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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Medical Arts Building is a tiered Art-Deco skyscraper having sixteen (16)
floors and a reinforced conrete frame. Brick pilasters springing from a stone
basement at the ground floor divide the symmetrical Central Avenue facade into
five bays of diminishing height; the outer (first and fifth) bays stopping at the
twelth floor, the outer one-half of the second and fourth stopping at the fifteenth
and the remainder forming the pent house level. The pilasters are uninterrupted
by ornamentation and terminated by carved stone caps. The first tier of pilasters
have simple truncated caps, while those of the second tier end in a tall foiled
wing motif. The center pilasters are capped by scored basket weave stone with
a geometric stone frieze continuing around the building at this point. The
penthouse is terminated by a deep geometric stone cap. Ornamental terra cotta
spandrels infill between brick mullions and pilasters. Sash consists of metal
casement.

The main entry is framed by fluted pilasters and stylized floral splays topped
by a stone frieze carrying the inscription "Medical Arts Building". The vestibule
is trimmed in travertine and marble. Doors are wood with bronze hardware with
Jjabs and transom being bronze framed. Over the transom is a highly decorate
bronze grille.

The interior of the building has been little altered. Embossed metal elevator
doors were removed when the elevator mechanism was changed. The entry lobby has
coffered plaster ceiling and marble walls, while the elevator lobby has a vaulted
plaster ceiling.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Medical Arts Building was constructed in 1929 by general contractor
G. C. Gordon Walker. The building was designed by the architectural firm of
Almand and Stuck of Little Rock. It was from its date of construction until
the building of the Tower Building in Little Rock, 1960, the tallest building
in the state. The building was designed as medical offices and still serves
in the capacity. The structure is Art Decco and due to the fineness of its

massing and detail, it is the most significant structure of this style in the
- state of Arkansas.

Amoung the outstanding architectural features of this building is the bas-relief
carving of the lime stone frieze and facing on the main entrance. The work is
beautifully detailed in an Art-Deco pattern. The bronze (now painted black)
grille work above the door is also notable.
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2. A1l of Lot 11, and a part of Lot 10 of 3lock 89 of HOT
SPRINGS RESERVATION, as mapped and platted by the United

‘States Hot Springs Commissioners, said part of Lot 10
being particularly described 'as follows: Beginning at

. the common corner of Lots 10 and 11, on Central Avenue,

running thence in a northerly direction along the east-

erly line of said Lot 10, and Central Avenue for a dis-
tance of 24 and 7/10 feet, thence in a westerly direct-

ion through said Lot 10, at right angles to tangent of
the curve of the front of said lot 10 for a distance of

175 feet to the west side of said Lot 10, thence in a

southerly direction along the westerly boundary of said

Iot 10 and Whippoorwill Street, a distance of 17 and
1/10 feet to the common corner of said Lots 10 and 11

on Whippoorwill Street, thence in an easterly direction

along the dividing line between said Lots 10 and 11, a
distance of 175 feet to the place of begzinning, together

with the use of an alleyway as created and allotted by

a final decree of the Garland Chancery Court, Arkansas,
dated July 26, 1902, and appearing in Chancery Record H at

pege 497, of said Court, allotting said alley as common

- property to be held, used and enjoyed forever as a necessary
convenience by the fee simple owners of said alleyway, and

the owner of the lands adjoining on the north, which alley-

way is described as follows: A part of Lot 12, Block 89
of the HOT SPRINGS RESERVATION, as mapped and platted by

the United States Hot Springs Commissiénsrs, in Garland

. County, Arkansas, particularly described as:follows:

Commencing at the comion corner of Lots 11 and 12, said
Block, on Central Avenue, thence in a southerly direction -

along the easterly line of Lot 12, a distance of T and

8/10 feet, thence in a westerly direction through said
Lot 12, a distance of 6l feet, to a point that is L4 and

5/10 feet southerly and at right angles from the dividing

line between Iots 11 and 12, said Block, thence contin-
uing westerly through Lot 12, to its west line on Whipp-

oorwill Street, and to a point that is three feet south

of the common corner of Lotx 11 and 12, on Whippoorwill
Street, thence northerly along the west line of Iot 12,
and Whippoorwill Street, three feet to the common corner

of Iots 11 and 12, on Whippoorwill Street, thence easterly
along the dividing line between Lots 11 and 12, to Central

Avenue, and the place of beginning (herein called Building);

BOX 8

Qo
Krafibill Tulsa ok 7

4101 8104 CANARY; 8304 GREEN; 8204 WHITE; 8404 IVORY

PRINTED IN U.S A




&
Property W w ﬁﬂu‘«x 78 000s 56)
State H’PK.. Working Number (o % L o 333(/
TECHNICA CONTI;P&
Photos% 0
Maps { e.2 9%

