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1. Name of Property 
historic name F.A. Whitney Carriage Company Complex Hi.sforir r)̂•«;fr̂•r̂  
other names/site number 

2. Location 
street & number off 124 Water Street N U J Q̂*" publication 

city, town Leominster ^bft} vicinity 

state MA code 025 county Wor re .q re r code 027 zip code 0 1 / , 53 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
PTI private 
I I public-local i 
I I public-State 
I I public-Federal 

Category of Properly 
I I building(s) 
[ x l district 
I I site 
I I structure 
I I object 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing 

21 

1 

Noncontributing 
. buildings 
. sites 
. structures 
. objects 
Total 

Name of related multiple property listing: 
N/A 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the Nationai Register Q 

4. State/Federal Agency Cert i f icat ion 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
nomination CH request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the property I ? ] meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Oat4 Signature of certifying official 
Executive Director, Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission; 

State or Federal agency and bureau State Historic Preservation Officer 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Parle Service Cert i f icat ion 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

F71 entered in the National Register. 
I I See continuation sheet. 

I I determined eligible for the National 
Register. | ^ See continuation sheet. 

I I determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

• removed from the National Register. 
EH other, (explain:) 

6i 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use F.A. Whitney Carr iage Complex H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t . Leomins ter . MA 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

— I n d u s t r y / m a n u f a c t u r i n g f a c i l i t y 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Domestic/multiple d w e l l i n g 

Work i n progress 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) ' ' 

Late Victorian-Second Empire; 
Romanesque 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation 
walls 

unknown 
wood 
b r i c k 

roof _ 
other 

unknown 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The F. A. Whitney Carriage Ccanpany Complex Historic D i s t r i c t , Leominster, is a 
cohesive grouping of twenty-seven frame and brick industrial buildings and 
five related industrial structures. A l l are clustered on a twelve-acre site 
along the eastern bank of the Monoosnock River, within a mixed 
coitunercial/industrial area l/4^nile east of Leoninster's downtown center. The 
major m i l l buildings range from Second Empire to early 20th Century 
U t i l i t a r i a n i n their designs. Only six structures are intrusions ard a l l of 
these are small, minor i n f i l l and additions. 

The ccatiplex is ccmprised of a mixture of large wood-frame and brick m i l l 
buildings of three- and four-story height. The highlight of the d i s t r i c t i s 
the twD-story Building #2a, a Second Empire-style design with a distinctive 
cupola. Originally the company office, i t i s situated at the center of the 
m i l l ccmplex. As the complex evolved, nost of the major m i l l buildings were 
situated to face onto the millyard which surrounds this structure. Building 
#7 is a four-story brick m i l l with tJiree-story arched r e l i e f vAiich creates a 
strong edge along Water Street at the complex's southerly side. I t s prominent 
location increases the ccxiplex's v i s i b i l i t y from surrounding areas. 

The conplex's topograj*iy i s f a i r l y level at the southern edge, with a 
noticeable downward slope from tihe rear of the m i l l buildings to t±ie northern 
wooded edge. An open driveway extends from Water Street into the center of 
the millyard at Building #2. A long expanse of building mass defines the 
center of the d i s t r i c t (Buildings #1, #2, and #3), while a number of 
freestanding structures (Buildings #5 and #6) with open space surrounding them 
define i t s western side. Behind the mills to the north and east is a large 
unpaved l o t , vAiich formerly contained a variety of small wooden storage sheds 
and wagon sheds. 

m See continuation sheet 
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Ihe complex's architectural distinctiveness derives from the cohesiveness of 
i t s styles, massing, and materials. At i t s center are two wood-frame 
three-story mills with Second Empire-style headhouses. Buildings #2 and #5. 
Ihe majority of other buildings are sizable four-story brick mills with large, 
regularly spaced window bays along a l l elevations. Minor differences in 
window design, bay delineation, and cornice design distinguish the varying 
mills, with the exception of Building #7, which exhibits highly pronounced 
Rcsnanesque Revival motifs as i f to announce the mill's presence to the 
surrounding area. 

The Monoosnock River runs along the complex's west and north edges, providing 
a wooded backdrop on these two sides of the d i s t r i c t . To the south is Water 
Street, a busy two-lane t r a f f i c route to the downtown and an area once lined 
with m i l l complexes and now of mixed industrial/ccaranercial character. 
Defining the complex's eastem edge is Whitney Stxeet, v\*iich separates i t from 
another m i l l complex to the east. 

