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FORM B BUILDING In Area no. Form no.
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 33-A
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston
1. Town W opcester
Address 1470 West Boylston St,
Name Greendale Brauich Library
Present use |ibrary

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
photo number
Present onmna City of Worcester

3. Description:
Date 1913
Source cornerstone

Roll 18 . —
d¥y'g elements of Spanish Mission

Mciua Briggs of Frost,"”
4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect Briggs & Chamberlain
in relation to nearest cross streets and
, other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric brick

Outbuildings (describe) none

Other features limestone trim, entry
with neo-Renaissance frame, tile
r oof

Altered . no Date

Moved no Dae

OTrA- 5 Lot SzeAssessor's Book 12, p. 10
iq/z.69Z2Vgte79m 11-25,207 sqg. ft.
Ore acre or less X! Overoneacreﬁ

Approximate frontage 160’
Approximate distance of building from street
35:
6. Recordedby B.R. Pfeiffer
Organization WogCy Heritage Pres. Soce
Date January 1978

(over)

M-7-77



7, Original owner (if known)_ City of Worcester
Original use branch library
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community devel Opment Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

Designed by Lucius Briggs while he was a nenber of t hefirm of Frost, ~
Briggs and Chamberlain, theGeendale BrsinchlLibrary i s aone-storey
brick structure set on a high basement and enclosed by atile roof.
Bearing elenents of Spanish M ssion style architecture, the building's
symmetrical facade i s domnated by a projecting central pavilion. Centered
on the pavilion i s a carved stone doorway faamed by Corinthian pilasters
surnoxi nted by cnnsoles and a sem -circular pediment. Elsewhere the building
s decorated by geometric brickworkand|limestonetrimm ngs, A plaque
on the exterior records thedonors of thesifee as "the Manufacturersof
Greendal e, " includin? the Allen-Higgins Wal | Paper Corapany, Norton
Cbnﬁany, Osgood Bradl ey Car Conpany, Norton Grinding Conpany, the Heald
Machi ne Conpany, 0, S, Wal ker Conpany, Modrgan Spring Conpany, