses are often Stuated & locations exhibiting the same locations characteristics favored
by Native people in sdecting d9tes  These indude dose proximity to wetlands, preference for well

(continued)
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drained soils (especidly on south-facing dopes), low to moderate doping land surfaces, and protection
from prevailingwinds and gorms. The Bowers House dte is Stuated on the crest of a gentle, well
drained knoll with neerby wetlands to the west and a large man-made pond & the base of the knoll
exd of the ste. This Pond may have originally bean wetlands assodaed with atributary sream of
Black Brook which flows to the Merrimack River gpproximately one-haf mile north of the house ste.

Each of the above factors condtitute locationd criteriawhich are favorable for prehistoric dte
locations. One prehistoric dte is located in the generd area (within one mile) northwest of the
property on the east bank of Black Brook & its confluence with the Merrimack River. The property is
a0 located in an area which was reportedly deared by Native Americans prior to European
stlement.  The above factors combined with the Sze of the property (3 acres) indicates ahigh
potential for the recovery of prehistoric survivals.

There is ds0 a high potential for the recovery of significant historic archaeologica remains on the
Bowers House property. Additional documentary research, archaeological survey and testing can help
locate barns, outbuildings, privies, wells and trash aress associated agricultural beginnings of thefarm
and later residential use  Archaeological testing can d<0 locate and document builder's trenches and
other construction features associated with the original constmction of the house and later
modifications. Stmctural, artifact and festure type archaeologicd date may a0 survive reaed to the
operation of adidtillery a the dte, the only industrial type actively known to have operated & this
location.

(end)

8 SIGNIFICATION

The Jerathmell Bowers House, Lowell, retains integrity of location, design, materids, workmanship,
feeling, and association, and fulfils Criteria A and C of the National Register on the local level.

Under Criterion A, the Bowers House is significant for its role in the development of the agrarian
economy of Eagt Chelmsford from first settlement into the 19th and early 20th centuries, by which
time the area had become part of the newv community of Lowell. The houseis the earlies surviving in
Lowell. In addition, the property hes remained under continuous Bowers family ownership from its
constmction to the present day.

Under Criterion C, the property is a well-presarved example of a modes 17th-century farmhouse thet
hes undergone only minimal expanson and dterations over a period of more than 300 years. The
house ad its setting reflect the socid, economic and cultural pattems of the Bowers family as the
environment shifted from an agricultural to an industrial economy during its period of significance,
which gpans from 1673 to 1914.



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Appraral No. 1024-OOia
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Jerathmedl Bowers House

Section number n p~gg 2 Lowel (Middlesex County)
M assachusetts

Criterion A: Lowell was originaly apart of the village of Chemsford, setded in 1653 by a land grant
of the Generd Court, and a the outer fringe of English-mled territory. The promise of fertile
meedows bordering the Concord and Merrimack Rivers prompted Captain Edward Johnson, one of the
origina explorers of the Merrimack Valley, to entice some twenty persons from Woburn and
Cambridge, including the Rev. John Eliot, to brave the danger and isolation of such a remote outpost.
The principa town center was located only about three miles west of the Wamedt Indian villages.

Although founded in 1653 and incorporated in 1655, Chelmsford's growth was impeded by congtant
Indian assault: first in King Philip's War (1675-1678), then by a saries of gporadic atacks through
King Williams War (1689-1697), Quean Anne's War (1702-1713) and the French and Indian War
(1754-1763).

The native Wamesit tribe generdlly sded with the colonists or remained neutra but wes fearful of
atacks by the Mohawks. Chelmsford did experience two srious atacks in which severd buildings
were bumed. Life during this period focused on protection, church, and govemment.

According to early records, one new resdent by 1670 was Henry Bowtell, who moved his family from
Cambridge and in 1670 was granted aparcd of land. Hisfamily included a gepson, Jerathmell
Bowers, bom in Cambridge in 1650. In 1671, both Bowtell and Bowers were named inthe
Chemsford tax list, signifying that eech was now aland owner.

Bowers was married in 1673 and his first son, Jonathan, was born in the following yeer.

Chemsford functioned under a dosed field farming sysem, which strongly influenced the physical
devdlopment of the town. Asaland grant type of property division, each individual alocation of land
varied depending on owner datus and nead. It generdly meant afarm ranging from two to twenty
acres, with additiona acreege for crops granted some digance away. Lands were fenced individually
aong each owner's prescribed boundaries.  Inhabitants were inclined to goreed out into different aress
under the dosed field system and would not sse each other regularly except to conduct town
government and worship.

Early inthe 1670s, one such group of seven setders moved out to the northeest corner of Chelmsford
territory near Black Brook. Jerathmell Bowers, John Shipley, John Webb, John Wright, Josgph
Parkhurst, Jonathan Butterfield, and John Spaulding first settled this fringe area often referred to
locally &s the "neck houses' on the "Highway to the Merrimack." All were farmers, aitracted to aress
that hed often dready been deared by the Indians. Although English wheet did not adgpt well, Indian
corn, oas, barley, and rye became primary crops, as did gople and fmit orchards.  Livestock was
rased—oxen, horses, cows and degp—ad lumbering was 0 an important agpect of thexe early
farms.

(continued)
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By 1677, adistillery was opened by Jerathmell Bowers and licensed, according to town records, to sdll
"drong waters" The popularity and prosperity of the Bowers dtill is indicated by the description of
numerous footpaths that all family led to or pessed by the Bowers farm in its early years.

In effortsto make pesce with the native tribes nearby, the origind Wamest Purchase was mede in
1636 from Wannadancit, chief of the Wamedt Indians. Jerathmel Bowers was among the fifty
asodaes who received portions of land. These fifty tracts were known as "Pawtucket" and were
developed for farmland for one hundred years. In an additional deed from Wannalancit, Bowers
received sx aaesin return for his kindnesses towards the Indians. Later that year, he obtained title to
a large tract of land & Pawtucket Fals, making him one of the largest landholders in the area Land
grants were commonly awarded as payment for military service, which may well have been the case
here.

Protection from Indian attack was still a mgjor problem for Chelmsford's inhabitants, causng someto
leave for more civilized arees  To improve protection, the town in 1690 desgnated nineteen homes
including the Bowers House, to sarve as garrison houses, used by neighbors for refuge in the event of
an atack. Bowers himsdf sarved in the military during this era, entering in 1676 and rising to the
rank of Captain. He is mentioned in military accounts as a leeder of counterattacks againg the Indians
and as a courier between regiments.

Issues of community govemment were a priority concem inthe town. In 1691, the town was fined for
lack of schoaol facilities, and Jerathmell Bowers, as one of its sg3ectmen, was sentenced to sarve in the
county jail until responding to the county's demands. In 1697, Bowers again intervened on behaf of
Chelmsford's resdents, asking the Court to grant "demency and compasson” in the payment of taxes
because of the hardships incurred by Indian atacks and a poor harvest. As a sdectman until 1732, a
courier to the Generd Court, and an gppointee to research and secure the town's boundaries. Bowers
contributed much to the development of the struggling town, while still focusing his primary efforts on
the survival of hisfarm.

Boundary definitions of the town were a mgjor concern. In 1701, the new town of Dracut was
formally incorporated by twenty five families in the northeest section. Not until 1726 were all the
Wamesit lands formally annexed to Chelmsford. Continued boundary disputes into the 1750s
eventudly gave up 300 acres of the Tying farm to the town of Dungable. In 1780, after many
petitions objecting to the digance to the town center for public worship, the southerly part of the town
wes finally st of f and its seventeen familieswere among those who formed the town of Carlide.

With the conclusion of the French and Indian War and soon after the Revolution, Chemsford's
resdents were finally part of a safe, self-sufficient, and progperous agrarian community. At about this
time, the northeest "neck” area, now more commonly referred to as East Chelmsford, was about to
change dramétically with the announcement in 1788 that the Middlesex Cand would be built there.
Timber and farm products would no longer need to be hauled overland a the Pawtucket Falls.

