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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Rob Morris Little Red Schoolhouse, built in lQﬁ7,
is a two stgry red brick structure, possessing some features
of the Feddral style of architecture. The building measures
60' by 30", and consists of two large rooms on the first floor;
‘whereas, the second floor is comprised of only one room. Therd
are fireplaces on the east and west walls on both floors. The
upstairs of the building was orlglnally used as dormitory
space, with the first floor serving as classrooms.

A considerable amount of restoration has been com-
pleted on the building by the Grand Chapter of MlSSlSSlppl,
Order of the Eastern Star, since it acquired the property in
1959. The original brick has been cleaned and waterproofed.
During the work, the original cornerstone was revealed and was
preserved in place. The tin roof, used on the building when
it served as a public school, was removed and replaced with a
roof of wooden shingles. Shutters were reconstructed and in-
stalled on the windows., Two windows on the top floor of the
west end of the building, bricked in through the years, were
restored to complement the original windows. The stairway,
leading from the front entrance, has been reconstructed, with
new flooring being installed on the second floor.

All of the outbuildings, which had been placed near
the school during the Depression years, have been removed.
Still remaining t@ the east of the building is a cistern and
cistern house. The Grand Chapter installed a chain-link fence
around the property in 1959 and also constructed an open-air
pavilion back of the building in 1962,

33§

SNOIT1DO2NndlLsSNI



INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

] Pre-Columbian| ] 16th Century [J 18th Century (] 20th Century
7] 15th Century [ 17th Century [X 19th Century
'SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1847-1959
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal .« K] Education * - [ Political 3 Urban Planning
[} Prehistoric ] Engineering [ Religion/Phi- [1 Other (Specify)
[ Historic [ industry losophy © ___Fraternal
1 Agriculture O Invention [} Science :
[1 Architecture ] Londscape {} Sculpture -
] Art Architecture 1 Social/Human-
[ Commerce [J Literature itarian
[} Communications & Military [] Theater
{3 Conservation ] Music ] Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Rob Morqis Little Red Schoolhouse, as it is
commonly known today, was built in 1847 to house the Rich-
land Literary Institute. On February 7, 1848, a special act
of the Mississippi State Legislature changed the name of the
school to the Eureka Masonic College, which never became more
than a high school.

Dr., Robert Morris came from Oxford, Mississippi,
to serve as principal of the new school, and it was here
that he conceived the idea of the organization of the Oypder
of the Eastern Star. This building, therefore, is recogni-
zed by the Eastern Star organization as its birthplace;
though Morris' actual writing of the Order's ritual took
place in Jackson, Mississippi.

Morris began his Masonic career when he was initiat-
ed into the Lodge of Masons at Oxford, March 5, 1846. In 1849,
he was named Grand Chaplain of the Grand Chapter of Missis-
sippi; and, in 1850, Morris founded the Order of the Eastern
Star. - I

Tradition has it that during the C1v11 War, the build
ing was used temporarily as the headqugrters for Company C,
15th Mississippi Infantry, which was mustered into service in
Holmes County. After the war, the building was converted into
a public school for Negroes, which remained in operation until
the end of the 1958-1959 school year. On July 9, 1959, the
Holmes County Board of Supervisors leased the land to the
Grand Chapter of Mississippi, Order of the Eastern- Star; and,
on August 5, 1968, title to the property was vested-in the
Grand Chapter., ”he Chapter has since proceeded»wlth the rest—
oration of the building as a historic shrlne.




Ereemason Monthly Magazine, December, 1847. (Boston, 1847),
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- ) . o .
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been : /
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forth by the National Park Service. T =
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Elbert Hilliard, Director, Div. of Historic Sites and Archaeology
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