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historicname_  Nazing Court Apartments
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2. Lnr.atinn

Street & number—??4-?36 Seavpr Strppt and 1 -8 Nazing Court n/q not for publication
city or town___ Boston na vicinity
state MASSACHUSFTTS . code_MA county Suffolk  code_025 zipcode 02121

3. State/Ffiriftral Agpnr.y Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this BTTornination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Histacic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
EMrieets « does not meet th*Jvlational Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

« nationally « statewide Biomelly. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments™

6naturefif certifying official/Title Cftri H. Metz, Executive Director ' | Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau
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Name of Property

5. Classificatinn

Ownership of Property Category of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X_private JLbuilding(s)
~public-local _ district
_ public-State _ site
_ public-Federal _ structure

_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.;

6- Function or Ustt

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMFSTIC- Multiplp Owplling (apartment building)

7. Dftsr.riptinn
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE-19TH AND 20TH-CFNTIJRY RFVIVAI S

Classical Revival

Narrative Description

Boston Suffolk MA

County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Nonconthbuting
2 .building
sites
structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

JL

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

NOMFSTIC- MultipiR Dwelling (apartment building)

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation_Bj:ick

walls Brick

roof Tar and gravel;, Rubber membrane

other Cast stone trim

(Describe the historic and current condition ofthe property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. DESCRIPTION

Built in 1929 and designed inthe Classicd Reviva style, the Nazing Court Apartment complex is located on the
northwest corner of Ssaver and Maple dreets in Boston's Roxbury neighborhood. (Although the post of fice addressis
Dorchedter, the property is historically and currently inthe district of Roxbury). The south Sde of Seaver Stret
borders Franklin Park, a 400-acre late-19th century "rural park” designed by Frederick Law Olmged as the terminus
of Boston's famed Emerald Necklace (Olmsted Park Sysem; NR 1971). The north Sde of Seaver Street is
characterized primarily by low-rise gpartment buildings, mogt of which dateto the early 20th century and are, like
Nazing Court, desdgned inthe Classicd Reviva style. Abutting Nazing Court on the west isthe former Temple
Mishkan Tefila (218 Seaver Street; MHC # 11347), amonumental 1924 Classica Revival-style synegogue that isnow
the United House of Prayer for All People. To the et of the Nazing Court Apartments, acrass Maple Stredt, are
sverd large turn-of-the-century housesthat reflect the neighborhood's earlier single-family character.

Standing onjust over two acresof land that dopesdown dightly from west to eedt, the Nazing Court Apartment
complex condds of two buildings on adjacent parcds of land. One is a 53-unit row of gpartments overlooking
Franklin Park on Seever Street (on a 25,508 souare foot lot), and the other is a U-sheped 98-unit courtyard block
facing inward on Nazing Court (on a 62,074 squarefoot lot). The Seaver Stireat block hes four entries facing south on
Seaver Sireet (No. 224, 228, 232, 236), the Nazing Court block hes eight entries (No. 1 to 8) facing onto Nazing
Court, which opensto Maple Street a the eest end. Analey behind the Seever Street block sparatesthe two
buildings. The north eevation of the Nazing Court block looks into the back yards of properties facing Sonoma Sirest.

Similar in massng, stylistic vocabulary, and materids, the two buildings form a single composition that was

concaived to take maximize advantage of the degp lot while a the same time providing adequate light and ventilation
to al gpartments. The courtyard of Nazing Court enhancesthe sanse of goece and provides a landsceped forecourt for
1- 8 Nazing Court. The dley between the buildings provides an off-street location for service functions, acocessto the
openings ofthe air intake tunnels leading to the internal light courts (discussed below) and ensuresthere is abundant
goace between the buildings for light and air.

224 t0 236 Seaver Street (photo #1)

The Seaver Street block is st back approximatdly 15 feet from the sdewak. The shalow front yard & each building
is planted with grassand drubsinstalled a the completion of the 2003 rehabilitation. A low auminum fencestsona
curb a the sdewalk and endosesthe yard. Congtructed of brick with cast gonetrim, the Seaver Stireet building is a
modest design exhibiting acombination of Classicd Revivd and Colonia Reviva stylistic vocabularies. The three-
gory building rises from a high besament to aflat roof bordered by a brick pargpet with sone coping. The brick varies
in color dightly from red to adark brick. Other cast done detail includes pilagters framing eech entrance pavilion, a
denticulated cornice, awater table, sillsand keystones & the windows, corner blocks ornamented with arosstte a the
porch spandrds, and panded or molded pandséa the pargpet over the entries.  Brick soldier coursestrimming the
porch spandrdsand a the window lintels provide additional ornament to the facade.

