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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The Avero House is a tv^-^p.rY.....r_<e_c-tar^i^_ar_,block with 
an open_l_oggia on the southeast. The walls_are_of coquina 
_,slie5l^iGSelJ.aid in roughly horizontal cour~ses~Tn"Time~moftar. 
They are plastered inside and out. There is one coquina 
masonry chimney with two flues. Ground floor openings are 
restorations, with closure by simple wooden shutters or plank 
doors. The second floor windows are 12 light, double hinge, 
and appear to be survivals from the first quarter of the 19th 
century. The hip roof is covered with cement-asbestos simulated 
wood shakes. The ground floor interior floor plan consists of 
a large front room, a smaller rear room and a loggia. The 
second floor is an apartment consisting of a stair hall, five 
rooms and a bath. The stair is a straight run from the open 
loggia below to a semi-enclosed stair hall above. The first 
floor covering is a modern concrete slab, the second floor is 
wood.

.. V71Although apparently built ca. Jr/12^ the first detailed 
information on its general shape does not appear until a map 
of 1762 shows it to have a shapejl^lopr^glan . An appraisal
in 1763 states that the main portion (on St. George Street) 
was two-stories high with a flat roof and the L-shaped wing 
extending to the east was one-story with at least a portion 
of it shingled. This same general plan extends through a 
detailed map of 1788, an inventory of 1790 and more detailed 
appraisal of 1816. Present evidence indicates that the jone- 
storied east wing was demolished around 1900. ~~
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;TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The building is one of 30 remaining houses within the 
historic district that prej^dat^ 1J821. Although the above 
ground portions have been mo^ifj.§^ (particularly 
the ground floor street facade), the wealth of documentary 
evidence would make restoration extremely feasible. Archi­ 
tecturally it is a fine example of the St. Augustine plan 
as defined by Manucy and would make a valuable addition- to 
the restoration program.

The British Governor Tonyn allowed the house to be used 
for a period as a"private oratory for the use of the Catholic 
Minorcans...." This apparently was the first semi-permanent 
placfe of worship that the survivors of Turnbull's New Smyrna 
colony had since migrating to St. Augustine.
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Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
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ORGANIZATION IDATE
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46 St. George Street, P. O. Box 1987
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National XX^7 State [H Local Q

Title State Liaison Officer

Date May 10 f 1972

STATE CODE

.........EAorida,,,,,,.. ,„„„„„„., „„, ,„ „ 1 2

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

(J^t^faiA IA±$JA*
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

Dale tyty*-
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