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ARH TECTURAL S GNH CANCE  (describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate in terns of other buildings wthin conmunity)

The structural history of the Brown House is intriguing. |tspresent exterior appearance
as a late 19th century vernacular structure with Italianate details is deceiving. The
owners possess a manuscript written in 1906 by H E Brown, a former Brown student

(on file at M which gives a brief hisotry of the house. |t states that the house

was originally built in" 1706 as a lean-to structure facingwest and rebuilt or "inproved"
in the 1870s as a Victorian house with the original post and beam substructure. The
chimey base location is still apparent in the cellar. The first story is strictly

late 19th century, except for some settling, not usually found in ca.l900 buildings.

(Continued)

HSTARCAL SN HCANE (explain the role owners played in |ocal or state history
and how the building relates to the devel opnent of the community)

The traditional history of ownerships, as recounted by the sane author, follows. The
house was originally built by Charles Weaton in 1706, who kept a tavern here patronized
by travelers on "The Od Coach Road." The property was sold to Philip Short, and by
him to Horace Bliss shortly thereafter. |t then passed to Ms. Bercherd who soldit

to M. and Ms. Robert Brown in 1874, M. Brown was a jeweler at Robinson & Go. in
Attleboro. His fourth son, Isaac- R Brown, constructed al | the farm buildings standing
by 1906 on "this immense farm' except the barn (see photo) which had sttod for at |east
thirty-two years previously.

The Brown House i s one of tw early 18th century structures (see Form #170) which stand
as testimony to primary settlement in northern Rehoboth prior to 1750 when the mgjor

focus of settlement was southern Rehoboth. Through it sreputed tavern function, it
possesses associations with one of the first transportation routes in town along Trenont
Street. Itsarchitectural transformationin the late 19th century reflects the presence
of a street car line aong Trenont Street, which brought the beginnings of suburbanization
in the area, fostering new life styles and ideals. In itspresent form the Brown

House illustrates the evolutionof architecturewithin an historically cohesive 200-

year context and neetscriterion C of the National Register of Historic Places individually.

B BLI G3=APHY and/ or REFEREINGES

Brown, H. E., Manuscript history, 1906.
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Q)nmunity; For mNo:

MASSACHJSETTS HISTORICAL CCMASSON Rehobot h 192
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Nane: #

The Brown House
Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.

ARCH TECTURAL SI GN FI CANCE (Continued)

However, clues toanearlier identity arefound onthesecond story. Retention of

corner posts,chanfered summer beamwith plain stop, and CGeorgian period door surround
doors, and a panelled chimey breast (fireplace gone) provide strong, i f limted, evidence
to validate, i na general way, t he 1906 theme. Oher possible sources of information,
e.g., theroof construction, arecurrently unexposed. The west ell was probably added
when t hehouse was renovated. At theturn of the20th century abarn and sheds were
located northeast of t hehouse (see photo copy attached).

Staple to Inventory form at bottcm
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8. Significance

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

applicable crl-teria

justification of areas
checiced

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Pata

ABTMOS of nofiwnatod property
Quadrangle nauM
Rstarsnces

VwM >iMi<«fy «McH|>Uon and iwtmcaUan

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
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13. Other

Maps
Photographs
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