These boundaries represent the historic as well as current property lines of 
the F. A. Whitney Carriage Company parcel. They create a d i s t r i c t both 
visually and geographically distinct from adjacent areas. The complex's 
massing provides strong building lines along Water and Whitney Streets to 
clearly define these edges. The river and woods to the north and west are a 
natural separation from otiher parcels i n these directions. 

The m i l l complex is presently being rehabilitated for residential use. Some 
of i t s buildings were p a r t i a l l y vacant while others were sublet for a variety 
of l i g h t manufacturing uses over the past 30 years. Building conditions are 
generally f a i r to good since the complex has been maintained i n at least 
pa r t i a l use. Two of the earliest wood-frame mills. Buildings #2 and #5, were 
altered from ridge roof three-story structures to f l a t roof four-story 
buildings ca. 1920. Inappropriate asbestos shingle siding has replaced tihe 
clapboards on a l l the frame buildings. Ihe long open elevations of the Lumber 
9ied, Building #6, have been i n f i l l e d and sided. A simple concrete-block Dry 
Shed and Kiln dating from the 1940s (Buildings #9 and #10) replaced earlier 
kilns on this site. Building #28, the Finished Goods Warehouse, 1929, lacks 
the exterior design qualities and careful choice of materials that 
characterize the earlier buildings in the canplex. I t was poorly constructed 
and now has major structural deficiencies. Two-thirds of the original siding 
was replaced by corrugated metal siding. 

The site has not been greatly cihanged except by removal of the rear sheds and 
garages and by increased pavement around most of the buildings. The original 
pov^erhouse and a l l i t s equipnent were removed i n the early 1960s. Only a few 
remaining timbers survive as a site (map #15), the old powershed ruin. I t is 
unlikely that significant archeological data or resources survive. 

(continued) 
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Ihe complex's historic industrial a c t i v i t i e s revolved around the processes 
required for the manufacture of baby carriages and i n later years juvenile 
furniture and do l l carriages. The mill's s i t i n g close to Monoosnock River was 
c r i t i c a l to i t s early use of vater to generate power to run i t s saws and 
machinery. A small powerplant (#15) was situated alongside the river, and a 
large dam ( s t i l l p a r t i a l l y intact but inoperable) (#13) was constructed by the 
company in 1872 to control the water flow. Water was diverted through the 
powerplant by means of a granite-lined raceway. In 1876, one of the f i r s t 
turbine wheels with a draft tube was installed. None of this early equipment 
survives, although water s t i l l flows through the raceway. 

The earliest m i l l building on the site was erected i n 1868 but is no longer 
extant. Ihis 60' x 30' gable-roof structure was bumed in 1909. The 
surviving m i l l buildings are of typical m i l l construction representative of 
the different periods during v*iich they were b u i l t . Although not innovative 
in design, they are a handsome assemblage of strxx^tures of compatable scale, 
materials, and massing; with large wall areas of rhytihmic window pattems, 
which clearly show their industrial past. 

Ihe oldest remaining structure is Building #2, constructed i n 1872 as the 
company office and a major manufacturing space. I t s front wing is a small, 
two-story. Second Empire building, 20' x 40', four bays wide and two bays 
deep. Originally faced i n clapboards, i t is now clad i n asbestos shingles. 
Ihe design features 8/8 double-hung sash and a later, two-column, flat-roofed 
entrance porch on the east side. The mansard roof has two segmental-arched 
dormers in each long elevation. Atop the roof is a cupola with a bracketed 
cornice and round-arched windows. At the south side, a covered wood and steel 
bridge extends from the dormer window across the millyard to Building #5. A 
later loading dock and rear e l l have been added to the west elevation. 

Ihe main portion of Building #2 is also a wood-frame structure with asbestos 
shingle siding. I t was originally a two-story gable-roof structure but was 
raised to three stories with a f l a t roof ca. 1920. Ihe main elevation faces 
south and is twelve bays wide, with 8/8 window openings i n a l l bays. 

