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1. Name
histori*Tidward ipakes HOUBSB

and/or common
2. Location

N Sylvia Road

same

street & number

For HCRS use only
received FEB 12 19380

date entered

not for publication

city, town Medford vicinity of congressional district
M assachusetts 025 Middlesex 019

state code county code
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district public X occupied agriculture museum
A building(s) A private "R unoccupied commercial park

structure both work in progress educational A private residence

site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious >

object in process X yes: restricted government scientific ;

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:
4. Owner of Property
nane Frederick and Janet Knox
street & number 5 Sylvia Road
city, town Medford vicinity of state Mass. 02155
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Middlesex county Registry of Deeds
street & number 208 Cambridge Street
city, town  Cambridge state Massachusetts
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Inventory ot tne Historic Assets «

title of the commonwealth #32 "as this property been determined elegible? .yes no
date 1974 .federal ~ state county local

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical

town 294 Washington Street, Boston

city’

Commission

M assachusetts
state



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

N excel lent deteriorat ed unal ter ed original site
good ruins x altered X noved date 8/5/77
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Located at the southeast corner of Sylvia Road and Main street, the Edward Cakes
House i s a rectangular-plan, timber-frame building, two-and-one-half stories high with
a massive central chimey. The house rests on a new foundation of poured concrete and is
enclosed by a steeply pitched gambrei roof to which an eighteenth-centiirylean-to ex-
tension has been added. The house's exterior i s covered with unpaiited, stained clap-
boards and is trimmed with vndecorated corner boards. Wndows through9Ut”contain double-
hinmg 6/6 sash.

The house's facade (north) is symmetrical containing a center-entry flanked by two
wi ndows on each side at the first storey and five wi ndows at thje”s*corid storey. The
heads of second-storey windows are set into the base of the cornice. The entry is
approached from a nodern, brick stoop. The entry surround is a nodern restorationand con-
sists of two pilasterswhich support a wi de entablature and moul ded cornice with dentils.
Set withinthis surround are two th?: ee-pane side |ights, each of which”is selp. aboye a
panelled base. Set between the side lights is a raised-panel door with six panels. This
entry replaced an extensively altered Geek Revival style doorway of which only the
side lights and stiles, but no decorative trim or door, remained.

Endwal | s (east and west) contain five wi ndows each. These wi ndows are of varying
sizes and are arranged asymmetrically, two at both the first and second stories and one"
centered beneath the ridge pole at the attic storey. The house's rear (south) elevation
has been conpletely reconstructed, as i t had been covered by a twentieth-centmy brick
addition until 1976, when this addition was demolished in preparation for nmoving the
house. I .

The CQakes Souse's interior retains many eighteenth-century featxires. Especially
fine are the raised panel roomends of the house's front (north) four rooms (first and
second stories). The house's entry hall contains a narrow staircase which rises in
stages in front of the central chimey. At the rear of the central chimey (south) is
a massive kitchen fireplacewhich my contain an even larger fireplacebehind itscxirrent
facing bricks. FEsewhere, the house has trw fireplaces at both the first and second
stior ies.

The Cakes House was noved to itspresent site on August 5 1977 fromits original
site at 460 Riverside Avenue where conmmercial devel opment plans would have required the
house's demolition. Itsnew site is opposite the Isaac Royall House (N R) in a
residential neighborhood.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below o
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture,  religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature scul_pture
1600-1699 architecture 2 education . military -sociall
1700-1799 art , engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement . philosophy -theater
1900- ir .communication”® i industry . politics/government - transportation

-Fi invention . other (specify)

Specific dates 1728-1729 Builder/Architect Bujldf~rc; unknown

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

Al'though noved fromits original site, theEdward Cakes House possesses integrity
of design, materials and workmanship. The house's sinple exterior, central chi mey,
gambrei lean-to roof and interior woodwork mark it as Medford's best preserved exanple
of vernacular eighteenth century architecture. Although this vernacular house-type
enjoyed a wide local popularity during theeighteenth century, nost other exanples have
been destroyed, leaving t he Cakes House and t heslightly later Jonathan Brooks House
(2 Woburn street, ca. 1781-91) as Medford's best exanples of t hetype®. '

