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7. Description

Architectural Classification
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CANA-: MNwEngland Colonial; Georgian;
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Geek Revival:

LATEMCIGRAN Victorian
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Narrative Description

Norfolk County, MA

County and State
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Contributing Noncontributing
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structures
objects
&4 24 Total
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DESCR PTI ON

The Scott's Wbods Historic District i sa semrural, residential area i n the
southern section of theTown of M lton, Massachusetts, an affluent suburb

| ocated just south of Boston between t he Neponset River and t heBlue Hills.

[t isalinear district, ranging along both sides of Hillside Street, from
Randol ph Avenue i nt henortheast totheBlue Hills Reservation i n the
southwest.  Two abutting propertieson Forest Street, at itsintersection with
Hillside Street, arealso included.

The nane Scott's Wods i sderived from the Scott famly, who i ti s believed,
first settled this area of Milton i ntheearly 18th century. The 122.64 acre
district, lying at thebase of theBlue Hill Range (ca. 400 feet t o 635 feet
el evation), i sof noderately hilly terrain. Two brooks that arise i nthe Blue
Hills, Cook's Brook and a small tributary of Pine Tree Brook, crossthe
district from southeast tonorthwest. Woded |ots conbine with several open,
dry fields toprovide thebuildings with a semrural setting. Hillside
Street, protected as a designated Town Scenic Road, i slined with late19th
and early 20th century stone walls nade from |ocal fieldstone.

A simlar landscape abuts thedistrict on thenorthwest and southeast.
Several roads, including Forest and Harland Streets, Parkwood Drive and Ford
Ranch Road, feed off Hillside Street tothenorthwest and southeast and
support post-World VWar | |, Col onial Revival style, single-famly housing,
devel oped on former agricultural land. To thesouthwest Hillside Street
continues through theforests of theBlue Hills Reservation, a State-owned
conservation and recreation area under thesupervisionof the Metropolitan
District Commission. n thenortheast Randol ph Avenue, State Route 28 that
runs through Milton on a north-south axis, serves tofurther definethe
Scott's Whods district by separating i tfrom other nearby residential areas.

The district contains 88 resources (86buildings and 2 structures) of which
73% contribute tothearchitectural andhistorical significance of the
district. The single-famly dwellings, predomnnantly sited at thefront of
one tofour acre lots along Hillside Street, are mdest i nscale and
ornament. Standing one and one-half totwo and one-half stories high, the
houses arebuilt primarily of wood, sheathed i nclapboard and wood shingl e,
and arei ngenerally good condition. Architecturally, they reflect various
interpretations of theclassical idiomover a two hundred-year period (1713 to
1932), including Colonial, Ceorgian, Federal, Geek Revival, andCol oni al
Revival styles. The district also includes one First Period house noved from
Dorchester toM lton i n1909. Approximtely 45%of the contributing
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properties still include barns. These outbuildings arewood-framed buildings,

sheathed i nclapboard and wood shingle, with both front and side gable roofs.
They aretraditionally located totherear and side of the dwellings.

The alterationstothedistrict over time have been primarily i nland use and
increased density through subdivision of former agricultural land. The
transition from an area of small farms toa residential neighborhood began
during theearly 1900s and was conpleted after World VWr |I. Few buildings
constructed during theperiod of significance have been demolished or altered
significantly since 1932. O the 24 noncontributing primary buildings, nany
are md- tolate-20th century single-famly houses of conpatible scale,
setback and materials. Alterations tofour historic buildings (2 dwellings
and 2 barns) that have rendered them noncontributing include post-1940 room
additions that obscure theoriginal nmain block and nodern picture andbay

wi ndow additions that alter the19th century facade. A fifth building, aca.
1930 garage, i ndeterioratingcondition, i salso considered noncontributing.

Descriptions of individual contributingbuildings follow i nchronological
order.

The Bernard Capen House (MNP #127; MHC #G 82; Photographs #1,2,3; Attachnment
#A), sheathed i nclapboard and wood shingle, was built i nca. 1658 as atwo
and one-half story, four-bay facade, end-chimey dwelling. |t reachedits
present off center-chimey plan i nthemd-18th century with theaddition of a
two-bay flanking section. Surviving First Period features include a steeply
pitched roof of principal and common rafter construction, a framed overhangi n
the northwestern gable, and on theinterior of theoriginal hall and hall
chamber, themassive exposed oak framng, finishedwith beaded chanfering of
the cyma profile, as well as thelarge fireplace of thehall. Later 18th and
early 19th century additions include a rear leanto t owhich several one-story
ells extend at right angles and a G eek Revival entrance porch. Pegged w ndow
frames that now hold six-over-six sash windows are of 18t h century
construction. The dwelling was carefully dismantled with each el ement

catal ogued and nunbered, noved from itsoriginal site on Washington Street i n
Dorchester, and reconstructed according t omeasured drawi ngs on a conparable
rural site inMlton i n1909. Also on theproperty i sa contributing ca.

1930, side gable, single-car garage, sheathed in wood shingle.

The two Colonial dwellings, the Samuel Tucker House (MW #103; MC #C 81;

Phot ograph #4) and t he French-Bronsdon House (M #113; MC #C-86), are the
district's oldest surviving original dwellings. The Samuel Tucker House, ca.
1713-1760, i sa two and one-half story, five-bay facade, clapboard dwelling.

(continued)
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Twel ve-over-twel ve sash windows in pegged wi ndow frames with mol ded hoods are
symmetrically organized around a center entrance. The interior i s organized
around a center chimmey that pierces theside-gable roof at theridge. I n the
eastern section of thebuilding early 18th century beaded chanfering decorates
the transverse summer beam of thehall and t he summer beam g¢irt, posts and
plates of thehall chamber. The dwellingevolved from this original 1713
section tothepresent formwith theaddition by ca. 1760 of t he western
section. The pedimented entrance porch i san early 20th century addition. 1In
1955 a one-story addition was constructed on t hewestern elevation. The
contributing ca. 1930, side-gable, two-car garage was built of cobblestone by
a neighboring farmer nanmed Alvah Snow The original barn was destroyed i n the
1938 hurricane. The French-Bronsdon House, ca. 1720-1770, i sone and one-hal f
story, three-bay facade, clapboard dwelling, organized around an off-center
chimey that pierces theside-gable roof before theridge. No significant
alterations have been documented for thedwelling. The 19th century,
side-gable barn, sheathed invertical wood boards, however, i s a
noncontributing resource due totherenmoval of a section of the southwestern
corner for theconstructionof a deck, upon thebarn's conversion toa

dwel ling i n 1988.

Positioned at theintersection of Hillside Street with Randol ph Avenue, t he
Stephen Miller House (MW #101; ML #C 91; Photograph #5) serves as an
introduction totheScott's Whods Historic District. The two and one-half
story, clapboard dwelling, ca. 1770, i sa center-hall, double-pile house. The
five-bay, center-entrance facade retains Ceorgian detailing: projecting nolded
wi ndow hoods over pegged wi ndow frames hol ding later six-over-sixsash

wi ndows; pedi nented dornmers; a five-light transom over thedoor; anda

pedi mented entablature with fluted pilasters surrounding thenain entrance.
Doubl e center, interior chimeys pierce theside-gable roof at theridge.
After 1950 a one-story projection was added tothenortheastern elevation at
the front, which, however, does not significantly conpromi se theintegrity of
the original main block, and a side-gable, two car garage t ot he southwestern
elevation at therear. The barns were lost i ntheearly 1970s subdivision of
the farm

Two dwellings, theBezer Thayer House (MWP #114; MHC #C 85; Photograph #6) and
the Artemus Kennedy House (MNP #111; ML #GC 87; Photograph #7), located at the
intersection of Hillside Street with Forest and Harland Streets, respectively,

retain their original Federal form and detail. The Bezer Thayer House, ca.
1798, i sa two-story, double-pile, center-hall, clapboard dwelling with
post-1950 rear ell. Double center, interior chinmeys rise abovethe

(continued)
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| ow-pitched ridge hi proof. The six-over-six sash windows of the five-bay
facade are organized symmetrically around a center entrance with three-quarter
sidelights. The full-length Geek Revival porch, supported by Doric Col ums,
was added ca. 1840 and extended around from thefront tothe northeastern
elevation. This latter sectionwas renoved i ntheearly 20th century. Two
outbui dings stand on theproperty: a contributing one and one-half story,
front gable, 19th century barn with cupola and semicircul ar keystoned framed
opening i nthegable; and a noncontributingone and one-half story, front
gabl e, wood sheathed greenhouse/store, built i n1989. The barn, sheathed i n
clapboard and wood shingles, shelters horses and provides storage space for
agricultural supplies. The late 19thand early 20th century greenhouses of
the Thayers were renoved after 1960. The Artenus Kennedy House, ca. 1820, i s
a two-story, single-pile, center-hall dwelling with rear ell. The

si x-over-six sash windows of theclapboard, five-bay facade are organized
symmetrically around a classic Federal entrance with one-half sidelights and
an elliptical fanlight with tracery. The entrance porch i sa ca. 1910

Col onial Revival addition. Single chimmeys rise from thecenter of thebrick
end walls above thelow-pitchridge hi proof. A third, off-center chimeyi s
exterior evidence of thebrick fireplace, surrounded by a raised brick floor,
in thecellar, theoriginal site of t heKennedy comercial bakery. Tothe
north of thehouse and fronting on Hillside Street arethecontributing one
and one-half story, front gable barn and open carriage shed, both sheathed i n
clapboard and dating tothe 19th century. The barn i sused t oboard horses.
Due toa shift i nthelotline i ntheearly 1980s, thebarn and carriage house
are now at a different address than t hehouse. There areno evident exterior
remains of theformer Kennedy Bakery Building.

During thesecond quarter of the 19th century, theside-hall, front-gable

G eek Revival house was introduced into the Scott's Wods District. The
Samuel Cook House (MWP #105; MHC #C 92; Photograph #8), of 1840, i sa twand
one-half story, two-bay facade, clapboard dwelling with rear el | that sits
atop a small knoll surrounded by an open field. Geek Revival details include
corner pilasters, a sinple pedinented entrance with full-length sidelights,
pedi mented lintels above thefirst floor windows, and a wi de band of trim
below t hecornice of thenmain roof, which i streated with partial gable
returns. Two-over-one sash wi ndows date toca. 1890. Post-1950 alterations
include an enlarged wi ndow on t he southwestern elevation and a one-story

wr ap- around porch which do not significantly conpromse the Geek Revival
details and form  Contributing outbuildingsinclude: a one and one-hal f

story, front gable, clapboard barn with cupola; a one and one-half story, side

(continued)
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gable, clapboard barn; a one-story, clapboard carriage shed and a cl apboard
chicken coop, al | dating from the 19th century; and a ca. 1920, pyram dal

roof, two car garage, thesecond of two cobblestone garages constructed within
the district by a neighboring farmer named Alvah Snow

Two one and one-half story, clapboard Geek Revival dwellings,the

Kennedy- Johnson House (MWP #119; MHC #G 98; Photograph #9) and t he Geor ge Hunt
House (MAP #129; MHC #GC- 414) occupy key sites on t heopposite sides of
Hillside Street at itsintersection with Forest Street. The three-bay facade
of t heKennedy-Johnson House with rear ell, ca. 1840-1860, i s fully
articulated with corner pilasters, a wi de band of trim beneath thecornice of
the roof which i streated with partial gable returns, and a main entrance,
lined with transom and sidelights and recessed behind a pedimented
enframenent. The windows are six-over-sixsash. The small, semi-circular
window i nthegable points totheearliest of therange dates. A gable dormer
was added ca. 1900 totherear of thenortheastern side. Period detail on the
George Hunt House. 1844, includes partial gable returns, six-over-sixsash

w ndows and a wi de bank of trim beneath thecornice of theroof. The nain
entrance of thethree-bay wide band of trim beneath thecornice of theroof.
The main entrance of thethree-bay facade i senphasized by a transom |ight and
fluted pilasters. Alterations include a two story addition totherear (ca.
1965), shed dormers (ca. 1934/1984) and a | arge wi ndow on t he southwestern

el evation near theentrance (ca. 1934). These alterations, however, do not
significantly compromise theoriginal main block and it sinpact on Hillside
Street. Both properties have a contributing ca. 1930, front gable, one and
one-half story, two car (Kennedy-Johnson) or single car (Hunt) garage,
sheathed i nclapboard.

A nunber of sinple vernacular Colonial farmhouses were also built along
Hillside Street during thefirst half of the 19thcentury, reflectingthe
conservatism of their rural setting. The Nathaniel F Safford House (M¥P
#106; ML #C-90), ca. 1800; t he Sarmuel Hol mes House (MAP #126; MHC #C 93), ca.
1830; and t he Syl vanus S mmons House (MW #134; MHC #C-94), ca. 1846, ar eone
and one-half story, five-bay facade, clapboard dwellings, with center chimey
plan. Six-over-six sash windows are symmetrically organized around center
entrances, which reflect Greek Revival influences i nthetransom of the Hol mes
House and Doric pilasters of the Smmons House. Alterations totheSafford
House include theca. 1920 additi ons of a rear ell, two gable dormers on the
facade and a gl assed-in sunporch on thenortheastern elevation. Two gable
dormers were also added tothefacade of theHol nes House i nca. 1910. Also
on this property area contributing 19thcentury, one and one-half, front

(continued)
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ganbrel roof barn, sheathed i nclapboard, and a ca. 1930, front gable, single
car garage, which i snoncontributing because of itsdeteriorated condition.
In ca. 1890 t he Sinmmons House received theaddition of two gable dormers on
the facade, a shallow portico at thenmain entrance and a rear ell. 1 n1956 a
one-story sunporch was added t othesouthwestern elevation. Twooutbuildings
are located on this property: a contributing 19th century, one and one-half,
side gable barn, sheathed inwood; and a noncontributingfront gable,
clapboard, two car garage, built i n 1945,

Three additional vernacul ar farmhouses aret heJoseph Caswell House (MP #132;
ML #C-146), ca. 1780, t he Artenus Cook House (MNP #122; MC #C-102), ca.