(continued)
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Ore reault weas the early devdopment of Middlesex Village, just north of the Bowers farmsteed aong
the southern bank of the Merrimack River. The Bowers farm was no longer a mral outpost, but
ingead dood dose to a growing village center.  Incorporated in 1793 and opened in 1804, the
Middlesex Cand ran thirty one miles from Chelmsford south to the millpond a Charlestown,
providing an excdlent means for trangporting farm products to Boson markets The cand remained in
operation until 1853, dthough once the ralroads arrived in 1830, it experienced a Seady declinein
ue

The 1802 opening of the Chelmsford Glass Factory, dso in Middlesex Village, was soon producing
upwards of 330 feet of window glass annudly and supported a community of 20 familiesin the
Village. By 1816, a sawmill and gristmill & Pawtucket Falls had been established by Luke Bowers (a
son of Jerathmell) and his sons, ancther gristmill was sarted by Nathen Tyler, and the ssads of a more
commercia/industrial society in Eagt Chelmsford hed clearly been sown.

The Proprietors of the Locks and Cands, in 1821, began a sudy for a new cand sysem adong the
Merrimack and in 1822 opened their first textile mill, the Merrimack Manufacturing Company. The
next few years brought the rapid cregtion of an entire industrial village, not only geographicaly and
visudly digtinct, but dso completely foreignto the origind Chelmsford community both socialy and
economicaly. In 1825 Eag Chemsford petitioned to be incorporated as a separate town. With a
population of 2,000, the new town was incorporated on March 1, 1826. It was named after Francis
Cabot Lowell, the visonary force behind its creation.

The subsequent industrial growth of Lowell during the 19th and early 20th centuries has been well
documented. Its role as a "modd city" for other New England mill town is undisputed. Y et, for all
the attention paid to Lowell'sindustria focus, the outer limits of the city (it was incorporated in 1854)
remaned primarily agricultural for much of thistime.

The Bowers farm steadily grew until the late 19th century, when its Sze gpproximated 150 acres It
remained one of the largest farms in the area. The Bowers family continued to pass down thefarm
from generation to generation and to expand and rebuild its dmctures s nesds changed. A firein
1815 degtroyed the early bams directly west of the house across Wood Stret and caused consderable
loss of the farm's fmit orchards and forests. New barns were immediately erected in their seed, again
being Stuated directly west acrass Wood Street from the main house. New atached milking sheds
were added adjacent to the house's eedt devation around mid century.

By the tum of the 20th century, growth of the city's immigrant population hed resulted in expangon

of new resdentiad aress as far wes of the mill district as Middlesex Village, which abutted the Bowers
lands to the north. Severd new dreats were laid out in the area, and there wes pressure for
devdopment of former farmlands. In 1896, the Bowers farm contained ninety acres of land. A
photograph of the house gopeared in the Lowell Courier Citizen of 1909; a the time, it was

(continued)
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surrounded by wide open fields on all ddes, with just a few trees dong the winding dirt road which
was Wood Strest.

In 1914 the family sold off aparcd of 13.72 acres a its westem edge along the Chelmsford border.
The profitsfrom this sale were gpparently usad to renovate and updéate the Bowers home, including
building a sunroom and removing the rear wall of the front parlor. Inthe 1930s the acreege was
divided into two parcdls, forty eight acres west of Wood Street owned by Jesse Bowers and the house
and parcds eedt of Wood Strest and south of Westford Street owned by Joseph Welter Bowers. The
acreege continued to be farmed, with magjor crops being com and turnips, large gople orchards, and a
subgtantid herd of dairy cattle. Subssquent land takings in the 1950s by the City of Lowell and sde
of the remaining farmlands to commerciad and resdentia developers in the same decade ended the
property's agrarian use The bams were demalished in the 19505 leaving only the house and a three-
acre parcd of woods and meedows on which it Sts as evidence of the extensve farm that once
dominated the area

The property hes remained under continuous Bowers family ownership from its construction until the
present time.  As described previoudy, the home wes originally built by Col. Jerathmel Bowers
(1650-1724). 1t then passd to his son Jonathan Bowers (1674-1744), to his son Jonathan Bowers
(1701-1756), to his son William Bowers (b.1712), to his son Col. Josgph Bowers (1780-1859), to his
on Sewdl Bowers (1810-1893), to his son Josgph Bowers (b.1854), to his son Josgph Walter Bowers
(1882-ca. 1933), to his daughter Mildred Bowers Wahigren (ca 1900-1986), to her daughter Marjorie
Wahlgren Kearns (1925-1987), and to her hudband, James Kearns.