In 1890, an addition to Building #2 was erected. Ihis portion, 2c, is of 
similar size and scale to the earlier m i l l . I t was originally three stories 
with a mansard dormered roof, but the mansard was removed i n the late 1920s. 
Ihe south facade is eight bays wide and has 8/8 windows at each level. An 
entrance door i n the second west bay p a r t i a l l y retains the original gabled 
hood. A rear addition to Building #2, 2b, was b u i l t i n 1900 and 1912 and is 
of four stories with a f l a t roof. The northwest portion has four bays with 
8/8 windows while the northeast part has six bays, more closely spaced, and 

(continued) 
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each with a four-light transom above 8/8 sash at the three lovyer stories. The 
top floor has 4/4-light transoms above the 8/8 sash. The two west bays at 
ground level have been used as loading dcxors. 

Building #5 was also erected i n the 1870s as manufacturing space. I t repeats 
the same massing as Building #2, a rectangular m i l l with a small mansard-roof 
block centered on the facade. I t too was originally gable-roofed and of two 
stories but was raised to tihree stories with a f l a t roof ca. 1920. The 
asbestos-shingled exterior and 8/8 windows are extremely deteriorated. Ihe 
west elevation features a one-story addition along i t s f u l l length with a 
sawtooth-monitor roof and 8/8 windows with four-light transoms across i t s six 
nortih bays. 

Ihe Second Empire portion, 5a, is of two-bay width arxi depth. I t has one 
pedimented dormer in each of the three mansard elevations. I t s windows are 
8/8. A one-story, flat-roofed porch supported by four plain wood columns 
extends across the two bays of the south elevation, where the entrance is 
centered between the two windows. 

Ihe Lumber Shed, Building #6, was ccanpleted i n 1884, sixty feet to the 
northv\est of Building #5. I t is 177' x 45', a mammoth frame structure with a 
wood truss roof to allow a minimal number of interior columns. Ihe long side 
elevations consist of eleven regularly spaced bays of sixteen-foot width, 
separated t y posts with diagonal comer bracing. The sixteen-foot openings 
were more recently i n f i l l e d with wood plank and an eight-light window in 
alternating bays. Ihe entire exterior was then sheathed i n roll-type siding. 
There i s a small center entrance i n the north wall. 

Ihe brick Boiler Plant, Building #16, was b u i l t in 1900 at the northwest edge 
of the d i s t r i c t , s l i g h t l y removed from the major manufacturing structures of 
that time. Ihe building was the f i r s t fireproof masonry structure i n the 
complex, a requirement of i t s function. Ihe exterior is of sinple u t i l i t a r i a n 
design, 1 l/2-stories with a gently sloped roof with the beam ends exposed at 
the cornice. Ihe west elevation looking out over the river has five large 
window openings with multi-light steel sash. Ihe north elevation has a single 
steel-sash window and a steel door at i t s west edge. The east elevation has 
two small multi-light steel windows near the roofline and brick pilasters 
defining i t s four bays. A t a l l rectangular brick chimney with a corbelled cap 
is attached to the exterior wall. The adjoining Engine Room, D, is a brick 
i n f i l l structure with a f l a t roof and numerous rooftop additions, b u i l t in 
1943 and i s considered noncontributing. 

(continued) 
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Between 1909 and 1922, a l l of the major brick m i l l buildings were erected, 
vAiile tJie existing frame structures were integrated into a new production 
plan. The new brick buildings changed the millyard's visual character 
dramatically: from a small, 2 l/2-acre site with four freestanding wood mills 
to a twelve-acre site dominated by substantial four-story brick mills with 
long expanses of wall with rhythmically spaced window openings. 

Building #7 was the f i r s t and most elaborately designed of the new brick 
mills. Ccsnpleted i n 1909, i t fronts directly on Water Street, for the f i r s t 
time creating a strong visual presence for the complex within the rhythm of 
other substantial m i l l structures b u i l t along Water Stireet in recent decades. 
Ihe mill's massing consists of a raised rectangular three-story front block 
with Rcmanesque Revival detailing, with the entrance facing west, 
perpendicular to the street. To i t s rear i s a long L-shaped m i l l that is set 
back twenty feet along Water Stireet and then jogs east at Whitney Street, 
extending for another 175 feet. 

Ihe front block was originally five bays wide but was carefully enlarged to 
eight bays i n the mid-1920s. The raised entrance i n the t h i r d north bay 
retains i t s wood-columned porch and railings. Ihe facade is enriched by 
two-story brick pilasters between bays, which are capped by round arches faced 
in granite. Granite s i l l s at the lower levels and a granite s i l l course at 
the upper story are employed. Ihe building has a corbelled brick cornice 
topped by a granite band. The windows are paired sets of double-hung sash 
within each rectangular opening, with 4/4 l i ^ t s . The f i r s t - s t o r y sash in the 
front wing were designed with and s t i l l retain l / l sash. 

