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1- Name nf Prnpfirty
historic name. Benedict Fenwick School
other names/site number. Sister Clara IVluhammad School

2. Location

street & number 150 IVlagnQlia Street n/a not for publication
city or town Boston (Dorchester) n/a vicinity
state Massachusetts codelJidA— county Suffolk .code 025 zip code 02125

3 State/Feriftral Anenrv Cftrfifir.atinn

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this H*omination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property

n meets « does not meet th~*ational Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

e nationally « statewide Q”ocally. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

CYWHAMKA  iAMMIA iAW [Ui-i%
ira H. Metz, State Historic Preservation Officer A Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

innal Park Service Certification
hereby certify that this property is: Date of A
| entered Inthe National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
» removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):
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Benedict Fenwick School
Name of Property

5- Ciassifir.atinn

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

jiprivate jibuilding(s)

_ public-local _ district

_ public-State __ site

_ public-Federal __structure
_ Object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

n/a

6- Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

FDUCATION: school

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

I ATF 19*" and PARI Y 20" CENTIJRY RFVIVAI S"

Georgian Revival

Narrative Description

Suffolk, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing
1

Noncontributing

J.

.building
sites

. structures
ogjects
Totd

Number of contributing resources previously listed

in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC- multiple dwelling

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation  brick

walls brick

roof. SYNTHFTICS- ruhher
Other CONCRETE STONE: marble MFTAI

SYNTHETICS: fiberglass reinforced polyester

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

copper
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Narrative Desription

The Benedict Fenwick School islocated in the denseresidentia neighborhood that lies between
the commercid thoroughfares of Blue Hill Avenue, Roxbury, and Columbia Road in the
Dorchester section of Boston. The immediate neighborhood is characterized by amix of wood
frame single-family homesand tenementstypical of Bogton's late 19" and early 20*' century
dregtcar suburbs. A single family home occupies the 1ot to the south of the school, with both
late-19* century and newly congtructed multi-family housng across Magnolia Street to the west.
Loca community development organizations and the City of Boston are currently restoring the
district's origina dengty by erecting affordable housng on vecant lotsin the vicinity. The two-
family housing to the north and eedt of the schoal isthe result of these efforts.

The former Benedict Fenwick School faces west on the eet Sde of Magnolia Street and is st
back approximately 20 feet from the sdewalk, (photo #1) It occupies the crest of aridge
overlooking Ceylon Street and is Sited dightly northeest of the residentid park defined by the
intersection of Bird and Wayland Streets The ste dopesdown severd feet from the front to the
rear (eest) of the lot. The recent landscgping includes grassand plantings aroimd the building, a
fenced playground a the rear and parking a the north and eedt sectionsof the lot. The reer of the
lot had served as aplayground for the school, but no original equipment survived prior to the
current rehabilitation. A new metd picket fence runs dong the sdewak infront of the building;
the south and eedt borders of the ot and the playground are rimmed by achain link fence.

A wide sdewak leads from the dreet to the front entrance seps, and asdewak runs dong the
south edge of the driveway to the north (Sde) entrance. The driveway surrounded by parking
runs eest from Magnolia Stret, north of the building and turns south behind the building.

A two-story, red brick building comprising an eclectic combination of styles, the Benedict
Fenwick School's mogt predominant feature isitsNeodasscad massng and tapedtry brick detail,
(photo #2) The building hes an 11 -bay front block that projects forward two baysfrom the rear
block of the building, which iswider and contains the two wingsthat project out toward the rear
(east). Although they are the samelength, the north wing hes eight bays and the south wing has
nine baysaong its Sde eevation.

The Benedict Fenwick School suffered afirein 1999 that destroyed most of the roof and sscond
floor. Despite the fire, the building retains integrity of location and design. After sanding vacant
for three years, the building hes been rehabilitated by its present owner as 15 units of affordable
housing.

(continued)
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The ornamentation on the main (west) facade consgs of tapestry pands of brick and concrete,
brick panes and other cagt goneornament. Thered brick wallsriseto aFRP (fiberglass
reinforced polyester) cornice, which follows the profile of the origina cast gonecorniceandis
surmoimted by apanded brick pargpet topped by cast sone coping with acopper cgp. The
pargpet rims aflat roof Recessad bays st between unadorned brick pilagters are ornamented a
the second story gpandres with concrete pands with adouble X patternin brick. Other brick
detail includes a doping watertable, abrick heeder course a the 1 & story window sills, a heeder
and solider course benegth the cornice and brick pands infilled with concrete a the pargpet. At
the comers and framing certain bays, vertical brick pands with diamond-sheped drops are
infilled with concrete.

