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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Volimer block is a two-story brick commercial building which is distinguished
by its factory-made second story galvanized iron facade. A pointed bay window
dominates the metal front and is flanked on either side by three sash windows.
Pairs of Corinthian pilasters demarcate the bays. The building terminates with

a denticulated cornice with ornate bandings above and below.

The first story has been greatly altered to accommodate the needs of the volun-
teer fire department, by the placement of engine entries in the facade.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Vollmer building is architecturally significant for its iron front, one N

of the most elaborate in Idaho. It was manufactured by Mesker Brothers of

St. Louis, a firm which distributed half a million mail order catalogs annually

in the Western states to advertise its pre-fabricated store fronts.
Only three survive.

of ten similar fronts were sold in Idaho.

A total

John P. Vollmer, a Lewiston merchant, erected this building to house his
wide ranging wholesale and retail grocery business at a time when Genesee was

an important rail terminus.

A dance hall originally occupied the second floor.

The Pastime Cafe and volunteer fire department now use this building, which
still retains its architectural character in spite of changes required for

adaptive use.
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Vollmer Building

7« The most striking feature of the Vollmer building is the galvanized iron
facade, a product of Mesker Brothers of St. Louis, The original description
discusses its architectural features in the language and limited terminology
available in Blumenson. The photograph itself reveals the numerous design motifs
which the Mesker Brothers employed, which do not appear anywhere in Blumenson.

The building is a brick rectangle and features a flat roof. Both were common
design elements of commercial buildings of the period in ldaho. Brick was

a rather favorite material in most of the state due to its reputation for
retarding conflagrations,

As noted in the original description the first story's facade has been
extensively remodeled to provide for the building's adaptive use by the
Genesee Fire Department. The only element of the 1892 building which
remains intact is the pilaster at the east corner, clearly visible in the
photograph. Except for this solitary pilaster the first story is not
original, nor is the shed roof extending from the facade.

8. As noted already in the original statement of significance the Vollmer building
is significant ds one of three extant galvanized iron fronts in Idaho. Hope
that is concise enough for you.

The iron front was a popular western motif as it was fireproff and provided
a means to create iconographically "instant civilization." Many of these
magnificent fronts have been destroyed and none in Idaho compare with the
condition of this second story.

As to the building's commercial significance please comsult the enclosed
biographies of John P, Vollmer, which were pilfered from the pages of

Hiram T, French's History of Idaho, v. III, pp. 1006-1008, Chicago, 1914

and An Illustrated HIstory of North Idaho, Western Historical Publishing Co.,
1903, The latter displays an engraving of Vollmer on the frontspiece gacing
the title page. Both contain more information than I would ever care to
know with regard to Mr, Vollmer., If you wish you might wissleedpe add literary
significance to the nomination after reading French's account, I deign not
to do so0.




