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DESCRIPTION
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CESCR BE THE PRESEINT AND GR A NAL (IF KNOAY)  PHYS CAL APPEARANCE

The buildings comprising theGarrison I nni nNewburyport, Massachusetts, were originally -
constructed i n1801-1810 as twomrror-imge attached town houses f or Mses Brown

and hi sbhrother. The initial intention was for an entire terrace of these houses

facing what became Brown Square, a long rectangular green just of f State Street,

The scheme was apparently fartoogrand and urban even for one of the major eastern

ports and only these two dwellings, which would have tied down one end of t he row,

were conpl eted, f.he appearance, today, i s of one large and inposing brick structure.

The townhouses, conceived on thegrand scale of theearly Republic, were four-story
brick structures on a granite foundation conpletely bel ow ground. The brick was

laid i nflem sh bond. The two "L" structures conbine toforma "T" i nplan, the top
of which represents theprincipal facade and faces due north. |t has eight w ndows
across it on each floor, four foreach of thetwo houses. The fan-lit main entries,
with double doors and side |ights, replace thetwo innermost windows on the first
.floor. All windows are 6/6 with brown sandstonesills and skewback lintels, with

the exception of thefourth floor where thewi ndows are6/3. A string course of
brown sandstone runs theperimeter of theentire building at t hesecond floor.

The west elevation of themin block, facing Pitconmb Street, i sthree bays wide; t he
tw northern windows flank a chimey flush with thewall. A single fan-lit door,

now cl osed, replaces thesouthern-nost window on thefirst floor. The east elevation
of this block, which would have becone a party wall with theproposed continuation

of therow has thetwofirst floor windows flanking a flush chimey and one w ndow

on thenorthern end on both t hesecond and third floor. Each of thetwo portions

of thesouthern elevation of themain block that are exposed have two wi ndows across
on each floor, with a single fan-lit door replacing one of thefirst floor windows i n
the pattem. The rear wings, of brick and t he sane hei ght as t hemain block, have
three windows per floor along their east and west fronts respectively. The southem
elevation of t he coinbined wi ngs has four wi ndows across on all floors; the two

i nnermost wi ndows of thefirst floor arereplaced by two single fan-lit doors. These
were theoriginal kitchen entries, split by a party wall that has no expression on

the exterior belowthedentiled cornice, A lowpitched hi p roof rises above the cornice,
with theparty wall splitting it. Two chimeys rise out of thecenter of the two

hal ves of theservice wing toconpletetheexternal appearance of thebuilding, which
has never been altered since it was built. Qe exception i sthat one of thethird
floor windows i nthesouth elevation of themin block i ntheeastem half was enlarged
to make a door t oa since-dennlished fire escape.

The principal alterations were internal, and even these preserved t hedetails of the
maj or rooms. The principal stairs were renoved, theparty wall punctured with large
arches on each floor and sorme partitions, especially onthefirst floor, were renoved,
but all mantels, cornices, chairrails and bases were retained, as well as sliding
doors between t hepaired drawing rooms on t he second floor front of each residence,

what exists i sa pair of early Federal town houses al nost perfectly preserved from
wi thout and retaining a great deal of theoriginal detail and layout within, a nonument
tothescale of living themerchants of Newburyport expected t orealize for thenselves,

their Port city, and theearly Republic. That this extrene scale was never achieved again
in that location or style i s no denigration of theidea that generated it.
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STATEMENT G- S GN A CANCE

The Brown Square House i sa four story brick Federal
Brown Square and built i n1809-1glO0 by Mses Brown.

a rowof elegant town houses,

BUILDER/ARCHITECT j*ses Brown,

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
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—LITERATURE

—MILITARY

—MuUsIC

—PHILOSOPHY
—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

—RELIGION

—SCIENCE

—SCULPTURE
—SOCIALYHUMANITARIAN
—THEATER
—TRANSPORTATION
—OTHER (SPECIFY)

builder

building |ooking out over
| t was designed t obe part of
facing a square given tothetown by Mses Brown f or

the "public enjoyment." For various reasons, including theillness of the contractor

and Brovmi s financial
bl ock was not finished,
left exposed, waiting for a connecting building.
dences constitute thelargest

setbacks caused by thefire of 1811 and t he Vr of 1812, the
and alternating protrudingbricks i nthenortheast wall were

Even so, these two interconnected resi-

remai ning brick building i n Newburyport. Myses Brown was

a | eading Newburyport nmerchant and philanthropist and t he houss remain as a synbol of

his industry and maritime success-
private residences,

historical value.

Al though thestructure was built
i tslong use as a boarding house, hotel

Moses Brown's reasons for building t hetown houses arenot certain;

built

as an investnment.

t ocontain

and inn has enrichedits

possibly they were
At t hetime thehouses on Brown Square were built. Brown

was already living i na fine house on Dalton Street, one he had coveted fromhi s
days as a chaisemaker. 1 n 1813 Brown's newy married daughter andher

earliest
husband, W IliamB. Bannister, were |isted
the houses.

and by 1813 part of the Brown Sguare House had been converted

i natow directory as residing i noneof
W I liamBannister, who was a nenber of t he General
Representative, then a Senator, necessarily spent

Court, first as a

a good deal of his I*nme i nBoston,

into shops.

After Mbses Brown's death i n 1827, t he Brown Square House passed t ohis granddaughter,
Sarah White Bannister, who owned t heproperty until her death i n1880. By 1849 t he

house was i nuse -as a boardi ng house,

then a hotel,

was closed i n1948. Ms. CCP. Betten was thefirst proprietress,

WH Thonpson, innkeeper,

Af ter

Wl fe Tavern,

remaining so until the inn

bei ng succeeded by
who was i nturn succeeded by EP. Pride i nthe 1870's.

Sarah Bannister Hale's death i n 1880, Pride naned hi s establishment t he Brown
Square Hotel. By 1907 t hehotel had steam heat,

baths, electric lights, and was
open year-round. | n 1922 Robert W Weltshe, owner of t henowdenolished historic

bought t heproperty, and on July 2, 1923 opened t heGarrison Inn. He

nanmed i ti nhonor of WlliamLloyd Garrison, whose statue, executed by Daniel C

French,

has stood i nBrown Square since 1893.

After theconstructionof theRoute 1 by-pass,

and i nDecenber of 1948 Weltshe closed t helnn.
and t he current owner,

intact

establish thelnnand t orecapture theactivity

up t ot hepresent,

business declined for theGarrison |nn,

The building remained enpty but
theGarrison I nnTrust, i stryingto
obtain funding torestore thebuilding and i sseeking a zoning variance to re-

i tonce knew.
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