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1. Name of Property
historic name. Fort Point Channel HP
other names/site number_

2. Location
Necco Court, Thomson Place*

street & number A, Binford, Congress, Farnsworth, Melcher, Midway, Sleeper, Stillings, Summer Sts. na not
for publication * Thomson Place is the current name of the former Pittsburgh Street. It is alternatively spelled Thompson Place

city or town Boston  (South Boston) n/a vicinity

state Massachusetts .code MA county  Suffolk code 025 zip code 02210

3. Statft/Fftriftral Agftnr.y Cftrtifinatinn

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this**omination
* request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
Sheets ¢ does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

HA7ationally CKstatewide SJrocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

SignaturVof certifying official/Title*ara H. Metz, State Historic Preservation Officer Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property » meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4 NaK@nal Park SfirvicB Cfirtification
I, her/by certify that this property is:
y entered in the National Register
* See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
* See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Frirt Point Channel HP
Name of Property

fi niassifiratinn
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
JL private _ building(s)
JL public-local jidistrict
_ public-State _ site
_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

n/a

6 Function nr Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Commerce/Trade: warehouses
Industry/Processing/Extraction: manufacturing facility

Transportation: road-related, water-related

7. Descrlptinn
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)

see district data sheet

Narrative Description

Suffolk. MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
82 7 .building
sites
. structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

1 Congres.s St Fire Station (NRIND. 19877

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic: multiple dwelling
Commerce/Trade: manufacturing facikity
Recreation/Culture: museums, studio
Landscape:

Transportation: road-related, water-related

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation

walls

roof.

other.

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7.1 Description:
Architectural Classification (continued)

LATE 19" AN EARLY 20" CENTURY REVIVALS; Classicd Revival, Rendssance Revival, Romanesgue Reviva
LATE VICTORL\N; Itdianate, Queen Anne, Stylized Classicd
LATE 19™ AND EARLY 20™ CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS: Industria utilitarian

The Fort Point Channd National Register Historic District (abbreviated inthis nomination as "FPCNRD") isaroughly 55-acre
ste located across Fort Point Channd from downtown Baoston, & the northwest comer of South Boston. It contains 103
buildings and 11 gructures (specifically, four bridges, aprominent chimney, and two sections of seawadl dong both sdes of
Fort Point Channd, aca 1920sBoston Wharf Company roof sign, and a monumenta milk bottle built to advertise amilk
company). Eighty-nine buildings and 9 structures are condgdered contributing. The channd's three historic bridges, the Summer
Street (1898-99), Northern Avenue (1908), and Congress Street (1930) bridges are rare examples of their types and desarveto
be respectfully rehabilitated and preserved. The great majority of the buildings were built between 1830 and 1929 and arelofts
congructed for warehousing and light manufacturing. Very few buildings have been congructed in the district Snce 1929. As
representatives of origina function, period of development, and building form, the areais remarkably uniform and distinctive.
Ore resource, the Congress &. Fire Station, was listed in the National Register of Historic Flacesin 1987.

The seawvdls (photo # 1) on both Sdes of Fort Point Channd were built according to boundaries adopted by the Board of
Harbor Commissoners during the 1870s. The Boston Wharf Company (referred to in this nomination as "BWCao") filled the
land on the eest Sde of the channd, then built the streets, laid out lots, and also erected mogt of the buildings, which were
designed by the company's staff architects. Most of the buildings located within the district postdate the company's 1880s
reconfiguration as ared estate devdopment company. Whilethe land surrounding the district and many parcdswithin the
district are now being redeveloped the district itself continuesto have dear boundariesthat correspond with its historic
boundaries. The historic district is clearly recognizable.

In terms of historic architectural styles represented within the district, the predominance of Classica Reviva dylesis a
consegquence of the period within which many of the extant buildings were developed, the 1890sto 1920s In addition to the
Classica Reviva style, earlier buildings of the district are rendered in avariety of architectural styles, including Itdianate,
Quen Anne, Rendissance Revival, Romanesgue Reviva and Industrid utilitarian modes. Mogt of the buildings within the
district were designed by Morton D. Safford, the wharf company's staff architect from 1893 to 1917, and his successor Howard
B. Prescott (1917 to 1939).

The method of congtruction used in the majority of the historic loftsis warehouse congtruction, a system of heavy timber
framing that probably originated in New England. It most likely was derived from dow-burning construction, a sysemwidely
usd inthe region to build textile mills, which definitely was invented in New England. By the 1830s locd fire safety advocates
were urging the transfer of dow-burning construction to commercid structuresto improve their fire safety, and architects
adapted it for urban lofts. The result was warehouse framing. The warehouse system of congtruction Sporeed to cities around the
country. For example, it was used by Bogton-based Henry Hobson Richardson in his famous Marshall Fiedld Wholesdle
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Store in Chicago (1885-87, demolished). Thus, warehouse congtruction isaregiona invention, and the digtrict'sloftsare
vauable examples of the sysem, which soread from New England to cities around the nation.

Ore of themodt distincfive agpects of the district's gopearance isthe difference in grade between Summer Stret, the areds
principal traffic artery, and the other streets of the district. Summer Sireet wias built in conjunction with South Station railroad
terminas (NR), and the relocation of tracks that formerly crossed Boston Wharf Company's ste dong with remova of the
railroad bridge soanning the channd. Summer Street Bridge wias erected roughly a the site of the old railroad bridge and the
dreet was devated 0 that it could continue above grade on aviaduct over the railroad yards part of Boston Wharf Co.'s Site.
The difference in grade ismog gpparent a the point where Summer Street is carried approximately 25 feet above A Stregt via a
andl ged bridge (photo #44). The Summe Street bridge a A Street is supported by abutment walls composad of battered
granite blocks. Pedestrian accessfrom A Stregt up to the level of Summer Street is gained viaameta Stairway located adjacent
to the bridge on the west 9de of A Street. Vehicular accessisviaMeéecher &, which curves and dopes from Summe down to
A Street (photo #11).

7.2 Topographical Development/ Bridge linksbetween the FPCNRD in South
Boston and Boston

The proposed Fort Point Channel National Regigter of Historic Places District is located across Fort Point Channd from
downtown Baoston, on the northwest Sde of South Boston. South Boston wiss originaly apeninsula of 579.3 acresthat wes part
of the separatetown of Dorchester and known as Dorchester Neck. All 1and on the northern sde of South Boston—essentidly
al land north of Firgt Street, continuing for about one mile to Fan Pie—is meade land that was created by enclosing the origina
marshes and shoaswith seawalls and filling in behind them. The original (1630) northern shordine of South Boston ran
roughly dong what isnow Wes Second Street between Dorchester Avenue and B Street, between West First and West Second
dreets from B to Dorchester S, and north of West First Street between Dorchester Street and Farragut Road.

Severd entities cregted the shoreline, including the Commonwedth of Massachusetts, Boston & Albany Railroad, and the
Bogton Wharf Company. Between 1855 and 1996, the congtruction of bridges acrossthe roughly 1/10 mile-wide Fort Point
Channd linked the FPCNRD section of South Boston with Boston proper. All the land of the Fort Point Channd National
Regiger District was cregted by the Boston Wharf Company between the late 1830sand the early 20* century.

7.3 Bridges located within the FPCNRD

The four bridges located within the Fort Point Channd National Regigter District represent a century of American bridge
design, fromthe late 1890sto the late 1990s. The bridges spanning the Channd serve as symbals of the fast-disgppearing
maritime and industrial heritage of Boston's segport. All of the historic bridges were movable, to alow shipsinto the Channd.
The Northern Avenue, Congress Street and Summer Street bridges dong with the Evelyn Moakley Bridge (1996) currently
Frveas significant links between downtown and tourist detinations including the Boston Tea Party Museum, Children's
Museumn, Bogton Fire Museum and the new Boston Convention Center. The Evelyn Moakley Bridgeis amodem ged ad
concrete haunched girder bridge that is a noncontributing smcture within the district. Additionally, the bridges provide
vehicular and pededtrian accessto the artigts, budnesspersonnd and loft-dwellers who live and work in the district. The bridges
aso provide four atemative routes for evacuating the city in case of emergency.

(continued)
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Ore of only three surviving swing bridges built by the city of Bogon in the late 19* and early 20* centuries, the Northern
Avenue bridge (Photo # 5) isthe only operable bridge of itstype in Bogton. It isa sted ,rim-bearingswing bridge, the centra
section of which rotates through 90 degress about an "island” inthe center of the channd, allowing weter traffic to pass through
the Channd. The draw was originally powered by compressed air, with two air compressorsinstalled by Waworth. According

to HAER: "The bridge wes designed by William Jackson, Chief of the Bogton City Engineering Department and built by the
New England Stmctural Company.”" The 80-foot-wide bridge originally carried two sdewalks, two roadways and acenter lane,
double-trackfreightrailroad line.

74 FPCNRD Boundaries

Despite condgderable redevelopment around the district, the areais clearly defined for the mog part by its historic boundaries. It
is bounded on the north and eedt by land formerly occupied by railroad yards and tracks, and on the west by the water and
seawvdls of the Fort Point Channdl. Only a its southem end, in the A Streat and Midway section, isthe district defined by
building demalitions. The boundaries are basad on the period of devdopment of the buildings that survivein and characterize
the district today.

The digtrict indudes and continues across four bridges that goan Fort Point Channd: the Northern Avenue Bridge & the
northwestem comer of the district, the Evelyn Moakley Bridge (non contributing), the Congress Sfreet Bridge, and the Summer
Strest Bridge.

75 Architectural Overview

Since the mgjority of the buildings in the disfrict were built for the very practical purposes of warehousing, wholesding and
manufacturing, we might expect them to be utilitarian in gppearance. Y et, while an interest in maximizing profit may have
inclined the devdopears not to waste money on decoration, it did not preclude architectura trestment. Many buildingsin the
digtrict are plain and smplewith little allusionto style, but mogt have a least afew omamenta features that assodate them
with somerecognizable style. Represented inthe district are various architectural styles popular inthe late 19¢ and early 20*
centuries, including Italianate, Pand Brick, Romanesque, Classicd Revival, and Early -20 -Century Stylized Classicd. The
gyles mog common here are the Classical Reviva and Stylized Classca styles, which were popular during the period of
gregtest expansgon—from the 1890s to the 1920s A discussion of historic architectura styles in the district will be prefaced by
a condgderation of the predominant building type: lofts.

Building type: lofts

With afew exceptions, the buildings in the disfrict can be classified as "l ofts'—a common but overlooked building type found
in cifiesaround the United States. Asdefined inthe 1901-1902 edition of Sturgis Illustrated Dictionary of Architecture and
Building, aloft is"any upper floor, as inawarehouse, when intended to be used more or lessas one large workshop or dorage
goace, and, hence, open throughout without daborate finish.”

The architectural historian Robert Bmegmann defines loftsas " all purpose commercid smctures with large, open floors
devoted to wholesaling, warehousing, and light manufacturing operations such as cothes making and printing.” Writing about
the loftsin Chicago's tum-of-the-century West Loop "warehouse district,” he noted that such arees™ condtituted amajor part of

(continued)
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the centra business digtrict of dmost every large American city in the late nineteenth century.” Y et he ds0 writesthat despite
being acommon building type and found in mogt large cities, "too little is known about loft buildings inany city.” The digtrict's
buildings are excdlent specimens of |ofts, and their characteristics can help definethe building type.

The loftsof thedistrict, like loftsesawhere, were boxes endlosed by brick walls and flat roofs. Of medium height, these
buildings range from 5to 10 stories. Congtruction was heavy, to accommodate heavy loads. They contained few amenities and
little interior finish. Their sarvices and mechanica equipment, including eevator service, plumbing, heating and lighting, was
smpler than would be found in contemporary officebuildings. Architecturaly, they tended to be more goare than daborate,
dthough the extent of faBade ornamentation varied. Neverthdess, ornament was largely confined to the walls that faced
principal dreets the buildings sde and dley walls were entirely plain or lessadorned, constructed with common bricks and
hed smpler window openings. In other words, the buildings were not trested as unified, three-dimensiona objects, and
architectura ornament was applied to the areasthat the public was mogt likely to see The buildings often hed raised besaments
lit through windows a ground level, which mede the basemant goece usedble. Inside, the loftswere open except for posts and
firewalls or structurd partitionsthat subdivided the buildings.

In addition to sharing these characterigtics, the loftsin the district have some others that have not bean previoudy noted by
American architecturd writers. One gpparent design distinction among the district'slofts hes to do with abuildings origina
use between those designed specifically for warehousing and those designed for manufacturing. The purpose -built warehouses
have lessglazing—more wall areato window—aompared to the buildings intended for manufacturing or mixed uses Inthese
buildings, fire protectionwas more important than natura light, hencethe limited sze of openings, which were protected with
fire shutters Mogt shutters have bean removed, dthough their hinges remain. Another characterigtic of the warehousesweas
goads doors sacked in tiers, topped with pulleysfor raising and lowering goods. Even if abuilding had an interior freight
devator, the pulley was useful for lowering goods into trucks. Some buildings still have their pulleys(locally caled whips)
projecting from the roof over the loading doors. Examples of buildings congructed as warehouses are the Atlas Stores (316
Congress Street, Photo #6), Lombard's Stores (313 Congress Street, Photo #17), and J. S Williams Stores (320-324
Congress Street, photo # 18). Another, smdler example is25 Thomson Place (photo# 20) These were built as dorage
warehouses not wholesale stores, which retailers visited to purchase stock for their shops and which hed to have amore public
face and contain showrooms. Since dorage warehouses did not have to goped to the public, their desgners could economize on
architectura decoration. These warehouses are among the plainest buildings in the district.

The more fenestrated neighbors of these Congress Street warehouses were built for manufacturing. The manufacturing buildings
hed numerous or large windows and skylights to bring naturd light into the often degp floor arees Examples of early buildings
designed for manufacturing are 347-351 Congress Street (photo#6), the Chase & Co. candy factory, and 355 Congress
Street, Tremont Electric Lighting Co. Often loftsintended for both dorage and manufacturing, like the Stillings Building
(364-372 Congress Street) and Harvey Building (374-384 Congress Street), have large windows. Elsawhere in the aren,
Boston Button (326 A Street, photo # 10), the NECCO lofts (253 Summer and 11-37 Melcher streets, photo # 11), and the
Factory Trust Loftsat A and Wormwood gtreets (photo# 12) are examples of purpose-built factories.

Whether warehouse or factory, the lofts were congtructed with one of three framing sysems: ordinary (light timber, joisted, e g.
239-41 A Street, photo# 13): warehouse (heavy timber, plank floors, e g. The Factory Buildings Trust loftsat 249-255 A

<. (photo# 12), or fireproof (sted frame with concretefloorsor reinforced concrete frame, eg. 292-302 Summer Street
(photo# 14). A factor that influenced the choice of framing system, and therefore a building's cost, was Boston's building code.
The code determined the kind of construction that could be used—whether fireproof or timber—depending on abuilding's
height.

(continued)
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Also, the city's 1892 law limited the undivided goacein brick and timber buildings to 10,000 square feet, 0 that buildings with
larger floor aresshad to have brick partition walls. Thesemles sheped the buildings in the disfrict: those Sx ories or lesshave
timber interiorframes,ordinary or warehouse constmction, while those seven sories or higher are fireproof Interestingly, very
few of the buildings have cat iron interior columns even though by the 1880s cast iron columns were commonplace and widely
used in urban loftsdsawhere. Cadt iron columns are found in the ground floor of 326-330 Congress Street (photo# 15 ) and 33
Seeper Street. Moretypicaly, the architects of FPCNRD |ofts stuck with heavy timber interior posts through the early 20*
century.

The following discusson is arranged by style, with the syles found on the earliest buildingsin the digrict discussed first.

Italianate Style

Ore gylethat gppears as aconcesson to style on otherwise plain buildings isthe Italianate. Characteristics of the Itdianate
dyle typicaly ssen on mid-to-late 19* century New England indusfrial buildings includethe pilagter-pand wall trestment,
bracketed eaves(typically expressed in brick corbelling) and ssgmenta or round arched windows and doorways. Windows are
oftentrimmed with labded window cgps (a frim over the top of awindow with "ears' down part of each dde) typicaly
expresd in brick. A number of otherwise plain buildings in the district have some of these Itdianate details.

The 1887 former Chase & Company candy factory, 347-351 Congress Street (photo#6), is one such building. This large,
six-story stmcture with araised basement isbuilt of red common brick with alow-pitched gable roofline onthe A Street dde.
The eavesare trimmed with brick corbelling. A limestone stringcourse separates the first floor from the upper stories. Windows
on thefirst floor and top floor are rectangular, while those of the above-grade basament and the upperfl oorsare ssgmentd
arches Thetwo main entrances on the Congress Street Sde are Roman archeswith brick surrounds. Itdianate details on this
building include the projecting corbelled brick eaves, round-arched doorways, and labeed ssgmentd-arched window cgps

A rectangular plague on the main feBade bearsthe initials of the Boston Wharf Company and the date 1887. Thisgopearsto be
the earliest building in the areabearing the company'’s initials and date of constmction. Another BWCo plague is on 332-36
Congress Street. Later plagues took the form of aClassica-style bronze medalion marked with the company's monogram and
date.

Itaianate details are found on Factory Buildings Trust Building No. 1 249-255 A Street (photo# 12). Thisisthe wesernmost
of five indugtria buildings that meke up the Factory Buildings Tmst industrial complex. Congtmcted ca 1895 of red common
brick and occupying the block bounded by A, Wormwood, and Binford sfreets, this six-story building hes aflat roof trimmed a
the eaves with acorbelled brick bracket motif. The main faBade on A Sfreet has two asymmefrically placed Roman-arched
entrances. The arches for these entrances extend upwards to endose arched transoms a the second floor level. Another
entrance, located a the northwest comer of the building, is st back from the fafade inaone-gstory, porch-like recess Inthis
porch, aheavy Tuscan column supports acadt iron frieze and comice. Windows on the first five stories onthe A, Wormwood,
and Binford Street ddes are segmenta arches trimmed with labeed window caps. Featuresthat associate thisbuilding with the
Itaianate yle are the corbelled bracketed eaves the labeded ssgmentd arch window cgps, and the Romantarched doorways a
the main entrances

Three of thefive Itdianate-style buildings in the district date from after the turn of the 20* century, one as late as 1912. These
buildings were built long after the time (in the mid-19* century) when the Italianate style was popular for high-style buildings.

(continued)
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By the time these later buildings went up, Itdianate dements had become a sort of industrial vemacular. The former Pittsburgh
Plate Glass Company Warehouse, 42-56 Thomson Place (photo# 19), built in 1909, isatwo-story, red brick building with
raised besament and a low-pitched gable roof. Yellow brick isusad to trim the corbelled roofline and window openings on the
Thomson Place faBade. Segmenta-arch windows & the first floor level are unusud for their cgps of contrasting yellow brick
laid flush with, rather than projecting from, the plane of the feBade. Except for their two-dimensiona form, these cgpsare like
the labded ssgmentd arches of other Itaianate buildings described above. The basament windows have no trim and the sscond-
floor windows are rectangular.

