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STREETS NUMBER 
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O REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE H i s t o r i c American B u i l d i n g s Survey 

I n v e n t o r y o f H i s t o r i c Assets o f the Commonwealth 

D̂ T̂E 1938, 1940, 1941 
1967 JiFEDERAL JSiSTATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR L i b r a r y o f Congress 
SURVEY RECORDS Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
CITY,TOWN Washington, D.C. 

P!n.<5 -̂r̂ n 

STATE 

Massachusetts 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION C H E C K ONE C H E C K ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED —ORIGINAL SITE 

—GOOD —RUINS ALTERED —MOVED DATE. 

— FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

For a description of the existing d i s t r i c t see the o r i g i n a l nomination. 
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DATE ENTERED â v̂;̂ --"""̂ /̂'-///̂  

CONTI NUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 4, PAGE 1 

Property Owners and Key to Sketch Map : 

BUILDING OWNER & ADDRESS 
#1, 30-32 Beckford St. Universal Steel & Trading Co., Inc, 

299 Bridge St., Salem, Mass. 01970 

#2, 2 River St. 

#3, 4 River St. 

#4, 3 River St. 

#5, 6 River St. 

#6, 7 River St. 

#7, 8 River St. 

#8, 11 River St. 

#9, 12 River St. 

#10, 13 River St. 

#11, 14 River St. 

#12, 15 River St. 

#13, 16 River St. 

#14, 15h River St. 

Donald and Elizabeth Hunt 
Same address 

Paul and Katherine W i l l i s 
Same 

John J. Gorczyca 
Same 

Came11a Hall 
Same 

John H. and Carol P. Carr 
Same 

Roger A, and Margaret C. Michaud 
12 F i r s t St., Salem 

Ann Knight 
Same Address 

Francis Monahan 
Same 

Margaret H i l l 
Same 

Anthony Pizzo 
Same 

Arthur W. and Joan E. Dacy 
9 Pioneer Circle, Salem 

Alice McLaughlin 
Same 

Michael Levenson 
14 Messervy Street 
Salem, MA. 01970 
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Property Owners and Key to Sketch Map (cont.] 

BUILDING 
#15, 17-1755 River St. 

#16, 18 River St. 

#17, 13 Lynn St. 

#18, 11 Lynn St, 

#19, 10 Lynn St. 

#20, 12 Lynn St, 

#21, 9 Lynn St. 

#22, 7 Lynn St. 

OWNER S ADDRESS 
A l l e t Realty Trust, Robert Bramble 
Washington St., Marblehead, Mass. 01945 

Michael Kennedy 
Same address 

Grace M. Puleo 
Same 

Ph i l i p E. and Winora Forsberg 
Same 

Edward D. Rasmusen 
Same 

Walter and Ann Boise 
Same 

Timothy H. and Margaret Doggett 
Same 

Helen M. Hamilton 
Same 
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(addition) 
The addition to the Chestnut Street Historic D i s t r i c t i s comprised of 23 2-2̂ 2 story 
houses from the mid and l a t e 18th c. and early 19th c. Ar c h i t e c t u r a l l y , the houses 
are more modest examples of the higher styled Georgian, Federal, and Greek Revival 
properties found elsewhere i n the d i s t r i c t . The three street area (River, Lynn, 
and Beckford Streets) is characterized by small house l o t s and consequent high 
density. Open space i s l i m i t e d to small yards to the rear of the houses. The 
addition i s surrounded to the south by the existing h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t ; to the north 
by Bridge Street, a major r i g h t of way and a rai l r o a d r i g h t of way; to the east by 
the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t and an i n d u s t r i a l area; and to the west by the d i s t r i c t and a 
commercial area. River Street was a way as early as 1739, and the area was known as 
Cape Driver. By 1796 the way was known as River Street. At t h i s time the North 
River came to the foot of the street. 

Lynn Street existed i n 1796, and the number of pre-Federal period homes indicates 
that i t i s older. Retaining walls i n some rear yards suggest that the land sloped 
of f quickly to the banks of the now p a r t i a l l y f i l l e d North River (Bridge Street 
and RR r i g h t of way). The single property on Beckford Street, excluded from the 
o r i g i n a l nomination, 30-32 Beckford Street ( 1 ) , i s a 2 story, f i v e bay, center entry 
Federal period house sheathed i n clapboards. Original features, such as the center 
entry with f a n l i g h t and triangular pediment, remain. A bracketed hood and o r i e l are 
mid-19th c. additions. The "ranch" blinds date from the 20th c. 

