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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This is a suspension bridge, using 1^g inch wire rope for suspension lines.

The bridge is Ii8? feet long, l£> inches wide, and has sides 36 inches high. 

The cables from the main suspension cable to the bridge are 3/8 inch wire 

rope spaced 8 feet apart.

The bridge itself is made entirely of wood. The floor is made of 2"x8 n 

planks which are supported by Ijxli's. The sides and railings are made of 1x3's. 

Portions of the wood throughout the bridge have been replaced as they 

became unserviceable or vandalized.

The cable tower on the west end is made entirely of concrete. It is approxi­ 

mately £0 feet high and 12 inches thick. Some concrete was used in con­ 

junction with large boulders to create the cable anchors. 

Construction on this bridge began in 1$>ljO and was financed by Dr. R. 0. 

Raymond. The inscription in concrete on the west end reads; 

"Joe Landeta -
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STATIKINIa0nFciIGinF anofClround the "Bloody Basin" area have been grazed since the 

1870's by both cattle and sheep. Recorded conversations with oldtimers 

indicate that overall the range ?-xas fully stocked with cattle by about 1890. 

As more and more sheep came to winter and lamb on the already overstocked 

range, considerable hard feeling was said to have been generated. This 

situation was alleviated beginning in 1905 when the Forest Service was 

created.

In 1926, Dr. R.O. Raymond acquired the sheep preference on the allotment 

bordering the Sheep Bridge. In 19^5^ Jose Manterola and his wife Marianne 

out Dr. Raymond. The permit is still with the Manterola family.

During the last part of the 1800's, and the first portion of this century, 

the sheep industry was of great importance in Arizona. laterally millions 

of sheep grazed on the Tonto National Forest during this period. Basque 

herders were commonly brought into the country by individual sheepmen as 

well as by the large sheep companies. An entire industry and way of life 

was associated with these sheep and the production of wool and mutton.

"With the passage of time and the change of economic conditions, there has 

been a marked decline in the sheep use of these wild areas. At the present 

time only a fraction of the sheep once permitted still graze their historic
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range. Many people in modern-day Arizona have little idea of the adventure 

and hazards of the sheep business as it exsited for so many years. Little 

remains to mark the passing of a way of life which once played a critical role 

in Arizona's economy.

It is felt that this sheep bridge is an excellent manifestation of the 

early day sheep industry in Arizona. It displays the ingenuity of the 

individuals involved in constructing a difficult structure such as a sus­ 

pension bridge with little technical assistance, thereby providing Manterola 

sheep safe access across the Verde River.

In addition, its location west of the Mazatzal Wilderness gives the visitor 

some appreciation of the grazing areas involved and the difficulties of 

herding sheep in this isolated, rugged country.

All in all, it is felt this structure warrants inclusion in the Register 

of Historic Places as an excellent exemplification of a way of life and 

an industry once very important in pioneer Arizona.

GPO 892 455
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