The rectangular windows are cgpped with rock-faced granite lintels. The section of the building a the north end hes more large
windows than does the rest of the structure and may have bean designed to house offices and ashowroom. The origina main
entrance may have occupied the fifth bay, now blocked up. The remainder of the building is accented a the first-floor level with
svead ssgmentd-arched windows, a pair of round-arch entrances, and three loading docks (now atered). Itdianate fegtures on
this sructure include the corbelled roofline, labded segmentd arch window trim, and round-arch entrances. The unusud use of
yellow brick for window trim and for portionsof the roofline corbelling lends astrong vemacular gppearanceto the building.
Yellow brick isgenerdly not associated with the Itdianate style. It may have been sdected naively to givethe effect of light-
colored gonetrim.

Two similar buildings adjoining one another on Thomson Flace can, with abit of imagination, be said to be Itdianate in syle:
25-27 Thomson Place and 29-33 Thomson Place (photo# 20). Built in 1909 and 1912, both are five stories with raised
besements and mede of pressed red brick. Their main facades are unarticulated and unadomed, with the exception of a wide
comice ebove the first floor and bracketed corbelled eaves capped with a sSimple projecting copper cornice. Windows are
rectangular and have no trim other than plain limestone sills. The broad effect of the eaves the cornice above thefirst floor, ad
the regular arrangement of the windows work to create a strong suggestion of the Itdianate.

Pand Brick

Much more unusud than the choice of the Itdianate isthe sdection of dements of the Pand Brick styleto trim an otherwise
plain building. This stylefl ourishedin Boston's Back Bay during the 1870s The Pand Brick style expressed the nature of the
condgtruction material, and by forming it into decorative pands of projecting and receding brickwork, and laying bricks a
unusud angles, cregted patterns and texture. Thisstyle allowed for imagination and freedom of expresson without referenceto
any specific historical style.

The AtlasStores, 316 Congress Street (photo# 21), isan example of this style. It issix gories of common red brick. It was
built in two pheses 1890 and ca. 1893, and eech wing isdivided into three sections by interior partitions. The resulting building
islong and narrow, accented along its length by smal windows and tiers of hoistways. Like the other early warehousssin the
digtrict, this building hes an unarticulated besethree stories high and pilagter-pand wallsin the upper section. What
distinguishes the Atlas Stores building are the touches of Pand Brick ornament, including corbelled string courses above the
first twofloorson the Congress Street faBade, brick eave corbelling, and a series of pands of naive decorative brickwork on the
chamfered southesst corner.

(continued)
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Despite the Pand Brick touches, the mogt distinctive and historically significant features of thisbuilding are its unpretentious
utilitarian gppearance, itsrelatively undtered exterior, and the survival of warehouse accoufrements, including not only

hoistway dormers and mechaniams, but dso iron shutters, still in place in severd locafions, pintels where shutters are missing,
and scuppers on the eest and west Sdes. Scuppears were usudly ingtalled to drain avay water in the event that sprinklers went
off BEven metd fire escgpes have been presarved, these are typically removed when buildings are substantidly rehabilitated and
other meensof emagency egressare provided to take their place. The building was converted to amuseum in the 1970s when a
meta and glass addition was mede to itswest Sde. However, the rehabilitation and adaptive use of the building was, on the
whole, extremely sendtive to the warehouse character of the ssmcture.

Two relatively ample buildings in the district have modest features that reference both the Italianate and the Pand Brick.
Symmetricd facades, round-headed window openings, and some use of granite or splayed brick window trim are al features
borrowed from the vocabulary of both architectura styles.

Lombard's Stores, 313 Congress Street (photo# 17), built in 1836, isboth the earliest extant building and the earliet Sorage
warehouse in the digtrict. Its former neighbor, the Dorr Stores (demolished)—the very first brick building in the disfrict—was
described as having a "' prison-like gppearance™ this dark building st the pattem for the other early warehouses Lombard's
Soresisarectangle of common brick, six stories high. The distinctive feature of this building is the contrasting treetment of the
exterior walls. Walls of the lower three floors are plain while the upperfloorsare pilaster pand type. Thistreatment is found on
the other early warehousesinthe district (the Williams and Atlas warehouses) and probably was not an omamentd feature,
rather, recessad pands between pilasters indicate the reduced thickness inthe walls of the upper stories. The windows are
unadomed savefor ssgmentd-arched tops. There isacorbelled brick comice. Located in the second, fourth and sixth bays
(counting from Congress Street back) on eech sde of the building are hoistways (afier of goods doors), which correspond to
interior partitions that divide the building into three sections eedt to west. Despite the ateration of its upper portion and new
main entrance, Lombard'sis of interest as an example of abuilding that isall function and little style.

J. S Williams Stores, 320-324 Congress Street (photo #18) issmilar in itsdesign to Lombard's Stores. Built in 18388, this
rectangular building of red common brick has plain wallsin the first two stories while the next four stories take the pilaster-
pane form. The present seventh floor was added in alate 20* century remodding. The building's ssgmentd arched windows
are otherwise unadomed and have granite sills.

The other buildings in the district with no intentionally omamentd feetures are a group of four factory buildings erected in the
1890s, part of the Factory Buildings Trust complex (photo #12 ). These buildings are rectangular, flat-roofed and Six stories
high, mede of common brick. Rooflines arefreatedwith brick corbeling and the windows are unedomed ssgmentd arches.
Where origina doorways survive, they are unomamented. Y et a fifth building in this group—actudly the first one of thefive
buildings in the complex to be ereded—hes omament referencing the Itdianate style. It may be that Building No. 1, which stood
on aman thoroughfare, A Sfreet, received modest omamentation to lend respectability to the entire complex, the rest of which
was largely hidden from public view.

Romanesgue Revival

Sevad of theearliest buildings in the disfrict are in the Romaneque Reviva style. This style had been used in the United
Saes as early as the middle years of the 19* century, but in the 1870s, Boston architect Henry Hobson Richardson renewed its
popularity with his own weighty version. Distincfiveto his expresson of the style were mass; the use of large, wide- Romen
arched entrances, the arcaded treetment of sections of the faBade; the use of dlit-like rectangular windows and of rectangular
windows with transoms; the rhythmica grouping of windows; and the use of ribbons of Roman-arched windows often a the top
floor.

(continued)
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Examples of the Romanesgue Reviva stylefound in the district were broadly influenced by Richardson but departed from some
of his characteristic dements. Like many Richardson-influenced commercid buildingsin the United States, the district's
buildings were executed in brick rather than in done—a lessexpensve materid and therefore more gppropriate for utilitarian
buildings. Also, the district'sbuildings often have ssgmentd arches.

The 1888 American Railway Express Building, 343 Congress Street (photo #22), isthe earliest use of the Romanesgue
Revivd gtylein the digtrict. Degpite its utilitarian origina purpose as agable, thisbuilding isan excdlent example of the
rhythmical design and subtle brickwork that characterizes the best examples of the style. The articulation of the main facedeis
not merely an application of Romanesgue ornamentd details to a gandard building, rather the design isworked out asen
aeghdic gaement initsdf. Of gpecid digtinction are the lower three floors, which were the first to be built. Here groups of
dim rectangular windows contrast with round-arched and ssgmenta-arched windows of varying Szesto create pleesing
rhythmical patterns. Interesting surface textures are created by the use of corbdled rectangular pands between piers of different
widths.

The fourth floor, added ca 1936, repeatsthe segmentd-arched-pand  treatment, and while this works acceptably well with the
earlier section, it does not possess the same degance of rhythm or the same subtlety of three-dimensiond articulation asthe
lower portion. Romanesque features ssen here include the use of pinkish-red brick with browngtonetrim laid in pink-tinted
mortar and the achievement of subtle textura effectsin the brick wall surface. Additionally, the Romanesque Revivd styleis
evident in the subdivision of the facade into horizontal bandsenlivened by rhythmica groupings of windows (Roman arched,
ssgmentd-arched, and rectangular) as well as the use of wide voussoirs over Romanrarched openings and foliate-carved
browngtione trim & the center of the main facade. A fifth story hes been recently added.

Ancther early example of the Romanesque style isthe Puthnam & Company Building, 326-330 Congress Street (photo #28).
Built in 1838, thissix -gtory pinkish-red brick building hes brick corbelling at the roof pargpet and double and triple windows
=t a the center of recessad pands. Corbelled ssgmenta arches form the tops of the pands a the second through fourth floors.
At the fifth and sixth floors, the pands are rectangular with rockface browngtone lintels and decorated with omamentad
brickwork. Foliateterra cotta tiles are an important decorative dement: these low-relief squaretilesare placed a regular
intervals dong the pilasters and above the windows in the arched-pand  sections. They add subtle detailing to the smocoth brick
facade, as does the corbelling of the arched pands and the ornamentd brickwork above. Doublewindows are located & each
floor of the western four bays. A vertical row of triple windows on the esst end of the miain faBade may reflect some origina
ue

The Bogon Button Company Building, 326 A Street (photo # 10), built in 1890, is anatha example of the Romanexque
Revival. It isgx gories on araised basament, and is mede of red commaon brick with broangone trim, induding a broamngone
trimmed brick pargpet a the roofline. The entrances are goannad by Roman arches A feature of the main faSade is the use of
pilagerson the uppe fivedories to sgparate each s of double windows from one anather. Pairs of ssoond and third sory
windows are surrounded by corbdled arched frames smilar to thase on the Putnam & Company Building.

Thewindows are ssgmentd arches except for those a the sixth floor and a the basament level on the main falade, which are
rectangular with rock-face browngtone lintels. On the main faBade, window caps are of brick with rock-faced brownstone
keysones and haunches Thistrestment of the segmental arch, with haunches or "stilts’, placed just beow the springing of the
ach isknown as adtilted arch. Windows on the longer south faBade are trimmed with projecting brick window caps.
Characteristic Romanexgue features of this building are itsoverdl red color, the rough quality lent to it by its rock-face
browngione trim, corbelled window pands, and the use of segmental and Roman archesfor windows and door openings.

(continued)
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S onthe corner of Congress and Farnsworth greets, the smal Congress Street Fire Station (NRIND, 1987) of 1891, 344
Congress Street (photo #23), is arguably the mog architecturally high-style building inthe district. While working in the
Romanesque gtyle, the architect chose light-colored building materids. In the early 1890s, architectura taste was turning to
lighter colors: yellow brick was popular with architects designing in the up-and-coming Classical Reviva style. Here it isusd
a8 an accompaniment to light-colored stone, suggesting through subtle manipulation of the two materids that the entire building
was built of sone. The main fabade of thefirehouseis articulated horizontally into three sections that graduate upweard from
rough to refined. Rising from rock-face granite piers a the ground level, the second leve isasuccessful blend of sharp-edged,
light-colored brick and rock-face granitetrim. Thetop levd of the faBade istrested as adate roof with acenter dormer and
pargpet. Although this building has no Roman or segmentd-arched openings and is built of yellow rather than red brick,
Romanesgue characterigtics are abundant.

A grong senseof the Romanesaue is provided by the beefy qudity of the rock-face granite pilagters that frame and sgparate the
two vehicleentrances a the ground floor level, and by the primitive treetment of their foliate capitas, imitating the actua
gppearance of medieva Romanesaue capitas. The paired grouping of windows with transoms a the ssoond level isa feature
dosdy assodaed with the style, following the example of Richardson. The use of foliate-carved detailing on brackets
supporting piers a either sde of the faux roof are typically Romanesque as isthe carving on a projection from which the
centra chimney rises. The massve chimney with its ribbed exterior isagrong feature lending medieva, Romanesque

character to the building.

In addition to the buildings with features characterigtic of the Romaneque Reviva style, severd otherwise plain buildings have
ome Romanesgue-derived features. One isthe Brown-Durell & Company Warehouse, 11-15 Farnsworth Street (not
depicted), 1893, afive-storybuilding constructed of common red brick with rock-face granite trim. On the south Sde, a
corbelled stair-gep brick pargpet partially disguises the low-pitched gable roof. Corbelling a the top of the first and fourth
floors subdivides the two major facedesinto three horizontal sections. A pair of former entrances on the far north end of the
main falade are soanned by Romean arches and cgpped with widerays of ornamentd brickwork. It seams that these were
originally the main entrances.

Ancther Roman-arched entrance, located a the eesternmogt bay on the south falade, istrimmed in asimilar manner. Thereis
a0 awide, unomamented, ssgmentd-arched entrance on the main faBade. Windows are ssgmentd arched single windows.
Although little attention was paid to aesthetics in this building, the choice of red brick as abuilding material, extendve use of
brick corbelling, segmentd-arched windows, and Roman-arched entranceswith wide cgpsgiveit avaguey Romaenesoue or
medieva fedling.

Even smpler in its references to the Romanesoue Reviva is47-53 Farnsworth Street (1895). Thistwo-story building isbuilt
of red common brick with gonetrim. The roofline on the main feBade is flat with a projecting corbelled brick eavecomice. The
large Roman-arched doorway a the south end of the main faBade—the main entrance—is completely unadorned. Most windows
ae unomamented single ssgmentd-arched openings. (The five northernmost sscond floor windows on the main feBade are
exceptions. they are rectangular double windows possibly edded a alater date) Featuresthat auggest the influenceof the
Romanesgue style in this very plain building are the choice of red brick and abrown-shaded sone as building materias, the
corbdled eaves and the use of the Roman arch. The generd simplicity of detail and the amdl sze of the windows, dthough
they are merdly expressons of utility, dso lend something of the air of the Romanesoue.

(continued)
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Classical Styles

The styles mog commonly seen in the Fort Point Channel National Regigter District today are the Classicd Revivd and an
ealy 20* century stylized derivative of the Classcd style, herecaled Stylized Classical. The Classicd Reviva style took hold
in the FPCNRD inthe 1890s Although the Romanesgue continued to be usad during that decade. Classicd Reviva became
dominant as it did in Americagenerdly a that time. The style received a grest boogd in popularity from the 1893 World's
Columbian Exposition in Chicago. The uniformly white coloration of theflamboyantpavilionsof the Expostion inspired an
architectura shift away from the subdued dark brownstone and red brick of previous decedes Through the influenceof the
Exposition, the Classica Reviva style and the associated use of light-colored brick became highly popular in thiscountry
during the 1890s afashion that continued into the early 20* century.

The architecture of the Italian Renaissance and of ancient Rome and Gresce provided sources for the form and ornamenta
treetment of buildings inthe Classca Reviva and Stylized Classca modes The Renaissance influence predominates in the
FPCNRD, where alarge number of buildings take the tripartite desgn of the Itdian Renaissance pdacefor their main facades.
This isespecidly true of high-style expressions of the Classicd Reviva style built in the 1890sand after.

The design method, cdled the "columnar theory of composition,” involved dividing the faBade into three sections like those of a
Classcd column, suggesting a basg, shaft and capital. Depending on the height of the building, the beseand capita could
include more than one gory treeted as asingle unit. A common way of treating the shaft (or middle) section was to divide it
vertically as aseries of pilasters with recesssd pands between them and to link the pilasters & the top with arches, creating an
arcade of arches springing from one pilaster to another.

Tripartite compostion first gopeared inthe district inthe 1890sand quickly becamethe faBade arangement of choice. The
development of tripartite organization in the district can be ssan by contrasting the Boston Button Building,

326 A Street, built in 1889-1890 (photo # 10), with two later Congress Street buildings, 348-352 (photo#'s 25,26) and 354-
358 (photo #27) built in 1894 and 1900, all designed by Morton Safford. Since al three buildings received dose attention to
their designs itisdear that the differences between the former, pre-tripartite building and the latter two are not accidenta but
rather, reflect new idess about feade organization. Bogon Button's main faBade on A Street isa dack of layers, only two of
which are aike architecturally.

Tripartite facades continued to be widely usad inthe district during the early 20* century for Stylized Classica style buildings.
However, buildingsin this freer interpretation of the Classicd style adhered to the tripartite form less strictly, just astheir
classcaly-inspired details cameto be more streamlined and interpreted in imaginative new ways.

Also assodaed with the district was the use of light colored brick, bacause light colored wallsresembled stone Aninterest in
light-colored exterior materias took hold in American building in the late 1880s Bogton architects followed the leed of their
New York colleagues inthe use of non-red bricks. A mgor early landmark inthe trend towards brick of alight coloration isthe
Teephone and Telegreph Building (Cyrus Eidlitz, 1886-1887) on Cortlandt Street in lower Manhattan. The nove color of the
brick in this building was 0 influential that other designers smply specified "Teephone’ brick when ordering materid for their
building. In the district, the earliest extant buildingswith light colored bricks are on Congress Street. The fashion for non-red
brick may have garted with the Bogton Fire Station on Congress Street, completed in 1891; it hes yellowish brick inits stregt
facades.

(continued)
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Theearliest extant |oft with alight colored brick faBade is332-336 Congress Street, built in 1892-1893. Designed by Bogion
Wharf Company architect Morton D. Safford, the building cannot be called Classicd Reviva in the high-style sanses references
to the Classca syle sean here are subtle and are not bessd upon acadamic precedents. Stylized Classica pilasters form the
vertica dements of the metd grid that articulates the main falade. Other Classical details are rendered in brick, including brick
pands beneeth the windows that are trimmed with corbelled dentils, and corbelled modillion brackets trim the roofline. It
gopearsthat there was originally ametd roof cornice, probably Classica in style, now missing. The building's iron dements
were made, as the foundry mark indicates, by "New Bedford Iron Fdy., New Bedford, Mass."

The ssoond Classicd Reviva building in the district is348-352 Congress Street (photo #s 25,26), afull-fledged, high-style
expresson of the style. Built in 1894 and designed by Morton D. Safford, it isamong thefinestexamples of the sylein the
digtrict. Itisdso of gpecid note because, unlike 0 many others, it hed hed few exterior dterations. It isafive-storybuilding on
arasaed basemant congtructed of rust-goeckled Romen brick of an orangey color. Trim isof gone, brick corbelling, molded
brick, terracotta and cadt iron. By the latter part of the 1890s, light-colored brick was the usud choice for prominent buildings in
the digtrict, such as thase on Summer and Méecher Stredts, as well as on Congress Street.

The largest saingle contribution to the growth of the Classica Reviva style in the district was medejust before the turn of the
twentieth century. In only two years, 1898 and 1899, agroup of saven buildings (250-254; 256-260; 262-266; 268-272; 274-
278; 280-290 and 292-302 Summer Street, streetscape photos, #29-33, 45) with imposing Classicad Revival syle facades
were built for wool wholesders on the north Sde of newly opened Summer Street. All but one hes been identified as the work
of Bogon Wharf Company architect Morton D. Safford. Classica Reviva-syle festures ssen in al of these buildings are the
uze of light-colored building materids, the Renaissance pdace form; Romen arches, pilasters, friezes, cornices, keystones, ad
"thermal” windows in the archesof the arcaded facades, and other Classicd features and ornaments.

Thisfirst cluster of high-style Classical Reviva buildings s the pattern for devedlopment along the street, ultimately creafing
for thisthoroughfare a high-style urban character with empheds on the Classicd Revivd style. Four of the buildings in this
original clugter were built next to one ancther in 1898. As agroup seen Sanding abreedt, these imposing buildings are variations
on atheme, impressive for the subgtantial quality of their materids and for their unity of design. Executed in quality materids,
they are similar to one anather in the tripartite Renaissance paace treatment of their facades and the use of similar building
materids and trim. Their besss al congst of brick pilasters, ribbed horizontaly with rock-face granite strips. Their midsections
ocongg of arrangements of tall arched pands to create the effect of arcades Their topfloorsare all trested as ribbons of Roman-
arched windows, and al have daborate projecting copper cornices decorated with Classca Reviva-style omament. Some of
the adjacent buildings are treeted as a Single structure.