Criterion C: The Bowers House is significant as arare survivor of Lowell's early era as a farming
community when amodes 1 1/2-gory farmhouse was the most common building type. Its design
reflects the basc nesds of shdter and protection in that society, with little thought or need for
daborate joints or decorative embdlishment. Being a smple farmer in nead of quickly built housing
& the outer limits of Chelmsford were being settled. Bowers modes home reflects the neads of the
yeoman farmers of the time.

Although the Bowers House has not been definitively determined as a First Period Building, it is none
the less significant as an early domestic building type in its plan and heavy timber framing. It
illugtrates the evolution from a two-room cottage plan to a central chimney plan in early Chelmsford,
& well as the early stmcturd framing sysem consisting of a box frame composed of glls, pods,
plates, girts, and beams A segparae roofing sysem with trenched rafters was <o typical of the area
in the 1670s Although largdly hidden a present, the ssmctural core hes the potentid to reved
additional historical information about building methodology of the period.

As the family grew and prospered during successve genardions, the house, too, changed, its
expanson and renovation to reflecting its occupants evolving nesds and tedes. As early as the 1680s
enclosure of the outsde well within arear shed/kitchen reflected a higher quality of life. This

(continued)
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encdosure dso afforded a sacret hiding goece above the roof in case of Indian attack is dso a possble
resson for its constmction.

The gradud expanson of the farm and the its owners increesed sense of stability as thefarm
prospered ae evident in the building's history. The aosence of ay mgor changes to the original
design during the 18th and early 19th centuries underlies the worthiness of the original design for the
occupants needs With the late 19th century came the dedre for an atached milking shed, which was
erected directly eedt of the house, and new windows and door to modernize the facade. An outhouse
was a0 ingtalled inthe shed. Not until the early 20th century did the house experience much change,
and even then, only in the form of an added sunroom, enlarged kitchen ell, and the insertion of modest
new wall and ceiling finishesin the primary living Soaces

The only significant change to the property hes bean its setting. Wheress the house originally weas
surrounded by as much as 150 aores of gpen fields and orchards, all but three acres of the property
have been replaced by modem developments, dominated by modern gpartments and condominiums to
the west across Wood Street.

Despite these changes, however, the property retains its character and integrity of location, design,
materiads, and asodaion a an early, typica farmhouse in the Lowell/Chelmsford area It isfurther
digtinguished by being the oldest surviving house in Lowell.

Archaeologica Significance

Since pattems of prehistoric settlement in Lowell are poorly understood, any surviving Stes would be
significant. Prehigtoric resources on the Bowers House property may extend historic land use paiterns
back thousands of years into the prehistoric period. This information can be vauable in understanding
present and pagt environmental change as it effected dhanges in the economic and socid history of
Native Americans who inhabited the area and later individuals who inhabited the house. Potentia
prehistoric resources on the property may contribute much nesded information pertaining to loca and
regiona settlement modds  This information may document the relaionships of dtes dong interior
tributary dreams and wetlands to larger expected dStes dong the main course of the Merrimack River.
Prehigoric dtes in this area may d<o contribute information which hdps clarify the regiona
importance of interior site, particularly those neer mgjor fall lines in the Merrimack River to those
located on the coadt in the agterion zone near the confluence of the Merrimack River and the Atlantic
Ocean.

Higtoric archaeologica remains described above have the potentia to document  socio-economic
change and culture higtory on a farm and later resdence which evolved in a 17th century agricultura
frontier settlement that grew to the 19th and 20th century indudtrid city of Lowell. The location of
barns, outbuildings, and occupationa rdated festures (trash aress, privies, wells) can help recongtmct
the original 17th century lay out of the farm and subsequent changes which occurred to the present.