The shdlow projecting cenfral pavilion is surmounted by around arched concrete gable vdth
patterned brick. A cagt gone sgn with the name Benedict Fenwick School is st in the pargpet
and framed by two smal square concrete pands. At the bese of the pavilion, the main entrance
consgts of abold classcd cag goneentry. The architrave surround at the door is ornamented
with asmple keystone. Thisisframed by two large consoles supporting adentil corniceand a
ssgmenta arch. The tympanum is ornamented with dark green marble background and acircle.
The entrance is gpproached by four seps st between concrete supporting walls with new metal
railings. These seps were replaced prior to the recent rehabilitation. Above the entrance, a
paired window isflankedby two narrow windows, below which are narrow vertical spandres
filled with aconcrete pand with X patterns in brick, (photo #3)

The sde devations of the front block are two bays degp. The north elevationisabrick wall
ornamented with alarge brick pand frimmed ingde with a concrete strip. Thisisframedby two
narrow vertical pands faced with concrete, (photo #1) The south eevation hes two bays of
windows. Both of the Sde devations have typical brick and concrete pandled pargpets and they
have the vertical pands with the diamond shaped drips a each comer, matching those onthe
facade.

The west facade on each of the Sde wingsis sat back two bays from the front block. The brick
wallswith no openings match the detail found on the north eevation of thefrontblock.

The north and south devations of the building are smilar but not identical and the ornamentation
matches that on the main facade including the spandrd pands, pargpet detail and soldier courses

Each devation has an entrance in the west bay and over the enfranceis an oversized window,
which lightsthe gair, (photo #3) A brick surround a the entrance is surmounted by a smple

(continued)
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dentil cornice supported on brackets enriched with acanthusleaves. At the roof abovethisbay, a
round arch is centered in a Sgpped pargpet, which is otherwise omamented with asinglelong
concrete pand flanked by two square pands.

On the north eevation, there are five regular bays matching those on the facade and one bay with
narrow windows and one bay with paired windows. The exterior dgpsand landing a the north
entrance were rebuilt as part of the rehabilitation. Onthe south eevation there are seven regular
bays matching those on the facade and one bay with varied Sze windows.

The eedt devation isthe least ornate, retaining the major dements of the facade, (photo #4)

Brick sillsand flat arches are typical a the windows. The doped brick water table, a projecting
brick sill course a the first sory windows, and the FRP comice and copper-clad coping a the
pargpet comprise most of the detail onthis elevation. The vertical and horizontal concrete pands
a the pargpet and a the comers are found on the eedt elevation of each of the wings. Otherwise
on the eedt levation, the northwing hes ablank brick wall; the south wing has two windows a
the second gory, four a the first story including asingle narrow window. The north elevation of
the south wing is blank while the south eevation of the north wing hes four baysof typical
windows. The eest elevation of the main block is 12 bays widewith narrow windows at the end
bays.

The flat roof isrimmed by apargpet. The entire origina roof was lost in the 1999 fire, leaving
just one brick chimney standing abovethe roof. The original drawings show five ventilation
gackswith hipped hoods and two skylightsthat rose ebovethe roof. 1tisnot known whether
they were built. They are not visible in ahistoric photograph of the building and it is assumed
that if they were congmcted, they were sa too far back from the pargpet to be visible from the
Sreet.

At some timein the pad, the badk face of the parapa and the cast sone coping were entirdy
wrapped with copper flashingwith a crimped edge a the base of the coping on the facade This
detail was reingalled aspart of the rehabilitation, to pratect the parapet. Paired glassand wood
pand entry doorshave a 6-light upper pand and a snglewood pand bdow. Theexterior doors
have bem rebuilt basad on one remaining st of original doors and were ingalled as shovm in the
original drawings a the main (west) entrance and the two sde (north and south) entries as well
asd therear, (photo #5)

(continued}
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Thetypica windows have 99 auminum sazeh, the narrow windows have 4/4 sash and the
basement wdndows are varied with 6/6 saeh and paired 88 sash. The windows above the sde
entries are atripart window with adouble transom. The 99 center window wasflankedby 4/4
windows. One original wood double hung window hes been retained and repaired a the first
dory of the south elevation.

