
FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON, MA 02116 

(SEE ATTACHED MAP) 

AREA FORM NO. 

1003 

Newton, Mass. MRA 
own Newton (Newton Comer) 

dress 65-71 Walnut Park 

•Historic Name Potter Estate 

- *^^^se: Present .̂ ^gnvgnl; 

Original nwpning 

CRIPTION 

te late I860s 

Surveyor 

Mansard 

irchitect uj^own 

jcterlor Wall Fabric oiaphnard 

^^tbulldings .gardjaeLcs-colia^ 

hed 

or Alterations (with dates) 

rim removed, porch 20th centurv 

ndltlon Verv good 

Moved Date 
tfy:( .  

Acreage over" one acre (/2.2 o-cn>ŝ  

Setting facing oval residential park 

and set on expansive grounds. 

UTM REFERENCE 1 9 . ^ 1 9 3 2 0 . ^ ^ ^ 2 0 

USGS QUADRANGLE NSV/TON, IvIASS. 

Recorded by K. Hatch 

Organization Newton Historical Ck)mmissic 

Date 12/76i rev. H. tfhit.P U/ft^ 



. f 

NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (1f applicable) 

The Potter Estate i s a high style Mansard mansion of sophisticated 
design and exhibits a high level of workraainship and materials» i t therefore 
meets Criterion G of the National Register of Historic Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe Inportant architectural features and evaluate in terns of 
other buildings within the coa«unity. 

The flamboyant design of this elaborate Mansard style mansion contrasts ? 
with the restrained, symmetrical styling of most Nevdion Gomer area houses i 
of the Civil War period. The Potter house has an irregular plsui and 
exagerrated roof profile, emphasized by Mauisard pavilions and large brackets. 
The main entrance of the house is located on the east elevation, and was 
originally set within a porch with a deck which extended to the Walnut 
Park side. This porch was redesigned as a Colonial Revival style veranda 
while the house was under the ownership of Joseph Flsmagam. 

Landscaped grounds and several outbuildings were among the original 
features of the Potter estate. The carriage house, cast iron fencing 
and a small, jerkin-roofed gardner*s cottage remain. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the . 
building relates to the development of the coanunlty. / 

John G. Potter, Jr. apparently built this large estate shortly after ' 
the Civil War. Like his father. Potter was a shoe and leather industry 
entrepreneur and worked in Boston. Joseph Plsmagan, a banker, acquired 
the property circa 189̂ .̂ 

The establishment of regular commuter service in I8kk triggered a 
period of growth which, particularly after the Civil War, contributed to 
the substsmtial suburban residential expansion of Newton Gomer. De­
velopment took the form of construction by individvials as well as the 
creation of residential subdivisions, three of which were designed 
around small parks designed by the noted landscape architect Alexander 
Wadsworth. Walnut Park was one of these. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Atlases: I907, I895, I886, 187̂ .̂ 
O.H. Bailey. View of Newton, Mass. (1878) 
City Directories: I895-I889, 1885, 1875, 1868. 
Newton Graphic Publishing Co. Beautiful Newton (ca. I917), p. 23k. 
M.F. Sweetser. King*s Handbook of Newton (I889), pp. 55, 59. 
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WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

N A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 
E V A L U A T I O N / R E T U R N S H E E T 

P o t t e r Es ta te ( N e w t o n M R A ) 
Midd lesex Coun ty 
MASSACHUSETTS 

resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
• owner objection 
CZl appeal 

Substantive Review: O sample d l request 

Working No. JUL-
Fed. Reg. Datej, 
Date Due: S : / ^ / r d — 7 / d > / ^ ^ 
Action: ACCEPT / , ^ 

- U P T U R N J E E ^ ^ 
REJECT 

Federal Agency: 

• appeal im NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

, see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: _2CLtechnical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 

Accessible 
Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? im yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CH good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

i m unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

0 summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
• clarity 
1 I alterations/integrity 
• dates 
• boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
CH completeness 

• c l a r i t y . ^ 
I I appliflnfe criteria 
CZl justification of areas checked 
• relating significance to the resource 
CZl context 
[ • relationship of integrity to significance 
• justification of exception 
\ 3 other 

r • t ••! : 

9. Major Bibliographical References , 

Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name. 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CZl Maps 
• Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed- Date Phone: 

G P O 91 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 



OODINC m M L E N SHEET 

Stat* nmmt A/A Cooiity W—« /h,AAf^-:u^ ••••pire. *—* ' Ry .CiA^ir^^ 
Naltlrla nmmt 

• • f c r c a c c No. d (n O O ( 0 A V C r t l t I c a t i o n > « f 

r r o M o * P l e U : 
O — r 
• • • o o r c * T f f c :' 
No. C o « t r l b « / N o o C — f g l b « R c s o o r c c * 
N I a t o r I c P o a c t l o o / N l a t o r i c SMb-f iNict l« 
C o r r r n t P o o c t l o o / O i r r c o t 9 k i ^ f o n c t l o f i 
L e v e l of S l f a l f l c a a c c 

A ^ r l l c a k l a C r i t e r i a 
C r i t e r i a C o « * l 4 e r a t l o n a 
A r e a of S i g n i f i c a n c e 
P e r i o d of S i g n i f i c a n c e 
A r c k l t e c t / l o l l d e r / C n g i n e e r 
FR L e v e l i n f o r a a l l o n 

C n l t o r a l A f f i l i a t i o n 
A r c k i t c c C M r a l S t y l e 
C o n a t n i c t l o n H a t e r l a l i 
Acreage 

^ t/TH G o o r d l n a t e a 
Other 

S o l u t I o n : 

C o 4 l — r r o M e ^ Tea« : Date: NR S t a f f Date : 

D a t a C o l l e c t o r * a E i p l a n a l l o n of P r o b l e n : 

lPy'=-=^^A^ 1-7. - A^ ^y^T^^ A i/A -7 -> 7 ~7 

Data C o l l e c t o r : J T o d a f ' a D a t e ^ : ^ / ^ 6 ^ D.R. C o r r e c t e d Date 



FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON, MA 02116 

AREA FORM NO. 

