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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The buildings comprising the Garrison Inn i n Newburyport, Massachusetts, were o r i g i n a l l y -
constructed i n 1801-1810 as two mirror-image attached town houses f o r Moses Brown 
and his brother. The i n i t i a l intention was f o r an entire terrace of these houses 
facing what became Brown Square, a long rectangular green j u s t o f f State Street, 
The scheme was apparently f a r too grand and urban even for one of the major eastern 
ports and only these two dwellings, which would have t i e d down one end of the row, 
were completed, f.he appearance, today, i s of one large and imposing brick structure. 

The townhouses, conceived on the grand scale of the early Republic, were four -s tory 
brick structures on a granite foundation completely below ground. The brick was 
l a i d i n flemish bond. The two "L" structures combine to form a "T" i n plan, the top 
of which represents the p r i n c i p a l facade and faces due north. I t has eight windows 
across i t on each f l o o r , four f o r each of the two houses. The f a n - l i t main entries, 
with double doors and side l i g h t s , replace the two innermost windows on the f i r s t 
.floor. A l l windows are 6/6 with brown sandstone s i l l s and skew-back l i n t e l s , with 
the exception of the fourth f l o o r where the windows are 6/3. A s t r i n g course of 
brown sandstone runs the perimeter of the entire building at the second f l o o r . 

The west elevation of the main block, facing Pitcomb Street, i s three bays wide; the 
two northern windows flank a chimney flush with the w a l l . A single f a n - l i t door, 
now closed, replaces the southern-most window on the f i r s t f l o o r . The east elevation 
of t h i s block, which would have become a party wall with the proposed continuation 
of the row,has the two f i r s t f l o o r windows flanking a fl u s h chimney and one window 
on the northern end on both the second and t h i r d f l o o r . Each of the two portions 
of the southern elevation of the main block that are exposed have two windows across 
on each f l o o r , with a single f a n - l i t door replacing one of the f i r s t f l o o r windows i n 
the pattem. The rear wings, of brick and the same height as the main block, have 
three windows per f l o o r along t h e i r east and west fronts respectively. The southem 
elevation of the coinbined wings has four windows across on a l l f l o o r s ; the two 
innermost windows of the f i r s t f l o o r are replaced by two single f a n - l i t doors. These 
were the o r i g i n a l kitchen entries, s p l i t by a party wall that has no expression on 
the exterior below the dentiled cornice, A low-pitched hip roof rises above the cornice, 
with the party wall s p l i t t i n g i t . Two chimneys r i s e out of the center of the two 
halves of the service wing to complete the external appearance of the building, which 
has never been altered since i t was b u i l t . One exception i s that one of the t h i r d 
f l o o r windows i n the south elevation of the main block i n the eastem ha l f was enlarged 
to make a door to a since-demolished f i r e escape. 

The p r i n c i p a l alterations were i n t e r n a l , and even these preserved the details of the 
major rooms. The p r i n c i p a l s t a i r s were removed, the party wall punctured with large 
arches on each f l o o r and some p a r t i t i o n s , especially on the f i r s t f l o o r , were removed, 
but a l l mantels, cornices, c h a i r r a i l s and bases were retained, as well as s l i d i n g 
doors between the paired drawing rooms on the second f l o o r f r o n t of each residence, 

what exists i s a pair of early Federal town houses almost perfec t l y preserved from 
without and retaining a great deal of the o r i g i n a l d e t a i l and layout w i t h i n , a monument 

' to the scale of l i v i n g the merchants of Newburyport expected to realize f o r themselves, 
|4 t h e i r port c i t y , and the early Republic. That t h i s extreme scale was never achieved again 

in that location or style i s no denigration of the idea that generated i t . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
The Brown Square House i s a four story brick Federal building looking out over 
Brown Square and b u i l t i n 1809-lglO by Moses Brown. I t was designed to be part of 
a row of elegant town houses, facing a square given to the town by Moses Brown f o r 
the "public enjoyment." For various reasons, including the i l l n e s s of the contractor 
and Brovm's f i n a n c i a l setbacks caused by the f i r e of 1811 and the War of 1812, the 
block was not finished, and alternating protruding bricks i n the northeast wall were 
l e f t exposed, waiting for a connecting building. Even so, these two interconnected resi­
dences constitute the largest remaining brick building i n Newburyport. Moses Brown was 
a leading Newburyport merchant and philanthropist and the houss remain as a symbol of 
his industry and maritime success- Although the structure was b u i l t to contain 
private residences, i t s long use as a boarding house, hotel and inn has enriched i t s 
h i s t o r i c a l value. 

Moses Brown's reasons for building the town houses are not certain; possibly they were 
b u i l t as an investment. At the time the houses on Brown Square were b u i l t . Brown 
was already l i v i n g i n a fine house on Dalton Street, one he had coveted from his 
e a r l i e s t days as a chaisemaker. In 1813 Brown's newly married daughter and her 
husband, William B. Bannister, were l i s t e d i n a town directory as residing i n one of 
the houses. William Bannister, who was a member of the General Court, f i r s t as a 
Representative, then a Senator, necessarily spent a good deal of his l^ime i n Boston, 
and by 1813 part of the Brown Square House had been converted into shops. 

After Moses Brown's death i n 1827, the Brown Square House passed to his granddaughter, 
Sarah White Bannister, who owned the property u n t i l her death i n 1880. By 1849 the 
house was i n use -as a boarding house, then a h o t e l , remaining so u n t i l the inn 
was closed i n 1948. Mrs. C.C.P. Betten was the f i r s t proprietress, being succeeded by 
W.H. Thompson, innkeeper, who was i n turn succeeded by E.P. Pride i n the 1870's. 
After Sarah Bannister Hale's death i n 1880, Pride named his establishment the Brown 
Square Hotel. By 1907 the hotel had steam heat, baths, e l e c t r i c l i g h t s , and was 
open year-round. In 1922 Robert W. Weltshe, owner of the now-demolished h i s t o r i c 
Wolfe Tavern, bought the property, and on July 2, 1923 opened the Garrison Inn. He 
named i t i n honor of William Lloyd Garrison, whose statue, executed by Daniel C. 
French, has stood i n Brown Square since 1893. 

After the construction of the Route 1 by-pass, business declined f o r the Garrison Inn, 
and i n December of 1948 Weltshe closed the Inn. The building remained empty but 
in t a c t up to the present, and the current owner, the Garrison Inn Trust, i s t r y i n g to 
obtain funding to restore the building and i s seeking a zoning variance to re­
establish the Inn and to recapture the a c t i v i t y i t once knew. 
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