INTERIOR

Typica of many schoals, the first and sscond floors have anorth-south corridor running the
length of the building terminating a full height sair halls. At thefirst floor, the exits are beyond
the gtair halls. The main entrance corridor is centered on the west Sde of thefirst floor corridor.
The north and south stairs, which run from the basament to the sscond floor, have wood treeds
and risers, squarewood balugters and awood banider, (photo #8) The squarewood newd pods
have chamfered edges. Sted supports have been added to the Stairs for reinforcement.

The north-south corridor retains itsorigina width. Detailswere built to suggest the original, such
as apicturerail, woodfloorsand smple door surrounds with acgp molding. Residentid units
are located on the first and second floors, which originally contained dassooms with adjoining
coa rooms. A kindergarten and aNurses Room dso were located a the first floor. The main
entrance corridor and vestibule have terrazzo floors, marble treeds and risers, amarble border
and marble dado. The original vestibule partition with new doors remains a the main entrance
and a the north and south entries, (photo #7)

The second floor dasssooms were laid out in the same location as on the first floor and there
were some minor variationsin the smaler rooms. The soece over the main entrance corridor
contained alavatory and abook room. Next to the gair, the south wing contained the Women
Teachers Room and the north wing the "Magters Room."

The basament originally contained the girls' and boys lavatories, indoor playrooms, one eech

for girls and boys, the boiler room, janitor's room, and two heating chambers. The basament
now contains three resdential units, utility and service rooms, offices, and a community room.

(end)
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Name of Property
8. Statement nf Signifir.anr.B

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Regjister listing.)

JEA Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

_XC Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location. ;

C a birthplace or grave.

D acemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Rihiingraphiral References

ASuffolk, MA _
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture
Education

Health/Medicine

Period of Significance
1912-19653

Significant Dates
1912

Significant Person
(Complete If Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder

McLaughlin. James E.

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)
Previous documentation on file (NPS): HPCfidt 6018

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

*

Primary location of additional data:
JL State Historic Preservation Office

_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
JL Local government
_University
_ Other

Name of repository:
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Narrative satement of Significance

The Benedict Fenwick School in the Dorchester areaof Boston is an early example of a modem
building type that reflects the early 20* century belief in the retorative powers of fresh air. The
"openar school” sought to protect children againgt tuberculosis and other allments by
maximizing the flow offreshair in the dasssoom. Some open-air schools were dmost entirely
glazed, while others, like Benedict Fenwick, smply emphasized light and air through incressed
fenestration. Thisdevelopment in medica theory manifested in required changes to the design
of public schodls in Boston, acity that led the nationin the effort to improve public health
through the public school sysem. The Benedict Fenwick School was designed and constructed in
1911 and 1912 just after the adoption of a new policy on open-ar andfresh-airdassroomsby the
progressve Boston School Committee. The Benedict Fenwick Schoal is significant under
National Regiger Criteria A and C, representing anationd trend in public hedth reform and the
impact of that reform on both the public education sysem and school building design.

The opentar classroom phenomenon "was basad on principles learned from European sanatoria
where doctors had demondrated that the right environment could help improve hedth.” [twas
intended to cure patients with tuberculos's, pneumonia and other infectiousdiseesesinan age
preoccupied with public hedlth prior to the discovery of antibiotics. Johaimes Duiker's Open Air
School in Amgerdam (1930) and Alvar Aalto's Paimio Sanatorium in Finland (1929-32) attest to
the pervasive and persistent belief in the thergpeutic value of open air building design in the first
halfofthe 20* century.

The earliest manifestations of the influence of openair theory in American school and tenement

housing design gopear in about 1910 in buildings like the Benedict Fenwick School in Boston

and Eagt River Homes in New York City. To protect resdents agang tuberculosis, the

innovative Eagt River tenementsincluded dozensof triple-himg windowsto allow plenty of fresh
2

ar into eechroom as well a an open-ar school onitsroof The Benedict Fenwick School was

one of severd condructed immediately after the Boston School Committee recommended in

(continued)

David P. Handlin, The Amarican Home: Architecture and Sodety, 1815-1915 (Bogon: Little, Brown and Compary, 1979), 205.

