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1. Name of Property

higoic ramne Woods End Road Historic ni.strirt
other names/site number

2. Location
sregt & number 68 Baker Bridge Road; 1. 5 9, Hin Woods End Road not for publication
city, toan Lincoln vicinity
date Massachusetts ocode 025 couty  Middlesex code 017 zip code 01773
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
nn private I I building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
| Ipublic-local nn district 7 buildings
| Ipublic-State | Isite ' sites
| | public-Federal vin. f | | structure *! structures
e oObject ' objects v
7 0 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
N/A listed in the National Register 0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
LiLI nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Piaces and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my/opinion” the property EH meets does not meet the Nationai Register criteria. See continuation sheet.

Signature of certifying official Date
Executive Director. Massachusetts Historical Coniinis.sinn;
Sae o Falad agpoy ad beeu State Historic Preservation Officer

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Parle Service Certification
I, here|jyr<ertify that this property is:
fentered in the National Register.
| | See continuation sheet.
| ldetermined eligible for the National
Register. « ] See continuation sheet,
undetermined not eligible for the
National Register.

1 1removed from the National Reoister. . Yn
1 1 other, (explain:)

KA-/ ANSANfttTre of the Kee{>4r 'f Date'of Actii



6. Function or Use Woods End Road Hi<;tr.T-i"

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)

Dnmesti r/singlffi dwelling
—Dnmcsti i?/sccondary <;tructurft

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Tnternational Style
Federal Revival

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

m ..i-ri r-- T.inrnin , Mas.sarhn.sett.s

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
nr>me<;tir/'singi i» dwening

—nomestic/secnndary structure

—Recreation and Culture/museum

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation rnpf rat's

wadls wood

shingle
roof tar and gravel
other stone

The Waods BEhd Road H stonc District isaresidential devel opnent of seventeen
acres | ocated south of Baker Bridge Road in Lincoln, between Fod and

the historic tom center of Lincoln tothe east, and V&l den Fond 1n the tom

of Gncord tothe northwest. Baker Bridge Road i s awnding, quasi-rural Noe
segnent of a secondary artery transfering central Lincoln fromVethamto
Gncord. Stuated intherenins of an apple and cherry orchard, the \Viods

Bd Road district extends froma lowhill on the east toaledge on the west,

both of wich slope tovard Baker Bridge Road, the district's northern

boundary. Five |ots border Wiuods

Foad, a cul -de-sac laid out in 1938

along anatural drainage point between hill and | edge. The higher elevation
and a change i n plant cover distinguish the district fromits surroundi ngs.
\iods cover the outer slopes inmediately adjacent tothe district. Qutlying

| ower areas consist primrily

of woods andanorchard tothe east,

narsh tothe south and west. Alater residential devel opnent |ies on | over
land in awooded setting across Baker Bridge Road. v, ?

The district represents thetransfornation of Lincoln farmhand into
residential usewth the breaking up of several large estates beginning in the

1920s. Particularly prevalent al ong radial

roads fromLincoln Center,

clusters of wod-frane houses were constructed in fornerly
wooded narshes.  Gonservation neasures and zoning have ensured a bal ance

bet ween devel oped and open space.

The district contains seven buil di ngs
of which contributetoits architectur

M\
'

five houses, two detached gargf;es), al |
and historical integrity. I

bui I dings were constructed in 1938 and 1939 and are conpatible in size, scale " '
ad nmaterials. Thedistrict contains twp types of houses. Four houses

designed inthe International Style are two stories in height and have flat
roofs, vertical board siding, ad asymmetrical plans and elevations. The

fifth house, a neasured cop\%zof a Federal st

(od), Massachusetts, is2
shingl ed exterior.

Feder tyle house in Yarnout hport (Gye
stories inheight wth agable roof and veod
Each house i s architect designed. Mst notable arethree

houses designed by Vlter Gopius and Mrcel Breuer during their first years
in the Lhited States. Three of the five houses were al so designed toserve as
the private hones of their respective architects.

i-'f | .-Ic
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[x] See continuation sheet
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The houses occupy generous settings, with individual lots defined primarily by
the sloping terrain and trees. Additions to contributing buildings generally
consist of expanded living spaces in two of the houses; these additions do
not significantly diminish the integrity of the district. All houses remain
occupied; four are private homes and the fifth is maintained as a house museum.

The Gropius House (Lot #56:12 and 56:12.01, MHC #14, Photo #1) occupies a
level area created at the top of the district's eastern hill. Designed by
Walter Gropius and Marcel Breuer, Associated Architects and built by Casper
Jenney, Jr. in 1938, the wood-frame house is two stories in height with a
stone foundation, vertical redwood siding, and a flat tar and gravel roof.
Ribbon windows on the north, east, and south elevations consist of fixed plate
glass alternating with steel casement sash. All windows have wood sills. A
chimney on the west elevation is brick laid in Flemish bond. The essentially
rectangular massing of the house is broken by two projecting elements. Onthe
primary (north) elevation, a one-story, flat-roofed entrance marquee
supported by a glass block wall and metal columns abuts the wall surface at
approximately a thirty degree angle. On the south elevation, a one-story
screened porch with a flat roof projects at a right angle from the dining
room. A metal spiral stair on the north elevation provides exterior access to
the sun deck and an upstairs bedroom. The exposed roof joists over the sun
deck run north to south and serve as brise-soleils, mitigating the intensity
of the high summer sun while admitting light and heat from the low winter
sun. The joist overhang the south elevation to shield the large plate glass
windows of the living room in the same manner. The Gropius House incorporates
only standard (stock) materials-- glass block, steel sash, doors and door
hardware, interior fixtures-- readily available through building supply
catalogues at the time of its construction. The chimney and other details
such as the wood sills are painted grey in contrast to the white exterior
walls. Although the house is asymmetrical in both elevation and plan, the use
of a central hall is key to the interior arrangement of rooms. The Gropius
House was carefully positioned on its site in order to maximize natural light
and views, and all primary first floor rooms and second floor bedrooms have a
southern exposure.

