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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The two- storyﬂh111s1de house is constructed of concrete
block cast with a design on the faces, and these ‘designs
are exposed on interior and exterior walls; some of the
blocks are pierced to admit 1light,

Between the house and garage is a covered loggia leading to
the main entrance; a long hall parallellng the kitchen

and lighted from .perforations in the concrete block walls,
leads to the living room. A portion of the living room
roof is raised to provide for clerestories; beside two cor-
ner windows and another, there are large French doors on the
south to a shallow balcony. On the lower level are bedrooms
and baths, From the living room is a wide view of the
city through french doors and corner windows.

The plan and the structure of the house are as originally
designed. However, the 1aundry room below the garage was
remodeled as an apartment in 1932 by R.M. Schindler; and

in 1940 he inserted panels of plywood in a portion of the
broad opening between kitchen and living room and built
shelves on the living room side. The kitchen was remodeled
by architect Robert Clark in 1956 and a steel-framed window
was substituted for the wooden one. Architect John Lautner
replaced wood frames of the corner windows in the living
room with steel ones in 1968; this repair did not change the
proportions of the window divisions.,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

One of four textile block houses designed by Frank Lloyd
Wright in the early 1920s for Southern California, of
wide 1nterest to architécts and historians because they
They come out of a Wright
period characterized by surface and applied ornament,
beginning with the 1914 Midway Gardens, Chicago and lasting
through the textile block houses.
_preoccupied with "common" materials -- the lava stone of
Japan which was "underfoot," and which he used for the
Imperial Hotel, Tokyo (1916~1922); concrete block, a
“gptter" material, as he called it, ‘and he proposed to
1ift it from the gutter and make of it a noble material.,

The Barnsdall huouse, Los Angeles (1916-~1922) and the four
textile block houses derive their insloping walls and the
character of their onument from Mayan temples in Yucatan,
the overall textile effect of the concrete block cast in
an ornamental pattern is similar to the overall decora-
tion of the limestone blocks of the Baroque Period of
Mayav architecture (Palace of Masks, near Uxmal).

Wright conceived these four houses as expressions of the
semi~arid climate of Southern California.,
four has a different motif, drawn from nature, carried
out (along with Mayanmotifs) throughout the houses.

The houses represent a variation on a structural theme
that offers an insight 1nto the creative process of

America'’s foremost genius in the field of architecture.,

Wright at the time was

Each of the




F.L. Wright,"An Autobiography," Longmans,Green, New York 1932
F.L. Wright,"In the Cause of Architecture:VII Concrete," Arch-
itectural Record, August 1928
H.R. Hitchcock,"In the Nature of Materials," Duell,Sloan, N.Y. 1942
V.J. Scully, "Frank Lloyd Wright," Braziller, New York, 1960
Guggenheim Museum, "Sixty Years of Living Architecture,"New York, 1960
Museum of Modern Art,"Modern Architects," Norton, 1932
Gebhard-Winter,"Guide to Architecture of Southern California,"
Los Angeles County Museum, Los Angeles, 1965
E, McCoy,"Frank Lloyd Wright," Los Angeles Times, Mar. 7, 1954
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NAME AND TITLE:
Esther McCoy, Lecturer O
ORGANIZATION DATE e
University of California Santa Barbara July 15, 1970 —
STREET AND NUMBER: ) (=]
2434 Beverly Avenue -
CITY OR TOWN: STATE | coDE
Samta Monica California 90405 06 1 7
As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is included in the
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Re‘gister.
in the National Register and certify that it ‘has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
tevel of significance of this nomination is:
National [] State O Local [y
//L//Z% Date
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7 7 ATTEST:
e tad M«VW
Keeper of Tye' National Regxs
Date October 16, 1970 Date M 29 17
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C OMMON: Samuel Freeman House
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STREET AND NUM BER:

1962 Glencoe Way

CITY OR TOWN:

Los Angeles
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California 90028
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Hollywood Quadrangle: USGS 7.5 min, series

SCALE: 1" = 2000 feet

1966

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3

5. Latitude and longitude reference.
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SCALE

LOS ANGELES COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

ISOMETRIC FROM SOUTHEAST
HOUSE

NAME AND LOCATION OF STRUCTURE
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