2 River Street (2) i s a f i v e bay center entry 2% story house and has a gambrel roof 
with pedimented dormers and two i n t e r i o r chimneys. I t s exact date has not been determined 

Just southwest, 3 River Street (4) was b u i l t about 1840 and i s a2li story, three bay 
wide, f i v e bay deep Greek Revival style house. The gable end faces the street, and 
the entrance i s i n the center bay of the east elevation. The house i s clapboarded 
and has narrow cornerboards and a wide entablature. 

11 River Street (8) i s a simple two bay wide, four bay deep, 2 story ridge roofed  
house. The gable faces the street, and the entrance i s i n the f i r s t bay of the west  
facade. Fenestration i s 6/6, and the house i s covered with wide composition siding.  
Other homes i n the area are of a similar form, but may substitute a gambrel roof  
for the ridge roof. Just across the street, 8 River Street (7) i s l a t e r but similar  
i n form. 14 River Street (11) i s an unusual 18th c. house. This l h story house has  
a two bay wide facade with an entrance i n the western end of the facade. Two halves  
of the ridge roof have d i f f e r e n t slopes; the rear portion i s a gentler angle, and the  
effect i s similar to a saltbox. The house immediately to the west, 16 River Street 
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(13) i s a real saltbox. The facade of th i s two story house i s also two bays wide, 
although the windows of the second fl o o r are not on l i n e with those of the f i r s t . 
The entrance is housed i n a Beverly jog attached to the east elevation. 

15 River Street (12) i s a two story gambrel roofed house, perpendicular to the 
street. To the rear stands 15% River Street (14). This i s a f i v e bay wide, 2 
story ridge roofed center entry believed to have been b u i l t i n the 18th c. 18 River 
Street i s a 2 story, f i v e bay center entry with a ridge roof and Beverly jogs on 
either side. 19 River Street i s a 2% story, two bay wide house with gable end to 
the street, b u i l t i n the narrow space between 17-17^. River Street and 12 Lynn Street. 

12 Lynn Street (20) i s a f i v e bay wide, 2 story, gambrel roofed house with central 
chimney, enclosed porch, and a two story shed roofed wing to the rear. Just across 
Lynn Street, 13 Lynn Street (17) i s a 3 story ridge roofed m u l t i - u n i t building of 
undetermined age. I t i s covered with two toned aluminum siding. 9 Lynn Street (21) 
is another 2 story, f i v e bay wide, gambrel roofed house. There i s a triangular 
pediment over the center entry and an e l l to the rear. 7 Lynn Street i s a two, story 
ridge roofed house with a three bay wide facade. There i s a large addition to 
the rear. The house i s covered with white aluminum siding. 

Most of the d i s t r i c t houses are covered with clapboards or wooden shingles, although 
there i s some asphalt and aluminum siding. 
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o r i g i n a l nomination. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

S t a r t i n g a t the i n t e r s e c t i o n o f the m i d l i n e o f Summer S t . and the extended southern l o t 
l i n e o f the Broad S t . Cemetery: 
Thence runn ing n o r t h e r l y a long the m i d l i n e o f Summer S t . , c ross ing Federal S t . ; ; j 
Thence runn ing w e s t e r l y a long the back l o t l i n e s o f p r o p e r t i e s f r o n t i n g on the ! ! 
n o r t h s ide o f Federal S t . t o #102 Federal S t , ; j ' 
Thence running n o r t h e r l y a long the eastern l o t l i n e o f #30-32 Beckford S t , t o the i 
n o r t h e r n l o t l i n e o f #30-32 Beckfo rd ; con t i nned i 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES ) 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE ' \ 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE , 

' •] 
[QFORM PREPARED BY 

NAME/TITLE Joseph Orfant and Blaine Mallory, National Register Editor & Assistant I • 
(Jacob Wolfson, John H. Carr, Carol P, Carr, Historic Salem, I n c ) 