The' | Dakes House is believed t ohave been built:"" dii' 1728 or 1729 by Edward Cakfes, the
son - of Thomas Cakes and Sarah Tufts of Maiden, i nl17200 Edward Cakes married a wonan
nanmed Joanna (last nane not given) and by thelate 1720's, t hecouple seens t o have noved
to Medford. 1n1730, Cakes i slisted as a taxpayer in Medford; subsequently, i n1733-1734,
Cakes was town constable and a fenceviewer. During this period, Cakes' brother, Thonas,
al so becane active i ntown affairs", serving as a selectmn, woodcorder and constabl e,
upon oakes's death i n1753, his house was divided between his w dowwho occupiedthe
western half and his son, Sanuel, who occupied t heeastern half. Locally prom nent
descendants of Bdward Cakes include Jonathan oakes, a Revolutionary War sol dier and one
of Medford's fifty-nine mnutemen who set out for Lexington i n1775; Jonathan Cakesi s
mentioned i nlocal histories as having lived i nan "old house" on Riverside Avenue between
the original site of theEdward Cakes House and t hePeter Tufts House.

Originally located at 460 Riverside Avenue on |and which Edward oakes bought from
Peter Tufts, theCakes House stood between t hePeter Tufts House (ca. 1678) and t he Mai den
town |ine oh "the highway |eading from Medford t oBlanchard's Farm" in a section of
Medf ord which remained |argely undevel oped until thelate nineteenth century. Duringthe
nineteenth century, nuch of t heformer oakes property was used as a claypit by t he New
Engl and Brick conpany. Wen brick-making ceased, land surrounding t hehouse was left as
an exposed, partially flooded pit which remained unsuitable for building purposes until
it was filled i nthemd-twentieth century. Now one of thelargest undevel oped parcels
in Medford, this land i sowned by a construction conpany whi ch had pl anned t o demolish
the Qakes House and t odevel op the property. As it was inpossible t opreserve thehouse
on its original site, it was noved across theMstic River and Route 93 by by its current
owner i n1977 toa site imediately east of thelsaac Royall House (ca. 1750). The new
site, in a quiet residential neighborhood, conplements t hecharacter of t hehouse.
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Verbal boundary description and justification

Please refer totheattached '.”assessor's map. The boundary i s deliniated i n red.

List all states and counties forproperties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form PreparedBy

_ Patricia J. Lawence
nameftitle Brian Pfeiffer, Consultant with Medford Historical Commission

organization M assachusetts Historical Commisson date  Novamba 1979
street & number 294 Washington St. telephone (617) 727-8470

city ortown Boston state Mass. 02108
12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the stateis:

national state 2 " local n .

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), i hereby nominate this property forinclusion inthe National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according tothe criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

titte Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commisson dae

For HCRS use only
| hereby certify that this property isincluded in the National Register

date NN ro

Keeper of the\Naiional Register °

Attestt mZtAci:/f/lrluj(/) date

cniet Of Reyimiatiun

GPO 938 835
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ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REQ STER

STATE MASSACHEETTS

Date Entered

Echo Bridge

Swet | and- Pease House

Rice, Capt. Peter, House
First Baptist Church
JCakes, Edward, House
McGl 11, John H, House

DI I I away School

Berger Factory

Al'so Notified

Honor abl e Paul Tsongas
Edward M Kennedy
John J, Mbakl ey
Robert F. Drinan
Edward P. Bol and
Joseph D Early
Edward J. Markey

Honor abl e
Honor abl e
Honor abl e
Honor abl e
Honor abl e
Honor abl e

4/ 17/ 80
information

Byers/bjr
For further

NR
pl ease call

9 1"8D
Location
Town of Needham City of Newton

Norfol k and M ddl esex County

East Longneadow vicinity
Hanpden County

l'iarlborough
Kl ddl esex County

Fr am ngham
M ddl esex County

Medf or d

M ddl esex County
Medf or d

M ddl esex County
Bost on

Suffol k County

Bost on
Suffol k County

State Historic Preservation Officer

Ms. Patricia L. VJesl owskl

Executive Director, Massachusetts
Hi storical Comm ssion

294 \Washington Street

Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

the National Register at (202)343-6401