Ihe rear wing of Building #7 reverts to a less exuberant m i l l design. Paired 
4/4 windows are placed beneath segmental-arched openings with brick heads. 
Granite s i l l s are used and the corbelled brick cornice matches the cornice 
design of the front block. 

Of 1914 date is Building #3, a 122' x 50' brick building v^hich formed the 
juncture between Buildings #2 and #7. Facing Whitney Street, i t s east 
elevation is three bays wide witih a very slight gable peak. There are large 
multi-light steel sash in each bay of the three lower stories, and a single 
centered opening of matching design i n the upper story. Ihe three-story wing 
(map 3a) (1929) to the north is four bays wide with a small 8-light sash i n 

, a l l bays except for a single door i n the second north bay. 

(continued) 
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Building #4 is a freestanding building near the easterly end of the inner 
millyard. Built i n 1920, i t is a three-story block with a f l a t roof. Across 
the ei^t-bay facade, large steel windows at each story are set witihin 
three-story-high recessed brick panels formed by the full-height pilasters 
between bays. Ihe building has a simple brick comice. An unattractive 
corrugated metal enclosure has been added i n the west bay of the ground 
floor. Two similar corrugated passages abut the north elevation and detract 
from the original massing of the building. 

Building #1 was b u i l t i n three stages between 1917 and 1922 on the site of 
earlier frame structures. Building #1, with i t s la and 1̂  addition wings, 
forms a 2 1/2-story L-shaped brick building to define the northwest side of 
the millyard. The f l a t roof, corbelled brick cornices, and large, 
segmental-arched window openings are typical of early 20th-century m i l l 
ccxistruction. Ihe 1 and la wings have paired 8/8 wood sash in each opening, 
vdiile a later addition has multi-light steel sash. Ihree original loading 
door bays remain i n the l a facade. 

To the north, the l b and Ic wings (1922) extend the building's size to another 
sixteen bays. This wing i s three stories h i ^ and has segmental-arched 
openings at the upper story but straight l i n t e l s at the lower two floors, a l l 
with concrete s i l l s . The windows are an unusual 4/4 double-hung steel sash. 

Ihe complex also contains a number of minor structures which are siitple sheds 
and outbuildings of marginal architectural significance. These include: 
Building #8, a Storage House; Building #24, a Garage; and Building #28, the 
Finished Goods Warehouse. 

Ihere are only nine structures and sites clearly identifiable as 
noncontributing elements. Building #7A (1909) i s a one-story wood shed 
attached to the courtyard side of Building #7. I t is faced i n corrugated 
metal and has a f l a t roof. Building B (1955) i s a small concrete blcx;k office 
on the east elevation of Building #7, also distracting from the bay pattern 
above. Building C, the enclosed entry to the dry shed, is a concrete block, a 
flat-roofed mass dating from ca. 1935. I t has no merit and conceals the 
comer of Building #1. Building D i s a series of brick and wood i n f i l l pieces 
at the west side of the power-plant. Used as an engine room, i t has been 
modified frequently and has no continuity with adjoining structures. Ihe 
chainlink fence, E, at Building #28 i s an inappropriate mcxlem intrusion. Ihe 
footbridge, F, behind Building #16 is a sinple, f l a t span, worn and not safe 
for passage. Building #9, Drying Kiln and Building #10, Dry Shed were both 
cxxistructed i n the 1940s and are therefore not of sufficient age to 
contribute; they are of minor architectural significance. Finally, the 
integrity of the powershed (#15) site has not been f u l l y analyzed at present 
and i t is therefore considered noncontributing; future research may lead to a 
re-evalution of i t s status. 

(continued) 
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Archaeological Description 

While no prehistoric sites are currently recorded on the property, i t is 
possible that sites are present. One known site has been recorded i n the 
general area (within one mile). Ihe physical characteristics of the 
property—a well-drained terrace overlooking Monoosnock Brook, a tributary 
stream of the Nashua River—^may have made this an attractive area for native 
subsistence and settlement. In general, however, the potential for 
significant archaeological remains, either prehistoric or historic, seems low, 
as a result of extensive industrial development i n tihe area. Significant 
archaeological remains of the complex's early water system may s t i l l remain. 