Alternatively, 280-290 Summer Street (photo #30) isan example of asingle building mede to gppear as two, gpparently with
the purpose of bresking up itswide 16-bay faBade. Although the materids and design features are the samefor the two facades,
their middle sections each have different designs. The west end hes three arcadesflankedon either Sde by pairs of windows.
The eest ed istreated smply as three arcades. Although the building issimilar in itsoverdl design to other buildings in this
group, itsfabade arcade is unusud in that the arches are elliptical, not Roman, arches. Also noteworthy are the keysones of the
arcade, which are trimmed with carved shegp heedsto symbalize the building's purpose as awool merchant's warehouse. This
same arcade design and the shegp's heed keygtones are usad on both facades.

Unlike its neighbor, the eighteen-bay main feBade of 292-302 Summer Street (1898, photo #14) does not attempt to minimize
its large sze. Here the main faade is not broken up vertically to de-emphasize itswidth; rather, thisbuilding proclamsitssze

(continued)
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Across itsmidsection isarow of no fewer than seven uninterrupted arch panels. To acoant the vertical, its base section isonly
one gory high. The ground-floor trestment contrasts with that of other buildings in the group, where twofl oorsare expressed &
one, hiding behind two-story pilasters. A large-scale and distinctive feature of this building isthe off-center pair of monumentd,
roughly carved, two-story Roman granite entrance archeswith enormous projecting keystones. Thisisone of themogt
memorable architectural festures on Summer Street.

In 1899, the section of the dreet closest to the Summer Street Bridge was developed with three more buildings: 250-254
Summer Street (photo #29); 256-260 Summer Street (photo #31-32) and 262-266 Summer Street. Because of their location,
these are some of the mogt highly visible buildings inthe district. Not only are they the first to be seen by those crossing the
SUmme Stret Bridge, but their main facades are dso ssen heed-on from Mecher Street. They teke atripartite design, the
lower level of which conddts of thefirst twofloorsarticulated as tall pilasters. They have strongly projecting and highly
omamented Classical roof cornices and are eech digtinguished by a pair of central arcaded pands Each of thesethree buildings
dosy repeatsthe design of the other, yet none are exactly dike. Sight variationsin the color of brick and trim and window
dzesand arangement ae only afew of the subtle differences seen here. They were designed to complement eech other but to
reed as separate entities, following the example of the first group completed the year before. A digtinguishing feature is the
monumental Tuscan column that marks the west corner of the lowerfl oorsof 250-254 Summer Street (photo #29). Changes to
the lower twofloorsand windows of these buildings have dtered their origina gppesrances

Classicd Revivd-syle buildings very similar to thase built on Congress Street in 1894 and on Summer Street in 1898 and 189
were built for only abrief period after 1900. In 1900, 354-358 Congress Street (photo #27) was built on the pattern sstin
18 by its neighbor to the eedt (348-352 Congress Street (photo #s 25,26), the earliest surviving high-style Classicd Revivd
building in the district. Similarly, a 1904 wool warehouse a 281-283 Summer Street wes built following the modd of the
1898-1899 Summer Stret buildings, with variationsin stylistic trestment. However, when these buildings were built, their
architect, Morton D. Safford, was dready taking new directions in hiswork.

Important new design trends were dreedy underway. Changes that were taking place involved the sze and treetment of
windows. Window openings were becoming wider. In 1901, Safford built adramatically new-looking version of the Classcal
Revivd style on the corner of Congress and Thomson dreets. The main faBade of the Stillings Building, 364-372 Congress
Street, followsthe design modd of the two buildingsto itswest, but itswindow treetment iscompletely new. Pandsin the
pilagter-pand wall of its middle section are opened up to the entire pilaster-to-pand width and glazed with triple and quadruple
double-hung seeh with no masonry separations between them. The only portionsof the much larger masonry pands of the
earlier buildings to survive here are narrow horizontal pand strips below the windows. Window lintels in the form of decorative
iron pands disguise the sted beamsthat make such wide window openings possible. The much plainer Sdes and reer of the
building, with the exception of its corbelled eaves and amndl single windows a the top floor, suggest the large-windowed, Spare
architecture of American factories of the 1910s and 1920s

A look a the six-story, yellow brick New England Confectionary Company (NECCO) factory built in 1902 a 253 Summer
Street and 11-17,19-27, 29-37 Melcher Street (photo #11) shows Safford working to balance technological advanceswith
gyle. Here he combined the new large window type with amore simplified version of the Classica Revival stylethan he used
in the Stillings Building. One of the mogt striking buildings in the district, the NECCO factory is notable not only for the
digtinctive curve of its Mecher Street faBade but a0 for the degant simplicity of its stylized expresson of Classcd
architecture.

(continued)
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buildings are smilar in height and are built out to their property lines. Since roofsare mostly flat, or have the gppearance of
being flat, the buildingsall have generally boxlike forms. Architectural omament is mostly concentrated a the entrances,
windows and rooflinesemphasizing these major functional parts. No projecting features other than roof comices, pargpet
decoration, and three - dimensional omamenta details detract from the badc boxlike form. Also contributing to the visual
coherence of the Sfreetscapes is the predominance of the Classicd Reviva style. Strong unifying dements found throughout the
aeaae Classcd omamenta detalls, tripartite feBade arangement, and pilaster-pand faBadefreatment.On Summe and
Congress dreets, where there is a concenfration of high-style Classicad Reviva-stylebuildings, classicaly inspired light-
colored brick facades are aunifying feature.

The dengity of thedistrictis afunction of Boston Wharf Company's ownership of the land and its ability to lay out Sfreets and
lots to maximize ground coverage. Thus the visual character of the Sfreetscape is partly due to the nature of the district's
devdopment, by asingle, important real estate development company. The dengity, therefore, isreated to the historically
significant nature of the land ownership.

The combination of dendty and uniformity of mess create impressive Sreatscapes, for example, dong the north sde of
Summer Street (numbers 250 to 302, photos #14,31-33) between Fort Point Channd and the A Stirest Bridge, arguably the
mog imposing dreetscgpein the district. Here, amemorable march of Classicd Revival gray, tan and pde yellow facades,
desgned similarly but not identically, presdes over Summer Stredt, the district's principal artery and the widest thoroughfare.

Tuming south, immediately after crossing the Summer Street Bridge, the west Sde of Melcher Street isparticularly
noteworthy for its curving expanse of Classica Revival facadesfrom numbers 11to 37 (photo # 11). Laid-upin yellow brick,
the drama of the great sweep of these former NECCO factory facades is enhanced by the drop in grade between Melcher's
intersections with Summe and A dreets.

Additionally, amemorable expanse of warehouse facades isdisplayed a 191-225 and 227-229 A Street (photo #43) with their
red and yellow brick facades providing afineintroduction to the southem part of the district.

7.7 FPCNRD Alleys

Alleyslined with tall buildingsare some of the densest parts of the digtrict, for example the ones mnning north-south parallel
with land eet of Segpar and Famsworth sreets, one parallel with Congress Street between Sesgper Stiret and Thomson Place;
and one between BuildingsNo. 1 and No. 2 of the Factory Buildings Tmst complex. These encdlosed places, often framing
views of the buildingsinthe district, contragt with the wider sreets Summe and Congress dreets, which have views of arees
beyond the disfrict. Necco Street, on the west Sde of A Sfreet, possessesa Sfrestscagpe reminiscent of the gritty, industrial scenes
chosen for depiction inthe paintings of Charles Sheder and photographs of Walker Evans during the sscond quarter of the 20*
century. Here, the narrow path of Necco Street (photo # 45) is bordered by utilitarian brick facades with condderable visua
interest added by amassve, multi-story bridge linking buildings on either Sde of this amospheric alley way.

78 Bogon Wharf Company Sign
Further research is nesded on the sign atop 253 Summer Sfreet that announcesin large block lettering "BOSTON WHARF

COMPANY" (photo #44). Strategically located a the Summer Street Bridge entrance to the district, historic photographs
ugged that aggn (asmilar but not necessarily the present sign) has been located here Snce a leest the 1920s

(end)
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8. Architects/Builders (continued)

Joseph B. Strauss
Desmond & Lord

William Jackson
Harrison Henry Atwood
Bradley Window & Wetherdll

CA. Dodge (builder)
8.1 Satement of Significance

The Fort Point Channd National Regiger Digtrict, Bogon (referred to throughout the nomination as FPCNRD), medts Criteria
A and C of the National Regiger of Historic Faces a the local, Sate, and nationa levels in the aress of architecture, commerce,
community planning and development, industry, engineering, maritime history, and transportation. The District meets Criterion
A in two regpects. Firgt, the dte and structures exemplify akind of enterprise—land-making and red etate deve opment—that
wes characterigtic of Boston and the region, and important to the economic and physical development of both the city and the
region. Second, the district is an excdlent example of akind of urban loft district that was found in and neer the centersof cities
aooss the United Statesand played avital part in the nation's economic life.

The district is Stuated on landfill crested between the mid 1830sand the early 20™ century by the Boston Wharf Compeny, a
private wharf and later red estate devdopment company. New England is famous for its 19" century manufacturing
corporations, uch as the pioneering textile firmsof Watham and Lowell. Red edtate corporations were another regiond
business specidty, dthough their activities are lesswell known today.

Throughout the 19" century, many companies—from the Front Street Corporation, South Boston Association, and Broad Strect
Association early inthe century, to the suburban land subdividers of later decades—formed to create land; to lay out and
aubdivide land; and to build, sdll and manege gructures, both for businessand residential purposes This sort of development
organization was asodiated with Masssechusetts. In the 19" century, sevard other tates prohibited corporations from owning
red egtate or buildingsthat were not usad by them intheir busness operations. llinois was one such sate. The device New
England investors cregted to circumvent that state's law, which alowed them to pool resourcesin order to develop red edae in
Chicago, wes cdled a"Massachusetts Trust.'-

The Bogton Wharf Company (referred to inthis nomination as "BWCo") isan important example of a Massachusdtts red edate
devdopment corporation. Boston Wharf Company's land-making crested a large section of South Boston, roughly 96 acres in
total. It madeland and built infragtructure—dtreets, sawers, and lights—and a <0 built structures on the land for sde or leese
This achievement isof loca, regional, and national importance as an example of the work of amajor company inaline of
busness that was aNew England specidty.

From the gart of its crestion in 1836 until recent decedes, the FPCNRD hes been a place of busness and alocation for activities
oriented to water trangportation and industry. This changed in recent decades after artists moved into loftsvacated by the
warehousamen and manufacturers. The main period represented by the buildingstoday isthe Late Industrial Period (1870
1915), and the main theme is of awarehousing and light manufacturing district on the periphery of adowntown busness
digtrict, representing atime when Boston's economy was bessd on commerce and light manufacturing.
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The digtrict representsthe sort of urban [oft district on the periphery of the commercid core that was once a gandard and vital
part of American cities. Boston was an important colonia-era port and it continued (and continues) to be a principal trade city.
Goods arrived by ship, railroad and highway, and thusthe city hes dways had warehouses and yards for transshipment and
dorage The district originally sarved as awharf for goods sorage—in the mid-19™ century, for sugar and molasses principally.
Later the areadevdoped into aste for industrid activities, including generd warehousing and light manufacturing. The district
hes a large and well-preserved collection of lofts. At the time of their construction, the areahed no residentid population and
lacked even public uses, except for afire sation. Much later, beginning around 1975, artists began to make sudios ad
livelwork soecesin the loftsto take advantage of the large well-illuminated goeceinacentrd location. The aredls devdopment
mugt be undergood inthe context of Bogton's and the region's economic devel opment—specificaly, changesinindustry,
commerce, and trangportation.

Ancther higtorically significant agpect of the areaweas its importance as a center of the wool trade. During New England's reign
& the center of wool cloth manufacturing inthe United States, Boston merchants dominated the trade in goparel wool. In the
20" century, the largest of the wool merchants had warehouses and offices on Summer Street inthe district. This higtory is
recognized with a mearker attached to 259 Summer Street. The district itsalf, given the many loftsbuilt specifically for the wool
tradethat are till ganding and not significantly dtered, embodiesthis history.

With respect to Criterion C, the structures individually are excdlent examples of abuilding type—the urban loft—that wes
important inthe economic history of the city and the region. The district's loftsare dso fine examples of amethod of
congtruction ussd in such buildings: warehouse congtruction. In their architecture, they are fine examples of styles popular in
the city, region, and the nation during the late 19"and early 20™ centuries interpreted for industrial buildings. But more
important than the quality of individual buildings istheir collective effect. The district is particularly noteworthy for the
integrity of location and setting: itisan unusualy well-preserved, clearly bounded, and largdy intact district with few
incompatible buildings and a moderate amount of exterior dteration. Inthis regpedt, it srvesas an important national example
of an urban loft district from the Late Industrial Period—a kind of areathet is now obsolete for itsorigina purposesand highly
vulnerable to dterations for converson to other uses which might erode its gpecid character. The district dso retains integrity
of design, materids, workmanship, feeling, and association. The period of significancefor the district extends from 1836, when
land making activities began, to the fifty-year cutoff a 1954.

The buildings of the FPCNRD are significant as excdlent representatives of the loft type of structure, for the structura sysgems
used in these buildings, and for the high quality of their design. They are distinguished examples of architectura gtyles that
were popular during the period of their development, interpreted for warehouses and industrial structures.

The digtrict isarchitecturally significant as an unusualy coherent and wel-preserved collection of lae 19" and eaxly 20*
century lofts. Not only individua buildings, but entire srestscgpes survive largdy intact and undtered, preserving the visua
identity of the areaas a loft neighborhood. The district is remarkable for the unity of its design, architectura style, building
materids, massing, dendty, and scde Such visuad coherence is. in part, a conssquence of the district's exclusively industrial-
warehouse purpose. |n addition, the areawas developed by asingle red estate company, the Boston Wharf Company. All land
in the areawas mede by this company, which filled the dte mainly from 1837-1882, dthough the final filling (of an inlet that
once extended westward from Fort Point Channd across BWCo property neer Binford Street) occurred inthe 20™ century.

The Fort Point Channd National Regiger District comparesfavorably with other loft districts nationaly, including for example
the Historic Warehouse Didtrict in Cleveland, Ohio (listed in the National Register of Historic Flacesin 1982). These
wholesdling and warehousing districts often specidized in particular commodities produced or consumed intheir regions. In
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New England such acommodity was wool—the raw meaterid of the region's woolen and worsted cloth manufacturers. Baoston
becamethe nation's mogt important wool marketplace, and the center of thewoal trade was SUmma Stregt in the heart of the
Fort Point Channel National Regiger District.

82 Boston Wharf Company

The first meeting of the Baoston Wharf Company was held on October 22, 1835. The company was founded to provide docking
and warehousing for vessd's coming into the port of Boston. The company purchaesed flatsand built wharves. From 1850s to the
mid-1880s, BWCo specidized inthe sorage of sugar and molasses The company took this direction following the gopointment
of anew director, Elisha Atkins (1813-1888)—a sugar importer and planter who aso hed stock inthe Bay Sate Sugar
Refinery. Atkins, via his barques, the Neptune and Clothilde, was a mgjor figure in the sugar trade between Havana, Cuba, ad
Bogton. Since imported sugar and molasseswere subject to duties, they hed to be kept in sscure storage, "'inbond” until taxes
were paid. The company esteblished bonded yards, enclosed by atall fence, on both ddes of the little inlet, within which it built
large, one-story wooden gtorage shedsfor storing the molasses.

Anocther outstanding figure inthe early yearsof the Boston Wharf Company was William Freeman (1790-1870). Like Atkins,
Freaman was an early presdent of the Bogton Wharf Company. Freaman was a magjor importer of logwood, a Centrd American
tree whose ground pulp produced afavorite dye for woolen goods. Freeman operated Newton's Bemis Mill to grind the
logwood between 1847 and 1870, and in 1863 became one of the organizers of the Aetna Woolen Mills, on the Watertown
dhoresof the CharlesRiver.

Early land-maldng by the Boston Wharf Company

Making land by leveling hills and filling the marshesand muddy flatsthat ringed Bogton for the purpose of expanding the
buildable areaof the town is something Bostonians have bean doing snce the beginning of European settlement. Land-making
was encouraged by the Commonwedth's colonia-era riparian law, which" gives shordine property owners rightsto the
adjacent tidal flatsdown to the low tide lineor 1650 feet from the line of high tide, whichever is dosest to the shore™ The
origind intent of this law was nat to encourage land-making o much as to encourage waterfront landowners to build wharves.

Land-making only came into its own as an important activity during the first decade of the 19" century, with the formation of
sverd land devdopment corporations, some of which began to meke new land for the purpose of increasing the deveopable
aeaof thecity. While land-making to create the Back Bay neighborhood during the second half of the 19" century iswidely
known, the filling project that created the bulk of the Fort Point Channd district remains alittle known chapter in Boston's

devdopment history.

Red estate devd opers and speculators were active on both sidesof Fort Point Channd at the opening of the 19" century.
Coainciding with the annexation of South Bogton (originally part of thetown of Dorchester) to Boston in 1804, prominent men
with property interests in South Bogton (Harrison Gray Otis, Jonathan Mason, Gardiner Green et &) joined to build the first
bridge linking the two arees The South Boston Bridge, atoll bridge, opened in 1805. It was located a the south end of Fort
Point Channd, extending from Dover Street (later Eadt Berkdley Street) in Boston.

On the South Bosgton side of the channd, the South Bogton Association, like Boston's other land-making corporations, begaento
"wharf out" intothe channd." Later, in 1827-28, a more direct free bridge was built from the end of Federd Street in Bodon to

(continued)
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the Turnpike in South Bogton (roughly the Ste of today's Dorchester Avenue Bridge). This interfered with boat access to the
south end of the channd and encouraged fining on both Sdes of the channd  south of the bridge. Organized in 1833. the South
Cove Assodiates, between | 836 and 1839, filled the former wharves beow the Free Bridge on the Bogston side. Thisland
became the dte of terminasfor the newly established railroads. Around the same time, north of the Free Bridge on the opposite
shore, the Bogton Wharf Company began its wharfing-out and land-making venture.

Incorporated in 1836 for the purpose of building and operating wharves, Baston Wharf Company evolved into an industrial red
edate company a the end of the nineteenth century, as business conditions and opportunities changed. Between 1837 and 1882,
Bogton Wharf Company filled in the marshes to which it had rights in phases, advancing from south to north. By the 1840s the
company had built awharf with two huge arms. Filling continued north, the land meade access eesier, and led to the congtruction
of the Mt. Washington Avenue Bridge.

No bridge served the northern part of the Boson Wharf Company dte until 1855, when the Mt. Washington Avenue Bridge
(demalished) opened and connected the company's land to Boston proper & Knedand Street. Also around thistime, the
Midland Railroad (later the Boston, Hartford & Erie Railroad by 1863 and the New Y ork and New England Railroad by 1875)
obtained aright of way through the Bogton Wharf Company site. Itstracks came from the south dong the eestern edge of the
wharf company's property and then crossed on a pileviaduct and continued on a bridge over the channdl, ending a adepot in
the newly filled South Cove area. Thisrailroad bridge, roughly where the Summer Street Bridge crossesthe channd today, dso
opened in 1855. Both bridges hed to be drawbridges to alow boats ancess to wharves dong the channd and in South Bay.

The highway bridge and railway were a boon to the Baston Wharf Company, which proceeded to extend its land north, as it wes
authorized to do by the state legidature in 1853. The company filled an L-shgped dte up to the Summe Stredt railroad tracks,
except for an inlet perpendicular to Fort Point Channdl.