1830, and t he Jason Thayer House (MW #117; ML #C-96), of 1809. The Caswell
House i sa one and one-half story, five-bay facade dwelling. Double center,
interior chimeys rise above a side ganbrel roof. Federal influence i s found
in thesidelight frames at thecenter entrance. Alterations, ca. 1900,
include theraising of therear roof totwo stories and t hereplacement of the
original sash of two-over-one. 1 n1968 thesidelights were replaced with
single panes of glass. The house has undergone rehabilitation i n1990 with
the replacement of the 1968 vinyl siding with clapboards. The 19th century
barn has been significantly altered with theinsertion of several nodern

wi ndows and skylights and i stherefore noncontributing. The Cook Housei s
also a one and one-half story, five-bay facade, clapboard dwelling, with
Federal influence found i nthesinple pilasters flanking thecenter entrance.
Alterations include theca. 1900 addition of three gable dormers on t he facade
and theca. 1950 addition of an exterior chimey tothenortheastern elevation
to replace one of thedouble center, interior chimeys of the side-gable

roof. 1 n1977 anell was added totherear of thesouthwestern elevationto
connect thedwelling tothebarn. The 19th century, contributing barn i s a
one and one-half story, side-gable, clapboard building. Despite these
alterations, thecontribution that the Cook House and barn nmake to the
district has not been significantly conprom sed. The clapboard, one and
one-half story Jason Thayer House i sthought t ohave been thegable end of a
larger 18thor early 19th century dwelling that reached it spresent formby
1900. The ca. 1900 center entrance of thefive-bay facade with six-over-six
sash windows i sflanked with three-quarter sidelights. A one-story wng was
added t othesouthwestern elevation after 1950. | nca. 1930 a contributing
front gable, clapboard, two car garage was constructed on t he property.

Smal | vernacul ar farnmhouses continued tobe built along Hillside Street from
ca. 1840 totheend of thel1l9thcentury. Wile never fully articulated

(continued)
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period houses, Victorian influences can be found i ntheir form or front facade
detail. The McIntyre House (MW #121; ML #GC 100; Photograph #10), ca.

1840- 1850, and t he Thayer House (MW #115; MC #C 413), ca. 1850, are one and
one-half story dwellings with added rear ells. Six-over-six sash wi ndows are
organi zed around a center entrance with sidelights. A one-story porch runs
the full length of each five-bay facade. Gothic Revival influencei sfoundi n
the steeply-pitchedroofs of theside gables and dorner wi ndows. The gable

wi ndows of t he Thayer House al so have pointed-arch detail applied above them
The MclIntyre House was sheathed i nwood shingles and attached to its
contributing 19thcentury barn i nits 1916 remodeling as a gatekeeper's
cottage for the Gallagher Estate. Probably at this time therear el | and shed
dornmer were added. The barn rises two and one-half stories above a stone
foundation t o a side-gable roof with center cupola. Geek Revival details are
seen i ntheenframed gables and thefrieze-band windows. The clapboard Thayer
House was noved from one section of the Thayer Farmt o a second section along
Forest Street i nca. 1900, at which time therear el | was probably added.
Also on theproperty i sa noncontributingfront gable garage, built i n 1962.

The George Russell | House (MW #125; MC #GC 107; Photograph #11) andt he
CGeorge Russell | | House (MAP #124; ML #C 419) were constructed i n1871 on
adjacent lots. They are of similar design: one and one-half story, clapboard
L-shape dwel lings with Mansard roofs. The w ndow sashes are six-over-six and

four-over-four on theformer house and two-over-two on thelatter. |1 n1977 a
rear ell was removed from t heRussell | | House. Located on each propertyare
contributing 19t hcentury, one and one-half story, side gable barns, sheathed
in clapboard. The Russell | I Barn today shelters a horse.

The W Iiam Boden House (MW #123; MC #C-103), ca. 1870, andt he
Hunt - Chaddock House (MAP #102; ML #C-402), 1888, are front-gable, two and
one-half story Victorian Eclectic dwellings with three-bay facades. A
bracketed doorhood overhangs themain entrance of theessentially unaltered,
cl apboard Boden House with six-over-sixsash windows. The ca. 1930 addition
of aside wing tothesouthwestern elevationand of asphalt siding tothetwo
floors of the Hunt-Chaddock House have not conprom sed t he Queen Anne
detailing of thestaggered wood shingling and sinple vergeboard i nthe gables
and of theentrance porch with turned posts and frieze. Wndows are
two-over-one sash. "1888 - J. Stuart" has been carved into one of the attic
beans. No further informationhas been founded on thebuilder of this house.
Both properties have contributing 19t hcentury, one and one-half story,

cl apboard barns, with a side gable (Boden Barn) or front gable (Hunt-Chaddock
Barn) roof.

(continued)
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There arethree additional contributingfront-gable barns, constructed during
the 19th century, located on properties with noncontributing dwellings: the
one and one-half story, clapboard Copeland Barn (M¥Y #104; MLC #GC 405) with
eight-light transom over thecenter entrance; theMlntyre Barn (MW #130; MC
#C-415), noved across thestreet i nca. 1950 t o land once part of the Mlntyre
Farm and now t hesite of t he Canpbell House, a 1950 noncontributing, but
conpatible dwelling i nthedistrict; and t hewood shingle Cook-Ford Barn (MP
#108, MHC #GC-411) with cupola, presently used toboard horses. Also on this
latter property i sa contributingl9th century, front-gable stable/shed,
sheathed i n wood shingle and board and batten.

During theearly 20th century, there was a transition from theconstructionof
vernacul ar farmhouses tothemnore substantial country houses, designed i n the
Col onial Revival style toconplenent therural |andscape. The Safford-Anes
House (MAP #107; MHC #G 410; Photograph #12) was anong t hefirst of the
country houses tobe built i nca. 1912. It i sa one and one-half to -tw and
one-half story, clapboard dwelling, whose five-bay facade i sdefined by
cross-gable sections on either side of a center entrance, enclosed by a

porch. Arear el | was renoved during the 1930s and converted into a

nei ghboring house, not within thedistrict. Behind thehouse i s a
contributing ca. 1930, front gable, single car garage, sheathed i n clapboard.
Located across thestreet i sthetwo-story Nathaniel M Safford. Jr. House
(MW #112; MHC #C-95) with similar cross-gable sections that definethe
three-bhay facade with pedinented center-entrance porch, flanked by

sidelights. The stucco and wood shingle sheathing and the multiple-grouped

wi ndows ar e English Revival influences. A large kitchen wing extends to the
side. During the1930s a rear el | was added and t he garage was renoved from
the rear of thekitchen wing toa separate, side gable, two car garage,
sheathed in wood shingle. This house was designed and constructed by Arthur
H Tucker, a prominent local builder, as was the Thurber House (MNP #116; MC
#C-418), of 1932, thelast of thecountry houses tobe bhuilt. The positionof
the brick, unaltered Thurber House onitslot was influenced by theviewof
the Blue Hills. While nmost of thedwellings on Hillside Street face the road,
the three-bay southwestern facade with center entrance of this house faces t he
Blue Hills, while thenortheastern facade fronts thedriveway and i s connected
to thegarage by a nodest porte-cochere. The contributing, 1932, two car
garage has a front gable roof and i ssheathed i n clapboard.

