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2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
photo number 

R o l l 18 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 

, other buildings. Indicate north. 

In Area no. Form no. 
33-A 

1. Town Wopcester 

Address 

Name 

14.70 West Boylston S t , 

Greendale Brauich L i b r a r y 

Present use l i b r a r y 

Present owner C i t y of Worcester 

3. Description: 

Date 1913 

Source cornerstone 

ĝ ŷ g elements of Spanish Mission 
M c i u a Briggs of Fros t ," 

Architect Briggs & Chamberlain 

Exterior wall fabric br i ck 

Outbuildings (describe) none 

Other features limestone t r i m , entry 

wi th neo-Renaissance frame, t i l e 

roof 

Altered_ 

Moved 

no 

no 

Date 

Date 

O T r A - 5. Lot Size Assessor ' s Book 12, p . 10 
i q / z . 6 9 Z V q t e 7 9 m 1 1 - 2 5 , 2 0 7 sq . f t . 

One acre or less X' Over one acre 
t — 

160' Approximate frontage 

Approximate distance of building from street 

35: 
6. Recorded by B . R . P f e i f f e r 

Organization WogCy Heritage P r e s . Soc• 

Date January I978 

(over) 

M-7-77 



7, Original owner (if known)_ 

Original use 

C i t y o f Worces ter 

b r a n c h l i b r a r y 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Mil i tary 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
Designed by Lucius Briggs while he was a member of the f i r m of Frost, ^ 

Briggs and Chamberlain, the Greendale Brsinch Library i s a one-storey 
b r i c k structure set on a high basement and enclosed by a t i l e r o o f . 
Bearing elements of Spanish Mission style architecture, the building's 
symmetrical facade i s dominated by a proj e c t i n g c e n t r a l p a v i l i o n . Centered 
on the p a v i l i o n i s a carved stone doorway faamed by Corinthian p i l a s t e r s 
surmoxinted by cnnsoles and a semi-circular pediment. Elsewhere the b u i l d i n g 
i s decorated by geometric brickwork and limestone trimmings, A plaque 
on the e x t e r i o r records the donors of the sifee as "the Manufacturers of 
Greendale," including the Allen-Higgins Wall Paper Corapany, Norton 
Company, Osgood Bradley Car Company, Norton Grinding Company, the Heald 
Machine Company, 0,S, Walker Company, Morgan Spring Company, Young Brothers, 
and Worcester Pressed Steel Gompany, 

In 1859 the c i t y of Worcester opened i t s f i r s t public l i b r a r y ; the 
bulk of books i n the o r i g i n a l c o l l e c t i o n came from thijee sources, the 
former Worcester Lyceum, the Young Men's Library Association, and a g i f t 
of 7,000 voltjraes from Dr, John Green, Although a main libjstary was 
established on Elm Street, no branch l i b r a r i e s existed i n ou t l y i n g areas 
of the c i t y p r i o r to I9II4-. In 1895 a delivery point was established i n 
Greendale at a store where books were delivered once a week. By 1898 
t h i s system had proven i t s e l f successful and seven new delivery points 
were established. In 1908 a movement was begun to establish branch 
l i b F a r i e s , Around 1912 the c i t y was given $75,000 by Andrew Carnegie 
to allow the construction of three branch l i b r a r i e s , of which the Green­
dale Branch was one, (The other two were b u i l t at 812 Mi l l b u r y Street 
and 705 Southbridge Street,) Cornerstones i86r the three 
l a i d on March 17, 1913. 
10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 

early maps, etc,) 

buildings were 

Worcester H i s t o r i c a l Society, Biography 
a r t i c l e describing Briggs's designs) 

Nutt, C, History of Worcester, v o l , I I , 

f i l e (Lucius Briggs, 1930 

pp. 779-781 (photo). 
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