(continued)
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The facade is composed of four entrance pavilions alternating with recessed porches. Each entrance is centered ina
pavilion framed by fluted Corinthian pilasters andtopped by a pediment at Nos. 224 & 232 and by a stepped parapet
at Nos. 228 & 236. The pedimented pavilions have atympanum enriched with around medallion and swags. The
stepped parapets have inset cast stone panels, the central panel containing a cartouche and swags. Scrolls sit atop the
coping and frame the stepped parapet. The entries at No. 224, 228, and 232 are approached by a set of terrazzo steps
with cast iron railings (photo #2). The entrance to No. 236 is at grade, entering at the basement story. The iron
railings are set in low walls finished in terrazzo. At each entry, cast stone Tuscan pilasters support around arch
ornamented with arunning-dog pattern and a bold keystone. The door and sidelights installed in 2003 match the
original drawings, which show the entrances originally contained acentral six-panel wood door with sidelights. The
original fanlight hadtwo tiers with tracery and the present fanlight is a single pane of glass. The most decorative
feature of the facade is atwo-story cast stone oriel, which is setin bas relief at the easternmost bay of the facade of
No. 236 (photo #5). Consisting of a single window baytrimmed by ornamented surrounds, a large rosette atthe
spandrel, and a pediment supported on consoles, the oriel is a gesture to suggest a more imposing appearance perhaps
warranted by its prominent siting on a major street across from Franklin Park.

The windows in the pavilions are set in groups of three at the upper stories and they are paired on either side of the
entrance atthe first story. The original wood sash were typically 6/1 with the exception of 4/1 sash in the windows
flanking the entries. New aluminum replacement windows have been installed reflecting the original pattern of lights
in the sash. At the south and east elevations, wood mullions between the windows are detailed with a shallow convex
panel with a simple base and capital. The recessed porches spanning between the entrance pavilions are divided atthe
center by a brick pier at the facade. Solid brick balustrades (rebuilt in 2003 to match the original) enclose the front of
the porches and a paired window and a single window are set in the recessed wall of each porch. A side door with a
9-light upper panel leads out to each porch.

The detail is simple at the east elevation consisting of cast stone sills, keystones and splayed corner blocks atthe
windows, a projecting molded water table, a molded lintel-course at the third story, coping stone at the parapet and a
denticulated cornice matching that on the facade. The inset porches have cast iron railings rather than sold brick
balustrades. The windows are set in single, double andtriple window bays, (photo #3)

The asymmetrical side elevations are not identical. The west elevation has cast stone lintels and sills with a solider
course atthe third story andthe matching cornice and coping at the parapet, (photo #1)

The cornice stops at the first bay at each end of the north elevation, which faces the service alley between the
buildings. There is only one bay of recessed porches on this elevation andthere are two brick exterior chimneys.
Built of acommon red brick, the north elevation has concrete sills and lintels and is otherwise unadorned. The
concrete elements have been repaired with concrete or replaced with brick or new cast stone sills or lintels in some
locations.

Not visible from the street, three light courts, rectangular in plan, are located at the interior of the building. The court
elevations are built of a pale concrete-colored brick to enhance the reflection of light. They are accessible by tunnels

from the rear alley or by a basement door from each building, (photo #6)

(continued)
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1to 8 Nazing Court

The Nazing Court block is similar to the Seaver Street block in massing, fenestration and materials, but differs slightly
in stylistic details. Like the Seaver Street block, it exhibits modest Classical Revival ornament and Colonial Revival
materials. In addition, however, the Nazing Court block features metal porch roofs in the shape of terra cotta tile,
suggesting the influence of the Spanish Colonial Revival style. Lacking the view of Franklin Park, Nazing Court faces
onto acentral courtyard that opens toward Maple Street. Wide brick steps lead up to the courtyard from Maple Street
and the remainder of the east end is enclosed by a brick retaining wall with a low metal railing that replaces an
original cast stone balustrade, (photo #7) The 2003 landscaping includes an evergreen tree toward the rear of the
courtyard, grass lawns, walks edged with roll curbing matching the existing, shrubs and yews flanking the entries.

U-shaped in plan, the Nazing Court block is athree story brick building with cast stone ornament set on a raised
basement and enclosed by a flat roof rimmed by a brick parapet. The primary elevations of Nazing Court, which
include the Nazing Court and Maple Street elevations, are built of a scored polychromatic brick with subtle colors
including green, mustard, orange and a deep purple. Differing from Seaver Street in the application of ornament, the
Nazing Court elevations are characterized by alternating entrance pavilions with recessed porches. Six of the Nazing
Court entrance pavilions aretopped by stepped pediments flanked by consoles and decorated by a cartouche and
swags executed in cast stone, (photo #8) There are three entrance pavilions on each of the north and south sides of the
courtyard. Two similar pavilions on the west courtyard elevation are narrower than the others and do not have entries
at the base. The entries (to #4 and #5) are tucked into the corners at the north and south elevations, rather than into the
base of the two west pavilions, (photo #9) All porches have iron balustrades.