The Hugh Gal | agher House (MW #120; MHC #C-99), was built i n1915 as themin
house of "Notlim Farm™ one of thelargest of theearly 20th century country

(continued)
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estates i nScott's Wods. The five-bay facade i ssymmetrically organized
around a center entrance with anelliptical fanlight and colummed entrance
porch. Also constructed i n1915 i sthecontributing side-gable, brick,

mul ti-car garage. The Frederick Chase House (MW #118; MHC #C-97), ca. 1912,
| ocated on adjoining property, was once part of "Notlim Farm" having been
built for Gallagher's daughter. The one and one-half story, clapboard house
is composed of two front ganbrel sections joined by a center sectionwith nain
entrance. Originally, theentrance was located on t he southwestern el evation
and reached by theGallagher driveway. Upon Gallagher's death i n1931, the ~*
entrance and driveway were changed tothepresent location on t he southeastern
el evation. At this time thecontributing front gable, multi-car garage,
sheathed i nclapboard, was probably constructed. Located on thepropertyi s
an unique building for Mlton: aprivate bowling alley. Built i nca. 1920,
the one story, wood shingle, T-shaped building i scomposed of two parts: the
bow ing alley and a small sitting roomwith a cobblestone fireplace and

chi mey. «, .

The GrabfieldHouse (MW #128; ML #C-106), of 1930, was designed by a local
architect, Frank Trevor Hogg, who was influenced by thecountry houses of
Scotland, theancestral hone of both Ms. Grabfieldandhimself. The twoand
one-half story, T-shaped house i ssheathed i nstucco with crowstep gables on
the side elevations. Attached tothehouse by a nodest porte-cochere i sa
contributing 1930, side gable, two car garage, sheathed i nstucco. The only
alteration tothehouse was theaddition i ntheca. 1960s of wi ndow shutters.

Finally, three nodest Col onial Revival houses were constructed along Hillside
Street before 1932. 1 n 1909 t heJerem ah Tucker House (MP #109; MHC #GC 88)
was rebuilt after theoriginal late 18thcentury dwelling was destroyed by
fire, incorporatingtheoriginal foundation and chimey stack, theonly
remains of theprevious building. Th clapboard, five-bay facade with center
entrance rises one and one-half stories toa side gambrel roof. Duringthe
1960s one-story wi ngs were added t o each side, which do not significantly
conpronmise t hintegrity of themain block. The Forbes-Bourne House (MP #131;
M #GC-101) was designed i nca. 1925 by George Shepard, a promnent |ocal
architect, andbuilt on thefoundations of theformer Scott's Vods

school house. I nthe 1930s additions were nade t ot hesoutheastern and rear

el evations. The ca. 1963 al um numsiding does not conpromni se t he four-bay
facade with center entrance porch. Located totheside of thehouse i s a
contributing ca. 1925 pyramidal hiproof, two car garage. The Page House (MW
#133; ML #C 417) was built i n1927 atop a small hill facing south towards the
Blue Hills. The wood shingle dwellingrises two and one-half stories toa
side gable roof. The side porch was added i n 1945.

(continued)
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Archaeol ogi cal Description

While no prehistoric sites arecurrentlyrecorded i nthedistrict, it is
possible that sites arepresent. Eight sites arerecorded i nthe general
area. Qne site, theMassachusetts Hornfels Braintree Slate Quarry i s listed
on theNational Register of Historic Places (within one mle). The physical
characteristics of theproperty include locational criterion (low tonoderate
sl ope, good t oexcessive soil drainage, close proximty towater) favorable
for native settlement and subsistence activities i nseveral areas including
the Pine Tree Brook locale, the Cooks Brook |ocale and t he southwestern end of
the district where post post-World Vér | | subdivision and devel opment has not
occurred. Property owners i nthelatter area also report finding prehistoric
artifacts on their property. G ven theabove information, thesize of the
district (122acres) and theavailability of open land, a high probability
exists for locatingsignificant prehistoric survivals.

There i sa high potential for locatingsignificant historic archaeol ogical
remains within thedistrict. Although nost of thestructures for the district
period of significance still remain, structural remains nmay survive froml1l8th
and 19th century small farns undocunmented i nthedistrict i ntheHillside
Street locale. Docurmented structural survivals of barn houses i nthe district
are known at thepresent Stephen Miller site on Hillside Street wherethe
Sanmuel Miller Jr. House was destroyed by fire i nl1770 and at t he Thurber House
it thecorner of Hillside and Harland Streets also thesite of the earlier
Thayer Family House. Structural remains may also survive from several
comrercial buildings no Ionger extant i nthedistrict. A conmmercial bakery
was operated i nthebasenment of theArtenus Kennedy House, ca. 1820 on
Hillside Avenue. An additional bakery building, no longer extant, was
reported east of thehouse. A second early 19th century bakery, the Nathaniel
Tucker Bakery, destroyed by fire i n1887, i sreported at the Stephen Miller
Honestead also on Hillside Avenue. Structural remains also |ikely survive
from t heca. 1870s, Copeland famly cider milIl on Hillside Street and the
VWhite/WIld Tavern originally located near theintersectionof Hillside and
Randol ph Avenue. Structural remains may also survive from outbuil dings
including barns, carriage houses, sheds associated with thenmany 18th and 19th
century residences still extant along theHillside Street corridor as well as
those structures which no |onger survive. Occupational related features
(trash pits, privies, wells) arealso probably present with existing
structures and those no |onger extant.

(end)
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STATEMENT F S| GNI FI CANCE

The Scott's Wods Historic District in Mlton, Massachusetts is a semrural,
residential area that contains a significant concentration of 18th, 19th and
early 20th century dwellings and barns that reflect the Town's agricultural
and architectural history from 1713 to 1932, the district's period of
significance. Until the early 20th century, M lton was a rural town with rmany
smal| dairy and produce farms. A nunber of these farms were concentrated
along Hillside Street, a settlement pattern that began in the early 18th
century, with the annexation of the area to Milton in 1712 and initial
settlement in 1713, and continued through the 1940s. Hillside Street has

al ways been the principal road through Scott's Wbods, devel oped over native
trials through the Blue Hills Range, a docunmented winter canpground for the
Neponset Indians. The district includes the farmhouses and barns of the 18th
and 19th centuries as well as a number of early 20th century country houses
that signal the transition of the district from a rural, agricultural' area to
the present semirural, residential neighborhood. The country houses were
designed by local architects and builders until 1932 to conplenent the rural

| andscape. Thereafter the houses that were constructed in the area were
standard Col onial Revival suburban dwellings that lacked this association with
the landscape. The nomnation also includes the Bernard Capen House, ca.

1658, cited as a significant First Period house by Abbot Lowell Qummngs in
The Framed Houses of Massachusetts. 1625-1725. In 1909 the house was noved
from Dorchester to save i t from demolition and reconstructed on a conparable
rural site according to a restorationplan. The nominated district retains
integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and
association, and fulfills Criteria A and G and Criteria Consideration B and E
of the National Register of Historic Places at the local level.

Plantation/First Period (1620-1675/1700)

Milton was settled as part of the Township of Dorchester, as early as 1634

In 1662, upon the petition of itstw hundred and fifty inhabitants, the
settlement, known as Unquityquisset, was incorporated as the Town of Milton.
Over the next forty years, M lton grew into a well-established agricultural
comunity, extending from the headwaters of the Neponset River at the foot of
Milton Hill, the primary focus of settlement, in the north to the Blue Hills
Range in the south. The road systemwas devel oped over the trails of the
Neponset Tribe of the Massachusetts Indians, wio had inhabitated the area
during the Contact period (1500-1620). The epidemics of this period decimted
the tribe to the extent that by the mid-17th century only a remmant renuined,
| ocated primarily on a reservation in Canton. The area that came to be called

(continued)
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Scott's Wods was an unsettle wilderness of open field and woodl ands, |ying
geographically within the Town of Braintreealong M lton's southern border.