Theinlet extended acrossthe Boston Wharf Company lands inthe vicinity of Binford Street and was |eft open to acoommodate
a"guzzle" According to Nancy Seeshdles the section of the South Boston Hats under development by the Boston Wharf
Company was characterized by "a vast expanse of mud covered with luxuriant sea grass interlaced with navigable muddy
brooks called guzzles” In 1846, the Sate legidature caled for the Boson Wharf Company to ceesefilling operations and build
a bridge aorossthe guzzle near the futuresite of Binford Street. The inlet was grestly reduced in Sze between 1874 and the
eariy 1830sas the result of land-making on the eet dde of A Stret and disgppeared dtogether west of A Street by ca 1920.

Pog Civil War land-making at Fort Point Channe National Register District/ Seawall Congruction

The next phaseof the Bogon Wharf Company land-making began after the Civil War, coinciding with the gate's project to
improve and develop Boston Harbor. The configuration of the landfill from Summer Street to Fen Pier was determined by the
Board of Harbor Commissioners shortly after the commission's creation by the State legidature in 1866.

The Board adopted the plan proposed by the U. S Commissioners that caled for building aseawdl and filling in the South
Bogton flatsin order to concentrate the force of the tides. The commission hed bean formed, in part, to meke the harbor more
navigable and monitor land-making/wharf-building projects which might impede the tidal scour. 1t was during the landfill
campaign of the 1870sthat the section of the district north of Summer Street was crested and Fen Fier (just outside the northern
boundary of the FPCNRD) acquired its sgnature, curving ssawdl -enclosed shoreine.

Indesd, beginning in 1871, the Baston Wharf Company began "energetically” filling itsflatswith dirt excavated from Fort Hill
on the Boston sSde of the channd. The fort that both Hill and Channd reference was awooden, colonid-erafortification that
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once crowned ahill in the vicinity of High and Oliver greets, now the dte of the towers of International Place. By the 18605
the once-fashionable residential endave of Federd and Gresk Reviva townhouses atop Fort Hill hed deteriorated into an
impoverished pocket of tenement housing. Beginning in 1868, Fort Hill was cut down, in part, to rid the city of substandard
housing as well as to addressthe pressing need to create developable land dong Boston's harbor front. The creetion of new land
on either 9de of Fort Point Channd with materids excavated from Fort Hill represents a late chgpter in Boston's long history of
using earthen materids excavated from hillstofill in flats.

In addition to the Fort Hill materids, agreat ded of debrisfrom the Bogton fire of November 1872 was reportedly dso ussd to
fill the Bogon Wharf Company flats. On June 24, 1873, afour-part agreement concerning the filling of the areanorth and eest
of the line of South Boston's future Summer Stregt extension wes reeched between the Board of Harbor Commissioners, the
Bogon & Albany Railroad, the Bogon Wharf Company, and the City of Boston.

The agreamant affected the course of the South Boston mudflatsfor many yearsto come. The board agreed to build a"heavy,”
18-foot-high seawadl compasad of battered granite set on abroad foundation of broken stonesthat began twenty-three feet
bdow memn low water. The seawdl wrapped around twenty-five acres of landfill a the junction of the Fort Point and main
channds, now the Ste of the Moakley federal courthouse (located just to the north of the district).

Thewall itsdf, built of large granite blocks, begen deven feet below mean low water, was twenty-seven feet high, battered on
both faces, and bdlagted a the back with gravel and oygter shells. Similarly the Boston & Albany Railroad agreed to endose

their 50-acre parcd eedt of Fen Fier with aseawall. The Boston Wharf Company, in turn, endosad their 25-acre parcd with a
"light" seawal— amasonry barrier that extended from Summer Sireet to the future path of Northern Avenue,

The present seawvdls between the Summer and Congress Street bridges, on both sdes of Fort Point Channd, date from the mid
to late 1870s and exemplify " light seawall" congtruction (photo # 1). The light seawdls adong the Fort Point Channd were st
in atrench excavated two feet below mean water and on afoundation of piles, shown inaplan a the bottom, driven 2 12 feet
gpat. Thewdlsthemsdves are congructed of granite and have a battered face with anotch a the top to support a platform.
The backs of the walls were to be balagted with oyster shells, and the trench and the goace between the pileswere dso to be
filled with shells. Thework of filling both the Commonwedth's Fen Fier parcd and the Boston Wharf Company's parcd wes
completed by 1882.

In 1875, the first Congress Sireet Bridge crossing the channe opened for trafficand linked Eaglern Avenue (later Congress
Stret) in South Bogton with Congress Strest on the Boston Sde of the channd. Congress Stret never became an important
route in South Boston. The tracks of the New Y ork and New England Railroad crossed it & grade; likewise, more tracks crossd
A Strest a grade, separating Congress Sirest from Boston Wharf Company's bonded yards. In 1900, the Summer Street Bridge
opened. Becaus= of its raised grade, which continued Eagt on aviaduct. Summer Street's traffic flow was never impeded by
railroad crossings a grade.

The present Congress Street Bascule Bridge (photo# 3) was completed in 1930. Built & acost of $765, 041, the bridge's 541-
foot length, with ahigh percentage of its original mechanica features, is encased in amasonry enveope designed by the
noteworthy Bogton firm of Desmond and Lord, architects of the Parker House Hotdl. Henri Desmond and Israel Lord werethe
foundersof a practice that was in busnessfrom 1915 to 1980.

The congtruction of the bridge was Sarted under a contract with Coleman Brothers, Inc., dated September 13, 1929. Granite was
aupplied by H. E. Hetcher of Chedmsford, MA. The Hetcher firm was respongble for the congtruction of the  Massachusetts
Avenue Harvard Bridge to Cambridge in 1892 Norwood, Noonan Company, ancther Chicago firm, was responsible for the
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bridge's eectrical, mechanicad engineering, providing the design for ectrica systems, motors, gete machinery and warning
dgnds. The mechanicd infrastructure of the Congress Street bridge was desgned by the Strauss Bascule Bridge Company of
Chicago, lllinois dong with the Bogon Public Works Department Bridge and Ferry Division's engineer John E. Carty. Strauss
and Company was the leading designer of Trunion Bascule bridges and did much to promote the use of their patented design
with initial congtruction in 1905.

83 Principal Architects and BuildersWorkingin the Digtrict

The principa designersof Boston Wharf Company buildingswere Morton D. Safford (1842-1921) and Howard B. Prescott
(1874-1956 ) They sarved as staff architects for the Bogon Wharf Company, the former from 1893-1917, and the latter from
1917-1939. Little information exists in regard to either man. Safford, a native of Maine, is listed as an architect in Bodon city
directories for the years 1893-1920, during the time he worked for the Boson Wharf Company. Likewise, Prescott islisted in
city directories for the years 1895-1918 in a partnership (Prescott and Sidebottom) and then done from 1919-1939. Presoott and
Sidebottom, but not Safford, were included on the list of Bogion architects in Damréell's A Half Century of Boston's Building.
Neither belonged to the Bagton Architectural Club & the time (ca 1895).

The cumulative effect of the contiguous Classicd Reviva dreet devations within the late 1890sgroup numbered 250 to 302
Summer Street (photos #14,31-33) rank among the great design achievements of Morton D. Sanford within the district as well
as one of the mog compelling turn-of-the-century sreetscgpes in Boston. Among the buildings still extant to represent the work
of Howard B. Prescott isa Boston Wharf Company warehouse a 47-55 Thomson Place (mid 1920s).

The Congress Street Fire Station (NRIND) a 344 Congress Street (photo #23) was one of severd fire dations designed by
Harrison Henry Atwood (1863-1954) during his tenure as City Architect, 1889-1891. Atwood was an office-trained architect,
having apprenticed and worked in the offices of Samud J. F. Thayer and the former City Architect, George A. Clough. Active
in Republican poalitics, Atwood served a5 a Sate Representative for the 8" Suffolk district for three years before being
gppointed to the City Architect position. Following a period of private architectura practice, he was redected four times to the
lower house, 1915-1928.

A number of Boston Wharf Company buildings from the late 1880sand 1890swere condructed by building firm C. A. Dodge
& Co. Thiscompany built the J. S Williams Stores (320-24 Congress Street, 183838,photo #18), Boston Button Co. Building
a 326 A Street (photo #10. 1890). and Atlas Stores (316 Congress Street, photo #21,1890 and ca. 1893) as well as severd
lofts on the north Sde of Congress Street between Segper Street and Thomson Flace (Some of which are no longer standing)
and undoubtedly other buildings inthe area The firm weas established in 1835 but it Succesded an earlier company, Vinal &
Dodge, founded in 1879. By the 1890s in addition to contracting, the firm dedlt in building materids. The firm hed an
advantage when it cameto getting Boston Wharf Company contracts inthat it was a Boson Wharf Company tenant inthe
1805 havingitsyard & 244 A Street, afew segpsaway from company offices & 274 A Street, where Morton Safford hed his
office. The firm worked principaly in Boston.

Additionally, the important Boston architecturd firm of Bradlee, Window and Wetherdl designed American Railway Express
Company building in 1888 a 343 Congress Street (photo #22).

Nathaniel J. Bradlee (1829-1888) isakey figurein the history of 19" century Bogton architecture, tuming out numerous private,
public, ecclesadtical, railroad and other commissions in a succession of syles fashionable a the time. In 1872, he mede Walter
T. Window (1843-1909) his partner, and in 1834 he added George Homans Wetherdll to the firm. Bradlee retired in 1886 ad
Window and Wetherdl continued the practice. Bradlee, Window and Wetherell were responsible for the desgn of numerous
town housssinthe Back Bal during the late 1880sand 1890s

(continued)
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84 From sugar gorage to industrial real etate devdopment

The completion of the land-making coincided with a chenge in Baston Wharf Company's busness mode, from a sorage
business oriented to docks on the channd, to adevdoper of industrid and warehouse properties served by ships docking in the
harbor as well as rail and trucks. There was little evidence of the company's future direction as of 1880. Except for its wooden
ugar shedsaround the inlet neer Mt. Washington Avenue and the railway gructures on the eestern sde of the dte (including a
roundhouse), the Boston Wharf Company's land was only sparsaly occupied. This situation changed during the 1880s when
revenues from sugar sorage declined and the company looked for new products to sore. With the opening of the Congress
Street Bridge, the Site could become an extension of downtown.

The company's foray into warehouse and factory devd opment began where the Congress Street bridge touched down oniits
property. In 1882, Baston Wharf Company built the first brick loft in the district on the south side of Congress Street neax the
bridge: awarehouse cdled the Dorr Stores (eventually numbered 321-327 Congress Street, demolished). Thisloft was usd for
gtoring wooal, cotton, and generd merchandise.

After 1885, Boston's building code sheped the type of congtruction found in the district. Beginning with the 1835 building code,
Bogton required tall buildings, 80 feet or more, to be fireproof In 1892, this rulewas tightened o that new buildings over 70
feet, or existing buildings with floors added that brought them ebove this threshold, hed to be fireproof

The 1892 law was in effect when Bogton Wharf Company erected the block of tall wool warehouses on the north sde of
Summe Street in 1898-99, the first fireproof buildings in the district. Other dements of the code that shaped the building
frameswere the requirements for walls and for floor loads. With regard to floor loads, the 1885 law required light
manufacturing buildings to support 150 pounds per foot, while storehouses, warehouses, and machine shops had to support not
less than 250 pounds. In ! 892, the code lumped factories and warehousestogether, all of which hed to support 250 pounds.

On the north sde of Congress Street, along the channd, shedswent up for Nickerson's Wharf By 1889, severd brick lofts hed
ben built dong or near Congress Street, some of which sand today. On the south sde of Congress, between the channd and
Dorr's, good Lombard's Stores (later sold to Eben Jordan of Jordan, Marsh & Co.), which condsted of awooden shed a the
channd (demoalished) and a 6-gory brick sorehouse.

Across Congress Street stood the 6-gory brick sorehouse of public warehousaman and weigher J. S Williams (320-324
Congress, 1888, photo #18) and Putnam & Co.'s building (326-330 Congress Street, 1888, photo #15). Also congructed a
that time was alarge gable for American Railway Express Co. (343 Congress, photo #22, 1888) and the first three brick lofts
(buildings separated by firewalls) for Atlas Stores a Congress and Segpear dreets. To give ancessto this building Bogon Wharf
Company built adregt perpendicular to Congress, then named it Segpar Streat after Jacob Segper, afounder of Bogton
University and the Boston Wharf Company's president from 1860-1883; the dreet opened in 1887. Thisand many other Sregts
laid out in the digtrict were entirely within the Boston Wharf Company's site, which gave the company the opportunity to name
them, and they did, after company officers and prominent tenants.

Boston Wharf Company did not limit itself to warehousing, but dso sought to interest manufacturers in their property.
Manufacturers were some of the earliest occupants. Chese& Co., candy miakers and predecessor of New England
Confectionary Co. (NECCO), moved into asix-gtory loft a the corner of A Strest and Congress (347-351 Congress, photo
#6). On the opposite sde of A Street, Tremont Electric Lighting Co., machine and lamp manufacturers, occupied a4-gory |oft
(the western sde of the present 355-359 Congress).
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Ancther early manufacturer in the aleawas C. L. Hauthaway & Sons maker of leather dressingsand ink ussd in shoe
manufacturing, which in 1887 occupied atwo-story wooden factory nearby on A Street (demolished). Indeed, a pattern was
egeblished whereby the low wooden warehouses and shedsbuilt from the 1830s through the early twentieth century to sore
everything from glassand crockery through thestre scenery were replaced by brick lofts.

Over the next decede of the 1890s much development took place in the area despite a nationa economic depression that begen
in 1893. The Bogton Wharf Company built new dredts paralld with Segper Street: Farnsworth Street by 1891 and in 1896. A
Stregt was extended across Congress Street to continue as Fittsburgh Street, now Thomson Place. Sour tracks ran down the
dregs 0 rail carscould meke ddliveries to the buildings. On the north Sde of Congress Stret, west of Putnam & Co.'s
warehouse, Bogton Wharf Company built two six-story brick lofts, one of which istill ganding a 332-334 Congress Street
(photot 26), while the other, a shoefactory, is now avecant lot & Farnsworth and Congress.

The devedopment of the north sde of Congress continued inawegterly direction with the Congress Street fire station; a 5-gory
loft intowhich C. L. Hauthaway & Sonsmoved (1894, demolished); and ancther 5-gtory loft (348-352 Congress, photo #s 25
& 26, 1894). Behind this block, on Farnsworth, a 5-gory warehousewent up a 11-15 Farnsworth Street in 1893 (not depicted).
Finaly, for abrief time, on Congress Street to the west of Farnsworth Street, sood the balpark of the Boston ball club of the
Player's Leegue (demolished). This leegue lagted for just one year, 1890, but the balpark remained standing a least until 1894,
when the Baston club of the National League played there as a Sopgap meesure after afire destroyed the Wapole Stret
Grounds inthe South End. During that time Boston's Bobby Lowe becamethe first mgor lesgue ballplayer to hit four home
runs in one game The balpark came down when Bogon Wharf Company put in Pittsburgh Street.

The late 1890s congtruction of the Commonwedlth Fier, north of the district (now the World Trade Center), required the
congruction of abridge and boulevard connecting Baston with the new pier. Northern Avenue's construction, just beyond the
northern edge of the district was authorized by a gate act in 1903. In 1908, the Northern Avenue Bridge (photo# 5) wes
completed, linking the Fan Fier areawith the section of the Boston waterfront adjacent to Rowe's Wharf.

Meanwhile during the i 890s. the southern end of the district became a manufacturing zone. Boston Button Co. occupied a6-
dory loft on A Street (326 A Street, photo #10), which towered over al other buildings south of it when it was completed in
1890.

South of the railroad tracks, lining the eest Sde of A Street, were the plants of Rochester Brewing Co., Albert and J. M.
Anderson Machine Shop, and Bogton Hate and Window Glass Co. (all demolished). A notable project inthis decade wes
undertaken by Samud Wormwood and his assodiates south of these buildings on aroughly 3-acre Site purchased from the
Boston Wharf Company, between Wormwood and Binford streets. The complex conssted of five principal buildings, al six-
dory brick lofts, which like Bagton Wharf Company's buildingscovered dmogt the entire site, with only narrow pesseges
between the buildings, which, with the streets on the north and south sdes, dlowed in air and sunlight. Known as the Factory
Buildings Trugt, the complex offered factory goaceto let; the buildingswere supplied with dectric light and power from its own
power plant, Stuated a the eegtern end of the complex (demolished, but the plant's massve chimney survives). South of
Binford Street on A Street stood the first of the lofts that eventuadly would line A Street and Midway Street.

(continued)
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The pace of loft construction got a particular boogt when the tracks of the Boston, Hartford & Erie Railroad were replaced by
the extenson of Summe Street from downtown across the channd viathe Summe Street Bridge (1900). Thisinvolved a
redignment of their tracks to the Bogton sde of the channd, which allowed the railroad bridge and the tracks crossing the
Boston Wharf Company property to be removed, freeing the land for devel opment.

These events were arguably the mogt important for physicaly shaping the streetscape we see today in the district. The
unidentified author of One Hundred Years of the Boston Wharf Company (1936) consdered the erection of the Summer Street
Bridge (photo #4 ) nothing lessthan " an epic eveant in the history of the Boston Wharf Company.”

Thegenegrd plans for the Summer Street Bridge were gpproved by the Board of Harbor and Land Commissioners on Sgptamber
7, 1897. The bridge was gpparently the design of Bogon City Engineers William Jackson and John E. Cheney. It was built in
conjunction with the planned extenson of Summe Street to South Boston. Contracts for building the west abutment were
awarded on October 7, | 897, and the masonry abutments and piers were completed December 30, 1898. The ged
superdructure of the fixed goan was completed June 15, 1899, and the timber piles for the draws and necessary draw piers in
Augus of 1899. Thefirst of the two draws was put into service on Augugt, 14, 1899, powered by atemporary Seem plant until
electricity was installed. The draw foundation and piers was designed by William Lawler. The Berlin Iron Bridge Company of
Beriin, Connecticut, built the draws and A. & P. Roberts Company built the fixed spans Generd Electric supplied the draw-
making machinery that was built by Miller & Shaw. The cogt of the bridge, together with the Summer Street extension was
$1,177,816 as of 1900. Summea Street provided essy access between Boston Wharf Company's site and downtown, and the
grade separation mede it an important thoroughfare in South Boston.

Aswork onthe bridge progressed. Bogon Wharf Company laid out new streets according to plans for the eventua development
of the land, "which anticipated the actud construction insuch amanne that the work of building on both sdes of Summe
Street and adjoining streets was remarkably simplified.” Theraised grade necessteted abridgeover A Strest and created the
mod striking urban design feature of the district: aroad curving from the devated Summer Street downto grade a A Stredt.
Named Médcher Stret (photo #11) for Boston Wharf Company superintendent Lewis Méelcher, the road was laid out in 1897.

Bogton Wharf Company was ared estate company by thistime. It built structures to suit specific tenants, which it lessed or
sold to them. It ds0 sold land. Boston Wharf Compeny identified its buildings with the company's initials and date; early on, it
darted to identify its buildings with round, bronze plagues that contained the company's monogram and date of congtruction.
These plagques can be seen on many of the buildings in the ditrict today, and the company continues the tradition by putting
plagues on its new buildings.