A Handlin, 205-206



Mra Fonn 10-900-* CMS  AppnniNo. 10t4-COta

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet _ _
Benadid Fenwick Schod

Bogton/Dor chester (Suffolk), MA
Section number — 8§ — Page — L

November 1910 that all roomsin new school buildings have one wall "open wholly from floor to
ceiling to the outer air.” Thepolicy was intended to benefit al children "as al are vitally affected
by the matter of ventilation,” but especidly to benefit ddicate children with anemiaor
tuberculoss”

Boston had ahistory of leading the country in amovement to i-eform public hedlth through the
school sysem. In 1894, Boston was the first in the nation to adopt a sysem of medical
ingpection in schools, asysgem which continues today. In 1907, it wasthe first to establish a
Department of School Hygiene™ In 1908, the same year that "instruction as to tuberculossand
its prevention™ became arequired subject in schoals throughout the Commonwedth, Boston
assgned ateacher to an "open-air dass' for children with tuberculoss on Parker Hill. Between
1909 and 1913 many additiona open-air dassoomswere added to the Boston schools.

The Annual Documents of the City of Cambridge, which are much more descriptive than those
of Boston, thoroughly record the rise of the open-air schoal in that city beginning in 1910. The
first open-air school sarved as akind of quarantine for pupilsin the public schools identified for
isolation by the Anti-Tuberculosis Association or the medical ingpector. The sudents, ranging in
age from five to fifteen, were placed in ahouse remodded expredy for that purpose by
removing the entire southern wall to allow thefreeflow of ar into the dlassroom. Each child was
provided with "a chair bag, aleg blanket, a Sogpgtone footwarmer, aworsted toque, apair of
woolen gloves and an outside coat." When the hedlth of a sudent improved, he or she could
return to regular dasses”™ .

Cambridge converted singleroomsin existing schools for open air use begirming in 1913, but
did not build new structures for that purposeuntil 1916. The Agassiz School (now demolished)

(continued)

A City of Bodon (1912), 1516
Gity of Boston (1927), 78-79.
A City of Boston (1929), 113117,

® Gity of Cambyiche, Annual Reparts (1911), 4043, (1916), 281
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was designed with butfresses in order to minimize the deed wall goace, and to provide
approximatey 25% morelight and air to each dassroom than exiged in "even the most modem
schoals of Boston and vicinity” a thetime. Only two of its roomswere intended for permanent

open-ar ue"

In 1915, the privately owned and operated Rivers School in Brookline (now in Weston) and the
Cooperative Open Air School (now Shedy Hill School) in Cambridge opened as experiments in
open-ar education. They were supported by agroup of Boston doctors and Harvard professors
respectively and, being little more than an open shdter, offered an open air education to all
pupilsin its sfrictest form. The Cooperative Open Air School met on the porch of a private home
for two yearsbefore constructing four buildings "built of wood and looking from the street Sde
like low brown barracks. There was one large expanse of windows ontheiimer side... [that]
were kept open, even in zero weether." Similarly, the Rivers School dasses were conducted in
bungaows designed by the doctors with folding windows that prevented rain and snow from
entering while permitting the freeflow of ar. Snce there was no centrd heet, the children were

g
well bundled like their peersin the Cambridge public school sysem.

The Boston schoals adopted comprehendve opentair policiesfor the benefit of al children
sverd yearsbefore the experimentd private schools or the City of Cambridge. Theentire
Boston public school sysem wes affected by an order that was passad as early as November
1910, recommending that "all roomsin new school buildings shall, on one sde a leest, open
wholly from floor to ceiling to the outer ar, in order that during warm westher, a leedt, the
pupils may have as muchfreshair as possble.” Fundswere dlocated for the Benedict Fenwick
Schooal just three months after the adoption of this policy, making it one of the first in the city
and region to be designed specifically for open air dassoomswith large banks of windows

10

characterigtic of the movement. The architect was gppointed in June 1911 and the building

permit was issued on November 11, 1911 with an estimated cost of $56,000.
(continued)

A City of Cambridge (1916), 282; "Proposed New Agassiz School," Cambridge Chronicle, April 10, 1915.

8

Edward Yeomans, The Shady Hill School: The First Fifty Years (Cambridge, Massachusetts Windflower Press, 1979), 102,
9

Eric R Delinsky, Open Windows, Open Minds- A History of the Rivers School (1991), Privately published, 1.