(continued)
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This information can help document the role or place of the Bowers House and its rdated farm
complex within well defined regional and tempord patterns for First Period houses  Identification
and recording of condruction festures and refuse paterns around the house can help document the
evolution of the house and its changes through time. This information can be used to help date the
origina house congmction more precisaly as well as later dterations in the 18th, 19th and 20th
centuries. The exact year of the house raising is unknown. Archaeologica survivas have the
potential to test the current by prothess thet the origina ca 1673 house wes al | /2 gory cottege
enclosing only the westem half of the house Constmction features and stmctura remains can a0
document changes which were made, if any, to adgpt the gdmcture to its use & a licensad digtillery in
1677 and as agarrison houssinca 1690. Stmcturd remains of barns and related outbuildings
combined with the analyss of refuse aress can document the evolution and nature of the Bowersfar
complex, hopefully providing examples or details of one of the earliet examples of 'closed field'
farming in the Lowell area. Detailed andyss of occupationa reated features (trash pits, privies,
wells) combined with deven successve generaions of Bowers family occupation of the property can
provide information on the social, cultural and economic changes which occurred with the inhabitants
of one of Lowell's earliest homedtead, as it developed from afrontier agricultural settlement to the
industrial period. The long term ownership of the farm by the Bowers family offers the rather rare
opportunity to view the lives of a single family as it adgoted and changed through time. Detailed
andyds of occupationa rdated festures on the property can a0 be important in testing the thess that
"cottage’ colonia style housss like the Bowers House can be attributed to a "dightly poorer dass of
yeomen than hitherto” as well as the need for "short order housing’. These factors have distinct socio-
economic implicationsfor New England in generd.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Verbal Boundary Description:

Beginning a the southeest corner of the intersection of Colby Street and Wood Street, the boundary
runs eesward dong the south sde of Colby Strest for a digance of 131 feet. It then tums southerly
and mns for adigance of 874 feet dong the eedt property line of 150 Wood Street until reaching the
north sde of Westford Street, where it turns westward dong the srest edge for 100 feet, curves
around to the north dong the eest Sde of Wood Street, and proceeds northward dong the eest Sde of
Wood Stregt to the point of beginning. See atached City of Lowell assessors mgps#47 and 47.

Verba Boundary Justification:

This boundary defines an area of three aores and conformsto the presant property line of the
Jerathmel Bowers House.  Although the house once dood on a much larger dite, all of the other
acreege hes been s0ld of f over the years and hes been developed for other uses incompatible with the
original farmland setting and use of the property.

The three-acre dte does retain much of the house's original setting, s it is Stuated on a knoll above
the adjacent aress and daose to the winding old country way. Wood Sireet, which is now a busy but
still winding roadway. The three-acre dte contains the house on its high grassy knoll and an open
meedow to the south. To the north behind the house a amall dream. Black Brook, still flowsby.
Mogt of the property's outer edges are now wooded and overgrown rather than open fieldsas they
were higtorically. This hes the poditive advantage of cregting a buffer againg the modem gpartment
complexes to the west acrass Wood Stregt and to the mixed commercia development and city public
works facilities dong Westford Stret to the south. The eedlern edge of the property abuts a city-
owned parcd that is primarily wooded, lessening dighdy the negative impact of commerciad and
resdential devedlopment to the other three ddes.

(end)
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Decenber 22, 1993

Carol Shull RECHVED

National Register of Historic Places

Department of the Interior

National Park Service CEC193
P.Q Box 37127 RTJONL

Washi ngton, DC 20013-7127 RG STER

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed please find thefollowing nomnation form

Jerathmel| Bowers House, 150 Wod Street, Lowell (M ddlesex
County), Massachusetts, 01851.

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board
and has been signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer.
Because thecity of Lowell i sa participant i nthe Certified

Local Government program theowner was notified of pending State
Revi ew Board consideration 60-120 days before themeeting and was
afforded t heopportunity t o comment.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg RHE\ED4B

National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion CEC 28 1983

enclosure

QC  Janes & Marjorie Kearns \
Mayor Tarsy Poulios, City of Lowell '
Di ana Prudeaux-Brune, Administrator, Lowel T Historic Board
Mar go Webber, Preservation Consultant
Anne O Brien, Librarian, Pollard Memorial Library

Massachusetts Historical Commission
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michaedl J. Connolly, Secretary