A one-story, wood-frame, two-car garage (1938) with a shed roof is located

northeast of the house, at the base of the hill just inside the entrance from
Baker Bridge Road. A gravel driveway leads from the garage to the house about
one hundred feet up the hill. As the hill was nearly bare when house

construction began, the Gropiuses subsequently planted trees, a lawn, and a
small garden beyond the south porch. Natural features-- large boulders
uncovered on the slopes of the hill and remnants of the orchard— were
preserved. A grove of trees on the south slope of the hill separates the
Gropius House from the neighboring Ford House. The Gropius House is clearly

continued
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visible fromboth Baker Bridge and Vidods End Roads.

Across Vgods BEnd Road from t he Goghus House and on t he western ledge i s the
Loud House (Lot #56:15 MC #122, Photo #2), the sole revival-style house
built inthehistoric district. Aneasured copy of aca. 1800 Federal period
house on Gape Gbd (76 Hal l et Street, Yarmouthport, NAC #270, Northside
Historic District), the Loud House was designed i nSePtenber 1938 by | ocal
architect Constance Minford Vérren and bui [t by LanPi l'e Brothers of Lincoln.
The wood-frane house i s2 V2 stories with anasphalt shingle gable roof and
a brick center chimey. dadding i sgrewd shingles. Spacing anong bays
on the five-bay facade facing VWdods End I sslightly irregular as on the

e (bd nodel .  The entrance consists of a six-panel wood door and a
sem-circular fanlight, flanked by pilasters, andtopped with a pedi nented
door hood. Doubl e- unc% 12/12 wood sash constitutes the predom nant
fenestration schene. nstructed ca. 1945 on thenorth elevation i sa 1l V2
story, wood-frame, gable roof addition containing atwo-car garage and an
accessory apartment above. The addition i sconpatible with the house i nsize,
scale, and materials. Theplan of the Loud House i s not a rigid
interpretation of the Federal style. Decorative nolding andthemntie i n the
living room however, are neasured copies of details found i nthe Yel | ow Room
at the Goncord Antiquarian Society nuseum these details are adaEt ations of
woodwork found i naca. 1790 house i nCharlestown, near Boston. Like its
earliest neighbor, the Gopius House, the Loud House i svisible fromBaker
Bridge Road, andits frontage on VWods End Road consists primarily of open
space.

Sout hwest of the Gopius Huse, at thefoot of thehill where the ol d apple
orchard nerges with thewoods, i sthe Ford Huse (Lot #62:3, MC #124, Pnoto
#3), designed by Valter Gropius and Marcel Breuer, Associated Architectsand
bui I't between June and Septenber, 1939. Qccupyi ng t he sout hernnost parcel of
the VWdods End Road Historic District, thewood-frane house i stwo storiesin
height with a concrete block foundation, vertical tongue-and-groove siding,
and aflat tar andgravel roof. Originally white, theexterior siding i S now
painted alight grey. Mtal casenent sash andfixed glass formribbon w ndows
on the north andsouth el evations. Atwo-story projecting stairtower sheathed
with vertical siding domnatesthenorth elevation, andincludes an opening
for the house's main entrance at the base of its western wall. Theonly

el enent on the west el evation facing Vods End Road i s a projecting brick
chinmey; there are nowndows to break up thewall surface onthis

elevation. n the south elevation, sunscreens of redwood boards simlarto
those onthe Qopius Huse shade a flagstone terrace outside theliving room
at thefirst floor level, andrunthelength of theelevation to shade all
second floor w ndows. The house plan was designed to give prinmary living
spaces on both floors a southern exposure, while secondary spaces—corridors

N continued : -
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bathrooms, and stairhall— were relegated to the northern side of the house.
The original massing of the Ford House was changed with additions to the
eastern end in the 1950s or 1960s. The original maid's room and bath were
enlarged to accommodate a new kitchen. Casement windows in the former kitchen
on the south elevation were replaced with sliding glass doors when that room
became the dining room (see photo). Finally, a one-story, wood-frame addition
with a flat roof, containing a single eleven foot by sixteen foot room, was
constructed to connect the new kitchen with a new garage northeast of the
house. The second floor remains substantially as built. These additions do
not compromise the building's integrity to a significant degree.

A low granite wall constructed south of the house delineates the terrace of
the Ford House while blending with the natural features of the landscape
beyond. A small pond to the southeast was created upon the discovery of a
spring in the 1950s. While an integral part of the house's surroundings, the
pond was not present during the period of significance. Larch and japanese
cherry trees, as well as azaleas, have been planted on the property over the
years. The driveway approach to the house from the northwest is lined with
shrubs. The house has views of the orchard to the north and a distant wooded
ledge to the south.

