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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE /

/This house is an example of mid-19th century Classical Revival style 
architecture.

The buildings remain . on a portion of the property that Nelson Potts 
purchased in 1846. These are the original two-story town house with front 
gallery that is near North Street and a two-story brick dependency immedi­ 
ately behind the main house. (See attached Sandborn map sections.) 
Originally, both buildings had galleries across the front. These galleries 
remain, but the gallery of the dependency has been filled in to provide a 
temporary kitchen and bathroom. /During restoration the gallery of the 
dependency will be reopened. Also the screens that were added to the 
gallery of the main -house are being removed in order to restore the origina 
proportions and scale. The dependency's size is an echo of the town house. 
Floor to ceiling heights vary between the two buildings: the town house 
has a twelve foot height and the dependency has an eight foot height.

The main house has a central hall and five rooms on each floor. The "room" 
in the center of the back was, probably, an open porch or loggia, originall; 
The dependency has two rooms side by side on each floor. /

Major alterations include the "filling in" of the gallery of the dependency 
building (already mentioned) and a wooden addition between and connecting 
the town house and the dependency, which were formerly seperate buildings. 
The present owners will remove most of these alterations during restoration 
With this done, the basic building shape and proportions will be nearly ci 
identical to the original buildings. n
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This property and house are located in Old Spanish Town, which was the 
first subdivision laid out in Baton Rouge in 1805.

fA great part of the significance^of this house and property is attributed 
to the ownership of Nelson Potts, master brick mason, who owned the 
property from 1846 to 1868 and who built the house and dependency, which 
still stand. Nelson Potts, brick mason from New Jersey, established his 
brickyard on the property; then he built his own residence, probably as 
an example of his own abilities as a mason. Undoubtedly Potts was one of 
the master builders in Baton Rouge from 1846 to 1868. He executed many 
buildings during that time./ A few of which still stand include: the 
Stewart-Dougherty-Prescott House (also on North Street), which was com­ 
pleted in 1854 and styled directly after Potts' own town house; the 
Florence/House at 131 Main Street; and presumably, mason for the Goodwood 
Plantation House at 5925 Goodwood Avenue.

Philippe Oszuscik pays special attention to Nelson Potts in his unpublishel 
thesis (see bibliography). On pages 16-18 Oszuscik says, "Important 
builders of Baton Rouge. Appendix A contains a list of the main crafts­ 
men of Baton Rouge involved in this study. Special attention is given to 
the carpenters and brickmasons since it was the master brickmason and 
carpenter who were the bidders and "undertakers" of the buildings in this 
study. Two craftsmen—Nelson Potts, a master brickmason, and Richard H. 
Burke, a carpenter—were particularly prominent during the 1850 period.

The name, Nelson Potts, will appear throughout this study since he did 
the majority of the brickwork on the Baton Rouge public buildings. Nelson 
Potts was born in Mount Holly, Burlington County, New Jersey, in about 
1815. He moved to Baton Rouge in 1846, apparently to join his older 
brother, Ollv/er, who had been living here since about 1844. Perhaps 
Oliver informed Nelson that the State House would soon be erected. Nelson 
bought property in Spanish Town and set up a brickyard in February of 1846 
About 18501/ he built his house on this property, probably to serve as a 
model of his architectural style and craftsmanship. Within a decade 
Nelson was a prosperous man having been successful in building many pri­ 
vate homes as well as being awarded many contracts for public buildings. 
The 1850 census shows that he had an estate worth $1,800. By 1860, his 
total estate was worth $33,000. After completing the jail in 1853, he 
was elected to the Police Jury from Ward II. After the Civil War he moved 
back to his native state in 1867. Documented structures that Nelson Potts
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built include the Florence House (1850), 131 Main Street; the Louisiana 
Institute for the Deaf, Dumb, and the Blind (1852-58), razed; the East 
Baton Rouge Parish Jail (1853), razed; a carriage warehouse for W. F. 
Tunnard on Church Street (1856); and the East Baton Rouge Parish Court­ 
house (1856-1857), razed. He also repaired brickwork, laid sidewalks 
(the earliest record is dated September 30, 1848 for 150 feet on Church 
Street), built cisterns (the largest project being eleven cisterns built 
in late 1857), and in 1858, he built the fifteen foot high East Baton 
Rouge Parish Jail Wall."
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