The pavilions are not detailed with the corner pilasters or cast stone entrance surrounds found on Seaver Street. The
entries are approached by stone steps set between brick buttresses topped by iron railings. Cast stone impost blocks
and keystones ornament the round brick arch. The entries have the same six-panel wood entrance doors, sidelights
and fanlights found at Seaver Street.

The fenestration and detail at the east elevation of the north wing matches the east elevation of the Seaver Street block
and the east elevation of the south wing is symmetrical to the north, (photo #11) The one difference is that there are
two stacks of porches rather than a continuous porch spanning the recess. The west elevation is a long wall similarly
detailed to the east elevation with recesses cut out for porches at the southwest and northwest corners, (photo #10)

As at Seaver Street, the windows originally contained 6/1 and 4/1 double hung wood sash, and new aluminum
windows have been installed that replicate the original pattern of lights. The wood mullions at Nazing Court are
fluted with a simple capital and base.

The north elevation of the north wing and the south elevation of the south wing of Nazing Court face alleys, and have
minimal detail. The walls are of red common brick, similar to the north elevation of Seaver Street, and each elevation
contains one bay of recessed porch stacks. The internal light courts constructed of a pale, concrete-colored brick are
found here aswell, with a minor change in that there is an L-shaped opening into the western light court to provide
adequate windows for the corner units.

(continued)
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Interior

In generd, the interior finishesin the common arees and in the gpartments are the same in both buildings. Inthe
common aress of the Seaver Street block, the entrance vestibule floor is ceramic tile with agray edge, a maroon ad
white patterned border, and acentrd floral design on afield of white. The vestibule walls are covered by awainscot
of marble with gray and pink tones. Marble segps matching the wainscot leed up to the first floor and a second
entrance which enclosesthe vestibule. The vestibule entries were ingtaled in 2003 and congst of an duminum and
glass sygem with acentra door, siddights, and a narrow transom. The floor a the top of the Sepsindde the vestibule
originaly was ceramic tile, but thisfloor and the seps have bean covered with avinyl or linoleum tile. Insde the gair
hall, the floors are carpeted, the walls are finished with textured plagter, and achair rail runs dong the corridor and up
the gairs. The dair railing, bausters, and panded gtringers gopeer to be oak; the treads and risers match the marble in
the vestibule. The main newe pog a the first floor iscarved with chamfered edgesand incised fluting, while the
upper newd podts are sguare with smple incised fluting. The baugers are square. The quarter turn gairs typicaly
have a landing finished with ceramic tile inthe same colors as the vedtibule.

The hdlways run north-south with the reer sair st in a separate endosed hall. The reer sairs are atight half-turn gtair
with winders. They have a smple wood railing with square newd pogts and baugters. The unit entry doors are
replacement doors with asingle full-length pand. Examples of origina doors leed into the reer stair. The origind
metd clad doors have afull-length vertical pand. The molded door surrounds are Smple and the molded chair rail in
the corridor matchesthat found insde the units.

Although the floor plan is identical on the 2" and 3rd floorsand similar to the 1" floor, and the floor plans of the
Seaver Stret and Nazing Court blocks are similar, there are a variety of unit szes. According to the original plans,
there were 151 gpartments ranging in size from two to five rooms. The larger gpatments are located a the ends of
each block, and the origina floor plan remains in mog of the units. The plan of each unit typically features a reception
hall a the entry.

In eech unit, the kitchen faces onto alight court. Mot units have adoor leading out to a porch. The porcheswere
removed in the light courts. The doors have a 9-light upper pand, and typical interior doors are two-pand wood doors.
The floors are wood strip floors, the doors and windows have a molded surround with a smple architrave a the top.
Some rooms have a molded chair rail and some kitchens have asimple flat chair rail with no molding. The origina
bessboards have a molding a the top. The kitchens and bathrooms have been entirely renovated with new finishes

and fixtures.