Leading the company in the direction of red estate development was the energetic and well-connected businessman, Joseph
Ballister RussH| (1852-1929). He was gppointed a Boston Wharf Company director in 1882. Josgph became the company's
treasurer in 18386, aposition he hdd for four decedes His younger brother, William Eudtis Russdll, sarved as governor of
Massachusatts during the period 1891-1894. Josgph heped develop the company's property into an industrid digtrict,
congtructing factories and warehouses and finding tenants for the space. Russdll [obbied hard to bring the Summer Street
highway bridge into existence, and his success in accomplishing this was important to the company. He sarved as director for
sverd Bogon banks the New Y ork, New Haven & Hartford Railroad (which took over the tracks through Boston Wharf
Company land); and West End Strest Railway Co., and later as presdent of Bogon Elevated Railway Co., anong many
business interests and positions. He dso was an officer of the Boston Red Edtate Exchange and president of the Boston
Chamber of Commerce in 1912.

(continued)
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In addition to Mecher Street, the company laid out sreets north of Congress, paralle to Segper Street. Devdopment of the
north side of Congress Street progressed from west to eest and concluded with the massive buildings a 364-72 Congress and
finally 374-84 Congress Street (not depicted). Summer Street, between the channd and A Sirest wias developed asa
monumenta city street, lined on the north Sde with nine-story, fireproof 1ofts (1898-1899) intended for wool merchants.
SUmme Street's southern drecetscgpe deveoped more dowly, between 1903-1910. The Boston Wharf Company took offices in
the prominently sited building with the curved corner a 253 Summer Street (corner of Mecher Street). Eadt of the A Street
Bridge on the south Sde of Summe Street sood the buildings of Dwinell-Wright Company, tea and coffeeimporters, Howes
Leather Company; and Josgph Middleby, J., meker of bakery and confectioners supplies.

The south Sde of Méelcher was built up in 1902 for the recently organized New England Confectionary Co. (NECCO). Formed
by the merger of three candy making firms, including Chase & Co., NECCO. occupied a group of buildings numbered 253
SUmme Stret and 11 to 37 Mecher Strest. NECCO's history begins in 1847, when Oliver R. Chase of Bogton invented a
candy machine—a lozenge cutter. He and his brother Silas Edwin, founded Chase & Company. In 1866, another brother Danid,
invented the Lozenge Printing Machine, usd to areate "conversation Candies” the ancestor of message candies like
Swvegthearts Conversations Hearts, aVaentine's Day saple. Chase& Co. was one of the earliest manufacturersto locate in the
digtrict, having established there in the 1880s NECCO moved its heedquarters from Méelcher Streat to Massachusetts Avenue in
Cambridge in 1928.

Theregt of the block on Médcher, to A Strest, contained two wool warehousss and afactory occupied by French, Shriner and
Urner, shoe manufacturers, (63 Melcher Street). South of this block, a A Strest and Necco Court, alarge factory building wes
built for the George E. Heeth Company, ancther large shoe manufacturer, with factories throughout Massachusetts. Meanwhile,
lofts went up on the eest Sde of A Street south of Binford Street, and on the eest Sde of Midway, which opened between
Richards and Binford Street in 1897.

The land south of Necco Court on the west Sde of A Street—comprising the areaof the old sugar yard—with the exception of
the Keith Company factory, contained only large orage sheds. In 1924, Boston Wharf Compeny officials contemplated
building up Necco Street, which ran south from Mée cher Strest to the bonded yards, with loftsthat, according to a company
history, were to be "splendid new buildings, equipped with every desrable advantage that modern engineering extends." But
economic conditionsdid not warrant this deveopment a the time. These plans were never redlized as the result of obgtades
asxodated with the Great Depresson and World Wer 11,

When devd opment tapered off in the 1920s the Site was dmogst completely covered with buildings (the exception was the
bonded yard areq). By 1929, the Bogton Wharf Company had erected some 90 buildings.

85 Rise and Fall of America's great wool market place

While many people equate cotton textile manufacturing with the textile industry generdly, infact, wool production was a
sparate and important brancii of the industry, and its development followed a somewhat different course. The generd outlines
of the wool cloth manufacturing in New England were the same as those of cotton—from dominance in 19 century, followed
by ageographicd shift in production to the southern gates, and finally a collapse of the industry in the face of oversess
competition. However, the timing of these events differed in the cagssof cotton and wool manufacturing. In the case of wool
textiles, employment and production continued to be concentrated in New England well into the 20™ century, long after cotton
textile manufacturing hed moved south. Wool was harder hit by the development of synthetic fibersthan was cotton. Overal
demand for wool cloth fell in the sscond half of the 20™ century as Americans Ssmply bought lesswool clothing. These

(continued)
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devdopments had an impact on the woolen and worgted mills that were the maingay of New England's industry. Neverthdess,
in the first half of the 20™ century, wool manufacture perssted and even flourished in New England. One of the byproducts of
this persdgtence was Bogton s continued dominance as awool market. This market was located in the district.

American-grown wool was highly varied and uneven in character. Wool varied according to fineness, length and strength of
fibers, as well & color, luster, suppleness, intermingled black hairs, cleanliness, and amount it would shrink when washed. To
classify it required dozensof categories. In this regpect wool differed from other agricultural commodities, like cotton and
wheset, which fell into far fewer categories. Because of this variability, the work of awool merchant was complex, requiring
much knowledge of the materiad and entailing risk because of uncertainty over prices. Price information was not as available for
wooal as it was other agricultura commodities like wheat or cotton, which were handled through exchanges.

An effort in the 1890sto establish awool exchange in New Y ork City foundered on the greet variability of wool. Manufacturers
hed to actually sse samples of wool inorder to choose materid suitable for the particular products they intended to make.
Deders looking for a certain kind of wool to fill an order would visit other merchantsto buy from them. Moreover, many wool
manufacturing firmswere smal and produced smdl runs of the designsthey offered. The varied requirements of the
manufacturers, and the variabilit\ of the raw materid, crested an important role for the wool merchant. And the nesd for a
convenient place where buyers could s wool, and from which wool could be digpatched for quick delivery when it wes
required, supported the devdopment of acentrally located wool market. During the 19¢ and early 20™ centuries, the
manufacture of wool gppard fabrics(caled woolens and wordeds) grew and became geographically concentrated in New
England. Bogton—the largest commercid center inthe region—devedoped into the nation's principa marketplace for gppard
woal, the place where the nation's wool merchants hed their offices and warehouses.

Bogton took an early lead inthisdirection inthe 19" century when New England wes the center for both shegp raising and wool
textile production. Wool dedling as adistinct line of busness evolved dong with the growth inwool manufacturing: merchents
who were sdlling agents for textile mills began to buy and ded inraw wool as well, and eventualy some firms specidized in
wool trading. In the latter part of the 19" century, first the mid-west and later the far west became the leading wool-growing
regions. Importsfrom Australiaand South Americadso increesed. Buyers from the Boston wool houses bought product from
al the shegpraidng gates and countries (or took it on consgnment); wool was brought by rail and ship to Boston. The bulk of
thiswool arrived ungraded. In Boston, the dedlers graded the wool—gradingis an art, the vaue deders add to the raw
materid—and packaged graded lots in quantities to auit their cusomers a the mills, reedy for ddivery when required. Attempts
were mede periodically, for example by Western wool growers and New Y ork entrepreneurs, to dethrone Boston as the netion s
largest wool marketplace, but tlicy did not sucoeed. Aslong as the raw material, and the requirements of manufacturers large
and small, remained diverse, the middiemen sarved a vauable function in the production process. And as long as wool
manufacturing remained concentrated in New England, Summer Street reigned.

Thus, just as it hed acentrally located legther digtrict to servethe shoe and boot industry, Boston hed awaool district. Because of
the seasondity of the industry and, inthe 19* century a leadt, the often large fluctuationsin demand from year to year; wool
tended to accumulate and merchants nesded a lot of goeceto ore it until cusomers bought it. Thus they built large warehouses
where they sorted, graded, and packeged wool, and hed their offices. In the mid-1880s, wool warehousss dugtered on Fedeard
Street and nearby, dong Franklin. High, and Purchase greets and Atlantic Avenue. Wool sorage expanded inthe downtown in
the 1890s the new land on the et Sde of Atlantic Avenue was devdoped with huge wool warehouses. Following the opening
of the Congress Street Bridge, the industry oreed acrossthe channd to South Boston.

Thefirst of the Baston Wharf Company's brick |ofts, the Dorr Stores on Congress Street (demolished), was usad partly for wool
dorage Thetrickle of wool dedersacrossthe channd turned into aflood inthe early 20" century, when the wool merchants

(continued)
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generdly relocated to the Fort Point Channd area. The precise moativation behind this migration is unknown but can be guesssd
a. Onthe one hand, there was the push of expanding retail and financial /office budnessesin the downtown—firmsthat could
outbid wholesdling firmsfor goace On the other hand was the pull of the new, subgtantia buildings that the Boston Wharf
Company erected, which had good ship and rail connections yet were neer Boston's downtown. The Boston Wharf Company
anticipated that wool merchants would be important tenants for their |ofts: to coincidewith the opening of the Summer Stret
Bridge, the company developed the block on the north Sde of Summer Street, between the channd and A Street, asfireproof
wool warehouses

Until the 1940s wool wholesaling flourished aong with New England's wool manufacturing industry. By 1919, the region
became the center of the nation's woolen and worsted industry. Between 1870 and 1920, employment in the wool

manufacturing in the region incressad 80% yet, with grester automation and improvements in productivity, the quantity of wool
usd a the mills increasad a double this rate. The wool merchants took over loftswhen other sorts of warehousing and light
manufacturing left them. Wool merchants came to dominate the district; |oftsthroughout the district as well as in adjacent aress
in South Bogton were stuffed with wool. Jeremiah Williams, wool merchant, aong with other investors buih a large wool
warehouse to the eest on umMmer Street, & D Street. Three large warehouses erected outside the digtrict & 401, 415 and 423
Summe Stredt, built in 1917-1919, were advertised as the largest wool sorege facility in the world.

Looking a the industry in its heyday, during the first haf of thetwentieth century, we find the nation's woolen mills
concentrated in New England, w ith the majority in Massachusetts, and Boston merchants handling a large share of the nation's
wool clip. Aninvestigation of the industry during the 1930s found that 60-75% of wool grown in the U. S pessad through
Boston. Moreover, for the years 1933-1935, nine wholesale firms done handled 41% of al U. S wool, and eight of these firms
were located in Boson—and not only in Boston, but on Summer Street. The Boston Wool Trade Association hed 230 firmsas
members. Open top trucks, piled high with bagsof woal, plied Summe Street. The pulleysthat project from roofsover thetiers
of loading doors (called "whips") were used to raise and lower begsfrom and to the trucks. The large shedsin the old suger
yards became sorehouses for imported wool that was subject to duties. Representatives from the mills came into Bodon to
ingoect the wool; independent agents roamed from firm to firm looking for product to fulfill orders, representatives of foreign
producers went on sales-cdlsto the merchants with their bundles of woolen samples When wool merchants wanted to teke
cugomers to lunch, they went to nearby Jimmy's Harborside restaurant, still in busness on Northern Avenue, where tables
would dways be reedy for the men in the business. According to a history of thewool industry published in 1926, Summer
Street was "known the world over in wool circles.”

During the period 1920to 1946, the textile indugtryfluctuatedgreatly—cast down by an agricultural depression that beganin
1920, then recovery, then the Great Depression, followed by prosperity during World Wer |1, After 1947, the industry went into
adegp ad irreversble decline. Severd factors contributed to this decline. One was favorable labor cogts in the southern dates
relative to New England, something that hed dreedy lured awvay cotton textile manufacturing. Wooal firms begen to open planits
in the South and dose them inthe North. Another was the increased use of syntheticfibers.When synthetic fibers were blended
with wool, they did not affect output and employment a the mills, but did reduce the demand for raw wool. Later, synthetics
replaced wool for meany purposes Americans in the sscond half of the 20* century smply wore lesswool clothing. In 1947,
over half of the nation's establishments (453) and nearly two-thirds of al production workersin the wool and worsted industry
(about 105,000 employees) were located in New England. Twelve yearslater, in 1958, the number of establishments hed fallen
41% and employment hed dropped a sunning 71%-- production and the number of looms hed fallen dramaticaly.

(continued)
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After this, the industry continued to decline, gradudly but inexorably. Eventualy the remaining mills had to compete not only
with southern mills, but with foreign manufacturers. The wool and woolen indudtry in the United States declined to a shadow.
In 1989, there were 47 woolen mills in New England. Today, only one mill in New England, purchaseswool to soin and weave
a its plant.

Assodiated with this manufacturing decline was the shrinking and eventud disgppearance of Boston's wool market. During the
ssoond half of the 20* century, when the number of mills dwindled, sdlesmen representing the dedlers went out to the mills with
samples rather than mill agents coming into Boston to buy. As cusomers disgppeared, the reeson for maintaining large socks
of woal in Boston dso vanished; rather, wool could be warehoused neer the source. In 1951, about half of the oecein Bogton
Wharf Company buildings was devoted to the wool industry. By 1963, only 200,000 square feet was ussd for wool. Woal
merchants continued to kegp officesin Bogon into the 1980s somewere located on D Street in South Boston and Lincoln
Street downtown. The lagt of the Summer Strest wool firms. Forte, Dupee, Sawyer Co., left itsbuilding a 311-319 Summer
Strest in 2000. All that remains of this vanished indugtry in the district isahistoric marker gponsored by the Boston Woal Trade
Asociation, placed on 259 Summer Street in the autumn of 2002.

86 Art for Wool

By the 1950s deveopment of the digtrict as a dte for warehousing and manufacturing hed come to an end. Bogton Wharf
Company completed its land-making when it filled the inlet, partly by 1919 and finally out to the sea wall between 1928 and
1948. The loft built in 1929, areinforced concrete building a 51 Seegper Street, turned out to be the lagt of the type. The Great
Depresson, World War |1, and the changing city and regional economy stalled and then ended further |oft deve opment.

As Bogton's wool market declined dong with New England's wool textile industry and business sought suburban locationswith
good highway aocess, progpective tenants for Baston Wharf Company |oftsfrom traditional industries dwindled. Vecancies
becamewidespread. Then inthe 1970s artists discovered the area. One of thefirst buildings occupied by artists was 34
Farnsworth Street (not depicted). In the 1980s, they occupied buildings on A, Farnsworth, Congress, and Méelcher dreets.
After Forte, Dupee, Sawyer Co. vacated the top threefloorsof the loft it occupied—no longer needing the goece for
warehousing wool—artists moved in. The artists were attracted to the district's buildings because the large lofts facilitated work
on large canvases and sculptures. Large windows provided ample naturd light. The vagt amount of square footage on eech floor
of these buildings were dso attractive as musaum and exhibit goeces(e.g. Children's, Mobius, Touchable Stories)

By 1980, =0 many artigts hed located in the ar6a that an Open Studios event could be held. In that year, 200 artistsjoined to
organize the Fort Point Arts Community (FPAC), which received support from the National Endowment for the Arts—*NEA's
first grant to a neighborhood arts organization.

Bogton Wharf Company cooperated with the artists and hdped the artist community to develop. Many of the artists who st up
dudios in the district'sloftsaso lived in their studios, dthough city codesdid not allow this. The artists subdividedf| oors, put
in kitchens and bathrooms, and cregted live/work goaces They dso provided means of emergency egress, from the buildings,
which were now partly residential. Astheir numbers grew, the artists organized to negotiate lesses collectively with Bogton
Wharf Company. Around 1995. artists leessd floorsin eighteen different district buildings. But as lessaes and often illegd
resdents, the artists' tenancy was precarious.

(continued)
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In the 1990s, the wider world discovered the potentid of the district as aplace to live and work. Today, when artists legses
expire, the buildings are redevdoped mainly for offices, retail and high-end residentiad. For example, until February 2002, 283-
304 A Street (not depicted) hed been home to severd arts and community organizations and over 50 artist studios. The
building is now being redeveloped for office goace One former tenant, the Revolving Museum, left Boston for Lowell.
Buildings a the southern end of the FPCNRD on A and Midway streets had bean occupied by perhaps 100 artists when Bescon
Capitd Partners purchased the property for redeve opment.

Neverthdess, many artists continue to live and work in the district and some have secured their continued presence in the
district by becoming building owners. Two buildings, 249 A Strest and 300 Summer Street, are owned by artists. FPAC
purchesed 300 Summe Street, renamed the Artist Building, and created a limited equity co-op in 1995. It contains 48 live-work
goeoes as well as offices and commercid gpace Another FPAC project, 249 A Street, contains 44 live-work studios.

An even more ambitious project that will creste sudios and exhibit oecesfor artigts isbeing undertaken by the Fort Point
Channd Caodlition (of which FPAC isamember), which was formedin 1999. In ajoint venture with Keen Development Corp.,
cdled the Fort Point Development Collaborative, the group is redeveloping three loftson Midway Street, part of the property
acquired by Besoon Capitd Partners, into 89 livelwork studios.

Alert visitorsto the district will sense they are inan artistic milieu when they discover outdoor artworks, such as Clark
University art instructor Danidlle Kremar's crockery filled sdewak cracks on Méecher, Summe and A dreets, and the
ovarszed caniger formerly on the Summer Street Bridge over A Street. Since 1977, the forty-foot-high Hood Milk Bottle in
the park along Fort Point Channd adjacent to the Children's Museum hes become a defining sign aong the South Boston
waterfront. With acapacity of 50.000 gallons, its Structure is mede entirely of wood and was built in 1930. Cut in half ad
brought to South Bogton (from an unidentified location) by barge, it was reessambled to serve as a seesond refreshment stand.

Representatives of artist groups serve on committees concerned with planning the futureof the areg, the Segport Alliance for
Neighborhood Design. SAND is mandated to advocate for long-range planning ideds, envisioning the South Bogon waterfront
as avibrant, diverse conimunit\ with adigtinctive character and sense of place. SAND mamberswere among those who
petitioned the city to designate Fort Point as a Historic Digtrict.

(end)
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Economic History." Ph.D. dissertation. New York University, 1971.

Cherington, P. T., "Some agpects of the woal trade of the United States" Quarterly Journal of Economics 25 (Feb.
191 1): 337-356

Cole, Arthur, " A Neglected Chapter inthe History of Combinations: The American Wool Manufacture,”" Quarterly
Journal of Economics 37 (May 1923): 436-475

Gardde, Alston, Wool and the Wool Trade (NY: Frederick A. Stokes Co., 1939).

The Great Bogon Fire: 1872, supplement to Boston Sunday Globe (November 12, 1972)

Hansen, Dondd, compiler. Wool Trade Directory. 1989

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Boston, "C Street, Area RU" Form A

Stone, Ora, History of MassachusattsIndustries vol. 1l (Boston-Chicago: S J. Clarke Publishing Co., 1930

United States Congress, Senate, Specid Commiittee on the Production,

Trangportation and Marketing of Wool, Investigation of the production, transportation and marketing of wool
(Washington: U. S Govt. Printing Office, 1938-1947).

Vance, James X., The Merchant's World, the Geogrgphy of Wholesdling (Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall Inc.,
1970).

Bogton Wharf Company History

Some Industries of New England (Boston: State Street Trust Co., 1923
Ore Hundred Yearsof the Boson Wharf Company (Boston: the company, 1936).
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"127 Years Old, Boson Wharf Company,” New England Redl Estate Journal 1 (Jan. 17,1963): 45
Y udis, Anthony, "A big player with alow profile," Bogon Globe (July 20, 1986): A21.

