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The Oakland house is L-shaped in plan, with a 2 I/2-story elevation 
throughout, with the exception of a one-story out-kitchen on the rearV^An 
entrance hall with a stair divides the main block separating the parlor and 
living room; a dining room, side hall and stair and kitchen' and out-kitchen 
make up the first floor of the wing. The second floor of chambers throughoi. 
is surmounted by an upper half-story containing rooms that formerly were° 
servants'^quarters. Originally there was a harness room in a half-story" abo 
the out-kitchen, but the roof of this wing has been lowered. Around the 188 
a two-story frame wing was added to the southeast end of the house, but thiT 
addition was removed at a later unknown date. A short distance behind the 
house stands, a smoke house with a vaulted-roofed root cellar below.

Architecturally, the house is a stylistic composite. * The Georgian styl 
is represented.^ in the five-bay facade and the double-pile plan of the main" 
block. Kmphasis upon the facade, both in its symmetry and"its fine face-bri 
attest to the Georgian influence. While the rest of the house is laid in 
common bond, the facade is laid in all-stretcher bond with pressed bricks, 
except for one row of headers where the water table would normally occur. 
This feature, as well as the large panes of glass set in narrow muntins, 
recalls that last phase of Georgian architecture, the F^demL period. The

gek-Revival style can be seen in the two porches, especially In the 
provinciaT^square pillars, which are panelled and have square bases and 
square box capitals. \

Although the facade appears to be of Georgian inspiration, the building 
falls definitely within the sphere of the T.t-a.1 -j^na-ho .Revival. >sfFhe two-and- 
a-half story building, with its nearly flat roof, flat box cornice, and; 
paired brackets under the cornice, is remarkably similar to other buildings 
of that style throughout the mid-Atlantic states.^

Two elements from other styles of architecture distinguish this 
:-building. One is the single "G^thic^Revi^va 1" window that lights the landing 
on the rear stair hall. \The other is the Egyptian^ Revival motif that surrou 
the front and side porch doors. This notif-5[sM5ound""aroiind windows and 
fireplaces in several of the rooms as well. The Egyptian motif consists of 
a decorative moulding around the doors and windows, slightly battered with 
a-stylized cavetto cornice above.*\ ^^"^-^
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This house is illustrative of the homes built by the Delaware farmers 
who made their fortunes through the peach industry; cultivation of this 
fruit was the single greatest money-producer in the State's economy 
during the middle years of the nineteenth century. Sereck F. Shallcross, 
who owned this land and built this house, became one*"OTttaCh"§^^moS prosperous 
peach growers in Delaware, with 1500 acres under cultivation.

The house is architecturally interesting, since it appears to have 
been cj^ignedJ^jLta^asffleE^ an educated Philadelphia^ While it is well- 
proportioned, the eclectic nature of its design bespeaks a lack of 
academic architectural training; as a document of taste it is invaluable. 
Sereck Shallcross 1 ledger is particularly interesting in the information 
it reveals about the man and his house; part of the ledger was, in fact, 
a geometry notebook, left over from school days. From the notebook, it can 
be seen that his training had been entirely practical, with most of the 
problems there being devoted to building practices. A problem concerning 
domes and vaults possibly served as the owner's source of information for 
the design of his own root cellar.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is:

National n State D Local Q
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Title

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

D.iv. of Historical
and Cultural Affairs

Date
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