The floor plan has been revised dightly to cregte barrier-free units a the besemant leve of 236 Seaver Strect and a
the first floor of 5 Nazing Court. Otherwise, the origina floor plan remains intact in mog units. The unitsa 4and 5
Nazing Court aso retain the molded pands on the walls of the reception hall and living rooms.,

The minor differences from the above are as follows: No. 236 Seaver Street hes an a-grade entrance, ad it hes three
additional units & the basament level. There are no Sepsin the vestibule and the marble wainscoting is presant on the
eagt wall only. No. 232 Seaver Street has one additional basament unit with a sgparate entrance, which now savesssa

(continued)
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management office, (photo #4) A community room was added in 2003 at the basement level of 232 Seaver on the
west side of the management office. No. 1 Nazing Court has two units with private entries at the basement level and

No. 8 Nazing Court has one unit in the basement. The first floor newel posts at the main stairs in Nazing Court are a
little more elaborate than those found in the Seaver Street entries.

(end)
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Nazing Court Apartments were built in 1929 for the Jewish community of Roxbury's Elm Hill neighborhood. The
last and largest of a series of apartment complexes constructed in the area by Jewish developers C & S Realty
Corporation, the Nazing Court Apartments mark the transition ofthe EIm Hill area from a middle-class to a working
class Jewish neighborhood. The premier location opposite Franklin Park andthe proximity to the Temple Mishkan
Tefila and other nearby Jewish institutions was intended to attract middle class tenants, butthe combination of the
Great Depression and an exodus of middle class Jews changed the demographics of Roxbury. Nevertheless, the
Nazing Court complex hasremained in continuous use as an apartment building. Architecturally, it is an intact
example of a Classical Revival-style apartment building that incorporates porches to provide outdoor space and fresh
air. The building is also one of the few apartment complexes known to be designed by Sumner Schein, a Jewish
architect who is primarily identified by his commercial work. Lastly, the apartment building blends with others of
similar style and scale to form avisually pleasing and coherent streetscape opposite the north edge of Franklin Park.
The Nazing Court Apartments retain integrity of design, location, setting, materials, feeling, workmanship, and
association; and fulfill National Register criteria A and C atthe local level. The period of significance is from the date
of construction in 1929 to 1954, the standard fifty-year cut off established to allow for historical perspective.

The complex stands one block west of Blue Hill Avenue, which wasthe commercial nexus and main north-south
thoroughfare of Roxbury. Inthe 19thcentury, Boston's Jewish immigrants settled in the tenements of the North End,
West End, South End, and East Boston. As they prospered, they began to move into the more suburban Boston
neighborhoods of Roxbury and Dorchester. Originally independent towns, both became part of Boston in the mid-19th
century, and both experienced rapid development asthe expanding streetcar network made it possible to live outside
the inner city and commute to work in it. The large farms, estates and country seats that had characterized the area in
the 18thandearly 19thcenturies, were subdivided into neighborhoods of single, two- andthree-family houses. The
area in the vicinity ofthe Nazing Court Apartments developed as an upper middle class Protestant neighborhood inthe
1880s and 1890s, largely from subdivision ofthe Williams and Seaver farms. In the early 20" century, the area began
to change from Protestant to Jewish.

In 1903, Roxbury's Jewish population stood at about fifty families, andthe residential area in the vicinity of Franklin
Park along Seaver Street, EIm Hill Avenue and Blue Hill Avenue, often referred to asthe EIm Hill district, was
attracting wealthy Jewish business and professional people. In 1912, for example, Myer Dana, a founder of Beth Israel
Hospital, built his impressive Colonial Revival-style residence at 250 Seaver Street (MHC #11349). Like the
subsequent developers ofthe Nazing Court Apartments, Dana sited his house directly opposite Franklin Park, the
terminus of Boston's Emerald Necklace — a seven-mile long connected greenway and park system designed by the
legendary Frederick Law Olmsted in the late-19th century (Olmsted Park System, NR: 1971).

In 1905, Eastern European Jews built the first synagogue in the area at 397 Blue Hill Avenue (a few blocks tothe
north of Nazing Court). Known as Congregation Adath Jeshurun (NR 1999), it had only 140 members, but is credited

(continued)
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with triggering the development of the Jewish community including the building of other synagogues Jewish
busnesses new houses, and eventually gpartment buildings and commercia blocks. By 1925, the contiguous
neighborhoods of Roxbury, Dorchester and Mattapan comprised the largest American Jewish community outsde of
New York City. There were reportedly ten synagogueswithin amileor two of Congregation Adath Jeshurun. One of
thesewas Temple Mishkan Tefilaa 218 Seaver Strest (MHC  #11347). Built five years before the Nazing Court
Apatments, it isan imposing Classica Revivad-stylebuilding that dso facesFranklin Park. Its architect, Jacob
Krokyn, isbelieved to be Boston's first Jewish architect, establishing his firm in 1919 (Heath, p. 8/8). Temple
Mishkan Tefilawas designed to sarve as more than a house of worship. It was to be a"Jewish Center" or Stadt Shul
(Sana, p. 191-3) that would serve as agathering place for the growing Jewish community of Roxbury-Dorchester.

