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OWNER'S NAME:

Lookout Mountain Incline, Inc.
STREET AND NUMBER:
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;llent Good Fair
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Deteriorated II Ruins II Unexposed

(Check One) 

Altered S Unaltered

(Check One) 

Moved g] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

Chattanooga T s Lookout Mountain Incline Railway consists of 
a double track stretching 9/10 of a mile from the base to 
the top of the mountain where it reaches an altitude of 
2,100 feet above sea level. According to a booklet pub 
lished by the Railway, the grade of the track is 72.7% 
near the summit, the steepest passenger incline railway in 
the world.

Passengers travel in two cable cars painted bright yellow 
and red. The cars begin simultaneously at each end, passing 
at exactly the half way mark. Shej^p&^with souvenir shops 
and offices are located at the b^Cs^kofidCBNthe mountain top.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE NATIONAL
Although Chattanooga T s Lookout Mountain 3S^^^8^KKI^a^*/as built 
primarily as a tourist attraction. It als\['0^^ribu:t^!^yt/o the 
establishment of a permanent community on £h4{/^offc?5£J^ In bad 
weajther, local residents still commute to Chattanooga on what has 
been claimed as the steepest passenger incline railway in the 
world. .During the ride, residents and tourists alike get a 
magnificent view of Chattanooga and its surroundings.

Prior to the building of any railway on the mountain, a trip up 
Lookout Mountain took three hours by way of either one or two 
turnpikes. In 1885-86, Incline Number 1 was built by a group of 
men who also wanted to construct a hotel directly below the 
towering palisades of the "Point" of the mountain. Once the 
Incline was completed, the cars were used to haul the building 
materials needed for the hotel. The incline ran from the village 
of St. Elmo to the hotel, at which point the Narrow Guage Railroad 
gave access t« the mountain top. The Broad Gauge Railroad was 
also in use on the mountain. Neither Incline Number 1 nor the 
two railroads provided service from the bottom of the mountain 
directly to the top. This was the reason for building Incline 
Number 2, as the present railway Is called.

The new incline was designed by Josephus Conn nni'jl^- Sr., a 
partner in a Chattanooga engineering ir'irm. Completion of the 
Incline did not coincide as planned with the dedication of the 
Chickamuaga-Chattanooga National Military Park on Lookout Mountain. 
The last rail was laid on November 16, 1895.

At first, the power was supplied by huge coal burning steam 
engines situated in a power house at the crest of the incline. 
On each trip the cable cars carried passengers and coal, the 
latter to be used for fuel to power the steam engines or to be 
sold to the residents. The incline became not only a great tourist 
attraction but also served as an emergency service for people 
living on the mountain.

In 1911, an electrical system replaced the steam power. The 
following year, the original operating company, the Lookout 
Incline and Lula Lake Railway sold the property to the Lookout 
Mountain Railway Company.



Chattanooga Public Library Clipping File on the Incline Railway.

Lookout Mountain Incline,, Inc. "America's Most Amazing Mile: 
Lookout Mountain Incline Railway." Published by Lookout 
Mountain Incline, Inc., 1967.
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Significance (cont.)

On March 19 9 19l9 9 a fire during the night damaged the railway so 
badly that it was closed for nearly one year for repairs. Improve 
ments were made, especially in the cable cars which were made of 
wood. In 19M-9, the first steel cars were used. The present incline 
buildings were built during 19M-9, and a modernization program was 
completed in 1955.
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