The third house in the Woods End Road Historic District designed by the firm
of Gropius and Breuer is the Breuer House (1939, Lot #56:14, ML #123, Photo
#4). Situated south of the Loud House on the ledge, Breuer's house is two
stories, wood-frame, with vertical tongue-and-groove redwood siding and a flat
tar and gravel roof. Ribbon windows of alternating fixed and casement sash
are on the east and south elevations. A glass curtain wall constitutes the
window on the south wall of the double-height living room. Wood, glass, and
stone come together in the living room, where the fireplace is incorporated
into the curved west wall constructed of fieldstone. Generally, building
materials, hardware, and fixtures for the Breuer House were the same stock
items Gropius and Breuer used in their two other Woods End House designs.
Conceived as a bachelor's residence, the Breuer House has three main parts: a
one-story screened porch on the western end, the double-height living room in
the middle, and a two-story stack at the eastern end containing the dining
room, kitchen, maid's room, baths, and bedrooms. The main entrance is located
near the northeastern corner of the house and faces Woods End Road.

Subsequent owners with families constructed two additions in the late 1960s
and the 1970s: a one-story wing off the dining room on the east elevation and
a two-story block on the north elevation. Both additions are wood-frame on
concrete foundations with flat roofs. While the additions are not entirely

in keeping with the architects' original scheme, the house's tripartite
massing is still readily distinguished, particularly on the south elevation.
A one-story, wood-frame, two-car garage (ca. 1939, Photo #4) is north of the
Breuer House. The house, which is surrounded by open space and screened from
adjacent lots by pine trees, has views over the wooded area to the west.

continued
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South of the Breuer Houuse i s the Bogner House %gt #56: 13, WMC #125, Photo #5) 1
designed by Vélter F ner for hisfamly. two-story house, which was _
bui |t as aresearch problemand served as anodel for thearchitect's |ater I
work i npre-fabrication, has a balloon frane on a nodul ar basis. Vertical fir

boarding i stheexterior cladding, and Bogner naintained a natural wood finish J
bﬁappl I ng aPreser\_/atlve rather that painting thewalls white as onthe
three other International Style houses inthedistrict. The Bogner House has
a flat tar and gravel roof and a chinmey unobtrusively incorporated into a , 1
fieldstone wall that intersects theeast elevation at aright angle. Mst A 1 "

w ndows are steel casenent sash of fixed plate glass. The north el evation, re

only 200 feet fromtheBreuer House, i snearly devoid of wndows, with a

single pair of casenent wndows i nthekitchen. The essent|all¥ rectangul ar

plan of the house includes a sundeck on the second floor, southwest corner,

over.theliving room The deck i stopped with agrid of exposedjoists., A Lo >
continuous roof overhang on the south and west elevations shades the w ndows
bel ow fromt he hi sunmer sun. Onthe main (east) elevation, aflat-ro

canopy supported by netal col ums shields the aﬁproach t o t he entrance.

curvature of thenorthern end of this canopy, which also serves as theroof on

the adjacent attached garage, follows theline of the approaching driveway.

The only change i nthehouse' s exterior appearance since i tconstruction i n _
1939 i saone-story frane addition tothe garage that Bogner added i n 1959, "]

Like theother International Style houses i n the Vidods Bnd Road Historic

District, theBogner House i soriented for privacy, natural |ight, the best

Vi ews, and|ntePrat|on with the | andscape. house i ssituated with views

of the wooded slopes imediately west and south. Ashort fieldstone wall

extends theline of thechinmey wall and separates theentrance forecourt from :
the south garden. Awood trellis for wisteria i sattached tothe southeast

corner of the house beyond the fieldstone wall.

Archaeol ogy Description

Wi | e mfrehi storic sites arecurrently recorded on theproperty, it is

highly Iikely that sites are present. At least three sites have been reported

in thegeneral area (withinonemle). The physical characteristics of the

property, well-drained terraces nearly surrounded by wetlands and streans,

woul d have made this anattractive area fornative settlenents andsub
activities. Qven thelimted anount of historical developnent inthis area

and thefact that thenatural features of the |andscape were preserved during

housi ng construction, itishighly probable that sites are present. ~> R

continued
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There is also a potential for significant historical remains onthe property.
Background research, controlled festi n? and excavation nay help to determne
vhet her or not remmants of agriculturally related remains exist onthe

property, which contained apple and cherfy orchards at the tine of house
constructi on.

y::yM y



8. Statement of Significance Wnodyi End Rn”~d Historic ni'~trirt, T.incnin, Ma.s.sarhii.sett®:
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

O nationally Pxl| statewide fxI locally
Applicable National Register Criteria HH A [J]C | ID
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) CH A cuc [Z\f [XIG
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates

Archi tftcture
Community Planning and Develnprnftnt

Social  Hi.stnry
Cultural Affiliation
Significant Person Architect/Builder
Walter Gropius MaltPir Gnpius and Marcel Rreuer,