In the 1890s, the Nazing Court parcd hdd Ellen F. Kenney's country estate, which was in character with the rest of
the suburban neighborhood that mede up late-ningteenth-century Roxbury. By 1915, the block, previoudy defined by
Seaver Street, Elm Hill Avenue, Schuyler and Maple Streets, had been intersected by Sonoma Street, and a series of
new gpartment buildings owned by J. Krinsky fronted on EIm Hill Street. Congtruction of the Temple Mishkan Tefila
in 1924 furthered transition of the block from grand single-family housesto a more densdy settled semi-urban arear In
1928 Kenney sold two lots bounded by Maple and Seever Streetsto C&S  Investment Corporation. The Nazing Court
and Seaver Street gpartment blocks were constructed on these lots the following yeer.

Features such as the imposing entrance pavilionsand the orid a the Seaver Street block reflect the prominence of its
location on amgjor thoroughfare facing Franklin Park, and suggest the prosperity of both owners and tenants in this
neighborhood a the time the building was being congtructed. With its much lessimposing orientation on a Sde sredt,
the U-sheped plan of the Nazing Court block maximizes the open goece a the center of its parcd and cregtes a
pleasing forecourt to the Nazing Court buildings.

The devdoper of Nazing Court Apartments, the C & S Construction Company, dso knownas C & S Investment
Corporation, was first listed inthe Bogton city directories in 1929, the year the Nazing Court Apartments opened.
According to an article inthe Jewish Advocate, prior projects of president Bernard Swartz and treesurer Jacob Cohen
included the Lincoln Apartments, Splendid View Apartments, and Maple Manor Apartments. Splendid View (140
Seaver Street) and Maple Manor (76 Maple Street), located within afew blocks of Nazing Court, were condructed in
1928 and 1929, and have courtyard plans and porches similar to those & Nazing Court. Both earlier gpartment
complexes, which housed seventy and forty-seven families respectivey, still sand. The original location and ultimate
fate ofthe Lincoln Apartments is lessclear, snce no gpatment complex with that name coincides with the time period
or location normally associated with C & S Congtruction. Splendid View Redty Co., dso owned by Cohen & Swartz,
was operaed out of the Splendid View Apartment Building. Both realty companies were dissolved by 1933, the same
year that Swartz | eft Boston. Jacob Cohen continued to live in Allston and later Brookline and was ladt listed in the
Boston city directories in 1951 as a manager for Steinberg and Krasnow (presumably a misprint of Krasnoo).

The designers ofthe Nazing Court Apartments, Sumner Schein and Philip Levine (Schein and Levine) werein
practice together from 1925 through 1929. During thet period, Philip Levine dso sarved as secretary of the Trenton
Tire Supply Company. In 1930, he left the practice to join the Akron Rubber Company. He lived briefly a& 7 Nazing
Court, before leaving Bogton in 1932,

(continued)
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SUmner Schein (1898-1998), on the other hand, had along and progperous career in architecture and engineering. A
civil enginear, he was eventudly regigered in es many as eighteen dates Hedudied a& Harvard (1915-1917), MIT
(BSCE, 1921), and Northeastern University Law School (LLB, 1927). Heestablished hisfirm in 1921, and according
to hisobituary, became a pioneer in the design of supermarkets. Starting in the early 1930s Schein designed 500 - 600
goresand other projectsfor the First National chain. Specializing in commercid work, the firm designed urben
department and specidty stores, suburban shopping centers, and endosed mals. Major commissions recorded in the
Massachusatts Historical Commission's Maker Index include Worcester's Seersand Roegbuck Department Store
(1940; MHC #2397) and the redesign of Boston's Jordan Marsh Department Store (1942; MHC  #2120). The firm was
a0 respongble for the Jordan Marsh and Flenes department stores built during the 1930s throughout New England.
In 1962 Schein desgned his first endosed mall, the North Line Shopping Center of Houston, Texas. North Line wes
followed by a successon of shopping centers built during the 1960s including such New England shopping
degtinations as the Natick (MA) Mall, Cgpe Cod Mall, Warwick (Rl) Mall, and Maine Shopping Center. The firm's
mall work continued through the Severties (The Mall a Chestnut Hill, 1973) and Eighties (expansion of the
Burlington Mall, ca 1980s). According to his son, Schein gopeered in the officedaily well into his late nineties. A
longtime resident of Chestnut Hill in Brookline, the architect died a the Hebrew Rehabilitation Center for the Aged
in Rodinddea age 100. The firm, Sumner Schein Architects and Engineears, recently merged with Carter & Burgess
Inc. of Fort Worth, Texas. The Bogton branch officeisheeded by the founder's son, Siephen B. Schein.