Archeological remains of the complex's early waterpower system may be 
significant by detailing how the system worked, particularly how i t channeled 
powsr to the various m i l l buildings. Archeological evidence of modifications 
of the system may also be important i n detailing how the mills adapted to 
changes i n technology over time. 
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Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

n nationally I I statewide PH locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria P H A I | B P H C I | D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) Q A Q B ^ C • £ Q F I I G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
I n d u s t r y 1872-1937 

Architecture 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 
N/A N/A 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

Ihe F. A. Whitney Carriage Company Complex Historic D i s t r i c t , Leominster, 
Massachusetts, played an instrumental role i n the industrial development of 
Leominster for neairly a century and produced a product, baby carriages, which 
had a national market. Established i n 1858, tihe company remained i n 
production t h r o u ^ the Depression, with i t s heyday (and the majority of ^ : 
buildings i n the complex) being between 1872 and the mid-1920s. Ihe complex . , 
consists of twsnty-seven frame and brick buildings on twelve acres of land; ,,'! 
together, these buildings exenplify the evolution of manufacturing f a c i l i t i e s 
from the second half of the nineteenth to the early twentieth century. Ihis 
interval coincides with the most intense period of industrialization, 
eooncmic, and population growth of the canmunity. Collectively, the buildings 
of the Whitney Carriage Cositpany embody distinctive characteristics of late 
nineteenth- and early twentieth-century m i l l construction as well as the 
overall plan and purpose of the mill's manufacturing prcxress. Ihe complex 
retains integrity of location, design, setting, and materials, as well as 
associations with i t s founder, Francis A. Whitney, one of Leominster's roost 
successful and famous businessmen, and with an important local industry for 
nearly a century. I t f u l f i l s Criteria A and C of the National Register of 
Historic Places on the local level. 

Ihe complex is located i n the southeast section of downtown Leominster, a 
community whose early agrarian history was succeeded by considerable 
industrial growth from 1800 onward. Ihe town was f i r s t settled i n 1701 as 
part of the town of Lancaster, and i t did not become a separate town u n t i l 
1740. I t s early agrarian livelihood was gradually canbined with local 

See continuation sheet 
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industries, the f i r s t of these being the comb industry which started i n 1775. 
CcHitpletion of several new turnpikes, the F i f t h Massachusetts Tumpike i n 1800 
westward to Greenfield and the Union Turnpike i n 1808 eastward to Harvard and 
connecting as far east as Concord and Cambridge, improved travel greatly. By 
1845, the Fitchburg Railroad Company had service to North Village and two 
years later the Fitcihburg and Vtorcester line serviced the town center. A 
piano industry was started i n 1845, and several other piano shops started up 
in the next decade. Manufacturing shops were located close to the downtown 
and new railroad stations. 

The F. A. Whitney Carriage Ccaspany was established i n 1858 by Francis A. and 
Francis W. Vfliitney, two cousins. In 1858, F. W. Whitney, a young 
entrepreneur, convinced his cousin F. A. Whitney that they could manufacture a 
line of baby carriages similar to tihe superior design and construction of a 
product he had recently seen i n Greenfield, Massachusetts. The ccanplex's 
develcpnent coincided with the entrepreneurial s k i l l s of the company's two 
foianding cousins, as well as wit±i the burgeoning market for baby carriages 
created by the advent of cleaner, safer, and smoother c i t y streets and 
sidewalks as c i t i e s across the nation became more urban and more conscious of 
public amenities. I t s growth during the next half century coincided with tJie 
most intense period of industrialization, economic prosperity, and population 
growth of the community. Operations were begun i n the basement shop of the 
Lockey Piano Factory on Mechanic St:reet. A f i r e i n 1862 destroyed that shop, 
and the Whitneys relocated to buildings on Water Street at the site of the 
former depot. When again forced to vacate i n 1868, the company purchased part 
of the old Houston Estate, known as "Paradise" because of i t s picturesque 
setting along Monoosnock Brook, for construction of a new m i l l . 

