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1. NAME OF PROPERTY

Historic Name: Evangeline Bank and Trust Company

Other Name/Site Number: Ville Platte City Hall

JU
R L2y 2005
2. LOCATION
Street & Number 342 West Main Street Not for publication: NA
City/Town Ville Platte Vicinity: NA
State:  Louisiana Code: LA County: Evangeline Code: 039 Zip Code: 70586

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby
certify that this X nomination ___ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation
standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and
professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property X meets  does
not meet the National Register Criteria.

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
Nationally: __ Statewide: ___ Locally:___ X

| g
Qm J/u ,,/(4 July 20, 2005

v U -
Signatures(('gléertifymg Ofﬁcial/Title\dVOnathan Fricker, Date
Deputy 0, Dept of Culture, Recreation and Tourism

State or Federal Agency and Bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of Commenting or Other Official/Title Date

State or Federal Agency and Bureau
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I 1\17@ certify that this property is:

_V Entered in the National Register

____ Determined eligible for the National Register
Determined not eligible for the National Register

Removed from the National Register

_ A )|

N R I tJ Jos

?Signature of Keeper Date of Action
|
5. CLASSIFICATION
Ownership of Property Category of Property
Private: - Building(s): 1
Public-Local: __X District:
Public-State: ___ Site:
Public-Federal: __ Structure:
Object:
Number of Resources within Property
Contributing Non contributing
1 ___buildings
S —__sites
_ —_ structures
—_ ___ objects
-1 _0 Total

Number of Contributing Resources Previously Listed in the National Register:_Q

Name of Related Multiple Property Listing: NA
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6.  FUNCTION OR USE

Historic: Commerce/Trade Sub: Financial Institution

Current: Commerce/Trade Sub: Financial Institution

]

7. _DESCRIPTION

Architectural Classification: Classical Revival

Materials:

Foundation:  Concrete

Walls: Brick, Concrete
Roof: Synthetics/Plastic
Other:

Describe Present and Historic Physical Appearance.

The Evangeline Bank and Trust Company (1913) is a two-story masonry building featuring
elements of the Classical Revival style. It stands at a busy downtown intersection in the Evangeline
Parish seat of Ville Platte. Despite some alteration and the addition of an unstyled side wing, the

.bank’s Classical Revival styling remains intact.

Because of its corner location, the design of the rectangular shaped building incorporates two
decorative facades. Both elevations are constructed of finer brick than that found on the building's
other two, more utilitarian walls. Identical projecting central entrance pavilions distinguish the
decorated elevations. Each is composed of tall, thick brick piers with molded concrete capitals. The
capitals support a concrete entablature with architrave, frieze and overhanging cornice. The cornice,
in turn, supports a stylized raking pediment flanked by short, block-like piers with simple caps. The
building'’s title, flanked by roundels, is shown in bas-relief within the frieze. The space within each
pavilion contains an elaborate entrance surround. Its much thinner concrete pilasters rise from
molded bases to support molded capitals and a concrete entablature. Just below the capitals, the
pilasters are ornamented with necking and a vertical geometric motif (see below). The entablature
supports an overlarge transom containing four windows -- two large square openings in the center
and smaller rectangular openings on each end. Each transom window is subdivided to resemble a
starburst. The rectangular end transom openings are separated from the central square ones by
wooden panels. Sidelights within molded rectangular openings flank the door; stylized bas-relief
plagques are found below the sidelights.

On the Main Street elevation, the entrance pavilion appears within a large bay with tall, thick
piers with molded capitals marking the building’s corners. Roundels ornament these capitals. A
large window pierces the wall between each of the entrance pavilion’s corner piers and the piers
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located at the actual corners of the building. The second floor of the Main Street fagade is pierced
by five symmetrically placed windows, each distinguished by a keystone above its lintel. Identical
piers divide the longer Court Street fagade into three bays, the central of which contains this
elevation’s entrance pavilion. The right bay of the Court Street elevation contains a secondary
entrance, this one leading to a hall and staircase accessing the building’s second level. It is flanked
by sidelights and surmounted by a three-light transom. The left bay contains an overlarge window,
an alteration described more fully below. Each bay on this elevation contains a second story set of
paired windows accompanied by keystones.

Several other Classical decorative features are found on the building. A brick watertable is
visible on the two major facades and the rear elevation. A concrete entablature also graces the two
major elevations. It is composed of a molded architrave and an overhanging cornice, with a plain
band of brick between the two serving as the frieze. After turning the side and rear corners, the
ornate entablature is replaced by a more simple brick entablature on the building’'s undecorated and
utilitarian side and rear elevations. Above the entablature, a simply paneled brick parapet encircles
the building. Its brick matches that of the structure’s two undecorated walls. One suspects that the
parapet was once painted white to match the entablature, with the paint later being removed. Just
below the entablature on the Main Street elevation are two rectangular shaped elements resembling
brackets. They are reminiscent of the vertical motifs found on the pilasters of the entrance surround
but are more pronounced, with corbelling on their upper portions and guttae distinguishing their
ends.

On the interior, the original floor plan is still clearly discernable. A large banking room
containing a lobby and an overlarge teller’s area occupies probably two-thirds of the first floor. The
room’s marble wainscot and counters are of unknown date but are not original. The rear third of the
building holds the bank’s vault, one office, and the previously mentioned hallway adjoining the
secondary Court Street entrance. In addition to accessing the stair, this hall leads to a period
bathroom located beneath the stair. The hall retains its original tile floor as well as a decorative
chair rail. The undecorated second floor contains offices opening off a central hall.