Associ ated Architects

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Woods End Road Historic District, Lincoln, Massachusetts, is a residential
enclave of seven buildings surrounding a cul-de-sac on a partially wooded, :
hilly site. All buildings contribute to the integrity of the district. The '
district's architect-designed houses illustrate various solutions to the
problem of designing a contemporary home in the late 1930s-- a time of
stylistic transition in American residential architecture-- yet each house's
exterior design displays an affinity with the New England tradition. Helen
Osborne Storrow, whose humanitarian gestures and philanthropic activities were
recognized throughout the greater Boston area in the early decades of the 20th
century, funded the creation of the Woods End Road enclave, and retained
ownership of all properties in the district until her death. Dominated by
Harvard University professors deeply interested in architecture, planning, and
social issues, the Woods End Road tenant community was the precedent for later
cooperative coiranunities of architect-designed houses in a neighboring town.
Widely published in popular publications and professional journals, the Woods
End Road houses are important for their contribution to a redefinition of the
American House type by the mid-20th century. The district is of exceptional
significance architecturally, containing three of the earliest houses designed
in the United States by internationally known architects and recent emigres
Walter Gropius and Marcel Breuer, including Gropius's owmn home where he
resided for thirty-one years until his death in 1969. In its architecture and
the relationship of buildings to each other and to the landscape, the district
is a well-preserved, physically distinguishable entity. Retaining integrity
of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association, the Woods End Road Historic District fulfills Criteria Band C
and Criteria Consideration G of the National Register of Historic Places and
is significant at the state and local levels, -
Located in a hilly, upland watershed area, Lincoln is an affluent suburban
town on the historic western axis of Boston. Formed as the second precinct of
Concord in 1746, the land within present town boundaries came from the Concord
grant (1635), Weston (1713, formerly Watertown), and Lexington (1713, formerly
Cambridge). Settlers in outlying sections of Lexington and Weston joined with
the second precinct of Concord to petition for a separate town, incorporated
f.f-r'. e BTISee continuation sheet j,,

1 NICAA
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Previous documentation on file (NPS): * '

| Ipreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)
has t>een requested
I previously listed in the National Register

Fx| See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:
State historic preservation office
Other State agency

I
| Ipreviously determined eligible by the National Register 0 Federal agency v >
| Idesignated a National Historic Landmark 1 ILocal government
| Irecorded by Historic American Buildings " - | IUniversity .
Survey # * other
| Irecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record # Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property 17 acres
UTM References
Lin J oL ) _
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
CLJJ 11l 3 L J L

Px] See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

See assessors map

| | See continuation sheet r-f'';

Boundary Justification

The district boundaries were drawn t oinclude thefive properties developedi n
the creation of theresidential enclave at Wods End Road i n 1938- 1939.

roI» o | 1See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

name/titteRefry Fri-Hh”.-rg” NR ni-rprtn-r/MHr with Kathleen A. Kelly S Margaret Martin/Lincoln
organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date M&rch 1938 Histori r.al
street & number 80 Boylston Street telephone 617-777-8470 Cnmmissinn
city or town Rnstnn state Massachusetts— zipcode 07116—
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as "Niptown", later Lincoln, in 1754. The town experienced steady growth
following the mid-18th-century formation of a town center and the creation of
local radial highways. Two-story Colonial, Federal, and Greek Revival
wood-frame houses predominated through the mid-19th century. Notable growth
in the 1880s occurred as wealthy Bostonians assembled country estates by
redeveloping former farms, particularly in the vicinity of South Lincoln.
These scattered estates and the small-scale expansion of the town center along
major roads brought a full range of late 19th-century high-style architecture
to Lincoln, with many Colonial Revival and Federal Revival houses in estate

., settings and more modest examples, including Queen Anne and eclectic
20th-century houses, at Lincoln Center and South Lincoln. Subdivisions of
country estates beginning in the mid-1910s continued through ca. 1940,
transforming open space along radial highways from Lincoln Center into

\ residential enclaves containing Colonial and Federal Revival style houses,

some bungalows, and the notable International Style houses of the Woods End

Road Historic District.

Helen Osborne Storrow (born 1864) provided the impetus for the development of
the Woods End Road enclave in the late 1930s. Mrs. Storrow was the wealthy
widow of James Jackson Storrow (1864-1926), a senior partner in the prominent
Boston banking firm Lee, Higginson & Co. at the time of his death. Mrs.

, Storrow's personal interest and financial backing were instrumental in the
completion of certain projects begun by her civic-minded husband, most notably
the 1928 enlargement and beautification project for the Charles River Basin,
created in 1910 between Boston and Cambridge. Between World War | and the
late 1930s, she provided financial and moral support to both the Massachusetts
and the International Girl Scouts organizations, and as Chairman of the Home
Department of the Eastern States Exposition, she financed the reconstruction |,
of 18th-century buildings on exposition grounds in West Springfield,

, Massachusetts. The recreated 18th-century village has since been named
Storrowton. Mrs. Storrow pursued a number of hobbies, including English
country dancing, and helped organize a United States branch of the English
Folk Dancing Society in 1914. Widely recognized for her philanthropic
activities, Mrs. Storrow held advisory positions with civic and charitable
organizations, and was the prime organizer and first president of The Woman's
City Club of Boston.

Although her main residence was on Beacon Street in Boston, Helen Storrow
maintained a country estate in South Lincoln, Massachusetts, consisting of
more than 130 acres of property that she and her husband had accumulated in
several parcels between 1896 and 1921. It was on nearly twenty acres of this
property that the Woods End Road district was developed. The estate extended
north and south of Baker Bridge Road, formerly known as Walden Road or in
deeds as "the Road from Waltham to Concord.” The Storrow mansion and stables
were constructed ca. 1905 on the north side of Baker Bridge Road,
approximately 3/4 of a mile west of Lincoln Center. Both buildings are now
owned by the Carroll School.

continued
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In 1937, Hlen Sorrow heard about Harvard University architecture professor
Vel ter Gopius and his desire to build ahouse i nLincoln froma miual

acquai ntance, architect Henry Snep}l]a? of the Boston firm Coolidge, Shepley,
Bui finch & Abbott. G opius, wWo just arrived fromEngland tojoin the
Departnent of Architecture at Hrvard's Gaduate School of Design, had been
renting aLincoln house on nearby Sandy Pond Road. Ms. Sorrow of fered
Gopi us the oPportunl ty toconstruct a house i nan orchard on her estate.