This new site was favored for i t s access to water power but was considered 
remote from the downtown. Until the f i r s t Water Street bridge was erected 
several years later, finished goods from the factory had to be hauled across a 
path through the woods to the r a i l depot. Nonetheless, i n 1872, a 
nineteen-foot dam was b u i l t , and i n 1876 one of the f i r s t turbine wheels with 
a draft tube was installed. The harnessing of the river's maximum potential 
enabled the firm not only to expand i t s own production f a c i l i t i e s but also to 
s e l l power for a time to four other nearby mills. 

The plant quickly expanded with the addition of Buildings #2 and #5 i n tihe 
1870s. By the tum of the century, these f i r s t few frame buildings had been 
outgrown. Siibstiantial masonry m i l l buildings for offices and production were 
added while the older buildings were also enlarged and integrated with the 
newer ones. Mditional production, storage, and outbuildings were added . 
during the 1910s and 1920s, when the baby carriage business peaked. 

(continued) 
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Production of carriages rose from 500-600 i n the f i r s t year to 1,200 in 1871, 
35,000 in 1888 and 200,000 i n 1918. By 1923, the plant consisted of 29 
structures, i t produced 114 different styles of carriages, and i t enployed 
300-400 workers. 

The company was reorganized i n 1885, 1886, and 1888. In 1898, F. A. Whitney 
resigned and Joseph P. Holman became president. Ifolman had l i t e r a l l y worked 
his way up through the m i l l , from being F. A. Whitney's stable boy to m i l l 
superintendant and f i n a l l y to president. By 1905, Holman had acquired a l l of 
the Whitney shares and the connection between the firm and the Whitney family 
was severed. 

Several innovations i n tJie product line and i n technology contributed to the 
firm's continued dominance of the industry from the 1870s onward. In 1881, 
the f i r s t reed carriages were made, largely replacing the earlier wood and 
upholstery styles. In 1900, the production line was expanded to include d o l l 
carriages to keep eitplcyees at work during the usually slack summer period. 
Furtlfer diversification i n the late 1920s and 1930s was dictated by economic 
slowdowns. Expansion into the related fields of juvenile furniture, hampers, 
and bathroom accessories was done to maintain production in' the plant. 

Ot±ier significant inventions by the firm included the f i r s t reversible handle, 
patented i n 1872 by William B. Whitney. A new steel suspension spring and an 
an t i - f r i c t i o n wheel fastener were also invented here. In 1904, a substitute 
fiber for reeds was developed. This became crucial to production during World 
War I when German reeds became unavailable. Looms and specialized machinery 
were devised to weave tihe new fiber and were produced for sale to other 
manufacturers. By 1923, fiber carriages comprised seventy-five per cent of 
the firm's work. 

The conpany was the only producer of baby carriages i n Leominster. Although 
the architectural character of the m i l l buildings is not unique to the 
particular industry, the complex's design was adapted from the specific stages 
and processes within the production schedule. In the 1920s, the company 
brochure boasted that a carriage could be b u i l t from start to finish without 
ever going outside. 

Other industries i n the community were independent and unrelated to the baby 
carriage industry. First the comb and piano industries and later such things 
as shirts, machinery, and plastics created a diversified economic base. This 
diversification h i s t o r i c a l l y served to mitigate economic hardships caused by 
ups and downs in any one industry i n the community. 

(continued) 
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The specific technological innovations developed by the firm helped their own 
production capacities as well as those of competitor firms elsewhere i n the 
country. Most of the innovations were patented, part of the reason the firm 
eventually became the largest producer of baby carriages i n the United 
States. The ccat^jany's rise to national prominence and i t s technological 
advances peaked around the turn of the century. By the late 1920s, 
diversification into semi-related fields such as juvenile and bathroom 
accessories resulted from decreased demand for carriages, foreshadowing the 
company's eventual closing i n 1952. 

Although the firm remained i n operation u n t i l the 1950s, i t never f u l l y 
recovered from the Depression of the 1930s. The coming of the automobile was 
even more directly to blame for the decline i n sales, as pedestrian travel no 
longer served as the primary means of transporting young children. After the 
company closed i n 1952, the buildings were subleased for various manufacturing 
and storage functions. 

The con$)lex's association with F. A. Whitney illustrates the contribution of 
one of the community's most prominent citizens during the late nineteenth 
century. As a self-made man, Francis A. Whitney was a founder of several 
important local firms. In addition to the carriage company, he was 
instrumental i n the development of the Whitney Reed Chair Co., Wachusett Shirt 
Co., and the United States Thread Co. Born in nearby Westminster i n 1830, he 
came to Leominster i n 1857 to work i n a piano factory. One year later, he 
joined his cousin i n starting the baby carriage shop that would soon become 
the F. A. Whitney Carriage Conjiany. 