10
City of Boston (1912), 15-16.

City of Boston (1911), 8; Building permit for 150 Magnolia Street, 1911.
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The Boston School Committee spent the next year educating parents and teachers about the
benefits of the open-air theory and devel oping an expanded policy that was adopted in January
1912. The policy addressed routine classroom ventilation and cleaning procedures, but aso
affected the design of school buildings as indicated in the November 1910 order. Furthermore,
every school building, whether new or old, was required to have "a least one fresh-air room not
especidly for anemic children.” These"fresh-air rooms’ for hedthy children were distinguished
fromthe "open-air rooms for anemic and delicate children” which were far fewer in number and
1
limited to children of no more thantwo grades  Since this policy was the primary concern of
the Boston School Committee in 1911, James McLaughlin, the yoimg architect of the Benedict
Fenwick School, must have carefully consdered the newfresh-ai rrequirements indesigning the
new school that yeer.

McLaughlin, bom in Nova Scotiato Irish parents, had been listed as adraughtsman in the Boston
City Directories ance 1893. In the 1910s when he practiced independently as an architect, his
works were mede available to anationa audience through the American Architect. His practice
that focused in the Boston areaiincluded a leest two other school buildings, the Satongtal

School in Sdem (1916) and the Boston Trade School (1917). He designed Fenway Park (1912)
in apand brick design smilar to that of the contemporary Benedict Fenwick School. Other
published McLaughlin desgnsof this era include the Commonweath Armory (1916, demolished
2002), South Terminal Station in Boston (1918) and his own home in Brookline (now Brighton,
1914). When MCL%ughlin died a age 92 in 1966, hisfianeralwas held in the home where he hed

lived for 52 years.

Condructed on an unused Magnolia Street parcd containing approximately 80,000 square feet
that had been transferred by the Commissoners of Public Worksto the Board of Schoolhouse

Commissoners, the Benedict Fenwick School was originally apart of the Phillips Brooks
14

disfrict. Within itsfirst year, it was transferred to the new John Winthrop district that was

established on December 1, 1911 The school was named for the second Catholic Bishop of
(continued)

City of Bogton (1912), 14-19.

13
Boston Globe, February 17, 1966; Boston City Directories; Death records; Avery Architectural Index.
1

City of Bogton (1911), 8. The trandfer of land wes goproved on April 4, 1911,

City of Bogton (1912), 34; (1913) "New Schodhousss"
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the diocese of Boston, who was gppointed in 1825 when the Catholic population in Boston was

quite small. In regponseto increased Catholic immigration in the 1840sfollowing the potato

famineinlreland, Fenwick established new parish churches, the first school for Catholic children
16

in Boston, and Holy Cross College inWorcester. Despite its namesske, the Benedict Fenwick
School was from the beginning open to al religious denominations. Rabbi Phiness|sraeli served
as the first presdent of the parent association initsdisrict.A

The Benedict Fenwick School opened on September 11, 1912. That year, atendancein the
18

Boston Public Schools was "the largest ever known.” However, four new school buildings
including Benedict Fenwick, two large additions, and severad temporary portable school
buildings ensured that nearly every child had a sedt.

Just before opening day. Dr. Franklin B. Dyer of Cincinnati was gppointed the new
Superintendent of Boston Schools. Although he had not been responsible for instituting the open-
air policy, he heartily embraced it, "beginning a the very beginning to have the rooms

19

continuallyfloodedwith fresh air.”  Dr. Dyer, who "has visited al of the cities of any Sze in

the country and knows much conceming their schools and courses of study,” was of the opinion
20

that Boston "one of the finest school systemsin the covmitry.” Hevisited thirty or more schools
21
in the week before opening day "and without exception have found them in perfect condition.”
There was an active parent-teechers association (the Brooks-Winthrop Home and School
Association) in the John Winthrop district, as well as akindergarten, which met in the basement
of the Benedict Fenwick School. PTAs and kindergartens were both relatively new phenomena

(continued)

16

City of Boston (1913), Appendix E. "Benedict Fenwick," American National Biography.

City of Boston (1913), 201.

18

Boston Transcript, September 11, 1912,
19

Boston Globe, September 10, 1912
20

Boston Globe, September 3, 1912

21
Boston Globe, September 10, 1912.
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in the American public school sysem. The Department of Parent Teacher Associations had been

formed within the National Congressjust afew ydars earlier in 1907. While thefirst American

kindergarten had been founded in Boston as early as 1870, the national PTA waes still advocating
2

that kindergartens become apart of the public school sygem in 1911.