Ms. Sorrow financed the construction of the house, the design of whichwas
left entirely upto Gopius, and rented the Progertyto the Gopius famly for
nonthly installments equalling six percent of the total construction cost.
The Gopius's were also given an option to the property at alater date.
These terns Hlen Sorrow al so extended to John and Mry Loud, with womshe
had becone acquai nted through her dancing interests. anot her architect
and Harvard professor V@l ter . Bogner approached Ms. Storrowinlate 1933
regarding further devel opnent of her Lincoln estate, she allowed himto |ay
out a subdivision on her property, with aroad between the Gopius and Loud
Houses and si x adj acent | ots. e lot, at the corner of Baker Bridge Road,
becane the sideyard for the Gopius Huse, another defined the property
surroundi ng the Loud House, and houses were constructed on three others. The
sixth lot, Tocated at the southernnost end of the subdivision, consists of a
steep slope that has remained undevel oped (since incorporated into the Ford
HJuselot]p. The subdivision vas approved by the Town of Lincoln inearly
1939. Bogner chose alot at the end of the cul-de-sac for his own house.

In addition to the Gopius, Loud, and Bogner Hbuses, Ms. Sorrow financed two
nore houses for Harvard Professors. Mircel Breuer, whose bachel or residence
was built i1n1939, was an Associate Professor of Architecture. Janes Ford,
vihose house ves desi gned E{) Gopius and Breuer and also built in 1939, was a
Prof essor of Soci ol ogy. rd and hiswfe, Katherine Mrrow Ford—an aut hor
ad architectural consultant for Huse axd Grden nagazine-- shared an
intense professional interest inthe betterment of housi nP design and _
conditions inthe Uhited Sate inthe years preceding Vorid Ver |I. Snce the
rent and ultimately the purchase price of each house were based on the total
cons{ruc%! on cost, the future tenants were induced to economze i n design and
construction.

Tre devel opnent of Helen Storrows orchard was an architectural experinent.
Unlike other Lincoln subdivisions of the period, inwhich [ots were plotted
and sold outright, Ms. Sorrowretained owership of all buildings .
constructed on her estate. Sheinposed no restrictions, however, regarding
the appearance of the buildings, ad instead gave the prospectivetenants and
their architects conplete freedom to design as they chose. The result was a
visual |y cohesive district containi n(r;.varlous sol utions to the probl em of

desi 8nl ng acontenporary house on alimted budget. Athough Ms. Sorrow
found Gopius's architecture "sonewhat startling," (Storrowletter to Qopius,
1937) she wel coned the opportunity to introducehisalien architectural design
to the NewEngland |andscape. The Gopius's believed that wthout Ms.
Sorrows help, they never would have been able to get a nortgage on a house

continued
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of "such 'outrageous design'" as was finally produced (Ise Gopius, 3). Ms.
Storrow s openn ndedness, interest, and support permtted the construction of
the earliest enclave of International Style houses in Massachusetts.

Simlarly, the devel opment of the VWiods End Road Historic Districti s
significant as a social experinent. The tenants organized thensel ves early on
under the l|eadership of Walter Bogner, and dealt w th such conmon concerns as
a petition topave their road and maintenance. |t was the tenants who dubbed
the quiet cul-de-sac "Wods BEnd Road,” a reference tothe point at the end of
the road where the old orchard nerged with the wood t othe south. Sucha
cooperative effort anong residents of a single devel opnent is not known to
have occurred in Lincoln before the formation fothe End Foad
conmunity. The success of itsinformal organization of tenants contributed
to the creation a decade | ater of twoincorporated cooperative communities in
nearby Lexington, Six Nbon Hill (1948, MC #526-542, Area R and Five Fields
(1951, MC #564-571, Area U{M The houses of both conmunities were designed by
rof essional col | eagues of \Mlter Gopius, and the thirty-house conplex at Sx

Hill especially was inspired by the Wdods BEndRoad Enclave, The Widods
Ed Road Historic District nay also be of national significance, but
iﬂsuff|_0|ent docurentation prevents itsevaluation iy anational context at
this tine.

The Woods End Road district exhibits three solutions to a single design
problem: a house ina contemporary style that would be integrated with its
surroundings, and would provide for modem conveniences while still respecting
traditional values of house and home. Above all, economy of construction was
an incentive in the design process. Stylistically, the district's five houses
reflect the competition for dominance between traditional and progressive
architectural styles in the United States between the World Wars. Each house,
however, incorporates references to traditional New England architecture.

The Loud House represents the revival-style approach to the house design
problem. A resurgence in the popularity of revival-style architecture in this
period can be attributed to the fact that the forms of America's Colonial and
Federal styles especially were simple, functional, and classical-- traits
characteristic of 1930s design (Wilson, 303). As the district's most
traditional architectural design, the Loud House is important as a contrast tg
the four International Style houses.

The Bogner House reflects its architect's attempt to interject a sense of
romanticism into what he perceived as the dehumanized machine aesthetic of the
International Style as it was first practiced in Europe, then in America in ;
the 1920s and early 1930s. Incorporating texture and earth-tones into the
exterior design through the use of fieldstone and unpainted wood siding, the
Bogner House is more fully integrated with the landscape than International
Style houses of the late 1920s, whose white, ferro-concrete forms
distinguished them from their natural surroundings. In planning his house,
Bogner merged his conceptual understanding of the New England Colonial house

continued
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plan— a rectangle with an axis containing living units held together by a
hearth (Cormier, 35)-- with an appreciation for the flexibility of the
International Style's elevations and open space plan. This flexibility of
elevation and plan allowed Bogner to experiment with design on a modular
system, indicative of his developing interest in pre-fabrication.