HISTORIAN

RCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN
Qeeep -

g.a2-28
- ARCHEOLOGIST
Defer to architects in genmeral value. 1929 structure of OTHER
apparently Mfgfd justified genmeral significan n spectrum
of Arkansas styles - but property is not’ig ‘§§‘&ted with /?,Q,‘f,\(
a case for exceptional significance. . "\ (ane 3., e I-19-1%
NSNS e ; B LY TS A)fo{[\hﬁ;k&f(”‘\_) CoX " Dase ' OV R bkt W
HAER
Inventory
Review
ey sl v . Ll W 29, du REV IT CHIEF

1979~k (o Covordaed e el °"‘°
0 e e s TN s

“\u. Coor v weolo <lak & Wﬂﬂ'ﬂ BRANCH CHIEF

WWass +dotail, .
SR S A KEEPER
National Register Write-up : _ Send-back Entered M
] - .
Federal Register Entry 2-b 74 Re-submit INT:210674

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 7
























WHIPPOORWIL )

B weonie G

[

divs

82

=

WP LA
I o L
LOTS /o442, ‘HLocK' 89
HOTiSFI?/N(,.s WEsERw;TIpN
: ARKA NSAS, ‘

Ta 5/70wm_q e

D/ws/on Line firouy/r Lot /0
Open Alle Y Hhrovgh kot / 2

Locatiorn Nor7h o"/'c/e}t’owéekﬁa

Hofe/ Bldg. as /5 o idlale |
| Swrveyed %y P)aﬂ‘ed by
FVPCLLSWORTH'GE
| Iteg, Pra/ qurNo 93,
5707‘*6 ofArkaﬂsw,s
i aeg. 6% (820,
| ge







ARKANSAS HISTORIC
PRESERVATION PROGRAM

Suite 500, Continental Building, Main and Markham
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201  Telephone: (501) 371-2763

February 10, 1978
Mr. Richard Shofst FEB 14 1979
236 Central Avenue
Box 1678

Hot Springs, AR 7
Medical Arts Building

Hot Springs, Garland County

Dear Mr. Shofstall:

The staff of the Arkansas Historic Preservaticn Program is preparcing a National
Reglauer noandtLon for the above captiocned pgroperty which will be presented

to the Arkansas State Review Committee at their March 14 meeting. If aplr cvad
the nomination will be submitted to the National Register office in Washington
for final consideration.

The National Register of Historic Places is a listing of historic sites, build-
ings, objects and districts from all across the countrxy that are worthy of
preservation. Entry in the National Register is an honor which places nc cb-
ligation on a private owner. It does, however, provide protection through
comrent by the Advisory Council con Historic Preservation from federally financed,
assisted or licensed projects that might affect a National Register property.

On October 4, 1976, the President signed a Tax Reform Act of which Section 2124
refers to tax incentives for historic properties. Enclosed you will find an
information sheet on that tax act.

If you have any questions concerning the program or this property's nomination,
please contact Sandra Taylor Smith of our staff.

Enclosed are two copies of this letter. Please complete the form below, sign
and return the original to our office. 'The copy is for your files. We would
appreciate receiving any comments you might have concerning the nomination cf
this property. 1iIf we do aot hear froit you within 30 days, your approval will
ke assumed.

Sincerely,

& oo e Lo ‘“S

Barbara Woodard, Deputy Director
Arkansas Historic Presexvaticn Program

I approve of the nomination of the above property >K( "
to the National Regicter of Historic Flaces. Yek No
Comments:

R. B. Shofstall JE .

e 28 g g

Date (1"ur

A DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ARKANSAS NATURAL & CULTURAL HERITAGE
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE

ARKANSAS

Date Entered

Rame

Gordon, Troy, Ho#ge
Clark County Courthouse
Washington County Jail
Womack-Parker House

Battery C Site

Holt, Flavius, House
Massey Hotel

(‘Hedical Arts Building
\¥7 —

Honorable Dale Bumpers

DEC 1 1978

Also Notified

Honorable Kaneaster Hodges, Jr.
Honorable John P. Hammerschmidt

Honorable Ray Thornton

Honorable Bill Alexander

( NR Byers/bjr

S S ——

12/19/78

Location

Fayetteville
Washington County

Arkadelphia
Clark County

Fayetteville
Washington County

Nashville
Howard County

Phillips County

Nashville
Howard County

Bentonville
Benton County

Hot Springs
Garland County

State Historic Preservation Officer
Ms. Anne Bartley :

Acting Director

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program
Suite 500, Continental Building
Markham and Main Streets

Little Rock, Arkansas 72201
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