Pdmer, Thomas, J.. "N.Y. firm to buy 44 waterfront buildings," Boston Globe (July 15, 2003).

Documents Concerned with Planning, Demography, and Red Edate

Bogon Redevdopment Authority, Boston Atlasonline mapping and data sysem:
http://Amwww.mapiunction.conm/places/Boston BRA/ main.pl7ht=768

Bogon Redevdopment Authority, The Segport Public Redm, February 1999
Bogon Redevdopment Authority e al.. Fort Point Channd Watershest Activation Plan, May 2002

Fort Point a callfor preservation, petition to the Boston Landmarks Commission by Todd Gieg and Steve Hollinger,
representing residents of the Fort Point Higtoric Digtrict, March 27, 2001.

Richard Kindelberger, " anew development, reported safe of South Boston site arks stop in waterfront evolution,”
Boston Globe Uay 2m, CO\

Sdvargah, Esvaran & a., Bogon Population-2000, 8. Neighborhood Profiles—SFI Data, Report #554, Bogton
Redevdlopment Authority, April 2002

Sullivan, Sady, "Fort Point: Boston Wharfs Profit could be Boston's Loss" Boston's Weskly Dig, Feb. 5-12,2002
U.S. Cenaus Bureau, 1900 and 2000 censusss of population and housing.

Van Voorhis, Scatt, 'S. Baston battles builders: proposals defy BRA plan, irk Officials," Dec. 5, 2002,
www.businesstodav.com/businessbusiness  towrl 2052002.htm

Interviews

Shannon Hattery, Touchable Stories Founder and Artistic Director, former FPAC director of lease negotiations.
Richard Forte, of the firm Forte, Dupee, Sawyer., Co. wool merchants

Robert Peterson, long - term employee with Forte, Dupee, Sawyer Co., wool merchants.

Arthur Whedock, former owner, Stanley Woolen Co., woolen mill, Uxbridge, Mass

Jarry Whedock. former worker in Stanley Woolen Co., son of Arthur Whedlock.

(end)
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Name of Property County, State

10. QftOQraphiral Data
Acreage of Property 55 acres

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 331100 4691040 319 331020 4689920
Zone Easting Norttiing Zone Easting Northing
2. 19 331420 4690540 4 19 330600 4690120
Zoe Easting Northing Zae Easting Northing

_ See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Sara Wermeil/Susan Ceccacci research , Edward Gordon compiler, with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC

organization  Massachusetts Historical Commission .date June 2004
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard .telephone 617-727-8470
city or town Boston state MA .zipcode 02125

Additional Dnriimentatinn
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Checl< with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
name multiple

street & number. . telephone.

city or town. . state. .Zip code_

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Histonc Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Verbal Boundary Description and Justification

The boundaries of the Fort Point Channd National Regigter district were drawn to encompass the land, buildings, and structures
cregted by the Bogon Wharf Company and assodiated with the development of this area between the mid 19" and the mid 20™
centuries. See endosed maps.

Starting a the northwest corner of the Fort Point Channd National Regider District:

From apoint a the northeast corner of parcd #030296000 on Atlantic Avenue, a the outer, western edge of the sea wall on the
west sde of Fort Point Channdl, the northern boundary extends due eest acrossthe channd to include the seawdl onthe et
dde of Fort Point Channd, just north of the Northern Avenue Bridge and encompassng the pier beneath the bridge. The
boundary turns south and continues aong the outer, eestern edge of the seawdl on the eesten sde of the channd tothe
northwestern edge of parcd #0602635000 on Congress Street; a this corner the boundary turns eedt to follow the northern edge
of this lot, crossss Segpear Stredt, and turns north again to follow the eestern sde of Segper Stredt, to the northwestemn corner

of parcd #0602670000, then turns eedt to follow the rear, southern ot lines of properties on Segport Boulevard to the comer
parcd #0602652003 on Stillings Street, two lots pedt the Pittsburgh Street (Thompson Place)/Segport Boulevard intersection.
Thedistrict boundary turns south & the northeast corner of parcd #0602652003.

The eeseam boundary, from north to south, begins a the northeastern edge of the lot a parcd #06026552003 a Stillings Stregt
and continues south througii the western sde of Stillings Street until it crosses over to the northesstern edge of parcd
#0602650000. Following the northern edge of parcd #0602650000, the boundary travels eedt to West Service Road.

The boundary then turns south a the northeestern corner of parcd #0602650000 and continues directly south, inline with the
wedern sde of West Service Road, until it reechesthe north sde of Wormwood Street to parcd #0602754010. The boundary
encompesssall of parcd #0602754010 to Binford Street, where it turns west, following the same parcd to its southwestern
comer. Here, the boundary turns south to cross Binford Street and continues south aong the eestern edge of parcd
#0602750020. At the southern edge of parcd #0602750020, the boundary turns west to Channd Center Street (Midway Street),
turns north briefly and crossesthe dret to follow the southern edge of parcd #0602757010. Where parcd #0602757010 medts
A Stredt, the boundary turns north to follow the western edge of A Sireet to the northwestern edge of parcd #0602756010,
where it turns westerly and crossss A Street. The boundary travels west aong the southern edge of parcd #0601166035 and
parcd #0601166045. At the southwestern corner of parcd #0601166045, the boundary turns north aong the eestern edge of
Necco Strest, then turns westerly acrossNecco Stregt to follow the rear of the buildingsa 5 and 6 Necco Flace; it turns
northerly aong the western edge of 6 Necco Place. Directly acrossfrom the northwest edge of 6 Necco Place, the boundary
crossss the sreet and follows the northern edge of Necco Hace to the seawval.

Where Necco Flace ends a the seawdll, the boundary turns south and travels dong the eestern outer edge of the seawall,
bearing west to follow the seawadl toward Dorchester Avenue. At Dorchester Avenue, the boundary turns north and follows the
western, outer edge of the seawadll back to parcd #0302960000.

(end)



Parcel \D#

0602757010
0602757010
0602757010
0602757010
0602757010
0602758000
0602759000
0602752000
0602756001
0602756010
0601166035
0602746000
0602747000
0602760000
0602761000
0602761001
0602763000
0602707000
0602706000

0602691000
0602635000
0602692000
0602635001
0602669000
0602693000
0602668000
0602667000
0602666000
0602694000
0602658000
0602657000
0602695000
0602656000
0602655003
0602684000
0602685000

MHC#

5502
5503
5504
5505
5506(229)
5507

5508
5509

5511(321)

9002

5516
5517

5518
5519

5520
5521

5522
5523
5524
5525

St.#

205
207-209
211-213
215-225
227-229
239-241
245
249-255
261

287
288-304
289
295-297
309
319-321
319R
323

324

326

305
308
313
316
320-324
321
326-330
332-336
342
343
344
346
347-351
348-352
354-358
355
359

Property Address

A Street
A Street
A Street
A Street
A Street
A St.

A Street
A Street
A Street
A Street
A Street
A Street
A Street
A Street
A Street
A Street
A Street
A Street
A Street
Congress St.

Congress St.

Congress Street
Congress Street
Congress Street
Congress Street
Congress Street
Congress Street
Congress Street
Congress Street
Congress Street
Congress Street
Congress Street
Congress Street
Congress Street
Congress Street
Congress Street
Congress Street
Congress Street

Fort Point Channel HD
Boston (Suffolk), MA

Historic Name

Boston Wharf Company
Boston Wharf Company
Boston Wharf Company
Boston Wharf Company
W. S. Coringley & Son/BWCo
Frederick Barlow Building
vacant lot
Fctry Bldgs Jr. IndusBldg.#1
vacant lot
vacant lot
Boston Wharf Company
vacant lot
vacant lot
Dell-Zioso lunchroom
Kistler Leather Co./BWC
Dwinell-Wright Co. warehouse
Dwinell-Wright Co./BWC
A Street Deli
Boston Button Co.
Congress Street Bridge

& Tenders hse
The Beaver

H. P. Hood Milk Bottle
Lombard's Congress St. Sto.
Atlas Stores General Storage
Joseph S. Williams Stores
vacant lot

Putnam & Co./Bost. R. E. Tr.
Boston Wharf Company
vacant lot

American Railway Express Co.

Congress St. Fire Sta.
vacant lot

Chase & Co. candy factory
Boston Wharf Company
Boston Wharf Company
Tremont Electrical Co. Bldg.
vacant lot
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Date

1919
1916
1915
1922
1903
ca. 1895

ca. 1895

1912

20thc.
1913
1923
1904
1945

1889, 189C
1930

1983/2000

1934
1886/1985
1890/93/1S
1888/1998

1888
1892-1893

1888/36/2C
1891

1887/1890
1894
1900

ca.1905

Architect

Howard B. Prescott

Morton D. Safford
Morton D. Safford

Howard B. Prescott

Morton D. Safford

Morton D. Safford

Morton D. Safford

Morton D. Safford

Morton D. Safford

Morton D. Safford
Morton D. Safford

Morton D. Safford
Morton D. Safford

Bradlee, Winslow et fireproof/steel/conc.

H. H. Atwood

Morton D. Safford
Morton D. Safford

Construction

warehouse
warehouse
warehouse
warehouse
warehouse
ordinary

warehouse

warehouse

wood frame
warehouse
warehouse
warehouse
concrete block
warehouse

Single leaf bascule

utilitarian

reproduction vessel

new construction
wood frame
warehouse
warehouse
warehouse

warehouse
warehouse
suspended floors
warehouse

warehouse
warehouse

ordinary & wareho.

Architectural Style C/NC/Rc
Classical Revival C/B
Classical Revival C/B
Classical Revival C/B
Classical influence C/B
Classical Revival Cc/B
Romanesque Revival C/B
V
Italianate C/B

Classical Revival C/B

NC/B
Classical Revival C/B
Classical Revival Cc/B
Classical Revival Cc/B
NC/B
Romanesque Revival C/B
C/st
C/B
NC/St
NC/B
Roadside Fantasy C/B
Italianate/Panel Brick C/B

Panel Brick C/B
Italianate/Panel Brick C/B
V
Romanesque Revival C/B
Classical Revival C/B
V

Romanesque Revival C/B
Romanesque Revival NR 1987

Vv
Italianate C/B
Classical influence  C/B
Classical Revival Cc/B
Italianate C/B
\Y



102686000 EEE%

*02646000 5528
)02687000 5529
102658001 5530
102665000 5531 12-22
;02658002 17-31
0602659000, and 0602660000

369-375
374-384
381-389
11-15

102664000 5532 24-32
)02660001 5533 33-39
)02663000 5534 34-36
502662002 38
502660002 5535 41-45
502662001 5536 44-54
502661000 5537 47-53
592662000 end of
302702000 10

10
501163015 11-17
301163025 19-27
301164005 29-37
301166005 49
301166015 51-61
301166025 63
302750020 2-14
302750020 24-26
302750020 28-32
302750020 34-38
302750020 40-44
302750020 46-48
302750020 50-52

5

6
301164015
301166045 10
302670001
302669001 11

___UgnifTTSencjfess SUi YHomson Place

Congress Street
Congress Street
Congress Street
Farnsworth Street
Famsworth Street
Famsworth Street

Farnsworth Street

Farnsworth Street

Farnsworth Street

Farnsworth Street

Farnsworth Street

Farnsworth Street

Farnsworth Street

Farnsworth Street

Melcher Street

Melcher Street

Melcher Street

Melcher Street

Melcher Street

Melcher Street

Melcher Street

Melcher Street

Midway Street/ 2 Channel Street
Midway Street/ 2 Channel Street
Midway Street/ 2 Channel Street
Midway Street/ 2 Channel Street
Midway Street/ 2 Channel Street
Midway Street/ 2 Channel Street
Midway Street/ 2 Channel Street
Necco Court

Necco Court

end of Necco PL, nr seawall
Necco Street

Northern Avenue

end of Northern Ave., on seawall
Seaport Boulevard

Sea Wall Dorchester Avenue
Sea Wall South Boston

Sleeper Street

Fort Point Channel HD
Boston (Suffolk), MA

dtnling» Bldg,/BWd

BWC wool warehouse
Harvey Bldg7 BWC
Boston Wharf Company
Brown-Durrell Co. Wareho.
Boston Wharf Company
Farnsworth St. Garage

Bell Tel./N.E.T.&T. Co.
Boston Wharf Company
Boston Wharf Company
vacant lot
Jones/McD. & Stratton Co.
B.W.C./E.T. Ward Sons Co.
Boston Wharf Company
vacant lot
Boston Wharf Co. Offices
BWCo. Roof sign
N.E. Confectionary Co./BWC
N.E. Confectionary Co./BWC
N.E. Confectionary Co./BWC
Boston Wharf Co.
Boston Wharf Co.
French,Shriner&Urner shoe fac.
American Can Co./.BWC
U.S. Leather Co./.BWC
U.S. Leather Co./.BWC
U.S. Leather Co./.BWC
Boston Wharf Co.
Boston Wharf Co.
W. Herbert Abbott Inc.
N.E. Confec. Co./B.W.C.
N.E. Confec. Co./B.W.C.
vacant lot
Necco St. Garage
Northern Avenue Bridge

& Tenders Hse
vacant/dock
Evelyn Moakley Bridge
Sea Wall
Sea Wall
vacant lot
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1901 Morton D. Safford

1918 Howard B. Prescott
Morton D.

ca.1903

Safford

1907 Morton D. Safford
1893 Morton D. Safford

1917
1987

cl 895/1987
1909
1909

1908
1915/2000
1895

1905
20thc.
1902
1902
1902
1910
1916
1909
1902
1914
1911
1912
1916
1914
1913
1907
1907

1992

Morton D.

Morton D.

Morton D.
Morton D.
Morton D.
Morton D.
Morton D.
Morton D.
Morton D.

Safford

Safford

Safford
Safford
Safford
Safford
Safford
Safford
Safford

1908 & 19c William Jackson

ca. 1908

1996 AmmanS Whitney

warehouse

fireproof/reinf.conc.

warehouse
warehouse
warehouse
warehouse
new construction

warehouse
warehouse
warehouse/

warehouse
fireproof
warehouse

fireproof
Structure
warehouse
warehouse
warehouse
warehouse

fire prf/steel fr/conc

warehouse
warehouse
warehouse
warehouse
warehouse
warehouse
warehouse
warehouse
warehouse
warehouse

modern

Triple barreled pivot

Building

cone. & steel girder
timber/granite/conc.
timber/granite/conc.

Romanesque Flevival C/B

Italianate Cc/B
Classical Revival Cc/B
Classical Revival Cc/B
Italianate Cc/B
Classical Cc/B
NC/B
Classical/Rsque C/B
Cc/B
C/B
\%
Classical Revival Cc/B
Classical influence C/B

Romanesque influent C/B

\%
Classical Revival Cc/B

C/st
Classical Revival Cc/B
Classical Revival Cc/B
Classical Revival Cc/B
Classical Revival Cc/B
Classical influence C/B
Classical Revival Cc/B

Romanesque influenc C/B

Classical influence C/B
Classical Revival Cc/B
Classical Revival Cc/B
Classical Revival Cc/B
Classical Revival Cc/B
Classical Revival Cc/B
Classical influence C/B
Classical influence  C/B
\%
NC/B
C/st
Shingle Style C/B
\%
NC/St
C/st
C/st
\%



irough 0602669068
D2669005 5562
J2669092 5563
nrough 0602669206
D2670000 5564
32647000 5565
02648000,

TO/N— Sleeper Street

29-31
33

51
5-9
11-23

.602649000. and 0602650000

02652003 5571(44)
9001
02701002 5573(250)
01163005 5574
02701001 5575(256)
02701000 5577(262)
02700000 5578(268)
02703000 5579
02699000 5580(274)
02697000, 5581(280)
0602688000
02704000 5582(281)
02705000 5583(285)
02696000 5584

02690000 5586
02764000 5587(321)
02689000 5588
02765000 5589(327)
02688000

02766000

02762000

02655002 5552
02653000

02652007 5553(19)
02655001

02652006 5554
02655000 5555
02652005

02654005 5556
02652004

02654004 5557
02654003 5559

44-48

250-254
253

256-260
262-266
268-272
269-273
274-278
280-290

281-283
285-297
292-302

312-320
321-325
322-330
327-333
332

337-347

12-18

19-23
22-24
25-27
26-28
29-33
30-34
35-37
36-40
42-56

Sleeper Street
Sleeper Street

Sleeper Street
Stillings Street
Stillings Street

Stillings Street
Summer Street
Summer Street
Summer Street
Summer Street
Summer Street
Summer Street
Summer Street
Summer Street
Summer Street

Summer Street
Summer Street
Summer Street
Summer Street
Summer Street
Summer Street
Summer Street
Summer Street
Summer Street
Summer Street

behind 337 Summer St.

Thomson Place
Thomson Place
Thomson Place
Thomson Place
Thomson Place
Thomson Place
Thomson Place
Thomson Place
Thomson Place
Thomson Place
Thomson Place

Boston Wharf Co.

Boston Wharf Co.
Boston Wharf Co.

United Shoe Mach. Corp.
Boston Wharf Co.
Stillings Street Garage etc.

BWC Grocery wareho.
Summer Street Bridge
BWC wool warehouse
N.E. Confec.Co./B.W.C.
BWC wool warehouse
BWC wool warehouse
BWC wool warehouse
BWC wool warehouse
BWC wool warehouse
BWC wool warehouse

BWC wool warehouse
BWC wool warehouse

J. Williams & Co. wool merch.
Summer St. Bridge over A St.

BWC wool warehouse
BWC wool warehouse

F.A. Foster & Co. Dry Goods

Jos. Middleby Jr. Inc/BWC
vacant lot

Jos. Middleby Jr. Inc/BWC
vacant lot

Boston Wharf Co.

vacant lot

Boston Wharf Co.
Thomson Financial Offices
Boston Wharf Co.

Boston Wharf Co.

Boston Wharf Co.

Boston Wharf Co.

Boston Wharf Co.

Boston Wharf Co.