The most architecturally progressive solution to the house design problem at
Woods End Road is seen in the three Gropius and Breuer designs, which adapt
the accepted European version of the International Style to the New England
landscape. The three houses are similar to Bogner's in that they reflect but
do not attempt to imitate New England's colonial architecture. Gropius and
Breuer utilized wood-frame construction, wood sheathing painted white, and
stone or brick hearths as prominent design features. The central hall of the
otherwise nontraditional Gropius House plan is further evidence of Gropius's
desire especially to acknowledge the New England tradition. Like the Bogner
House, the Gropius, Ford, and Breuer Houses exhibit the three major
distinguishing aesthetic principles of the International Style: a sense of
volume as opposed to solidity; regularity as opposed to symmetry; and detail
achieved through the intrinsic elegance of materials, technical perfection,
and fine proportions as opposed to applied ornament (Hitchcock and Johnson,
13). These four houses, in their vernacular interpretations of the
International Style, reflect a 1930s shift in the direction of the style's
development in Europe, away from the 1920s "white box" of ferro-concrete
construction and smooth structured surface. The Gropius, Ford, Breuer, and

;., Bogner Houses at Woods End are among the earliest buildings in the United

| States to display this trend toward the vernacularization of the International style.

Each of the architects of the five houses in the district was associated, by
training or professionally, with the faculty of the Department of Architecture
at Harvard University. Harvard played a major role in the move from

: historicism and electicism to a more progressive architectural style in the
United States during the 1930s. The departments of architecture, landscape
architecture, and city planning were combined to form a new Graduate School of
Design in 1935. Dean Joseph Hudnut invited first Walter Gropius, then Marcel
Breuer, to Harvard in 1937 in a conscious effort to rouse the architecture
department out of its traditional, Beaux-Arts saturated past. Once Gropius
and Breuer arrived in the United States, Harvard could boast the presence of
two key Bauhaus personalities and practitioners of the International Style on
its architecture faculty. As professors, Gropius and Breuer especially and
Bogner to a lesser extent were at the forefront of reforming architectural
design and education in the United States, in the late 1930s.

Born in Providence, Rhode Island, in 1899, Walter Bogner was trained in
architecture in Austria and at Harvard, where he taught from 1928 until his
retirement in 1966. Bogner, deeply involved in urban planning issues,
designed few private houses, focusing instead on institutional buildings and
housing complexes. He worked extensively in the standardization and
pre-fabrication of houses, and his own house in Lincoln served as a model for

continued
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his experiments in standardization. At Harvard, he worked closely with
colleagues Breuer and particularly Gropius, who shared Bogner's interest in
the planning (as opposed to the purely aesthetic) aspects of architectural
design. Bogner credits himself with the establishment of the Lincoln Planning
Board (Martin), and he was the chief organizer of the tenants in the Woods End
Road community.

A lesser known aspect of Bogner's teaching duties at Harvard involved his role
as a lecturer and design critic for the Cambridge School of Architecture and
Landscape Architecture. The Cambridge School, founded in 1916 by Harvard
architecture professor Henry Atherton Frost, offered professional training in
architecture and landscape architecture to women, who were not permitted to
attend Harvard. Independent at first, the Cambridge School later affiliated
with Smith College, a women's college in Northampton, Massachusetts, for the
purpose of awarding graduate degrees. The majority of the school's
instructors, however, continued to come from Harvard. Constance Mumford
Warren (1930- ), architect of the Loud House on Woods End Road, enrolled at
the Cambridge School in 1926, withdrawing one term short of completing the
course in April 1928. Constance Warren married shortly thereafter and moved
with her husband to South Lincoln, where she lived until the early 1940s. It
was at this time that she likely became acquainted with John and Mary Loud,
who were renting a house in Lincoln prior to their construction agreement with

Helen Storrow. Constance Warren's Colonial and Federal Revival houses in
Lincoln include four houses on Trapelo Road east of Lincoln Center in addition
to the Federal reproduction designed for the Louds at Woods End. These five
houses are evidence of the Cambridge School's emphasis on residential
buildings, and its requirement that beginning students learn design techniques
by executing measured drawings of historic dwellings (Anderson, Women, 31).
The source of Warren's Woods End Road design was a ca. 1800 Cape Cod house the
Louds admired. Constance Warren went on to work for the Boston Redevelopment
Authority in the 1960s.

Before coming to Harvard in 1937, Walter Gropius led an active and
internationally known architecture career in Europe. Born in Berlin in 1883,
he was chief assistant there in the architecture office of Peter Behrens from
1907-1910. He then had a private practice for four years before serving as an
officer in the German Army during World War |I. During the prewar years
Gropius earned an international reputation for his Fagus Factory at Alfeld
(1911). The revolutionary Fagus Factory incorporated elements that would
eventually define the International Style, among them glass curtain walls,
unrelieved cubic blocks, and corners left free of visible supports. Gropius
merged the state's academies of art and applied art at Weimar into a single
institution under the name "Bauhaus" (House of Building) in 1919, and served
as director from 1919-1925 at Weimar and from 1925-1928 at Dessau. The
emphasis of the Bauhaus training shifted from craft to industrial design
during Gropius's tenure, and his design for the school's new building complex

continued
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at Dessau (1925) parallels the Fagus Factory as a premer exanple of the
fusion of architecture and industrial design. Wth Hitler's rise to power,
Gopius left Gernany for England in 1928, where he practicedwth architect
Mexwel | Fryafter 1934, designing little of distinction before he left England
to teach at Harvard in 1937.  Qopius's earliest buildingsinthe Uited
States were designed in partnershipwth Mrcel Breuer fromlate 1937 to 1941.

