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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

There are two locations of the Old Trace at this site. One is very badly
gfown up with pine trees and undergrowth and it has high banks. The other
portion is very wide. The trail is smooth and is used by visitors. This
section is near the parking lot and this is an interpretive stop on the
parkway. Just north of the cleared trail it is grown up with underbrush.
Turner Brashers operated an inn near here beginning in 1806 and this is
also interpreted as part of the 0ld Trace story.

Recommended treatment: Preservation
Preliminary cost estimate for above: $500.00
Photograph enclosed
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Near this section of the 01d Trace and some 300 yards south on the 0ld Trace
was the stand or inn that Turner Brashears opened in late 1806 for travelers.
Brashears, of Bladensburg, Maryland, was a trader to the Choctaw before 1792
and during the Spanish rule. Because of his knowledge of the Choctaw Nation
and language, he was consulted by Spanish and American authorities. The
exact site is presently unknown and is not on the parkway. Like so many,
Brashears took advantage of the Trace trafficfﬁ and his story is also a part
of the 0ld Trace.

When Europeans began to explore the Old Southwest, they found a network

of trails which showed a marked tendency to follow watershed divides, avoid-

ing wherever possible stream crossings and swamps. Several of these trails,

though individually unimportant, led southwesterly from Nashville, Tennessee,
to Natchez, Mississippi.

One such trail was the Chickasaw Trace which ran from Nashville to about
Tupelo, Mississippi, to the Chickasaw Nation. There it intersected another
trail which connected to the Choctaw and Natchez Tribes and which appears on
French maps of the 1730's. The southern part of the trail appears on British
maps of the 1770's as the '"Path to the Choctaw Nation." These trails often
shifted with the weather and population as towns sprang up nearby.

Explorers and traders traveled over these trails and they let it be known

Orleans. The effect on the western economy was enormous. This was the major
outlet of trade for them.

In 1798 the Mississippi Territory was formed and traffic increased so much

using the road. It was also important to have a good line of communication
between the Federal Government and the capital of the Mississippi Territory.

In 1801 President Thomas Jefferson authorized improvement on the Natchez
Trace and work began in that year and ended in 1807. Postal service also
began on the O0ld Natchez Trace in 1800 and continued until the 1830's. Standg
or inns, such as Mount Locust, sprang up along the Trace until 50 were located
between Natchez and Nashville.

(Continued)

there was a demand to improve the road. By 1810 about 8-10,000 people were /&

that they connected Natchez and Nashville. In 1785 a small scow from Pitts- ¥
burgh loaded with flour landed at Spanish Natchez. This was the beginning b
of the Natchez Trace as the Boatmen's Trail. :From this humble beginning, </Q
western products began to flow down the Mississippi to Natchez and New K
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Item 8. Significance

In 1812 the United States declared war on England. Gen. Andrew Jackson's |
Tennessee Militia wgs orgdered down the Natchez Trace to protect New Orleans
from a threatened 8p4hi%h invasion. This invasion never materialdized, and he
and his men returned over the Trace to their homes. It was on this march that

Jackson won the sobriquet "Old Hickory." The Natchez Trace Parkway was created
in 1938 to memorialize the 0ld Natchez Trace,

Significance: 1st order

Item 10 Geographical Data
UTM Reference O01d Natchez Trace (170-36)
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