Col oni al Period (1700-1775)

The Col oni al period saw the devel opment of Milton as a relatively Iarge and
prosperous town of one thousand inhabitants. While there were inmportant
industrial devel opments along the Neponset River, the Town remained primarily
agricultural. During this period Scott's Wods was annexed and has rengined
ever since a distinct sectionof Mlton.

In 1771 Manasseh Tucker (1654-1743), John Wadsworth (1674-1734), and Sanuel
Miller (d. 1744), promnent nen of M lton's pioneering famlies, organized to
buy, as an investment a three thousand acre tract of land on Mlton's southern

border called the Blue Hill Lands. Although owned by Boston, the |and was
part of the Town of Braintree. That town objected to the purchase and.
referred the matter to the General Court. In 1712 the Court awarded M lton

and Braintree each fifteen hundred acres. The focus of settlement in Mlton
cane to be called Scott's Wods, after, according to oral history, a famly
named the Scotts lived inthe area inthe early 18th century.

The sons of Manasseh Tucker and Sarmuel Miller initiated the settlement of
Scott's Wbods with the establishment of their dairy and produce farms.
According to the Town Reports Samuel Tucker's house had been built by April
1713 when Hillside Street was laid out. This house is the eastern section of
the Samuel Tucker House (MP #103; MC #C 81; Photograph #4), ca. 1713-1760,
which evolved over the three generations that i tremined in the Tucker

Fam ly. Sarmuel Miller, Jr. built his house several years later on the site of
the present Stephen Miller House. The siting of the two houses at the front
of large tracts of land along the road set the pattern for the devel opnent of
Hillside Street. Sections of both of these propertieswere part of the |ast
farms inthe Scott's Wods Historic District, providing grazing pastures for
dairy herds through the 1940s.

In 1713, to make Scott's VWods accessible for settlement. Hillside Street,
so-named because i tran by the side of the Blue Hills, was formally laid out
from the brook south of Sanuel Tucker's house (today's Cook's Brook) by the

site of the Miller House and then north to Pleasant Street. In 1734 it was
extended further southwest to the Stoughton (now Canton) border. In 1805 with
the constructionof the Blue Hill Turnpike (now Randol ph Avenue) over it s

northern section from the Miller House to Pleasant Street, Hillside Street
achieved itspresent form [East Wy, shown on the Assessor's Mp as Brook

(continued)
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Lane (today an undevel oped, overgrown path) was developed i ntheearly 1700s
to connect thefirst stage of Hillside Street toBraintree. Near this
intersection, on or near thesite of thepresent Copeland Barn, theWhite/WId
Tavern was built during the 1700s t oprovide food and lodging for travellers.
Forest Street was laid out during themd-1700s t o connect the second stage of
Hillside Street with Braintree. Harland Street, running between Hillside
Street and Canton Avenue, was not developed until themd-19th century, over a
former footpath toa grist and saw mill.

By t heend of theColonial period, one of Mlton's three schools was |ocated
within thedistrict, early evidence of thesignificance of the Scott's Véods
area totheTown. The first school house was |ocated opposite the intersection
of Harland Street with Hillside Street. 1 n1862 i t was noved across the

street and converted into thedwelling of Luther Ford, today a significantly
altered, noncontributing building i nthedistrict. The second and |ast

school house was closed i n1922. The Forbes-Bourne House was built onits
foundations i nca. 1925.

Bet ween 1720 and 1770 t he French famly settled i nScott's Wods and
constructed the French-Bronsdon House (MNP #113; MHC #C-86), ca. 1720-1770.

The house i sprimarily associated with theBronsdon famly, prosperous

farmers, who owned t he approximately fifty-acre honestead from ca. 1815 to the
early 20th century, as well as large tracts of land abutting the district

along Harland Street.

While thecenter hall, Georgian plan was introduced in M lton by 1740 on
Milton Hill, itdid not reach theoutskirts of theTow until theend of the
Colonial period. The Stephen Miller House (MNP #101; ML #C 91; Photograph
#5) was built ca. 1770 after fire destroyed the Sanuel Miller, Jr. Housei n

1770.  The Stephen Miller House with its Georgian detail i sa substantial
dwelling for itstime and place, indicatingthat theMller famly had becone
successful farmers. | nfact when Sarmuel Miller, Jr. died i nl1761, he was one

of thewealthiest nen in M lton with extensive real estate holdings that he
both farmed and | eased. His son, Stephen Miller (1727-1817), followed the
practices of his father, including serving as Mlton's Representative to the
General Court and as one of the Town's Selectnen. However, on t he eve of the
Revolution he took theside of theloyalists and was forced toleave Mlton
for Canada. The property continued i nagricultural use and by thelate19th
century had becone part of "Fone Farm" t he 300-acre dairy farm of Henry
Russell that extended from Hillside Street t o Canton Avenue on which themin
house was located. The Stephen Miller House was rented tolocal farmers until

(continued)
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the early 1970s when sections of "Hone Farni were devel oped. Only three
houses from this subdivision, 23, 35, and 47 Hillside Street, intrude uponthe
district and theMiller House on over an acre of [and continues tooccupy a
significant position at thecorner of Hillside Street and Randol ph Avenue,
serving as an introduction totheScott's Wods District.

The Sanuel Tucker, French-Bronsdon and Stephen Miller Houses are significant
not only for their documentation of theearly settlement patterns of Scott's
Wods, but as part of a small group of well-preserved center-chimey and
center-hall dwellings from theColonial periodinMlton. The Sanuel Tucker
House i salso significant for itslate First Period interior features.

Federal Period (1775-1830)

Scott's Wbods continued t obe settled by independent farmers during this
period. The bakery business was introduced inMlton with a concentration of
the activity i nthe Scott's Wods area, presunably encouraged byt he
availability of grain and dairy products from t henei ghborhood's farms.
Joining theTuckers and Bronsdons were t he Thayers and Kennedys, who
established significant honesteads along Hillside Street. Today, the Bezer
Thayer House (MNP #114; MHC #C 85; Photograph #6), ca. 1798, and 19th century
barn and t he Artenus Kennedy House (MW #111, ML #GC 87; Photograph #7) and
19th century Kennedy Barn (MNP #110; MC #C-412), located at the intersection
of Forest and Harland Streets, respectively, provide an i mportant central
focus for the district.

Bezer Thayer (1768-1812) arrived i nScott's VWods from Braintree by 1798 and
established an approximately fifty-acre farm ranging along both sides of
Hillside Street. The Jason Thayer House (MW #117, M{ #C-96), ca. 1809, and
the Thayer House (M #115; MLC #C-413), ca. 1850, areprimarily significant
as secondary dwellings on theThayer farm A fourth Thayer dwelling existed
at one time onthesite of thepresent Thurber House at thecorner of Hillside
and Harland Streets. Although gradually reduced i nsize, thefarmreminedi n
Thayer family possession until 1963. | n 1879 Henry Thayer (1827-1922),
established a floriculture business on thefarm raising flowers andplants
along side vegetables, corn and pigs. Today, the Thayer honestead continues
to be thesite of anursery and thebarn i sused t oshelter horses andstore
agricultural supplies.