As aBogton dementary school desgned in 1911, the Benedict Fenwick School would have held
grades one through eight (in addition to the kindergarten). The eight-grade system, adopted in
1906 to replace anine-grade system, remained controversid in the 1910s Aslate as 1919, a
uperintendent of the Boston schoals found himself defending this improvement to the system
agang "the taunt of 'Fadsand Fancies." At the turnof the century, few students had continued
beyond the dementary school level to high school. "Thase who went beyond were as much
distinguished as those who go to college today,” recaled the superintendent in 1919. The nine-
year dementary sysem was abandoned, the superintendent explained, to promote high school

23

atendance and encourage children to remainin school as long as possible.  In Boston, the

present dementary, junior and senior high school system began on alimited basisin 1913. The
24

first junior high in Boston was caled an Intermediate School.

Other improvements to early 20* century Boston schools included reducing the quota of students

per teecher. Originally of 12 rooms accommodating 528 students, or 44 studentsper room, the

Benedict Fenwick School was designed with new quota resfrictions in mind, which would by

1915 reduce the teecher/Student ratio to 1 to 40. In 1927, the quota would be reduced again to 35

sudents per teacher, about half the amount that prevailed in the 1880sbefore quotaswere
2

edablished. Teachersin Boston were ranked as mader, submeder, first assgant in chargeand
lesser assdants The first submeder of the John Winthrop district was Josgph A. F. O'Neil and
the ten assdants named were all unmarried women. O'Nell aso sarved as the recording
%6
secretary for the Home and School Association.
(continued)

City of Bagton (1913), 201. www.ptaorg.
City of Bogton (1919), 11-12.
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Generd guiddines on ventilation were to be observed in thisand al Boston schools by January
1912. Guiddlinesfor the "fresh-air rooms' for hedthy children were subject to the judgment of
the individual teechersand were less rigid then those of the private experimenta open-ar
schools. "Asagenard rulethe windows on two Sdesof these rooms should be kept open, or the
windows on one Sde vde open, a al times, except when the temperature in the room goes
below 60 degrees Fahrenheit, or when rain, high wind, dust or some other specid conditions
serioudy interferes.... Children.. .should be alowed to weer their outer clothing whenever they
fedl cold without it, rather than to deprive other children in the room of the air they need....
Teachers should especidly watch children seeted near the windows, and should see that every
child iswarm enough to work and enjoy himsdf." ™

Not long after the adoption of thefresh-airand open-air policies, the Massachusetts Department
of Public Health begen atentyear nutrition study, weighing and measuring 94,000 Boston
dementary school children. When over 9000 sugpect children were more thoroughly examined,
1200 cases of malnutrition and 200 cases of tuberculosis were identified. Upon receipt of the
derming reaults of the report in 1926, the Boston school sysem immediately established
nutrition dasses to provide much nesded medica and nutritional careto imderweight and sickly
children. Advantages of the 2 /2-hour rest and nutrition dasses over the open-air dasses were
outlined in the Superintendent's report of 1927. The nutrition dass"includes al of the pre-
tuberculosis and manourished children, irrespectiveof grade; it obviates the necessity of specid
open-ar dassteachers, and it maintains continuous dose contact between the school and the
home. Assoon as achild atains norma weight and hedlth he returns to the regular schoal
program.” An illustration of the Nufrition and Rest Classa the Ulysses S Grant Schoadl in the
report shows rowsof cots occupied by hooded and blanketed children in aroom dominated by
double banks of open windows. The upper three-quarters of the walls were fenestrated, and the
lower quarter held long runs of radiators. Although these nutrition dasses of 1926 dtogether

replaced the opentair dassesof the previous decade, the large-windowed rooms from the 1910s
28

were readily adgpted to their new use

By 1940, the fresh-air concgpt gppears to have been completely abandoned, even forgotten, by

Boston schoal officials and employees alike. Maintaining heating and ventilation regulaions

were the respongbility of the sanitary inspector, who wrote, "Keegping schools warm enough is
(continued)

City of Bogon (1912), 18

Gity of Boston (1927), 79,
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not aproblem. But keeping the room temperature, in schools without heet control, from rising to
a degree a which the children show the effects influshedfaces, listlessness, and drowsiness,
requires condant watchftilness and checking.” The proper temperature was given as 638-70
degress Fahrenhet. In a school hested entirdly by radiators, "air must be admitted through open
windows with deflectors a the bottom to prevent drafts." In schools with heet control, "plenum

fans' must be kept running to ventilate and heet the dasssoomsand to ensurethat the rooms "are
29
not overheated to the extent that they have beenin the past.”