Marcel Breuer was horn in Hingary in 1902 and cane t ostudy at the Bauhaus i n
« 1920, graduating in 1924. Breuer served as Master of the Bauhaus carpentry
shop from 1924-1928, and i s perhaps best known for his experinents in the

'\ design of tubular steel furniture. After four years of uncertain success i n
private architectural practice inBerlin, Breuer noved tolLondon in1935,

;  where he maintained abrief partnership with architect F.R S. Yorke. He
desi gned bent plywood furniture for a London manufacturer. Breuer em gra
tothe United States after receiving aninvitation toteach architecture a

; Harvard in1937. '

The firm of Valter Gopius and Marcel Breuer, Associated Architects, designed
four houses i n Massachusetts in 1938 and 1939 that define thearchitects'
regional expression of the International Style once they arrived in Anerica.
Vgods BEnd Historic District

Three of these houses arein the VWods End Road Historic District. The
fourth, the I—ta%gerty House (1938), is a beachfront hone i n Gohasset. These
four houses-- the earliest Dbuildingsdesigned by either Gopius of Breuer i n
the United States—constitute a honogenous group enploying thetraditional
New Engl and braced frame, wood sheathing, and |ocal stone Inwalls and floors
(Blake, 62). Qher Gopius and Breuer-designed residences todisplay this
vernacul ar idiomarethe Chanberlain Cottage in eyl and, Massachusetts (1939,
denol i shed), and the Frank House in Pittsburgh (1939-1940). The Frank House
marked the first time the firm enployed its regional expression of the
International Style outside Naw England. This regional expression nanifested
I'tself only in houses, virtually the only building type for which thefirm

* received coomssions. Wth the conpletion of the Frank House, Qopius and
Breuer's architectural style had begun t oevolve, from an adaptation of the
International Style that reflected a distinct regional buildi n(]; tradition, to
an identifiable house type that eventual |y transcended regional boundari es.
Four new American House types, all of which first appeared inthe |ate 1930s
and the 1940s, have been identified as having been "immediately and
extensively influential incurrent building, and of nmajor inport for future >
devel opnents”: the New England vernacul ar version of the European
International Stylecultivated by Gopius and Breuer; Frank Lloyd Wight's
"Usoni an" houses; the extrene netal and gl ass constructions of Mes's
Farnsworth Hbuse (designed 1946, built 1950), and Philip Johnson's @ ass House
(1949); and a Vést Coast redwood translation of the International Style
(Jordy, 168). Residential design inthis Vst Coast vernacul ar nost [ikely
began with architect Rchard Neutra (1892-1970), who forsook the snooth stucco
surfaces and steel constructionof his avant-garde, 1920s International Style

continued 'y v
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(Lovell House, Los Angeles, 1928) for the more indigenous redwood tradition
when he was asked to do so by a client in 1939 (Drexler and Hines, 21).
Gropius and Breuers' earliest residential buildings in the United States,
which are well represented in the Woods End Road Historic District, are
exceptionally significant for their role in the creation of a new, distinctly
American approach to the International Style, and as prototypes for subsequent
American residential designs beyond the New England region.

Gropius and Breuer's individual contributions to and influence over their
firm's architectural designs have been debated. |t appears that each man was
the primary designer of his own house in the Woods End Road enclave.

Gropius's house continues the machine-inspired, industrial orientation of his
Bauhaus designs of the mid-1920s. In fact, the Lincoln house was conceived in
part as a shell for the Gropius family's furniture, most of which was produced
at the Bauhaus before Gropius resigned as director there in 1928. The design
of the Lincoln house differs from that of the family's house at Dessau,
Germany (1925) primarily in its wood-frame construction and the incorporation
of natural materials in its exterior design. The Ford House shows little
development from the Gropius House, except for the move toward a more
irregular massing and a greater concern for texture on wall surfaces.

, This increasing emphasis on texture in the firm's building— an innovation in
Gropius's accustomed approach to architectural design-- has been attributed to
Breuer, who had already reached a critical turning point in the development of
his architectural style before his professional association with Gropius in

* the United States. In partnership with English architect F.R.S. Yorke, Breuer
designed the Gane Pavilion (1936) at the Royal Agricultural Fair at Bristol, a
widely-acclaimed exhibition house used to display groupings of modern
furniture. The building was significant as a demonstration of the aesthetic
possibilities achieved by the use of traditional materials-- local stone,
glass, wood-- in a modern structure. The continuously flowing space, glass
curtain walls, and break from the confines of the rectangular box plan seen at
the Gane Pavilion reappear in the Breuer House three years later. From 1936
on, Breuer routinely incorporated natural materials and wood framing in his
architectural designs (Blake, 56).