In ca. 1820 Artenmus Kennedy, a baker from Westford, bought approximtely 55
acres of land i nScott's Wods district for a dairy farm and set up baking

(continued)
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operations inthe cellar of his new y-built house. Witten sources also state
that he had a bakery building to the east of his house where he enpl oyed many
wor krmen.  However, the brick fireplace and raised brick floor inthe cellar of
the house are the only remains of the bakery, which continued i noperation
until at least md-19th century. The house and dairy farmremained inthe
Kennedy family possession until the death of WIliam Kennedy i n 1907. Dairy
operations continued until 1910 under the nane of Chestnut G ove Farm

The Bezer Thayer and Artenus Kennedy Houses, the only two Federal dwellings
within the district, are part of a small group of well-preserved Federal
dwellings inMlton. The Kennedy House i s one of Mlton's only three
brick-end houses dating to this period.

The Tucker famly was also involved in the bakery business. Samuel Tucker |11
(d. 1843) operated a bakery on the site of the present Hunt-Chaddock House, at
that time part of the Tucker homestead. Sanuel's brother, Nathaniel Tucker
(d. 1832), established a bakery next door on the Stephen Miller honestead,

whi ch he bought at the end of the 18th century.

Early Industrial Period (1830-1870)

By 1840 the forty-acre Samuel Tucker Farm had been bought and divided by
Charles Hunt and his brother-in-law, Samuel Cook. Hunt received the Samuel
Tucker House and Cook built a new house next door. The Samuel Cook House (M¥P
#105; ML G92; Photograph #8), located on a knoll, an elevated position

t hought nost proper for a Greek Revival dwelling, introducedthe side-hall
plan to Scott's Whods. The property eventually was passed down to Hunt's
grandson, Edward Ford, who worked i tas a dairy farm through the 1940s. Ford
also came into possession of the homestead of his father, Luther Ford. VWhile
the significantly altered Scott's Wods School house/Luther Ford House, ca.
1770/ 1852, is a noncontributing resource inthe district, the 19th century
Cook- Ford Barn (MW #108; MC #C-411) is contributory. Because of the wooded
nature of the area. Ford also drove his mlk cows down to graze inthe salt
mar shes al ong the Neponset River, possibly following the custom of his
forebearers. After Ford's death inthe early 1950s, the farmwas subdivided
in the rear with single-famly residences that abut the district today along
Ford Ranch Road, nared after Edward Ford. However, the Samuel Cook House with
two barns, chicken coop and carriage shed remain today surrounded by 1.89
acres of open field fronting on Hillside Street and is significant as a
largely intact 19th century farmstead. During the 1920s and 1930s a

cobbl estone garage was added to both the Samuel Tucker and Saruel Cook

(continued)
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properties. Built from local fieldstone by Alvah Snow a neighboring farmer
who lived just outside the district, the garages are distinctive when conpared
to the majority of the wood-sheathed garages. N further buildings built by
Show have been documented either within the district or elsewhere in Mlton.

Charles Hunt owned and worked the Sanuel Tucker Farmuntil his death in 1896
at which time i t passed to his daughter, Lycena Hunt Chaddock. Wien the
former Tucker bakery building was destroyed by fire in 1887, the present
Hunt - Chaddock House (MW #102; ML #C 402) was constructed as a secondary
famly dwelling in 1888 by J. Stuart. Little informationis known about
Stuart. I n 1911 the Tucker farmwas sold to Alnond Qushee, a milk dealer. He
sold the Tucker House and about two acres of land to Frank Trevor Hogg, a
local architect, while he lived in the Hunt-Chaddock House until 1972, |easing
the back fifteen acres to Edward Ford as grazing land. Today the former
twenty-acre Sanuel Tucker farm i s again under the ownership of one famly with
the back fifteen acres that abut the district | et unused as open field.

In 1844 George Hunt, Charles' brother, bought six and one-half acres of |and
for farmng at the corner of Hillside and Forest Streets. The George Hunt
House (MY #129; ML #C 414), 1844, and the Kennedy-Johnson House (M¥P #119;
MC #C 98; Photograph #9), ca. 1840-1860, a secondary dwelling for the Artenus
Kennedy famly, are classic carpenter Geek Revival houses, |ocated across the
street from each other, occupying key positions at the intersection of
Hillside Street with Forest Street. The Kennedy-Johnson House withits
recessed, pedinented entrance is the best detailed and preserved of the three
side-hall houses inthe district, and of itstype in Mlton.

During this period Charles Copeland, a farmer, settled on the property at the
corner of Hillside Street and Randol ph Avenue, opposite the Stephen Miller
House, initially occupying the former Wiite/WIld Tavern (no |onger extant).

By the 1870s the Copeland family began bottling cider at a cider mill (no

| onger extant) on Hillside Street. The Copeland bottling business continues
to this day on property abutting the district on Randol ph Avenue, although the
product has changed from cider to Pepsi-Cola. n Hillside Street, while the
present Copel and House, built 1in 1963, is a noncontributory, although

conpl enentary, resource inthe district, the 19th century Copeland Barn (MP
#104; MC #C 405) contributesto the rural presence of the road.

During the late 18th and first half of the 19th century, six additional
farmhouses were built along Hillside Street. Four of these houses, the Joseph

(continued)
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Caswel | House (MP #132; ML #C-416), ca. 1780; theArtemus Cook House (MW
#122; M #C-102), ca. 1830; t he Sarmuel Hol mes House (MAP #126; MHC #C-93),
ca. 1830; and t he Syl vanus S mmons House (MW #134; MHC #C-94), ca. 1846,
along with thecontributing 19t hcentury barns on thelatter threeproperties,
are significant as thehonesteads of nodest, independent farmers. The S mmons
dwelling was built on thesite of the18th century house of Sally Hunt
Sanpson, aunt of Charles and Thomas Hunt. | n 1845 Polly Sanpson S mmons
inherited thedwelling and sixteen acres of land from her nother. Her
husband, Sylvanus Sinmmons, a carpenter by training, built thepresent house.
At theend of the 19t hcentury eight acres were taken by eminent domain byt he
State for inclusion i nthenew y-created Blue Hills Reservation. Today, the
S mmons as well as the Caswell and Hol mes Houses continue tobe |ocated on
large tracts of land, thelargest i nthedistrict, ranging from sixto
fourteen acres, with approximately their late 19th century boundaries. The
Caswel I boundaries may date totheoriginal honestead, with theexception of
the acre of land carved out at thefront of theproperty i n1927 for t he Page
House (MWP #133; MHC #C-417). The other two houses, theNathaniel F Safford
House (MW #106; MHC #C-90), ca. 1800, and t he Ml ntyre House (MW #121; MC
#G 100; Photograph #10), ca. 1840-1850, were built as tenant farmhouses by
weal thy |andowners, who lived outside of theScott's Vdods area.

Late Industrial Period (1870-1915)

Scott's Wdods continued as a farmng area until theend of this period when
the gentrification of local farmsteads began. The WIIliam Boden House (MWP
#123; ML #C-103), ca. 18701 t hepreviously-mentioned Hunt-Chaddock House (M¥P
#102; MHC #C-402), 1888; and t he George Russell | (MW #125; M #C 107;

Phot ograph #10) and t he George Russel | | | House (MW #124; MHC #C-419), 1871,
and their contributing barns aresignificant as.late 19th century nodest
vernacul ar honesteads. Boden was a butter dealer. The Russell houses were
built as tenant farmhouses and part of very small group of houses with Mansard
roofs in Mlton.