In addition to developing this firm, Whitney served from 1882 u n t i l 1912 as 
president of the Wachusett Shirt Co.. He never held public office, by choice, 
but frequently served as an advisor i n civic a f f a i r s . His residence at 127 
Merriam Avenue was one of the most conspicuous Queen Anne-style homes i n the 
community. In later years, he became a gentleman farmer, raised peaches and 
constructed a lake i n Leominster (Vfliitney Lake) which he stocked for sport 
fishing. 

The cxMtplex's architectural iitportance derives from the combination of 
wood-frame and masonry structures, which create a cohesive, visually pleasing 
arrangement through tiheir harmonious designs, scale, massing, and placement on 
the site. 

Buildings #2 cind #5 are the earliest extant structures and reflect mid 
nineteenth-century m i l l construction. Their original clapboard exteriors and 
mansard-roofed front blocks typified the small scale and sinplified design 
detailing appropriate for a company s t i l l of modest means. The handsome 
cupola design of Building #2 shows an attention to detail somev̂ Aiat unusual for 
an industrial building of this type. 

(continued) 
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The design of Building #7 was clearly intended to make a strong statement of 
the company's importance within the siarrounding industrial area. The 
four-story Romanesque Revival structure presents a high degree of granite trim 
and decoration for a tum-of-the-century m i l l . I t s role i n housing the 
company offices also probably prompted the more iitpressive design. 

OtJier buildings such as Buildings #1, #3, and #4 i l l u s t r a t e competent period 
design and construction. Their primary interest is the comfortable 
relationship to earlier structures i n the conplex, achieved through compatible 
materials, massing, scale, and masonry detailing. 

S t y l i s t i c details throughout the complex, such as the mansard roofs, wood 
dormers and ctpola design, may have come from carpenter's pattembooks, which 
were widely available t y the 1860s. There was probably an architect involved 
i n the design of Building #7 since i t ejchibits a careful integration of 
Rcsmanesque Revival motifs with standard m i l l design. The other twentieth 
century brick mills were probably b u i l t by local firms who by this time had an 
awareness of similar design and technological innovations from numerous nearty 
examples and from trade publications. 

Substantial rehabilitation of the m i l l conplex for housing is now taking 
place. In the course of renovation, i t is e5q>ected that smaller buildings and 
structures considered noncontributing may be removed; tJieir removal w i l l not 
compromise the complex's overall integrity. 
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10. Verbal Boundary Description 

Beginning at tihe north comer of the intersection of Water and Whitney 
Streets, the boundary runs northeast on the west side of Whitney Street for a 
distance of 646.64'; i t then turns northwest, proceeding for a distance of 
627.69' to the north comer of the south. The boundary tihen runs westward 
across the western edge of tlie site and runs 220.02', jogging sli g h t l y at 
increments of 92.70', 102.20', 146.50'. 128.50' and 94', respectfully. The 
line turns approximately 90 degrees to the east and runs 65.60', tihen turning 
southerly for 131.30', easterly for 60.40' and southerly near the western edge 
of the Monoosnock River for a distance of 131.00'- I t then jogs s l i g h t l y and 
runs 39.70'. The boundary then runs easterly along the north side of Water 
Street for a distance of 175.09', jogs 6.73' soutih and proceeds easterly along 
Water Street northern edge for 222.70' to the point of beginning. 

Boundary Justification 

The nominated property consists of the entire parcel currently under single 
ownership and containing a l l of the F. A. Whitney Carriage Company buildings. 
The entire site consists of 12.4 acres, and i t contains no structures other 
than those b u i l t and used by the firm during the course of i t s operations. 
This boundary includes both the m i l l buildings and a small amount of the 
wooded setting which survives to the north and west, as well as the 
associated waterway and dam that were so v i t a l to the complex's original 
siting and later expansion. 

