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I'ndicate north
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UTM REFERENCE  MISKrLZO A/A-O 5Z0O
USGS QUADRANGLE MFWJWM
SCALE [:7.A)7rn

Town  Newton (VWest Newton)
Address 60 Highland Street

Historic Nane Second Church of Newton

Wse:  Present church
Oiginal sane

DESCR PTION

Date 1915-1916

Source Building Permt

Style Gothic Revival

Architect Allen & Collens

Exterior Vél| Fabric stone

Qut bui | di ngs none

My or Alterations (wth dates)

educational w ne-1938

Condi tion excel | ent
Mved no Cat e n/ a
Acreage IPS 768 sc.ft. C 25V

Setting hilltop site south of WMass. Pike
and \est Nevton Ivillase center; part

of residential neighborhood

Recorded by Candace Jenkins/ Susan Abel e
Organi zation Newton Historical Conm

Date 4/1987; rev. 3/1988



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

The Ssoord Church ofF NEYMn ppossessess integyrity of location, design, setting, materids,
worlcmendhip, feding and assodation. It is sgnificant as Newton's seoond church, and thus for
its assoddions with the dt'/'s early higory”. 1tis ds0 an important esmpie d Gathic Revivd
styleeodesiaaicd architecture bv the ng:tiondly noted Badon firm of X & Cdlas It megts
criteria A & C of the NRKP.

ARCHITECTURAL SISJIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms ot
other buildings within the community.

The Seood Chiirch of NeTin is afine example of the Gothic Re"Yd style desgne<i by the nationally noted
firm of Allen k Cdlens vhichpai'TiciUany "1 knoivn for its Gahc Revivd desgns. Itisamessve
SructLire condriK;;ted of uncoursed gray done vAth amadad limestone NMatartabde. The narow? buittressed
facade dgdd,” arecessed pante<3-ach entry 7/ith -sa-"ed double-lesf doors heeded by abl;3nli screen.
AldYe IS ah5e tanted”3rch "MindoT/ T/ith dained g-sss and daborate tracery. Gargoyles ;ad pinnedes ald
further embdlishment. Buttressss divide the 9de devations into four mth aoss gables surmounting
the for™ard mod belMs The bays “Xintam pomted-erch vmdo”N's"AXQ | dass A lissedsome to™Ver is

contain tracery, and ageeDle T/ith ca”¥ed crockets BE'Td the bell to*Ve. a right anglesto the reie isa
loiv half-timbered educationd Ting added m 1938 by Allen. Cdlens, & wiliis.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the
building relates to the development of the community.

The first megting house o the Saoond Church o Neton Vs built m 1764 dthough the town
‘v Wi- lormerly divided into an Hed and Wedt Parish until 177d. Asthe Wed Paish grew, a
new ssoond medting house wes built on Washington Sirest. At tihstime, 1546, the cater ar
tjwn government shifted from Neamton Catreto Wes Neamton and the origind ssoond medting
house wss renodded for ue & atov™n hal.

In 1906, membearsd the congregation began to condder erecting a new building and by 1913,
they hed purchesed a prominent Ste on Highland Streat overlooking the village of West Newton.
The foundation for Uie new church vs beaun on tiie |0th anniversary o the lavins o thie
foundation for their first medting house The cormerdone wes lad June 6, 1915 & dedicaion
took place Sgatember 27, 1916, Allen and Cdlas were architscisfor the project, with the well-
kromvTn Endlish Gathidst Hary Vaughn as conaultant. Chardles Canans aprincipd in tiiefiihm
"wes a Neve'n resdent. Cdlens ad his firm were regponghbie for other commissons in the city
induding the Nev/ton Gity Hdl and War Memarid completed in 1932 In 1936, the firm, tiien
known as Allen, Cdlas and VYillis added the educationd wing o the Saood Church

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES

Building Department Records 60 Highland Street
Oiu-Church: Its History, ItsBuilding. ItsSpirit
Beautiful Newton,-p. \C}7, Newton Times
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SECTION 32
BLOCK 4
Newton, NMANMPA
60 Hi ghl and Street
SBL: 32-4-1
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