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Located on the south side of the 500 block of Flint Avenue is the W.E. Smith House,
a two story brick house built c.1860.

Constructed of common bond brickwork, the Smith House is five bays wide
and two bays deep with an interior end east chimney and a central west chimney.
A one story wing occurs on the rear and appears to be original, however this
section does not have the prominently bracketed eaves found on the two story
portion. An unpedimented, one bay, central porch with square columns shelters
the trabeated side and transom lighted door. This porch, according to oral
tradition, replaced one that extended across the front.

In plan the central hall, with oval curved mahogany staircase, gives access
to the two main rooms on the first floor. The original mantels (found in all
rooms except one which has been replaced by a Neo-classical style mantel) have
strong pilaster supported plain freizes and simple shelves. Slightly pedimented
dog-eared door and window trim is found throughout. The original wide flooring
is still extant. The second floor follows the same detail and plan arrangement
as the first floor.

There are no extant outbuildings, however originally there was at least
a kitchen in the rear ‘yard.
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The W.E. Smith House, ¢.1860, said to be the first brick residence in
Albany, is currently used as the Albany Area Museum,

Built by Captain William E. Smith in 1860 for his bride Caroline Williams,
the Smith House is a locally outstanding mid-nineteenth century structure. Arch-
itecturally, the house ties the classical symmetry and severity of form with the:
progressive additions of bracketing and innovative technical advances. This
property had the first private waterworks for a residence in Albany. According
to local tradition, Captain Smith had a well drilled and water was pumped into
the house, even to an upstairs bedroom.

Captain Smith, born in Augusta but moved to Albany at an early age, became
a lawyer and solicitor of the Southwest Circuit before the Civil War. 1In 1862 .
he was made commanding officer of the Albany Guards. He lost a leg in the Battle
. of King's School House the same year and returned home to the practice of law.
He served eight years in the U.S. Congress during Reconstruction and from 1886-7,

he served in the Georgia Legislature.

In 1960, a grandson of the original builder made a gift of the house through the
Junior League of Albany for its use as a Junioxr Museum. Portions of the museum
display include Indian relics and artifacts from the Flint River area, a collection
of native rocks, as well as revolving displays.
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PHOTOGRAPHS

W.E. SMITH HOUSE, ALBANY, DOUGHERTY CO., GA.

Photographs taken by Jean K. Buckley, Winter 1975-6

1. Front facade; photograph facing southwest.
2. Central Hall stair.

3. Mantelpiece.