A major new farm was established i n1872 by Peter Mlntyre on 127 acres that
he |eased from a wealthy Boston |andowner. The cow farm incorporatedthe
previously nmentioned Mclntyre House and barn, as themain house, the

Kennedy- Johnson House as a secondary dwelling and a second Mclntyre Barn (MWP
#130; MHC #C-415), today located across thestreet on the Canpbell property
that was at one time part of theMlntyre farm Mlntyre was primarily a
cattle dealer, i nthebusiness of buying and selling mi|lk cows. H drove his

(continued)
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herds to and from the Brighton market by way of Harland Street and Canton
Avenue. Heretired in 1907 and by 1915 the farm had been converted into a
country estate, as discussed bel ow.

During this period Walter Cook, am |k and ice dealer, gave his nane to Cook's
Brook, that continues to flow byhis former house, the previously-mentioned
Nat haniel F. Safford House, which he |eased from the Safford fam ly. During
the late 19th century there were several ice businesses in Mlton. GCook
initiated the business in Scott's Wods, |ocatinghis ice houses (no |onger
extant) at Cook's Brook and Hillside Pond, located just outside the district
in the Blue Hills Reservation. In 1885 Cook's three thousand tonsof
"mountain ice" were in great demand in M lton and Dorchester. The Farrington
fam |y, who owned the previously-mentioned Caswell House from 1896 to 1968
also nade use of the fresh water streams of the Blue Hills for their bottled
Blue Hills Spring Water Conpany. The wells and punp house are |ocated outside
the district at the foot of Chickataubut Hill onRandol ph Avenue.

Finally, the Forbes family, apromnent Milton Hill famly since the days of
the China trade in the early 19th century, becarme one of the nost extensive

| andowners in the Scott's VWods area at the end of this period and continued
to be sothroughout the Early Mddern Period. In ca. 1910 WAl d Forbes bought
the Artemus Kennedy homestead. His famly held the property until the

m d-1980s, gradually subdividing the agricultural land in the rear of the
house, abutting the district, in the years since World Vér [I. Next door, he
bought and rebuilt the Jerem ah Tucker House (MP #109; MHC #C-88), in 1909
after the fire. In ca. 1915 Forbes purchased the French-Bronsdon honestead on
whi ch he established his country estate in anew y-built house outside of the
district. In the md-1960s his fam |y subdivided nmost of the land surrounding
the main house along a newroad, Parkwood Drive. In the md-1980s i t sold the
French-Bronsdon House and several adjoining lots along Hillside Street. Only
three houses (162 and 174 Hillside Street and 7 Parkwood Drive) from the
subdivi sions of the French-Bronsdon homestead intrude upon the district, and
all are compatible in style, setback and materials to the district's historic
dwel Iings.

In 1908 Edith Forbes Webster, Waldo's sister, and her family established a
dom nant presence at the southwestern end of the district, which continuesto
this day. I'n that year she bought the Sanuel Hol mes property, whose

sout hwestern boundary abutted a large tract of land that she had inherited
from her grandfather. Webster also bought the CGeorge Russell | House onthe
northeastern boundary of the Hol nes property and rented it for many years to

(continued)
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the caretaker of her brother's estate. |In 1908 her son, Kenneth GT  Webster,
bought the Sylvanus S mmons House across the street from the Hol mes House. In

1909 he saved the Bernard Capen House from demolition by noving i t from
Dorchester to the rear of the Holmes property. The Hol mes, Capen and S rmmons
Houses as wel| as the undevel oped tract of |and abutting the Hol mes property
remain i n the possession of Webster's descendants today.

The Bernard Capen House (MP #127; MC #GC 82; Photographs #1, 2, 3, and
Attachment #A) ca. 1658, is cited as an outstanding surviving exanple of a
First Period house by Abbott Lowell Qummings in his 1979 book, The Framed
Houses of Massachusetts Bay. 1625-1725. Specifically, he nmentions three of
its present features. The principal and common rafter constructionis
characteristic of East Anglian building practices. Qummings suggests that
both the Capen and Pierce (still located in Dorchester) Houses were built by
the same carpenter, possibly John Whipple, wo cane from one of the eastern
counties of England. Qummings traces the common use of gable overhangs
decorated with pendant brackets in the later 17th century to the md-century
Capen and pierce Houses. Surviving the Capen House, although without the
brackets, is the framed overhang in the northwestern gable. Finally, inhis
di scussion of the enbellishment of the interior frames, he states that the
Capen House is one of three houses which display the rare cyma profile chanfer
on itsexposed interior posts and beams. The Capen House is the ol dest house

in Milton. MWhile not original to the Milton site, i twas built at a time when
Milton was still part of Dorchester. O the three pre-1700 houses in M lton,
the Capen House is the best preserved. |t continues to stand on a rural site,
little changed from 1909. | t thus fulfills National Register Criteria

Consideration B and E

Early Modern Period (1915-1932)

The transition from an agricultural to residential neighborhood continued
during this period. A number of Colonial Revival country houses were designed
to conplement the rural |andscape, although not part of working farns.
Menbers of several promnent M lton business and professional famlies noved
to the area along side the Fords, Russells and Thayers, who continued to

mai ntain dairy and produce farns.

The nost notable country estate to be establishedwithin the district was
“Notlim Farm¥ (Milton spelled backwards) owned by Hugh Gal | agher (1855-1931).
Gal l agher was President of the Walter Baker Chocol ate Conpany, a
Dorchester/M Iton firm of world reputation. The Colonial Revival main house,

(continued)
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the Hugh Gallagher House (MP #120; MC #C99), 1915, as well as thethree
former farmhouses: theMlntyre House, renovated as thecaretaker's cottage
and connected by anell tothebarn; and t he Kennedy-Johnson and Jason Thayer
Houses. used as residences for chauffers and other estate enployees. Also
part of theestate was the Frederick Chase House (MW #118; MHC #C-97), built
ca. 1912 for Gallagher's daughter upon her marriage. Located on this property
today i stheprivate bowling alley, an unique building inMlton, built by
Gal l agher i nca. 1920 for theenjoyment of his famly and friends. Upon

Gal l agher's death i n1931, theestate was broken up into separate parcels and
continues so today. However, visually theformer Mclntyre farm Gallagher
estate remains intact i ntheabsence of further residential development and i s
a dom nant presence i nthecenter of thedistrict at theintersection of
Forest and Hillside Streets.

Nat haniel M Safford, Sr., a promnent M lton Hill lawyer, inherited fromhis
father a large tract of land on Hillside Street around the previously'
mentioned Nathaniel F Safford House and built several houses on his landi n
the early 20th century. Contributing tothedistrict are the Safford-Ames
House (MAP #107; MHC #GC 410; Photograph #12), ca. 1912, initially built for
nenbers of the Safford famly as one of thefirst of thecountry houses, and
the Nathaniel M Safford. Jr. House (MW #112; MC #C-95), built i n1918 f or
Safford's son by Arthur H Tucker.