Pittsburgh Plate Glass warehous
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1911/1983

1915/1983
1911/1983

1929/ca.1988 alterations

1907

2001 Jung/Brannen

1914 J.M.&C.J. Buckley

1899 W.J. Lawler

1899 Morton D.
1902 Morton D.
1899 Morton D.
1899 Morton D.
1898 Morton D.
1910 Morton D.
1898 Morton D.
1898 Morton D.

1904 Morton D.
1903 Morton D.
1898 Morton D.
ca. 1890

1904 Morton D.
1911 J.M.&C.J.
1910 Morton D.
1911

1907 Morton D.

1907

1907 Morton D.
1992
1909 Morton D.
1908
1912 Morton D.
1916
1913 Morton D.
1900
1909

Safford
Safford
Safford
Safford
Safford
Safford
Safford
Safford

Safford
Safford
Safford
Safford

Buckley
Safford

Safford

Safford
Safford
Safford

Safford

new construc./conc. Classical Revival

warehouse
warehouse

Classical Revival
Classical Revival

fireproof/reinf Cone Classical/Modern

warehouse
new construction

warehouse
retractible
fireproof
warehouse
fireproof
fireproof
fireproof
fireproof
fireproof
fireproof

fireproof
warehouse
firprf./steel/conc.
steel girder span
warehouse
fireproof
warehouse
warehouse

warehouse
warehouse

warehouse
new construction
warehouse
warehouse
warehouse
warehouse
warehouse
warehouse
warehouse

m

Classical influence
Modern

Classical influence
Utilitarian
Classical Revival
Classical Revival
Classical Revival
Classical Revival
Classical Revival
Classical Revival
Classical Revival
Classical Revival

Classical Revival

C/B

C/B
C/B

C/B
C/B
NC/B

C/B
C/st
C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B

C/B

Classical/RomanesgL C/B

Classical Revival
no style

Classical Revival
Classical Revival
Classical Revival
Classical Revival

Classical Revival
Classical/Rsge

Classical Revival
Modern

Italianate influence
Classical influence
Italianate influence
Classical Revival
Classical Revival

C/B
C/st
C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
\Y
C/B
\Y
C/B
\Y
C/B
NC/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B

Romanesque influenc C/B

Italianate influence

C/B



902004001

602753012,

0602753014, and 0602753016

602754010
502756000
502754010
602754010

‘esource totals:

ulldings
tructures

otal

acant lots

At»8°

IThomton Place
Iltnoniion Piece

21, 23-27 Wormwood Street

33-37
40

41-45
41-45

Wormwood Street
Wormwood Street
Wormwood Street
Wormwood Street

Contributing

89
9

98

19

reviously listed in the National Register: Congress St. Fire Station

Fort Point Channel HD
Boston (Suffolk), MA

Boston Wharf Co. wareho. 1924/ca, 11 Howard B. Prescott warehouse
vacant lot

Fact.Bldgs.Tr.Indus bldgs.#2,#3 ca. 1896 warehouse

with ca. 2000 connector

Fact. Bldgs. Tr. Indus bldg. #4 ca. 1897 warehouse
vacant lot

Fact. Bldgs. Tr. Indus bldg. #5 ca. 1896 warehouse
Fact. Bldgs. Tr. Chimney ca. 1896 back

Noncontributing
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Classical/Modern

Italianate

Italianate

Utilitarian

C/B

2C/B

Cc/B

C/B
C/st
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PHOTOGRAPHS (Date: 2003)

Seawall, Boston Sde (facing NE)

Seawll, South Boston sde

Congress Street Bridge (facing SE)

Summer Street Bridge (facing SE)

Northern Avenue Bridge (facing NE)

347-351 Congress Street, Chase & Co. Building (facing NW)
35 Cogress .

364-372 Congress L.

. 374-384 Congress S

10. 326 A Strest, Boston Button Co. Building (facing N)

11. Mdcher Street & Summer Street (facing W)

12. 249255 A Street & Wormwood Street (facing SW)

13 239-241 A Street, Barlow Building (facing SE)

14. 292-302 Summer Street & A Siret bridge (facing NE)

15. 326-330 Congress Street, Putnam & Co. Building (facing E)
16. 3B Hegper S

17. 313 Congress Street, Lombard Stores (facing N)

18. 320-324 Congress Street, JS. Williams Building (facing SE)
19. 42-56 Thomson Place, PPG Building (facing E)

20. 25-27, 29-33 Thomson Place (facing NW)

21. 316 Congress Street, Atlas Stores (facing NE)

22. 343 Congress Street, Railway Express Building (facing N)
23. 344 Congress Street, Boston Fire Museum [NR] (facing E)
24. 47-53 Famsworth S

25. 348-352 Congress Stregt (facing SE)

26. 348-352 Congress Stredt, detail (facing E)

27. 354 Congress Stret (facing NE)

28. 326-330 Summer Strest, Putnam & Co. (facing E)

29. 250-290 Summer Sireet (facing S)

30. 280-290 Summer Sireet (facing NE)

31. 250-254 Summer Street (facing SE)

32. 250-260 Summer Street (facing SE)

33. 262-266 Summer Sireet (facing E)

3. 281-283 Summa S

No Photo #35

36. 63 Mecher Strest

37. 28-32 Midway

38. 34-38 Midway

39. 319-321 A Sire, Kistler Legther Co.,, (facing S

No Photo #s 40,41,42

43. 191-227 A Street (facing W)

44. Necco Stregt (facing E)

45. Summer Street, Boston Wharf Co. sgn (facing S

46. 41-55 Thomson Street

CONOOPWNpE

(end)
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PHOTOGRAPHS (Date: 2003)

Seawdll, Boston dde (facing NE)

Seawll, South Boston sde

Congress Street Bridge (facing SE)

Summer Street Bridge (facing SE)

Northern Avenue Bridge (facing NE)

347-351 Congress Street, Chase & Co. Building (facing NW)
355 Congress S

364-372 Congress S

. 374-334 Congress S

10. 326 A Street, Bogton Button Co. Building (facing N)

11. Mecher Strest a& Summer Street (facing W)

12. 249-255 A Street & Wormwood Street (facing SW)

13. 239-241 A Street, Barlow Building (facing SE)

14. 292-302 Summer Sireet & A Street bridge (facing NE)

15. 326-330 Congress Street, Putnam & Co. Building (facing E)
16. 3 Hegper .

17. 313 Congress Street, Lombard Stores (facing N)

18. 320-324 Congress Street, JS. WilliamsBuilding (facing SE)
19. 42-56 Thomson Place, PPG Building (facing E)

20. 25-27, 29-33 Thomson Place (facing NW)

21. 316 Congress Sireet, Atlas Stores (facing NE)

22. 343 Congress Street, Railway Express Building (facing N)
23. 344 Congress Street, Boston Fire Museum [NR] (facing E)
24. 47-53 Famsworth S.

25. 348-352 Congress Street (facing SE)

26. 348-352 Congress Stredt, detail (facing E)

27. 354 Congress Street (facing NE)

28. 326-330 Summer Strest, Putnam & Co. (facing E)

29. 250-290 Summer Sireet (facing S

30. 280-290 Summe Stret (facing NE)

31. 250-254 Summer Stret (facing SE)

32. 250-260 Summe Stret (facing SE)

33. 262-266 Summe Stret (facing E)

34. 281-283 Summa S

No Photo #35

36. 63 Melcher Strest

37. 28-32 Midway

38. 34-38 Midway

39. 319-321 A Stret, Kistler Lesther Co., (facing S

No Photo #s 40,41,42

43. 191-227 A Street (facing W)

44. Necco Street (facing E)

45. Summe Street, Boston Wharf Co. sign (facing S

46. 41-55 Thomson Stregt

CONOU L WNPR

(end)
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Missing Core Documentation

Property Name County, State Reference Number
Fort Point Channel Historic District Suffolk, 04000959
Massachusetts

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

Nomination Form
~ X Photographs (Missing 35, 40-42)

USGS Map
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The Commonwedth o M assachustts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

April 6, 2004

Ms. TinaBorghild Norwood
U.S Pogd Savice

Federd Preservation Office
Facilities Headquarters

4301 Wilson Boulevard #300
Arlington, VA 22203-1861

Re: proposed Fort Point Channel HD, Boston, MA, parcel m 0602760000,309 A Strest,
Pogt Office parkinglot

Dear Ms. Norwood:

We arewriting toinformyou that the Federd property referenced above islocated within the
boundaries of the proposed Fort Point Channel Historic District, which will be consdered by the
Massachusetts Historical Commission for nomination to the National Regigter of Historic Flaces.
The Nationa Regigter of Historic Placesisthe Federd government's official list of historic
propertiesworthy of preservation. Listing in the National Register provides recognition and
assdsin presarving our nation's heritage.

Listing of the Fort Point Channd Historic District providesrecognition of the community's
historic importance and asaures protectivereview of Federd projects that might adversdly affect
the character of the district. If the district islisted in the National Regidter, certain Federa
investment tax creditsfor rehabilitation and other provisions may apply.

In Massachusstts, properties nominated to the National Regiger are automatically listed in the
Sate Regider of Historic Flaces. State Regider propertiesowned by municipalitiesand nonprofit
organizations may compete for sate restoration grants.

You areinvited to attend the meeting of the Massachusetts Historical Commission a which the
nomination of the Fort Point Channel Historic District will be consdered. The Commission will
medt a 1:00 pm. on Wednesday, June 9, 2004, a the Massachusetts State Archives, Dorchedter,
Massachusetts The Commission meeting isapublic meeting and all interested parties are
encouraged to attend. If you have speciad nesdsand would like to attend the meeting, pleese
contact the Commission and staff will make any arangementsthat are necessary. rjf

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, M assachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470  Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



You are dsoinvited to attend apublic meeting a which the nomination of the District will be
discussed. The meeting will be held at the Children's Museum, 300 Congress Street, 5* floor
function room on Thursday, April 29, 2004, a& 6p.m. All interested parties are invited and
encouraged to attend.

Attached please find notices that explain, in gregter detail, the results of listing in the National
Regiger and that describe the rights and procedures by which an owner may comment on or
object to listing inthe National Regigter.

A draft copy of the National Register nomination for the District will be available a the South
Bogton branch of the Boston Public Library. Shouldyou have any questions about this
nomination prior to the Massachusetts Historical Commission meeting, plesse contact me & this
office.

Sincerdly,

CaaH. Metz
Sae Historic Presarvation Officer
Massachusetts Historical Commission

Encdosures NR Criteria, Rights of Owners



Mar*nYeeles
21 Wormwood Street,

Unit 610, Boston,
MA 02210

Cara Metz

State Historic Preservation Officer

The Massachusetts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Blvd

Boston, MA 02125

May 23, 2004

Dear Cara,

MAY 2 6 2004

Uier
"'ST.COMM

| am writing in support of the National Register nomination for the Fort Point Channel District.

Best regards,

Martin Yeeles



RECEIVED
Michele Yeeles

21 Wormwood Street, WAV 9 R OmA
Unit 610, Boston, AnnA

MASS. HIST. COMM

Cara Metz

State Historic Preservation Officer

The Massachusetts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Bivd

Boston, MA 02125

May 23, 2004

Dear Cara,

I am writing in support of the National Register nomination for the Fort Point Channel District.

Best regards,

Michele Yeeles



52904

Ms. CaxaMetz "
Sae Historic Presarvation Officer n

The Massachusatts Historical Commission ASS. HST. COWM
220 Morrisey Blvd.

Boston, MA 02125

Dear Ms. Metz,

| support the designation of Fort Point as ahistoric district on the National Regidter. | am a property
owner a the Fort Point Place condominium, 21 Wormwood Strest, Unit 215.

| have been active in the Fort Point community as aresdent and busness owner snce 1990, a
founding mamoa of the civic group SAivD (www.bodonsegpori.com), and the gpokesperson for
the petitioners nominating Fort Point for designation as aLandmarks District with the Boston
Landmarks Commission. | have dso been active as afull-time sculptor/inventor, a member of the
Fort Point Arts Community (FPAC) and the founder of the Fort Point Theeter Festiva and annud
Fort Point Outdoor Movie Series (www.moxie.com/fpstage).

Fort Point represents one of our country's mog sterling collections of late 19 and early 20* century
wharf buildings and bridges. Sinceits foundingin 1836, the Boson Wharf Company and its tenants
have clearly served as excdlent dewards for many of Fort Point's warehouses. Sncethe lae
1990's, however — beginning with a significant sale of buildings to Beecon Capital Patnersand
culminating the 2003 negotiation for asdeof al remaining BWCo. properties to Tishman Speyer,
the BWCo. hes sgnded an intent to digpose of its entire red estate portfolio. I n the context of a
resdle, incentives for preservation are epecidly critical.

A historic designation would encourage preservation through the creetion of tax credits, presenting
opportunities to develop, restore and inhabit existing historic buildings for the cultural and civic
uses envisoned in the Boston Redevelopment A uthority's Segport Public Ream Plan. Asthe Public
Redm Flan dateson pege 78, " A resdentid mixed-use neighborhood is proposed for the Fort Point
Channd  area between the convention center gte (north of Gillette) and the Channd, building upon
the exigting residentid core and artist community.” Fort Point's historic buildings are uniquely
auited for this vison of Boston's future.

Thank you for your consideration of these comments.

Best regards.

Steve Hollinger

21 Wormwood Street Unit 215
Boston, MA 02210

617 338 2220



300 Summer Street Sudio #67 A KA Y/ A A
Boston, MA 02210
June 1,2004 MASS. HIST. COMM

Ms. Caa Metz

Sae Historic Presarvation Officer

The Massechusats Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Blvd.

Boston, MA 02125

Dear Ms. Metz:

Asalong term resdent of Fort Point and owner inthe Artist Building a 300
Summer Street, | am writing to express my support for the National Register
nomination for the Fort Point Channd District.

Sincerdy,

Lisa Greenfield



I M S T A R 800 Boylston Street Boston, Massachusetts 02199

ELECTRIC r.JCIli®l 7J7D
GAS
JN 08 =3
MASS. HIST. GOV
June 2, 2004
MeE caraMetz

State Historic Preservation Officer
Massachusetts Historical conmm ssion
220 Morrissey Boul evard

Bost on, Massachusetts 02125

Notice of Nonmination t oNational Register of Historic Places Proposed Fort Point channel
Hi storic District including: - A St.,  305-398 congress St., Farnsworth, Melcher,
Sl eeper, stillings and wormmood Sts. 250-347 Sunmer St.. Necco Court and Thonson Pl ace!

LETTER G- ABIECTTI ON
Dear M. Metz:

Boston Edi son Gonpany (t he "Conmpany”) respectfully objects t othe nonminationof the
Froposed Fort Point Channel "Historic District tothe Nati'onal Register of Historic Pl aces
or the following reasons. The Gnpany i sthe ower i n fee of acertain parcel of |and
situated on congress Street and depicted onth
S

S
[ e City of Boston Assessor's My as Parcel
#0602685000, havi nB, 7,225 square feet, nore or less "("BE®D Parcel"), which i slocated in the
proposed Historic District.

Wth significant devel opnent planned andlikely t ooccur i nthe South Boston
wat erfront region both near and |ong-term .theinclusion of the BE® Parcel inthe proposed
Historic District designation, will “significantly limt andhanper the Conpany's ability
expand and/or upgrade Ttsfacilities as necessary toneet grow ng denand for electri
service inthevicinity. The proposed designation i srestrictive by nature andwill, at
worst, preclude, and, at best, signjficantly increase thecost andfime necessaryt o
acconpli sh any expansion of electric infrastructure inthe area. The additional™ burdens
inposed by thi's designation will increase future substation, devel opment costs, and will
directly franslate into higher rates for electric distribution service.

ASthe BED Parcel lieswithin the proposed Fort Point Channel Historic District, the
Gonpany hereby registers its objection tothe proposed designation and hereby requests
exenption of the Parcel from and/or waiver of, anyandal |l restrictions that be
inposed i f the BE® Parcel i s included i nthe proposed Historic District nominated o the
National Register of Historic Places.

Donal d Anast asi a
Assi stant Treasurer
Dat ed: dn-i't



Commonwedth of M assachusgtts
County of Norfalk, ss.

On this 2d day of June, 2004, before me, the undersgned notary public, persondly
gopeared Dondd Anastasa, who proved to me through satisfactory evidence of identification,
which is my persond knowledge of his identity, to be the person whose name is sgned on the
preceding Letter of Objection, and acknowledged to me that he Sgned it voluntarily for its Sated
purpose as Assstant Treesurer, for Boston Edison Company.

James R. Weaver, Notary Public
My commisson expires 16 DEC 2005

O



RECEIVED
JUN 1 0 20

MASS. HIST. COVM

21 Wormwood St
Unit 602
Boston, MA 02210

June 2004

Cara Metz

State Historic Preservation Officer

The Massachusetts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Blvd.

Boston, AA 02125

Dear Cara,

As a resident of Fort Point | am writing in support of the National Register
nomination for the Fort Point Channel District.

This vote is important to the residents of Fort Point because we need to keep
the character and shape preserved. Fort Point is a great place to live I'd like to
keep it that way. Our Artists are being slowly squeezed out and it would be a
tragedy if we lost the last true arts community in Boston.

Lee Griffiths
Resident - Fort Point Place.



Eileen M. Sade ] gs. HIST. COMM
21 Wormwood Street, #208
Boston, MA 02210

June 4, 2004

CaraMetz

State Historic Preservation Officer

The Massachusetts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Blvd.

Boston, M A 02125

Dear Cara,

As an owner of acondo inthe Fort Point Channel area, | am writing insupport of the
National Register nomination for the Fort Point Channel District. | think being on the
Register isvital to the redevelopment of the buildingsinthis historic area. I1twill give
incentive to keep the historic character of the neighborhood, as well as encourage
rehabilitation.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

With regards.

Eileen M. Sade



Lisa Damtoft JRITIATA - - - 7~
300 Summer St. #61 **AyiL,ji AN

Boston, MA 02210-1115
JIMQS8 A1
MASS. HIST. COVM

Jdune 6, 2004

CaaMetz

Sae Historic Preservation Officer

The Massachusatts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Blvd.

Boston, MA 02125

Dear Ms. Metz,

As atentyear resdent and co-owner of 300 Summer K. inthe Fort Point Channd ares, |
am writing in support of the Nationa Register nomination for the Fort Point Channd
Didtrict.

The historical nature and specid character of these buildings and thisareaadd grestly to
the richness and variety of neighborhoods in the city of Boston. | believe that the
incentives provided by its designation on the National Regiser will help underscore these
quaitiesto owners and developers as the area continues to evolve.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

1/ Lisa Damtoft



FRANK C. MOOKER m 08

SIHAHN J. GRHN MASS. HIST. COVM

35 GHANNE. INTER  STRET
UNT 503
BOSTON MA 02210

June 6, 2004

Cara Metz '
State Historic Preservation Officer

The Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

220 Morrissey Blvd.

Boston, MA e e \ N
Re:  Fort Point Channel District National register nomnation

Dear Ms. Metz:

Please add ny name to thelist of residential property owners
from Fort Point who are interested i npreserving the historic
architectural character of thearea vi aa National Register
nom nation. A

| have lived and owned property i nthearea foralmst four
years, having noved to Ft. Point Place (21 Wrmwod St.) i n 2000
when t hebuilding first opened. M enthusiasm for the area has
not waned, and ny partner and | recently became anong the first
purchasers and residents of the "Historic Loft" building (as the
advertisements forthebuilding characterize it) at 35 Channel
Center. Certainly theunique and unreproducible brick and beam
construction of these buildings i swhat drew ne tothemin the
first place,

| have been commtted totheprecepts of historic preservation
since | studied i tincollege, and | came very close tomking i t
ny career. | do not think there i s any question that this area
is very worthy of this designation, and that i twill have a
positive impact on future devel opment.

Sincerely,

Frank C Mockl er



RECEIVED
June?, 2004
21 Wormwood S. #425 NN NNAN
Bogton, MA 02210 fA~~  AIST COMM

CaaMetz

Sae Historic Presarvation Officer

The Massachustts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Blvd.

Boston, MA 02125

Dear Ms. Metz,

As areddent of the Fort Point community, | strongly support the National Register
nomination for the Fort Point Channe District. It isimportant to protect & preserveour
neighborhood.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerdly,

Steffi M. Sommer



Craig La Clair

Attorney at Law

MASS. HIST cnMM
92 State Street Telephone: 617 723-6556
Suite 700 Facsimile: 617 723-6332
E-Mail: la-clair(a)msn.com
Boston, MA 02109-2004

June 7, 2004

Cara Metz

State Historic Preservation Officer

The Massachusetts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, MA 02125

Ms. Metz:

As a new resident of the Fort Point community of Boston, | would like to indicate
my support of the National Register nhomination for the Fort Point Channel District.