The name of the new gpartment complex was probably derived from its proximity to Nazing Street, which it faced
across Maple Avenue. The name may be a reference to the birthplace of John Eliot, the puritan missonary who
preached in Roxbury from 1632 to 1690. The 1878 History of Roxbury by Francis R. Drake records Nazing in Essex,
England as the birthplace of Eliot. Modern histories record his birthplace as Widford, Hertfordshire, England.

Applications for building permits were submitted on April 22, 1929, and the foundation and first floor were in place
by the 4th of June. In August, the Jewish Advocate, aloca newgpaper that began publication in 1903, reported that
the new "Million Dollar Apartment Buildings' were reedy for occupancy. In describing the location the peper
enthused: "Franklin Park isone of the landmarks of Boston especidly noteworthy for their [sic] scenic beauty. The
park offers splendid recreation grounds for mothers and children, while the father of the family isintrigued by the
convenience to the well laid-out 18-hole golf course. Maple and Seaver Stregts were chosen as being ina quiet
residentiad neighborhood as well as convenient to town and locd shopping centers. Stret car service isexcdlent, cars
run every haf minute to nearby gations. Since thisisto be primarily for Jewish homes the fact that the section
indudes Jewish community houses, synagogues, and the Y.M.H.A. isan added factor." The ornament and design of
the Seaver Street buildings are typical of the progperous gpartment blocksthat lined the park and locd thoroughfares.
By contragt, the exterior of Nazing Court is more subdued, reflecting its location on asde sreet. Nazing Court's U-
shgped courtyard is, however, an unusud design dement for a Roxbury or Dorchester apartment block of this period.
By leaving asizesble amount of the parcd open, the developers emphasized the circulation of air.  This digtinguished
the new complex from the previous generation's experience of cramped tenemant living. Significantly, C&S
Congtruction Corporation dso st addeadender 1,529 square foot right of way between its Seaver Strest and Maple
Strect holdingswith the desded requirement that it remain open in perpetuity to providefor both ventilation and
lighting ofthe new buildings. Thislot isthe extant accessdley between thetwo apartment blocks.

(continued)
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According to newspgper accounts, the two-building complex opened with 151 units varying in sze from twotofive-
room gpartments.  In describing the gpatments, the Jewish Advocate indicated that the inclusion of smaller
goatments was unique a atime when mog buildings were designed to accommodate families. The two-room suites
were designed for young couples, "as compact as possible with plenty of closat gpace, dectric plugs and good
lighting." Thethree, four, and five room gpatments were "planned on a corresponding scheme of daborate detail.
Plenty of air and light hes been aranged for every corner, each room in its place not only because it is decoratively
auited there but o mogt convenient for the housewife.”

Modern gppliances included ges soves, incinerators, refrigerators and radio equipment. Apartments were supplied
with hot water and geam heet. The building offered janitor service, and the units had showers and large reception
hdls. Major suppliers for the gpatments included J. Secinore & N. Vespa Co. (contractors), Dudley Woodworks
(interior and exterior finish and stairworks), J. & J. Electric Company, Alex Scott (plumbing and ges fitting), West
End Iron Works, Quality Appliance Deders, and Bronze Weether Strip Company (weether strips, shedes and screens).

Desxpite the fine amenities and the desirable location of the Nazing Court Apartments, the timing of its construction
could not have been worse. Two months after the buildings were reedy for occupancy, the sock market crashed,
initiating the Great Depression that would rock the financial foundations of the country for the next ten years. But
even prior to the Depression, as Roxbury and Dorchester baecame more densdy devel oped, those who could afford it
begen moving to Brookline and Newton in seerch of amore suburban setting. Between the late 1920s and early 1950s
the Jewish population in Roxbury and Dorchester only declined by about 10 percent from 77,000 to 70,000, but the
mix of income leves shifted heavily toward the working dass. Parhgpsthe developers of the building hed perceived
the coming changes when they decided to create a building that could accommodate singles and couples as well &
families.