Arthur H Tucker (1865-1931) was one of M lton's nmost promnent early 20th
century builders, and president of thefirm that was begun by his father i n
the md-19th century. He was a direct descendant of the previously-mentioned
Manasseh Tucker, who initiated theannexation of Scott's VWods t o M |ton.
Tucker was active i ntown affairs serving as Selectman and Library Trustee.
While thefull body of Tucker's residential work inMlton has not been
docunented, thehouses that have been identified were built primarily i n the
Colonial Revival style with sinple details. Mre representativeof his work
than t he English Revival Safford, Jr. House i sthe Colonial Revival Thurber
House (MW #116, MHC G #148) t helast of thecountry houses tobe built i n the
district and completed i n1932, just after Tucker's death. Typical of nany of
the country houses built i ntheBlue Hills area of Milton i ntheearly 20th
century i sthedesign of theThurber House with two primary facades, one
facing theBlue Hills and one facing thedriveway. James Thurber was an

engi neer, theson of WIlliamThurber, who preceded Gallagher as President of
the Walter Baker Chocolate Conpany.

(continued)
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Two years earlier, Frank Trevor Hogg, who had bought t he Sanuel Tucker House,
was conmi ssioned by Dr. Philip Grabfield, a promnent medical doctor who
taught at Harvard Medical School, todesign his new house. The Grabfield
House (MAP #128; MHC #C-106), 1930, with it sstucco sheathing and crow-step
gables was influencedby the Scottish country houses of both Hogg's and Ms.
Grabfield' s ancestral hone. Hogg, who lived inMlton from 1926 t o 1943,
designed theGrabield House at t hebeginning of his architectural career. No
further informationon Hogg or houses designed by hi mhas been found.

Finally, when the Scott's Wods school was closed i n1922, Henry Forbes,

Wal do's cousin, bought theland which abutted his estate on it snorthwestern
boundary. He conmi ssioned George Shepard tobuild the Forbes-Bourne House
(MP #131; ML #C-101), ca. 1925 on thefoundations of theol d school house.
CGeorge Shepard, a partner i ntheBoston architectural firm Shepard and
Stearns, lived inMIlton fromca. 1903 tohis death i nthe 1950s. He
contributed a nunber of important buildings toM lton and his best wark
includes nore el aborate Col oni al Revival designs than that of t he nodest

For bes- Bourne House, which i sstill i nthepossession of theForbes famly
today. Shepard's residences include theGeoffrey Whitney estate house, named
Wnter Valley, (1921) and t he Francis Coolidge summer house (ca. 1918). Hi s

institutional buildings include The Milton Club (1913), Ware Hall - Milton
Acadeny (1917), Colicott Public Elementary School (1929) and the M Iton
Vénen's Club (1930). | n 1917 he designed theAdm nistrationBuilding of the

Wal ter Baker Chocolate Conpany | ocated i n Dorchester.

Since 1932, and particularly after Wrld War I, sone of theagricultural |and
in theScott's Wods area has been developed with standard, suburban Col oni al
Revival houses. Wiile conpatible tothepre-1932 houses i nstyle, materials
and setback, they nevertheless lack thefeeling andrelation totheland that
the farm and country houses have. Despite this devel opment, the semrural

| andscape along Hillside Street has remained intact. As a distinct section of
Milton, the Scott's Wods Historic District continues torepresent and present
a significant aspect of Milton's agricultural and architectural history.

Archaeol ogical Significance

Since patterns of prehistoric occupation inMlton arepoorly understood, any
surviving sites would be significant. Sites i nthis area cancontribute toa
better understanding of thesettlement and subsistance system relationships
between sites |located on mgjor riverine drainages like the Neponset River,
maj or ponds such as Ponkapoag Pond and interior upland tributary streans of

(continued)
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these areas which includes thedistrict locale. Sites i nthis area can also
help better understand thelocal significance of regionally important sites
like theMassachusetts Hornfels Braintree Slate Quarry located near t he
district and ontheNational Register of Historic Places.

Hi storic archaeol ogical remains described above have thepotential to help
docurent thesocial, cultural and econonic patterns that characterizedthe
Scott's Vwods area of Milton as i t changed from arural agricultural area to a
semrural residential neighborhood. Structural remains i nthedistrict can
hel p docurment thelocation of buildings within thedistrict while no |onger
survive including several comercial enterprises rare i nthedistrict today.
Detailed analysis of occupational related features associated with existing
and no longer extant structures can provide valuable insightsintothe
inhabitants of thedistricts farmstands, residences and businesses. Analysis
of occupational related features and potential remins at theRussell Houses
and possibly others may contribute towards a better understanding of .the
relationship between tenant farmers and owners andthedifferences between
tenant farmers and resident/owner farmers. TheRussell houses and probably
others i nthearea were built as tenant farnmhouses.

(end)
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Qumm ngs, Abbott Lowell. The Framed Houses of Massachusetts Bay.
1625-1725. Canbridge, MX Harvard University Press, 1979.

Deed and Probate Records, Norfolk County, Dedham M\

Ham | ton, Edward Pierce. AMHistory of Milton. Mlton: Mlton
Historical Society, 1957.

Massachusetts Historical Commission. Historic and Archaeol ogical
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Papers of Kenneth G T. Wbster: Myving of t he Capen House (Private
Collection i nCapen House)

Teele, Albert K TheHistory of Milton. Massachusetts: 1640-1887.
Boston: Rockwell andChurchill Press, 1887.

Town Assessor's Records (M lton Town Hall)

Town Atlases: 1876, 1896, 1907 and 1917 (M lton Town Hall)
Town Directories (M lton Public Library)

Town Reports, 1662-1729 (Milton Public Library)

(end)

10. GEOFAPH CAL DATA

UM Ref er ences cont.,

5 19 328380 4676520 12) 19 327900 4676240
6) 19 328440 4676400 13) 19 328000 4676360
7) 19 328360 4676320 14) 19 327940 4676500
8) 19 328260 4676340 15) 19 328160 4676640
9) 19 327860 4676000 16) 19 328200 4676600
10) 19 327660 4676120 17) 19 328600 4677000
11) 19 327840 4676300 18) 19 328580 4677100

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundaries of the Scott's VWods Historic District i soutlined on the
attached assessor's naps (6sheets). Thedistrict extends approximtely 1.1
mles along Hillside Street fromits intersection with Randol ph Avenue t o the
Blue Hills Reservation border. Included are two properties on Forest Street
at itsintersectionwith Hillside Street. The boundary generally followsthe
rear lot lines of theproperties, except forlot 2A onMyp N 11which excludes
the portion of thelot which has been commercially devel oped.

(continued)
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Boundary Justification

The boundaries of the Scott's VWods Historic District were drawn t o include
the concentration of significant 18th, 19th and early 20th century dwellings
and barns that reflect theTown of Mlton's agricultural and architectural
history. The boundaries were drawn t o exclude thepost-Wrld Vér | |
residential and conmmercial devel opment on t henorthwest and southeast.

(end)
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The nomi nation has been voted eligible bythe State Review Board and have been
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. QOaners were notified of

pending State Review Board consideration30-75 days before t heneeting and
were afforded the opportunitytoconment. Comnments received todateare

attached t othenomnation form «
Sincerely, *
Betsy friedberg O

National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

Encl osure J>

cc: Ester Jepson, Chairperson, M Iton Historical Comm ssion ..
Edith Clifford, Preservation Consultant
Chairman, M Iton Board of Selectnen i
M lton Public Library

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617)727-8470

f ' N8-. Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, S¥adary