Other features of interest on the building include the marble step leading from the sidewalk to
the main door on each elevation and the tiles (set in the sidewalk in front of each main door), spelling
out the building’s name.

In addition to the previously mentioned changes to the wainscot and counters, other
alterations to the banking room include:

1. installation of a plate glass wall forming a vestibule at the Main Street entrance,

2. subdivision of the teller area by a plate glass wall creating a hallway between the teller's
space and the rear third of the building with the vault, and

3. replacement of the lobby’s floor tiles.

4. installation of carpeting in the teller's area and modern countertops in the banking room.

Other interior alterations include the installation of acoustical tile ceilings throughout the building, the
placement of modern floor tile in some areas, the reconfiguration of part of the second floor hall and
offices, and the insertion of a second floor restroom in one corner. The latter two changes were
accomplished when a radio station occupied part of the second floor.
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Exterior alterations since the building’s construction include:

1. replacement of the original door in each central entrance pavilion with a modern plate
glass door flanked by plate glass sidelights (not the previously mentioned sidelights
forming part of the entrance surround). The secondary door in the right bay of the
Court Street facade is also a plate glass replacement. In addition, the original lower
floor windows in the left bay of the Court Street fagade have been replaced with a large
three-pane plate glass window.

2. installation of canopies on most of the Court Street windows.
3. attachment of a large sign and a clock to one corner of the building.

4. construction of two additions: an early one-story rear space and an unstyled, one-story
side wing (which dates to the late 1970s) facing Main Street.

Although the presence of the exterior alterations noted above is regrettable, the bank’s strong
Classical Revival articulation easily overwhelms them. As the best of Ville Platte’s few architectural
landmarks (see Part 8), the Evangeline Bank and Trust Company building is a strong candidate for
National Register listing.
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Applicable National

Register Criteria: A__B_CXD

Criteria Considerations NA

(Exceptions): A_B_C_D__E_F_G
Areas of Significance: Architecture

Period(s) of Significance: 1913

Significant Dates: 1913
Significant Person(s): NA
Cultural Affiliation: NA

Architect/Builder: Unknown




NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES NOMINATION

NPS Form 10-900 USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86) OMB No. 1024-0018
EVANGELINE BANK AND TRUST COMPANY, EVANGELINE PARISH, LA  Page 7
United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

State Significance of Property, and Justify Criteria, Criteria Considerations, and Areas and Periods of
Significance Noted Above.

The Evangeline Bank and Trust Company building is locally significant because it ranks as
the town of Ville Platte’s most impressive architectural landmark.

Ville Platte’s founding dates to well before 1880, but very few buildings survive from before
that date. Although the State Historic Preservation Office has not yet officially surveyed the
community, a windshield survey of the central business district and older neighborhoods by a staff
member found few landmarks. For example, only a handful of houses exhibit any Creole influence in
this French community. One also sees a few moderately sized and styled galleried cottages, a
smattering of low-key Queen Anne Revival, a few quite late versions of the Colonial Revival, and one
notable dwelling (dating to late in the historic period) combining Colonial Revival and French
decorative elements. Otherwise, the housing is a mixture of simple bungalows, small galleried
cottages, slab-on-grade ranch houses, and many unstyled dwellings. Probably no more than five or
six residences could be classified as landmarks, and those only because of the undistinguished
nature of the town’s dwellings.

The simplicity seen in the residential districts is also found downtown. Here the streetscape
consists almost entirely of one-story brick or frame unstyled commercial structures. Only two CBD
buildings rank as architectural landmarks — i.e., are strongly styled. These are the Classical Revival
style Evangeline Bank and Trust Company building (the candidate) and the Italianate Bank of Ville
Platte (National Register). Of the small number of residential and commercial landmarks identified,
the candidate is certainly the most impressive. Thus, the Evangeline Bank and Trust Company is a
strong candidate for National Register listing.

Historical N

The Evangeline Bank and Trust Company occupied the candidate until 1977, when the
business sold the property to the Ville Platte municipal government. It then served as the
community’s city hall (with a portion of the upper floor leased to a radio station). In Spring 2005 the
city government moved out, but it still retains ownership of the property. Today, the AS| Federal
Credit Union occupies the landmark.
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9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Site visit by National Register staff.

Windshield survey by National Register staff.

Previous documentation on file (NPS): NA

__ Preliminary Determination of Individual Listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested.
___ Previously Listed in the National Register. (partially)

___ Previously Determined Eligible by the National Register.

__ Designated a National Historic Landmark.

__ Recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey: #

_ Recorded by Historic American Engineering Record: #

Primary Location of Additional Data:

X State Historic Preservation Office
__ Other State Agency

__ Federal Agency

__ Local Government

— University

___ Other (Specify Repository):

|
10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Acreage of Property: Less than an acre

UTM References: Zone Easting Northing
15 569200 3395240

Verbal Boundary Description:

A certain tract or parcel of land, together with all buildings and improvements thereon and thereto
appertaining, situated in the City of Ville Platte, having a front on Main Street of seventy-five (75)
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feet more or less, by a depth of one hundred fifty (150) feet being bounded on the North by Main
Street, South by Winnes [sic.] Lafleur, East by Veillon Motor Company, Inc., and West by Court
Street.

Boundary Justification:

Boundaries follow property lines.

I
11. FORM PREPARED BY

Name/Title: National Register Staff
Address: Division of Historic Preservation, P. O. Box 44247, Baton Rouge, LA 70804
Telephone: 225 342-8160

Date: Spring 2005

PROPERTY OWNERS

The Honorable Philip A. Lemoine
Mayor, City of Ville Platte

P. O. Box 390

Ville Platte, Louisiana 70586