By 1931, ownership of Nazing Court hed bean transferred to LouisH. Steinberg and Abner Cohen, listed a the
address of 162 Seaver Street, Roxbury (attached to the Splendid View Apartments and perhgpsthe missing Lincoln
Apatments). From 1928 through 1931 the mortgages on Nazing Court repeetedly passed between C& S, Steinberg,
and both Jecob and Abner Cohen; apparently an atempt to kegp control of the property within anetwork of blood ad
married relations. Steinberg was a lawyer who was born in Russia and cameto the United States a age six. He
atended the Bogton schools, graduated from Suffolk Law Schoal, and began his practice in Boston and New York in
1926. He lived inthe Nazing Court Apartments a 228 Seaver Street for a leest a decade batween 1950 and 1960, but
died in Brookline where he spent his lagt years. In additionto his law practice, he was active in the community,
donating a scholarship a the Suffolk Law School, and founding the Associated Synagogues and the Mamonides
Schoal.

As indicated by the congtant transfer of mortgeges, the financial stability of both C& S Investment and C& S
Congruction was greetly chalenged by the Depresson. Numerous tax liens againg Nazing Court and Splendidview
ae liged through the Thirties and early Forties. Financid difficulties seamed to have dso plagued Steinberg ad
Cohen. In 1931 Steinberg assigned his interest inthe Seaver Street buildings to Rose Steinberg. I 1944, ownership

(continued)



OMS ApimmHd.  102*-00It
*«<Sfonn10-M0-«

United States Department of the Interior
Nationai Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Nazing Court Apartments
) Bogton (Roxbury) (Suffalk), MA
Saction numbe — Page—5—

of the Nazing Court gpartment block was divided between Rena Krasnoo (possibly a married daughter of Cohen's) and
Ruth Steinberg, with the hdf-share of the latter subsequently divided among three children. In 1949, the Seaver Strest
buildings were similarly divided between Ruth and Rena; and subssquently among six additiona family membears
Trangferring title to wivesand children isatypical meansof protecting assats from creditors and ssams to corroborate
the financia troubles as well as the shared kinship of Nazing Court's owners. It gopears that initiadl C& S investor
Jecob Cohen was ardation of the new owners, as he was retained as a manager under Steinberg and Krasnow

Company.

Directories from the 1930s to the 1960s show that the Nazing Court complex was occupied by tenants with Jewish
aumames engaged in such occupations as dentist, physician, music teecher, and tailor. Throughout this period, even as
suburbanization increased after World War |1. Roxbury and Dorchester remained vibrant Jewish communities. In the
1960s the demographics of Roxbury and Dorchester began to change dramatically. Fewer Jewswere moving into the
areawhile the upwardly mobile were continuing to leave, their places being taken by African Americans. In 1960, the
Jewish population good & 47,000; in 1970 it was 16,000; and by the late 1970s it was only afew hundred. In
Roxbury the decline was even more profound because many Roxbury Jaws moved into Jewish sections of Dorchedter.
By 1960, the number of Jawsliving in the immediate neighborhood of Nazing Court had declined from about twenty
thousand to seventy-five hundred, and the areawas severty percent black (Levine, p.63). The decline in the Jewish
population was clearly reflected inthe occupants of the Nazing Court Apartments. In 1965, the buildings were dmost
fully occupied and mogt of the tenants had Jewish surnames. Many gopeer to have been widows, suggesting that the
resdents were aging. One year later, about athird of the gpartments were vacant, but the majority was till Jewish.

Asthe Jewish community dwindled, its remaining members, who were low-income people, gradudly became unable
to support their synagogues. Initially, those former resdents of the neighborhood who hed moved to the suburbs
returned to their Roxbury or Dorchester synagogues and continued to offer financial support. However, the
synagoguesthemsdlves eventually responded to the population flow and moved out of Bogton. In 1955, Temple
Mishkan Tefila, which had been the dominant Jewish ingtitution in Roxbury for twenty years, broke ground for anew
synagogue in the Chestnut Hill section of Newton. In 1957, the congregation dosed the Seaver Stret synagogue, ad
Temple Mishkan Tefila becamethe first of the Roxbury synagoguesto completely reocate to the suburbs. 1n 1966 the
Steinberg and Krasnoo families sold both gpartment blocksto Arthur Shactman. The change in ownership seams to
mirror the changing demographics of Roxbury. By the following year, numerous vacancies and fewer Jewish
aumames ae evident within the complex. The fact that HUD foreclosed on the buildingsin 1973 pointsto reiance of
the new owners and their tenants on federal subsidies.