1003 

ource 

tyle 

Newton, Mass. MRA 
n Newton (Newton Corner) 

dress 65-71 Walnut Park 

llstoric Name Potter Estate 

Ise: Present convent 

Original n w ^ n i n g 

ESCRIPTION 

ate l a t e 1860s 

Surveyor 

Mansard 

rchltect 

terlor Wall Fabric niaphnard 

tbulldings gardnprs rnttagp, 

,ed 

or Alterations {with dates) 

Hm removed. T3orch 20th centurv 

- idltlon Verv good 

ed ^o Date 

eage over one acre ( iZ. l (xcr<t<y) 

t1ng fac ing oval r es iden t ia l park 

set on expansive grounds. 

UTM REFERENCE 

A 19/319/270/4G91/720 
8 19/319/190/4691/760 
C 19 319/110/459!/'r>10 
D 19/319/140/4591/320 
C 19/319/400/4091/340 

Recorded by K. Hatch 

USGS QUADRANGLE NEV/TON, TvlASS . 

SCALE 

Organization Newton Historical Commissic 

Date 12/76» rev. H. tfhitP U/R(^ 

DEC 12 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT {1f applicable) 

The Potter Estate is a high style Mansard mansion of sophisticated 
design and exhibits a high level of workmanship and materials! i t therefore 
meets Criterion C of the National Register of Historic Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe Important architectural features and evaluate In terms of 
other buildings within the comnunity. c 

The flamboyant design of this elaborate Mansard style mansion contrasts ) 
with the restrained, symmetrical styling of most Newton Comer area houses \ 
of the Civil War period. The Potter house has an irregular plan and ^ 
exagerrated roof profile, emphasized by Mansard pavilions and large brackets. 
The main entrance of the house is located on the east elevation, and was 
originally set within a porch with a deck which extended to the Walnut 
Park side. This porch was redesigned as a Colonial Revival style veranda 
while the house was under the ownership of Joseph Flanagan. 

Landscaped groiinds and several outbuildings were among the original • 
features of the Potter estate. The carriage house, cast iron fencing 
£ind a small, jerkin-roofed gardner*s cottage remain. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played In local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comnunity. 

John C. Potter, Jr. apparently built this large estate shortly after 
the Civil War. Like his father. Potter was a shoe and leather industry 
entrepreneur and worked in Boston. Joseph Flanagan, a banker, acquired 
the property circa 189^. 

The establishment of regular commuter service in l8k •̂ triggered a 
period of growth which, particularly after the Civil War, contributed to 
the substsuitial suburban residential expansion of Newton Comer. De­
velopment took the form of construction by individiials as well as the 
creation of residential subdivisions, three of which were designed 
around small parks designed by the noted landscape architect Alexander 
Wadsworth. Walnut Park was one of these. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Atlases: I907, I895, 1886, 187^. 
O.H. Bailey. View of Newton, Mass. (I878) 
City Directories! I895-I889, I885, 1875, 1868. 
Newton Graphic Publishing Co. Beautiful Newton (ca. 1917)» p. 23k. 
M.F. Sweetser. King's Handbook of Newton (I889), pp. 55, 59. 
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NPS F o m 10-900-a 
CHS) 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

ForNPSiiMoaijr 

ttata antMacl 

Continuation sheet Item number Page 

-Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Mame Newton MRA 
g^g^g Middlesex (Jounty, MA 

Nomination/Type of Review 

91. Needham Street Bridge Bntered I n the 

Date/Signature 

^74yL^--^>A^y^ ?Ak 

Attest 

92. Newton Street Railway 
Carbarn 

93. Nichols House 

94. Old Shepard Farm 

95. Page, H.P., House 

£.3.v-..vr.c-.. f..«*->̂- Attest 

Kiiti^ro-i la tli« y^tteeper 
Baticnai Register / 

Attest 

T^-i-f^ —'1.' n -'•'U--

)er 

/Attest 

"^Ay^^ z^^'- jA^--Ar--'^^y'' 

96. Parsons, Edward, House •p..;.,,...,) i j ^ ^ 

lTa.-..f c;x:..'. .Register 

Attest 

J^^Aeeper 

Attest 

97. Peabody—Williams House A^A^.^- A ^ ^ s ^ i /feeper ^ ; d c & ^ t A . ^ y ^ - ^ ^ ^ ^—^ g///^ 

98. Potter Estate 

99. Prescott Estate 

100. Railroad Hotel 

Lr.'.̂ »̂ '--i '.n the 
Scl.lor'.ŵ i Register 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

Attest 

Eat 

Attest 



RP.SUBMISSION 

WASO Form - 177 
( " R " June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Potter Estate (Newton MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
• owner objection 
• appeal 

Substantive Review: 0 sample 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date: 
Date Due: 

Sfttsred lH ttia Action: AAACCEPT 

foumi E9«i)a1;«3 — R E T U R N 
REJECT. 

Federal Agency: 

• request d \ appeal • NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer. 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisit ion 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

im good 
• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
• clarity , < 
• alterations/integrity 
I I dates ! 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
CU clarity 
• applicable criteria 
CH justification of areas checked 
CH relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CH relationship of integrity to significance 
CH justification of exception 
CH other 

f f. • 

-.r^ r -^A • 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Pretervation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title data 

13. Other 

• Maps 
CH Photographs 
• other 

Questions conceming this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone: 

G P O 9 1 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be conti'nued on an attached sheet 