ORGANIZATION DATE ^ j ,?1 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission September 14, 1977 j 
STREET & NUMBER ' TELEPHONE ^ 

294 Washington Street 617-727-8470 f 
CITY OR TOWN STATE i 

Boston Massachusetts 02108 

E S T A T E HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL STATE LOCAL 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665) , I 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 

^'^""^ Executive Director, Mass. Histori^^ Commission ^/ / <6 ^ '7 S 
FDR NPS USE ONLY 

1 HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

DATE 

DIRECTOR. OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
ATTEST DATE 

KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

GPO 892- 453 
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The addition to the Chestnut Street Historic D i s t r i c t i s s i g n i f i c a n t for i t s scale, 
architecture, archeological p o t e n t i a l , associations, and relationship to the existing 
h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t . This area has changed l i t t l e since the early 19th c. 

The 16' wide streets and closely packed houses create an area of unique scale and 
character. A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , the houses are less imposing and more informal than 
the more prominent high style examples i n the existing d i s t r i c t of which they are 
contemporaries. These are the houses of Salem's artisans, craftsmen, and small 
merchants, many of whom played important roles i n Salem's history. 9 Lynn Street 
(21) was b u i l t c. 1778 by Benjamin Goodhue, a delegate to the 1789 Congress. 
7 River Street (6) was b u i l t by John Wright, a housewright and o f f i c e r i n the Revolu­
t i o n , who was the builder responsible for the Mclntire designed Old Customs House. 

While the moneyed and i n f l u e n t i a l residents of Chestnut, Essex, and Federal Streets 
were directing and charting the a f f a i r s and economy of the c i t y and nation, the 
residents of t h i s area were the workers and tradesmen who serviced the others and 
performed less glamorous tasks. 

The addition i s an excellently preserved, cohesive streetscape. There are no gaps; 
the newer construction was accomplished i n character and scale consistent with the 
existing stock. There are no intrusions. 

The expansion to the Chestnut Street D i s t r i c t provides us an opportunity to recognize 
the archeological significance of the d i s t r i c t . Archeological properties of the 
d i s t r i c t are those features, a r t i f a c t s and data which were created and deposited 
during the l a t e 18th and early 19th c, the period which the d i s t r i c t represents so 
w e l l a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y . Moranl has argued that t h i s period was one of i n t e l l e c t u a l , 
as w e l l as p o l i t i c a l and economic, change for the American s e t t l e r s . He supports 
his hypothesis with archeological evidence from his investigations at the Salem 
National Maritime Site and also cites James Deetz' investigations at Plimouth Planta­
t i o n . The archeological resources of the Chestnut Street area provide an excellent 
data base with which to explore various economic, social and i n t e l l e c t u a l changes. 
These changes would be reflected i n the lifeways and preferences of individuals 
occupying the houses of the d i s t r i c t during the late 18th and early 19th c. The l i f e -
ways and preferences have shaped the archeological resources of that period to a 
large extent. 

TMO ran, G.P, 1976 "Trash Pits and Natural Rights i n the Revolutionary Era", 
H i s t o r i c a l Archaeology 29(3): 192-202 
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We should be able to in f e r these lifeways, preferences socio-economic conditions 
and i n t e l l e c t u a l changes through careful, s c i e n t i f i c investigation of the archeolo­
g i c a l resources. 

Since the area has not undergone much development since the relevant period, we 
can expect the archeological resources to be r e l a t i v e l y undisturbed and po t e n t i a l l y 
quite useable. 



Form No. 10 -300a 
(Hev 10-74) 

UNITEDSTATES DEPARTMENT OE THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

FOR MPS USE o n i i ' 

RECEIVED MAR 8 1978 

DATEENTEgED a^^p^--^'yoj^^^^ 

10 1 
CONTI NUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER PAGE 

Verbal Boundary Description- Cont. 