In 1976 the federal government sold the complex to George, Kenneth and Cecil Guscott/doing busness under the
name of Nazing Court Associates. In 1981, the buildings were again fully occupied, but only two occupants hed
Jewish surnames. Today the residents inthe vicinity of the Nazing Court Apartment complex are primarily Black or
Hispanic. The former Temple Mishkan Tefilaand its adjacent Hebrew School and Community Center are under the
gewardship of the United House of Prayer for All People, which hes completed an extensive rehabilitation of both
buildings. The Nazing Court Apartments were purchased by Nazing Limited Partnership in 2002 and rehabilitation
was completed in 2003 for continued use as gpatments.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verbal Boundary Description

The nominated property includes the buildings and land represented as parcels 2367 and 2365 on the City of Boston
assessors map number 12037, acopy of which accompanies this nomination and described as follows:

Those certain parcels of land with the buildings thereon commonly known and numbered as 224-236 Seaver Street
and 1 - 8Nazing Court, formerly also known as Maple, Roxbury district of Boston, Suffolk County, Massachusetts,
bounded and described as follows:

Parcel A:

SOUTHEASTERLY by Maple Street, one hundred ten and 40/100 (100.40) feet;

SOUTHWESTERLY by Seaver Street in a slightly broken line, measuring in all two hundred forty-six and 12/100
(246.12) feet;

NORTHWESTERLY by land now or formerly of Augustus Parker, later of the Congregation Mishkan Tefila.
ninety-nine and 96/100 (99.96) feet;

NORTHEASTERLY by Lots Al and B on the plan hereinafter referred to, two hundred forty-five and 25/100
(245.25) feet.

Said Parcel A is shown as Lot A on aplan drawn by Schein and Levine, Engineers, entitled "Subdivision of Land in
Roxbury, Mass." Dated February, 1929, recorded with Suffolk Deeds, Book 5081, Page 352 and is now known and
numbered 224 - 236 Seaver Street.

Parcel Al and B

SOUTHEASTERLY by Maple Street, two hundred thirty-eight and 70/100 (238.70) feet;

SOUTHWESTERLY by Lot A onthe plan hereinafter referred to, formerly of Rose Steinberg and Rena C.
Krasnoo, two hundred forty-five and 25/100 (245.25) feet;

NORTHWESTERLY by land noror formerly of Congregation Mishkan Tefila, two hundred sixty-eight and 69/100
(268.69) feet; and

NORTHEASTERLY by land of owners unknown, two hundred forty-five and 83/100 (245.83) feet.

(continued)
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Verba Boundarv Justification

The nominated property includes the entire parcd upon which the Nazing Court Apartments presently sand and the
origina parcds associated with this complex.

(end)
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Description

224 - 236 Seaver Street, west and south eevations, |ooking northeest
224 Seaver Street, south devation, detail, entrance pavilion, looking north
224 - 236 Seaver Street, south and eadt devations, looking northwest
232 Seaver Street, south devation, detail, rebuilt Seps, looking north

236 Seaver Street, south devation, detail, oriel, looking north

224 - 236 Seaver Street, typical interior light court, looking eest

1- 8Nazing Court, looking west

7 Nazing Court, south eevation, detail entrance pavilion, looking north

4 Nazing Court, south west comer of courtyard eevation, looking southwest
1-8 Nazing Court, west elevation, looking northeest

5-8 Nazing Court, north elevation, looking southwest
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
March 29, 2004 Massachusdtts Historical Commission

Ms. Carol Shull

Nationa Regiger of Historic Haces
Depatment of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW 8" floor
Woashington, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosad please find the following nomination form:
Nazing Court Apartments, Bostorn/Roxbury (Suffolk), MA

The nomination hes bean voted dligible by the State Review Board and has been signed by the
Sae Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property inthe Certified Loca
Government community of Boston were notified of pending State Review Board condderation 60
to 90 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to commernt.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg [j
Nationa Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cc: Leslie Donovan, consultant
Roysin Billett, Boston CL G coordinator
Thomas Menino, Mayor, City of Boston
Winn Company, Nazing LP

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470.Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.gtate.ma.us/sec/mhc
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Mr. J Pal Loether
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Deoatmat of the Interior

Nationd Pak Savice

1201 ByeSredt, NW 8" floor
Washington, DC 20006

Dear Mr. Loether:

Re Additiona Documentation (Technica corrections of UTMs)

In the process of mgpping Nationa Regiger nomingtions for our CIS databese, we have
identified erors in UTM coordingtes for 23 propaties The arors vary from afew hundred feet
to hundreds of miles, often dueto trangpodtion of numbas

Asrecommeandad by Edson Bedll, we are endodging a continuation sheet for eech of the
nominations Heese let me know if you need mare information in order to correct your records

Snoady,

Betsy Hiedbag
Nationd Regiger Director
Massachusdts Higoricd Commisson

Endoares

220 Morrissey Boulevard. Boston, M assachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax; (61 7) 7275128
www gate maus'ssc/mhc