According to the building permits, there was no mgjor work done on the Benedict Fenwick
Schooal building by the City of Boston, who owned it until the early 1980s. The few permitsfor
which the school department did apply in the early part of the twentieth century were abandoned.
In 1918, they were denied apermit to teke down and rebuild wallsin the basament becausethe
plans and specifications were deamed insufficient. 1n 1948, they planned to provide additional
egress, partitions, doors, etc., anew fire escgpe and new bathrooms in the basament but again
were not granted apermit. Thefirst building permit to be issued was not until 1952 when a gand

30
for adren was erected on the roof "in accordance with the plans of the civil defense.”

The Benedict Fenwick School was dosed by the City of Boston in July of 1981. Electricians and
plumbers were hired to check the systems before the reopening of the school in 1982 under its
31

new owner, the American Muslim Mission. It reopened as the Sster Clara Muhammad Schooal,
named in honor of the wife of the famous Nation of Idam leeder, Elijah Muhammad. Described
as arole modd for the Black Woman, she embodied "modesty, purpose and total commitment to
her husband and her Nation.” She had no official position in the Nation of Idam (which was
mde dominated), but was active in work among itswomen followers until her degth in 1972.
Walace Muhammead, her son, gave new direction to the Nation of 1dam, renamed the World
Community of Idam and later the American Muslim Mission.

The present owner purchased the building on August 4, 1999 fromthe Magjid Al-Quran, Inc.

(formerly known as the American Muslim Mission, Boson Magjid). The rehabilitation of the

building hes recently been completed creeting 15 units of affordable housing for families.
(end)
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1. 19 329200 4686480 3.
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(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
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name/title Leslie Donovan, Ann Clifford, Tremont Preservation Svcs., with Betsy Friedberg. NR Director, MHC
organization Massachusetts Historical Commission .date December 2003

street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard .telephone 817-727-8470
city or town Boston state  MA ,Zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name One-5Q Magnolia LP c/o Enrique Tamago
street & number 594 Columbia Road #.102 . telephone.
city or town. Dorchester . stateJMA- .Zip code 02125

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Verbd Boundary Desription

The Land with buildingsthereon located & 150 Magnolia Street in the Dorchester Didtrict of the
City of Boston, the former Benedict Fenwick School and more partl cularly bounded and
described &s follows:

NORTHWESTERLY : by Magnolia Street, Two Hundred Six and 43/100 (206.43) fest;

NORTHEASTERLY : by land now or formerly of the City of Boston, One Hundred Sixty-Five
(165.00) fest;

SOUTHEASTERLY: : by two lines, by land now or formerly of the City of Boston, One Hundred
Sixteen and 37/100 (116.37) feet and by land now or formerly of Francisco Figuaroa and land
now or formerly of the Sec. of Housing and Urban Development, One Himdred (100.00) fest;

SOUTHWESTERLY : by two lines, by land now or formerly of the 366* Infantry, AMVESTS
No. 128, Thirty-Six and 12/100 (36.12) feet and land now or formerly of William Owensand

land now or formerly of Raul Hernandez and Elizabeth Hernandez, One Hundred Forty (140.00)
feet.

Boundary Judtification

The nominated property includes the entire parcel historically associated with the Benedict
Fenwick School sncethe building was congructed in 1912.

(end)
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusatts Historica Commission

December 23, 2003

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regigter of Historic Places if
NatPRY Bk R 8" floor

Washington, DC '

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed please find the following nomination form:
Benedict Fenwick School, 150 Magnolia Street, Bogton, (Suffolk), MA

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been signed by the
State Historic Preservation Officer. State Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the
properties in the Certified Local Government community of Boston were notified of pending
State Review Board consideration 60 to 90 days before the meeting and were afforded the
opportunity to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
Massachusatts Historical Commission

enclosure

cC: Chair, Boston Landmarks Commission
Leslie Donovan, Preservation Consultant
Hon. Thomas Menino, Mayor, City of Boston
Roysin Billett, CL G Coordinator, Boston Landmarks Commission
One-50 MagnoliaLP, Enrique Tamayo

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470. Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state.ma.us'sec/mhc