Regards,

Craig La Clair
21 Wormwood Street - Unit 218
Boston, MA 02210

CLC/pdm
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Ms Betsy Friedberg

> giond Regge Diredtar
Massachusdts Higorical Commission
2 20 Marrisey Boulevard

Bogton, Massachusdtts 02125

C exr Ms Friedberg

The Nationd Regge namination for the Fort Pant Chaimd Didrict, A,
Binford, Congress Famsnarth, Mddher, Midway, Pittdourgh, Segper,
Sillings and Simme dreds South Bogon, watt bdfare the Bogon
Landmarks Cammisson a its May 11, 2004 meding. It was goproved
unanimoudy by the commisson as meding eHghility for ligting, under
driteria A & C.

you have any furthe quetions pleese do nat hestate to contadt me a
635-33050.

ancerdy.

i%chitedttiral Higorian
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MINTZ LEVIN  gmgon
CoHN FERRIS  Reson

One Financial Center
Boston, Massachusetts 02111
617 542 6000

New York 617 542 2241 fax
GLOVSKYAND New Haven Wwm.mintx.com
R)PEO FC oo

June 8, 2004

Christopher H. Milton
Member

Dirtadial 617-348-1693
chmilton(“mintX; com

KECEIVED
LX 08 3
MASS HIST. COVM

BY HAND DELIVERY

CaaH. Metz, Executive Director,

Sate Historic Preservation Officer
MassachusattsHistorical Commission
Massachustts Archives Building
220 Morrissey Boulevard
Boston, MA 02125-3314

Re  Fort Point Channd Historic District National Register Nomination
Dear Ms. Metz:

This letter isbeing sant on behalf of our client, The Gillette Company, and rdatesto the
nomination of the Fort Point Channd Historic District for listing on the National Regider.

Aswe as==ss the processthat the nomination initiated, it ssams clear that amajority of
the landownersin the areawill not be opposng the nomination, and that the National Park
Sarviceis certain to gpprove the nomination when presented for NPS consideration.  Thusour
client hes concluded that it makeslittle sanse to submit anotarized objection to the nomination.
Nonethdess, The Gillette Company has anumber of concarnsregarding the nomination and the
listing of the Fort Point Channd Historic District on the National Register, which Gillette feds
should be reflected in the future actionsteken by the Massachusetts Historical Commission.

The proposed Fort Point Channd Historic District includes the entire seawall running
aong the western edge of Gillette's South Boston Manufacturing Center. It dso indudes a
portion of the 108 acresof land Stuated north of Mt. Washington Ave. that Gillette purchasaed
from the Boston Wharf Co in June2000. This property was acquired to protect Gillette's South
Boston Manufacturing Center and to provide a Site for potentid fiiture expanson.



MiINTZ, LEVIN, COHN, FERRIS, GLOVSKY AND POPEO, PC.

CaaH. Metz, Executive Director,
Sae Historic Presarvation Officer
June 8, 2004

Pege 2

Ladt fall our client became awarefor the first time of the potential designation by the
Bogton Landmarks Commission of alandmark district under statelaw covering much of the area
covered by the pending National Register nomination.

In responding to that BLC initiative our client felt that those desgnation efforts could
adversy affect other ongoing efforts to develop (a) ameaster plan for the 100 acreslying south
of Summer Sireet, west of the South Boston Haul Road, north of West Second Street and eedt of
Dorchester Avenue and Fort Point Channel, and (b) ardated municipa harbor plan amendment
for the Fort Point Historic Subdidtrict of the South Boston Waterfi-ont District (as you may be
avare, the mader planning and related municipal harbor plan amendment processes both were
initiated by the Boston Redevdopment Authority in regoonseto certain provisons s forth in the
gpprova by the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection of the Municipal Harbor
Fan for the South Boston Waterfront District). The Gillette letter dated December 4, 2003
conveyed Gillette's concern that the landmark district designation gppeared to have adverse
implications for permitting and review in the fiiture, and read in pertinent part as follows:

"[F]or three years Gillette has been actively involved with the BRA, other City
departments, the Commonwesdlth of Massachuseits and Gillette's neighbors in developing
ameadter plan for the 100 acres surrounding Gillette's South Boston plant ste. This work,
aong with an amendment to the related Municipal Harbor Plan, isin the community
review process, which is expected to befinishedin severd months. To avoid confusion
and overlapping planning objectives, it would ssam gppropriate to await the completion
of theseinitiatives before gppointing the study committee and consdering the designation
of the proposad landmark district.

Gillette is surprised and concerned that the proposed designation includes any portion of
its 11 acres given the vacant condition of most of the property and the industrial neture of
the area AsBogton's oldest and largest manufacturing employer, Gillette looks forward
to working with your department and the other committee membersin studying this
important planning challenge.”

After our client's letter was submitted, the Boston Redevelopment Authority, which had
initiated the aforementioned planning efforts required by MDEP, coordinated with the Boston
Landmarks Commission to defer such designation efforts until the planning efforts hed
concluded.

Those statements continue to represent our client's position with respect to the pending
nomination. The planning efforts have continued their course, with anumber of public mestings
being held over the last couple of years, and with the master plan and municipa harbor plan
beginning to take form. Therefore (consstent with the Boston Redevelopment Authority's
recognition of the gppropriate sequencing of eventsin the context of the local designation



MINTZ, LEVIN, COHN, FERRIS, GLOVSKY AND POPEO, P.C.

CaraH. Metz, Executive Director,
Sae Historic Preservation Officer

June 8, 2004

Pege 3

proceeding) we hereby request that the nomination to the National Register not be gpproved by
the State Review Board or forwarded on to the Keeper of the National Regigter a thistime, but
that such actions be deferred until the aforementioned public processes have run their respective
Courses

If the State Review Board or the Massachusatts Historical Commissionwould liketo
verify the satusof these planning efforts, they should feel freeto contact the Boston
Redevd opment Authority.

Similarly, if we can provide any additional information that would alow the State
Review Board or the Massachusatts Historicad Commission to make its decison on our client's
request, pleasedo not hesitate to contact us.

Best regards,

MINTZ.LAVIN, COHN, FERRIS,
GLO>"*KY and POPEO, P.C.

Christopher H. Milton
Member

CHM:nc

CC: Mark M. Maoney, Director, Boston Redevelopment Authority
Kairos Shen, Boston Redevelopment Authority
Richard McGuiness, Boston Redeveopment Authority
Ellen J. Lipsey, Executive Director, Boston Landmarks Commission
J. Harrington Breed, Project Coordinator
James P. Connolly, Vice Presdent, Governmentd Affairs
Peter M. Green, Assgant Generd Counsd

Carl A. Pary, Manager of Spece, Property and Governmentd Affairs

TRA 1926559V 2
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JN 0 9213
TheyifcCburt Campany, inc. HIST. COVIM
ANNNAN /\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\S/\/\/\/\/\S/\ 02210
dune 8, 2004 AgiM 2275400 Fax (617) 227-4609

CaaH. Metz

Executive Director

Massachusetts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, MA 02125

Re  Proposed Fort Point Channd National Regigter District
Dear Ms. Metz:

The McCourt Company is pleased to offer the following comments to the Commission,
acting in its capacity as State Review Board, regarding the nomination of the Fort Point Channd
Higtoric District to the National Regider of Historic Places.

Preservation of the existing historic character of the Fort Point Channd District isa key
dement inthe ongoing planning by City and sate agendesto redeveop the South Boston
waterfront. Asreflectedin the Segport Public Redm Plan issued by the Boston Redeve opment
Authority in 1999, the wdll-preserved historic warehouses built by the Boston Wharf Comparny
between about 1890 and 1910 providethe existing physica context for new development in the
areg, and hdp define the pedestrian scale and dense urban character that new devel opment sseks
to extend. The McCourt Company is generdly supportive of the nomination. The baance of
our comments are addressad more specifically to the staff of the MHC, should the nomination be
adopted, as they may review future development proposals pursuant to federa and Sate laws.

In reviewing future development proposals, both within the boundaries of the district and
adjacent to it, we urge the MHC  staff to teke into account the broader planning context for the
South Boston waterfront. In particular, reviews should distinguish between the rehabilitation of
well-preserved historic sructures and the redevelopment of vacant and infill parcels, where
gregter heights and dengities and more innovative architectura expresson are gppropriate to
redize the public planning gods for the larger waterfront area

Many yearsof public planning by loca and date agendes have established that the South
Bogton waterfront area provides the sngle best opportunity in the City of Boston to cregte a
lively new mixed-use transit-oriented district. New development in the waterfront areanesds to
be a sufficient dengties and heights to teke advantage of the public investment inthe Silver Line
and the Centra Artery, and to activate the new waterfront parks called for under the Municipal
Harbor Plan. In itsPublic Redim Plan, the City identified the vacant land aong both sdes of
Segport Boulevard and the West Service Road, adjacent to the proposed National Register
district, as gppropriate for the grestest dengity of development, through the adoption of Planned
Devdopment Aress (PDAS) under the Boston Zoning Code. Under the City'surban design
planning, well-scaled streetwalls of new developments in thiszonewill ensure compatibility
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with the historic fabric, while setback towers may achieve PDA heights of between 150 and 300
fedt.

We dso urge the MHC staff to encourage innovative design on redevelopment dtes, and
not to impose the replication of formsand details from previous centuries. New architecture in
the South Boston waterfront - the Convention Center, the Manulife headquarters, the Silver Line
dations - is showing the same innovative use of modem technologies, a the service of today's
socid and environmental needs as in their day the Boston Wharf warehousesdid. We urge that
future reviews embrace thisrenewed spirit of architectura innovation.

The property & 51 Segper Street, straddling the currently proposed boundary of the
National Regigter district, illustratesthe nesd for aflexible goproach to desgn reviews. From the
larger urban design perspective, this Ste marks aunique gateway parcd, framing one sde of the
ceremonid entry to Segport Boulevard, the major route from downtown into the South Boston
waterfront. One part of the Site congds of vacant parcds of land that lie outside the proposed
district. Therest of the Site contains aformer industria building, built in 1929, which islocated
within the proposed district boundary, but whaose historic character was entirely erased in an
earlier renovation. Asshownin the atached photograph, the original exterior facade of 51
Segpar Streat was removed by itsprior owner in 1982 and replaced by an undistinguished
modem curtain wall of mirror glass metal spandrds, and veneer brick piers. Theonly origina
fabricto remainisthe intemal poured-in-place concrete columns and dabs. The dimensons and
sructural characterigtics of the concrete frame are likely to severdly congtrain the adaptability of
the smcture for new usss |f this dtered smcture is included within the district, it should be
freated as part of alarger redevelopment parcel, and not be subject to the ssme dtrict mles esa
contributing historic building.

We gppreciate the opportunity to comment on the nomination, and we look forward to
continued active involvement in this process

irmoid-EjO'Connell
Vice Presdent, Development
The McCourt Company
Attachment:
Current photograph of 51 Segper Street

CC: Ellen Lipsey, BLC
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BOSTON WHARF CO. Boston Wharf Co.
253 Summer Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02210 USA

Telephone (617) 426-6034
Facsimile (617) 330-5113

June 9, 2004

By Certified Mail/Return Receipt Requested

Carol D. Shull

Kesper of National Regigter of Historic Places
National Park Service

National Regiger of Historic Flaces

1201 Eye St., NW

8th Floor (MS2280)

Washington, DC 20005

By Hand Ddivery

Secretary of the Commonwedth
Massachusetts Historical Commission
M assachusetts Archives Facility

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, MA 02125-3314

Re Nomination of Fort Point Channd Historic District
Deaxr Sir/Madam:

Pursuant to 16 U.S.C. §470a(8)(6) and 36 C.F.R. 860.6(r), the purpose of this letter isto
register the formal objection of Boston Wharf Co. and the formal objection of its generd partners,
namdy, P& O Properties Boston, LLC, a Ddaware limited liability company, and Summer &
Properties, LLC, aDdaware limited liability company (Boston Wharf Co. and said generd partners
being referred to hereinafter collectively as "Boston Wharf) to the nomination of the Fort Point
Channd Didtrict (the "District") as a National Historic District for listing on the National Regigter of
Historic Places. For purposes of background, Boston Wharf Co. is the largest and oldest property
owner within the District and the owner of gpproximetely fifty-nine (59) parcas inthe District, mog of
which are occupied by buildings.

In addition to objecting to the nomination of the District, we dso hereby express our dismay
and congternation & the inordinately burdensome schedule which hes been indtituted with respect to
quch amagjor undertaking which could result in registering a district containing approximatey 100
buildings. The proposa for nominating this District lay dormant for approximately two decadesand
hes been revisited on minimal notice a the request of only one of many property owners. We d<o fedl

Company
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that the manner inwhich the boundaries of the proposed Fort Point Channd Historic District were
egablished isarbitrary and capricious.

As the owner of much of the property inthe proposed District, Boston Wharf has been
commended for decades for its historic preservation of the buildingswithin this proposed District.
Bogon Wharf is concerned by the process, the limited notice, the lack of didogue in advance of the
initiative, and the focus on tax credits to one devdoper regardiess of the concerns of the other property
owners.

Furthermore, we note for the record thet it is our understianding thet not all owners of property
within the proposed district have been notified, including, for example, the owners of the portions of
the seawd| on the downtown Boston sde of Fort Point Channd.

For saverd years, Boson Wharf hes been involved in the 100-Acre planning initiative of the
City of Bogton inthe portion of the District south of Summer Sireet and in the State and City planning
effort for the Municipa Harbor Plan inthisarea. This process is complex and ongoing and
consequently, the consideration of the District for the Nationa Register & thistime is premature and
should be deferred until that process is complete.

Sincerdly,

BOSTON WHARF CO., a
Massachusetts generd  partnership,
for itsdf and its generd partners:

P& O PROPERTIES BOSTON,
LLC, aDdaware limited liability

company
By._ VV\ . | A
Robert N. Kenney

Presdent and C.E.O.

SUMMER STREET PROPERTIES
LLC, aDdaware limited liability

compary

By:
Robert N. Kenney
Presdent and C.E.O.
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

On this 9th day of June, 2004, before me, the undersigned notary public, persondly gopeered
Robert N. Kenney, President and C.E.O. of the foregoing entities as aforesaid, proved to methrough
satisfactory evidence of identification, which was his driver's license, to be the person wjiose nameis
sgned on the preceding or atached document, and acknowledged to me that he sgned it

Notary Public
My conunisson expires,.

cC: The Honorable Thomas M. Menino, Mayor |

The Honorable Senator Jack Hart , N BARBARAN t LEEPD'QNGELO

1 H : otary Public
The Honoreble C!ty Counc!l President Flaherty Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Honorable City Councilor JanesM. Kelly My Commission Expires Jul 21,2006

The Honorable Representative Brian P. Walace '

Mark M. Maoney, Esg., Director/BRA

Paul L. McCann, Esg/Executive Assgtant to Director/BRA-

Michadl Kineavy, Director/Mayor's Office of Neighborhood Services
Kairos Shen, Director of Planning/BRA

Ellen J. Lipsey, Executive Director/BLC

Cara H. Metz, Executive Director, Massachusatts Historical Commission
Bruce M. Johnson, AIA

Michael F. Burke, Esq.

John K. Dineen, Exq.



HOLLAND & KNIGHT LLP

lost James Avenue
Boston, Massachusetis 02116

6175232700
617-523-6850 Fax
www.tiklaw.com

June 9, 2004

By Certified Mail/Return Receipt Requested

Carol D. Shull

Keeper of National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

1201 Eye St., NW

8th Floor (MS 2280)

Washington, DC 20005

By Hand Delivery

Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission
M assachusetts Archives Facility

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, M A 02125-3314
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DIANE RUBIN
617-305-2102
dianerubin@liklaw.com

Re: Nomination of Fort Point Channel Historic District

Dear Sir/Madam:

_JIECHIVED
SanFaxisco

St ! AQ
Tallatiassee—-* ~

VESSSS HIST. GOMM

Inemational Offiss:
Caacs*

Helsnki
MexiexCity

Ro ¢k Jareio
S Pab

Td AW

Tdyo

Repesrdhe Ol

Pursuant to 16 U.S.C. §470a(a)(6) and 36 C.F.R. 860.6(r), the purpose of
this letter is to register the formal objection of Fort Point Place and the formal
objection of its owner Value Enhancement Fund V, LL C (collectively, "Fort Point
Place") to the nomination of the Fort Point Channel District (the "District") as a
National Historic District for listing on the National Register of Historic Places.
Fort Point Placeis located at 27-43 Wormwood Street. We do not consider
inclusion in the District to be in the best interest of Fort Point Place.
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Additionally, Fort Point Place objects to the manner inwhich the
boundaries of the proposed Fort Point Channel HistoricDistrict were
established. The boundaries appear to be somewhat arbitrary and capricious
and perhaps ought not include Fort Point Place.

Fort Point Placeis concerned by the process, the limited notice, the lack of
dialogue in advance of the initiative, and the focuson tax credits to one
developer regardless of the concerns of the other property owners. Furthermore,
we note for the record that itis our understanding that not all owners of
property within the proposed district have been notified, including, for example,
the owners of the portions of the seawall on the downtown Boston side of Fort
Point Channel.

Fort Point Placeis arelatively new property owner in this neighborhood
of Boston, but has taken an active interest in the 100-Acre planning initiative of
the City of Boston inthe portion of the District south of Summer Street and in
the State and City planning effort for the Municipal Harbor Plan inthis area.
This processis complex and ongoing and consequently, the consideration of the
District forthe National Register at thistimeis premature and should be
deferred until that processis complete.

Very truly yours,

HOLLAND & KNIGHTLLP

Diane Rubin, Counsel for
Vaue Enhancement Fund V,LLC

D R:nct/# 2004687 _vi
708255.00865

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

SS

On this 9th day of June, 2004, before me, the undersigned notary public,
personally appeared Diane Rubin, counsd for the foregoing entities as aforesaid, proved
to me through satisfactory evidence of identification, which was her driver'slicer’e, to
be the person whose nameis signed on the preceding or attached document, and
acknowledged to me that she signed it voluntarily.

Notary liai”ic
My commission expires.  7/Z/4.&09
BONNE S. WHTED
NO™N  AUBLIC
COMMONWEHLFH OF MASSACHUEETTS
MY COVMSSON BXFRES 7/32009



The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth

July 23, 2004 Massachusatts Historical Commission

Ms. Carol Shull

Nationa Regiser of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

Nationd Park Service

1201 Eye Strest, NW 8"'floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosad plessefind the following nomination form:
Fort Point Channd Historic District, Boston, (Suffolk), MA

The nomination has been voted digible by the State Review Board and hes been signed by the
State Higtoric Presarvation Officer. Asrequired by 36 CFR 60.6 (d), agenerd notice was placed
in the local newspaper within the Certified Local Government community of Boston, 60 to 90
days prior to the State Review Board meeting. The Federd Preservation Officer for the United
Sates Pogd Service wes notified of the presence of federally owned postal service property in
the district. In addition, identified owners of properties included inthe district were notified of
pending State Review Board consderation 60 to 90 days before the meeting and were afforded
the opportunity to comment.

Three letters of objection, ten letters of support, and two letters of comment have bean received.
Copies of al are enclosed.

We request expedited review of this nomination.

Sincerdy, [

Betsy Friedberg
National Regiger Director
Massaechusetts Historical Commission

endosure

cc. Susen Pranger, Chair, Boston Landmarks Commission
Thomas Menino, Mayor, City of Boston
Albert Rex, Bogton Preservation Alliance
Edward Gordon, Preservation Consultant
Ellen Lipsey, Boson Landmarks Commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470  Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.gatc.maus/sec/ mhc