Thence running westerly along the rear (northern) l o t lines of #2,4,6,8,12, 
14,16,18 River St. to the western l o t l i n e of #18 River St.; 
Thence running southerly to the midline of River St.; 
Thence running westerly along the northern l o t l i n e of #13 Lynn St. to the 
rear (western) l o t l i n e of #13 Lynn St. 
Thence running southerly along the western l o t lines of #13 s 11 Lynn St. 
to the northern l o t l i n e of #128-130 Federal St.; 
Thence running westerly along the back l o t lines of # 128-130 Federal St. 
to the westerly l o t l i n e of said property; 
Thence running southerly along the western l o t l i n e of #128-130 Federal 
St. to the northern l o t l i n e of #8 Carpenter St.; 
Thence running westerly along the northern l o t l i n e of #8 Carpenter St., 
and continuing along the northern l o t l i n e of #5 Carpenter St., and following 
the back l o t lines of the properties fronting on the north side of Federal 
St., extended to the midline of F l i n t St.; 
Thence running southerly along the midline of F l i n t St. to the midline of 
Essex St.; 
Thence running westerly along the midline of Essex St. to the western l o t 
l i n e of #391 Essex St., extended; 
Thence running southerly along the western l o t l i n e of #391 Essex St. and 
continuing along the back l o t lines of houses facing on the west side of 
F l i n t St., extended to the midline of Warren St.; 
Thence running easterly along the midline of Warren St. to the midline of 
Pickering St.; 
Thence running southerly along the midline of Pickering St. to the midline 
of Broad St. ; 
Thence running easterly along the midline of Broad St. to the extension 
of the midline of Winthrop St.; 
Thence running southerly along the midline of Winthrop St. to the extension 
of the southern boudary of the Broad St. Cemetery; 
Thence running easterly along said boundary, extended to the midline of 
Summer St., the point of beginning. 
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Chestnut Street Historic D i s t r i c t 
(Enlargement) 
Salem, Massachusetts 





Unitecd States Department of the Interior 

NATIOxN'AL PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTON. D C. 20240 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

H34-880 

MAR 15 ]27Q 

Dear Property Owner: 

As you have probably already been informed by State or loc a l represen­
t a t i v e s , the property you own i s included i n a d i s t r i c t that has been 
nominated by the State f o r l i s t i n g i n the National Register which i s 
that l i s t of evidences of the past deemed worthy of keeping for the 
future by the Secretary of the I n t e r i o r . This nomination i s pending 
i n our o f f i c e . 

Since you may not have been aware of pot e n t i a l benefits and provisions 
of the Tax Reform Act of 1976 when the d i s t r i c t including your property 
was o r i g i n a l l y considered by the State for nomination, we are sending 
informative material at t h i s time. I f you wish to make comments about 
your property or the d i s t r i c t r e l a t i v e to the National Register " C r i t e r i a 
for Evaluation" (see enclosed green l e a f l e t ) , we w i l l be pleased to 
consider them as an adjunct to our evaluation of placing your property 
i n the National Register. Comments should be made within 30 days of 
the date of t h i s l e t t e r and should be addressed to Dr. William J. 
Murtagh, Keeper of the National Register, National Park Service, Depart­
ment of the I n t e r i o r , Washington, D.C. 20240. 

Information concerning standards for r e h a b i l i t a t i o n may be obtained 
from Technical Preservation Services, Office of Archeology and Historic 
Preservation, National Park Service, Department of the I n t e r i o r , 
Washington, D.C. 20240. 

Questions concerning the National Register program or the implementation 
of the h i s t o r i c preservation provisions of the Tax Reform Act should 
also be addressed to the Keeper of the National Register. Inquiries 
must include the name of the d i s t r i c t (see address label) and property 
address to be properly handled. 

Sindterery 

Willialn J. Murta; 
Keeper of the Na Regist 

F.nr 1 fiRiirps 

A l l e t Realty Trust 
Robert Bramble 
Washington Street 
Marblehead, Massachusetts 01945 

(Re: Chestnut St. Hist. Dist. 17.17^3|iy. er 



OCT 1 i 1978 

ENTRIES IN THE NATICMAL REGISTER 

STATE MASSACHUSETTS 

Date Entered 

Name Location 

Chestnut Street Historic District Salem 
Essex County 

Boxmdary increase was approved October 4, 1978. 

•1: 

Also Notified 

Byers/bjr 10/6/78 





1. add Historic to t i t l e 

5. boundary increase: roughly bounded by Broad, Warren, F l i n t , River, and Summer Sts, 