In Lincoln, Gropius achieved a new standard for residential architecture, his
own home serving as his definitive on the essence of a house (Cormier, 52).
None of the residential projects with which Gropius was involved in later
years reflect his personality and his aesthetic ideals as completely as his
own house, where he resided until his death in 1969. In addition to its

" contributing status within the Woods End Road Historic District, the Gropius
House is individually eligible for the National Register and significant at
the local, state, and national levels due to its superior architectural >
integrity and its importance as the work of a master. Gropius, who retired ,? >
from teaching at Harvard in 1952, was a founding partner of The Architects’
Collaborative (TAC) in Cambridge, with which he was actively involved from its
inception in 1945 until his death.

continued
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In Breuer's case, his Woods End Road house design, his residency in Lincoln,
and his eight-year tenure at Harvard University were all of a transitional
nature. Whereas the Gropius House is merely a reinterpretation of the
architect's former house in Germany in New England terms, the Breuer House
represents a specific phase in Breuer's developing residential style. This
style would become further defined with the design of two more houses for
himself in New Canaan, Connecticut, built in 1947 and 1951. Breuer founded
his own firm. Marcel Breuer and Associates, in New York in 1946. Like TAC,
Breuer's office designed buildings primarily on the East Coast, receiving some
international commissions in the late 1950s and the 1960s. Another similarity
between the two firms is the nature of their commissions, which were largely
for commercial and institutional buildings, with fewer residences in the years
following World War 11. Breuer, who retired in 1976, died in 1981.

By the late 1940s, the nature of the Woods End Road community had begun to
change. Following Helen Storrow's death in November 1944, the trustees of her
estate commenced the sale of the five rented Woods End properties to their
respective occupants. Three of the community's original tenants. Marcel
Breuer and James and Katherine Ford, had left by 1945. The Storrow trustees
sold the Ford House in 1945 and the Breuer House in 1946 to new residents.
These two houses, ownership of which passed through nine and three families
respectively, have consequently sustained the greatest alteration of the
district's five houses. Walter and Ise Gropius purchased their house in

1945; the house served as their sole American residence until Walter
Gropius's death in 1969 and Ise's death in 1983. The Gropius House in now
owned and operated as a house museum by the Society for the Preservation of
New England Antiquities (SPNEA). John and Mary Loud purchased their house
from the Storrow estate in 1947, and only recently has a second owner acquired
the house. Walter Bogner continues to reside at the house he and his wife
Edith purchased form the Storrow estate in 1947.

In 1970, the Woods End Road cul-de-sac was extended to provide access from
Baker Bridge Road to property along a new cul-de-sac known as Minor Street.
Much of this lower woodland south of Woods End Road has been preserved as
undeveloped space. A single house constructed ca. 1975 along Minor Street is
not visible from the historic district. The circle at the southern end of
Woods End Road has been maintained.

* Archaeology Significance '

Since the patterns of prehistoric occupation in Lincoln are poorly documented,
any surviving sites would be significant. Regional as well as local
significance might result from sites found in this area and their possible
association with sites along the Sudbury River, a known area of prehistoric
activity located about one to two miles to the west.

<k

Farm-related features (structures, trash pits, wells) are possible from the
18th to 20th centuries and could provide detailed information on the changing
social, cultural,and economic patterns that characterized rural life in
Lincoln. ,COI,,..". ;
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VWods End Road Historic Pistrict
M ddl esex County, Massachusetts

This enclave of seven architect-designed residences was sponsored
hy noted Boston-area philanthropist Helen Osborne Storrow inthe
| ate 1930s through 1945» sheretained ownership of all seven
ﬁropert[es until her death. Designed "by noted architects, these
ouses illustrated various solutions t o the problem of de5|?ning
a contenmporary, nodern residence inthe 1950s. CQOccupied mai noY
by Harvard professors interested inarchitecture, planning an
social issues, the enclave was a tenant community which served as
nmodel for |ater cooperative residential communities. Wdely
published in popular publications and professional journals, the
district isexceptionally important for itsassociation with the
redefinition of the Anerican house type in the md-20th

century. Additionally, the district I1ncludesthree of the
earliest house designs of Internationally acclaimed architects
Marcel Breuer andWalter Gropius, Including the hone i n which
Gropius lived for 31 .vears until his death in 1969.

The nom nation documentation supports the district's eligibility
for exceptional significance under criteria Band Cfor the areas
of architecture, social history, andcomunity developnent.
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May 27, 1988

Carol Shull
National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior
National Park Service
P.O. Box 37127
Washington, DC 20013-7127
Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed you will find the nomnation forns for thefollowng properties:
There arethree properties i nBoston: »
Eliot Hall; 7AEliot Street -V .
First Church of Janaica Plain;, 6 Eliot Street
Geek Qthodox Cathedral of NwEngl and; 520 Parker Street
Haverhill, Intervale Factory; 402 Rver Street '

Lincoln, Vidods End Road H storic District; 68 Baker Bridge Road, 1, 5, 9,
and 10 Wods BEnd Road

Lowel I, Merrinack-Mddle Streets Hstoric District (Boundary Increase);
Merrinack, Mddl e, Prescott, Central, and Market Streets;

A Hocumbbsford Building HO¥ 10283\WA
Vestry Building HPRGY¥ 1020/M\A A
D L. Page Building HRO¥ 1081IMA v '

Qui ncy, Massachusetts Fiel ds School ; Ranson Road and Beach Street;
HRO¥ 05/0-84-MA

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Tdmage, Executive Director, State Historic Presarvation Officer
SOBoylstonStreet, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617)727-8470

OfficeoftheSecretar> of Sate, Michael J.Connolly, S\a™Mory



They have been voted eligible by the Sate Review Board and have been signed

%/ the Sate Hstoric Preservation Gficer. Qwers were notified of pending
ate Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the neeting and vere

afforded the opportunity to conment. N conments have been received to date.

Sncerely,

Betsy Friedberg

National Register Director
Missachusetts H storical Gonmissi on
BH es

Encl osure

ry
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