UTM References 

Point Zone East ing Northing 

A 19 273860 4712060 

B 19 273780 A711890 

c 19 273680 4711860 

D 19 273610 4712000 

E 19 273680 4712110 
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Historic Name 

M i l l Building #1 
laddition 
l a 
l b 
Ic 

M i l l Building #2 
2a 
2b 
2c 

Building #3-
Storage & Packing 
Plant 

3a 

M i l l Building #4 

M i l l Building #5 
5a 

Building #6 -
Lumber St\ed 

M i l l Building #7 

Building #8 -
Celluloid Storage House 

Drying Kiln, 9 

Dry Shed, 10 

F. A. Whitney Carriage Complex 
Leominster, Massachusetts 

Data aieet 

Date of Construction 

1- ca. 1917-1923 
addition-after 1923 
la-ca. 1917-1923 
lb-1922 
lc-1922 

2- 1872 
2a-1872 
2b-1900, 1912 
2C-1890, altered 

after 1923 

3- 1914 

3a-1929 

1920 

5-1872 
5a-1872 

1884 

1909 

pre-1916 

1944 

1943 

Status 

C 
C 
C 
c 
c 

c 
c 
c 
c 

c 
c 

c 
c 

style 

U t i l i t a r i a n 

Second Empire 

U t i l i t a r i a n 

NC 

NC 

U t i l i t a r i a n 

Second Empire/ 

U t i l i t a r i a n 
U t i l i t a r i a n 

Rcmanesque 
Revival 

U t i l i t a r i a n 

U t i l i t a r i a n 

U t i l i t a r i a n 

Resource 

B 
B 
B 
B 
B 

B 
B 
B 
B 

B 

B 

B 

B 
B 

B 

B 

B 

B 

B 
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Historic Name 

Power Plant, #16 

Building #21 -
Acid House 

Building #24 -
Garage 

Building #28 -
Finished Goods 
Warehouse 

Overhead Bridge, #11 

Iron Fence, #12 

Dam, #13 

Old Power Shed Ruin, 
#15 

Building #7A -
Storage Shed 

Auto Sales Office, B 

Building #14 and 
Enclosed Entry, C 

Engine and Switch­
board Rooms, D 

F. A. Whitney Carriage Cosr^lex 
Leominster, Massachusetts 

Data Sheet 

Date of Construction Status 

1900 C 

pre-1931 C 

1924 C 

1929 C 

between 1901 
and 1916 

1909 

1872 C 

1872 NC 

1909 NC 

1955 NC 

1935 NC 

after 1922 NC 

Style 

U t i l i t a r i a n 

U t i l i t a r i a n 

U t i l i t a r i a n 

U t i l i t a r i a n 

U t i l i t a r i a n 

Victorian 
Ironwork 

U t i l i t a r i a n 

Ruin 

U t i l i t a r i a n 

Resource 

B 

B 

B 

B 

St 

St 

St 

Si 

B 

B 

B 

B 
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Historic Name 

Chain Link Fence, E 

Footbridge, F 

F. A. Whitney Carriage Complex 
Leominster, Massachusetts 

Data Sheet 

Date of Construction Status 

unknown NC 

ca. 1930+ NC 

Style Resource 

St 

St 

N.B. - A l l buildings have the same address, off 124 Water Street. A l l buildings are included i n a single MHC 
Inventory Form, Form B: Area H, Form 206. 

Key 

C-Contributing 

NC-Noncontr ibut ing 

B-Building 

St-Structure 

Si-Site 

District Totals 

Contributing - 21B, 3St 

Noncontributing - 6B, 2St, ISi 
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May 4, 1988 

Carol Shull 

National Register of H is to r ic Places 
Department of the In te r i o r 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shu l l : 

Enclosed you w i l l f i nd the nomination forms for the fo l lowing propert ies: 

Leominster, F. A. Whitney Carriage Company Complex H is to r ic D i s t r i c t ; 
o f f 124 Water S t ree t ; HPCA #10369MA 

Medford, Joseph K. Manning House; 35-37 Forest Street 

Palmer, Union Sta t ion ; Depot Street 

Peabody, Moore-Hill House; 82 Frankl in Street 

Worcester, Holy Name of Jesus Complex; I l l i n o i s S t ree t ; HPCA #10814MA (school) 
HPCA #11040MA (convent) 

They have been voted e l i g i b l e by the State Review Board and have been signed 
by the State H is tor ic Preservation O f f i ce r . Owners were n o t i f i e d of pending 
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were 
afforded the opportunity to coirauent. No comments have been received to date. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

BF/es 
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3 1988 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Taimage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 


