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k2 DESCRIPTION
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The building is constructed of reinforced concrete, and rests on spread concrete footing:
The front elevation is marked by a seven-bay arcade, supported on thinly proportioned
lonic columns. The flat roof is surrounded by a red-tiled pitched roof at the sides of ti

- building, giving the appearance of a pitched . roof without the expense. Wrought iron,
terracottam and cast stone(a type of high-quality concrete) are used extensively on the
exterior to enrich the building's visual appearance.

LOCAL CONTEXT

El Centro is situated in, the.lmperial. Vallay, roughly 100 miles east of San Diego, and

20 miles north of the Mexican Border. The site: survey prepared for the building in
April, 1931, shows that the parcel was vacant, and has no indication that any permanent
structures had ever been erected on the site prior to its use as a post office. The post
office is currently surrounded by mixed one-story commercial and residential uses.

El Centro is an incorporated community with a current (1982) population of 31,965. It
is located approximately 100 miles east of San Diego. Interstate Highway 8 and State

Highway 86 intersect in El Centro. : The principal industry is farming and related ac-
tivities. Government employment is also important, as El Centro is the County Seat of
Imperial County and there is a Naval ‘Air Station nearby.

A survey of the post office site, prepared in April, 1931, shows the property as vacant
with no indication of there ever having been a major structure on the site.This corresponc
with records: maintained by .the Imperial Valley Pioneers, the local Historic Scoiety.

There are no structures or sites in the immediate vicinity of the post office which appear
to be of historiec, archaeologic, .or paleontologic interest.

PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The exterior of the building has not been altered. Several flights of granite steps lead
to anarched loggia and the main entrance. Public lobby areas contain extensive clas-
sically inspired decoration in plaster, marble, and cast aluminum. Floors are of tile

bordered by pink Tennessee marble in the lobby area, and hardwood parquet in the
workrooms.

The building is one story with a full basement. It is constructed of brick covered with
stucco as well as stone and terracotta. The roof is tile and there are two large skylights

Most of the structure's architectural elements are in the style of Beaux-Arts Neo--Clas-
sicism, most popular from 1890-1920. The large loggia which dominates the front eleva-
tion gives the building an openness more common to the ltalianate/Second Renaissance
Revival style. Specific features oi note include the following:
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° Loggia extending across nearly the entire front elevation;
° Classical columns with smooth shafts on an unenriched base and having Corin-

thian capitals. The pilasters are in the same style;

° Wide frieze with terracotta ornamentation, dentils and an overhanging soffit of
painted wooden panels;

° Wrought iron window grates, railings, transom covers and brackets supporting
a bronze lantern above the main entrance. This iron work may have been manu-
factured or designed in Memphis, Tennessee;

° Tile roof with copper gutters and scuppers;
° Fan lights above windows and doors on the front elevation; and
° Extensive use of marble, terracotta and cast aluminum ornamentation in the pub-

lic lobby.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The El Centro Post Office is primarily significant on the’local level, -as ocne of the most
monumental and sophisticated structures in town. On the state level;. the structure
has secondary significance as an example of a heavily orriamented small post office.

In both cases, the building is an aesthetically successful! piece of architecture.

ARCHITECTURE

The El Centro Main Office is anomalous, both in terms of its size, its style, and in the
use of expensive materials. Stylistically, the ElI Centro Post Office is essentially. Beaux-
Arts Classicism, though by 1932, this style was at least 15 years out of date. It is
unique among 1930s post offices for its unusual style alone; the other Beaux-Arts build-
ings from the early thirties @lso housed federal courts or other federal agencies, and
were designed by private architects. By 1932, the Office of the Supervising Architiect
was developing the Starved Classical style, and the most common style used for small
post offices in California was some form of Mediterranean Revival. In any event,

the post office is the most sophisticated Beaux-Arts building in town, and acts as a
major urban design focus for the town's archiecture and public spaces. " ‘'On ‘the state
level, the building is important as a stylistically anachronistic example of the small post
office building type.

Research at the building itself and in other local resources could reveal that the building
was designed by a private architect, which could explain some of its stylistic eccentrici-
ties. The post office in Yuma, Arizona, completed in 1933, is stylistically similar to the
El Centro Main Office. The ‘Architect of that building, Roy Place, of Tuscon, may have
been responsible for the design of the El Centro Main Office as well.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Lots 32, 33, 35, Block 35, El Centro Orginial Townsite, Imperial County Assessor
The rectangluar site has 150' east frontage on 5th Street and a 180' southern
frontage along Olive Street. S
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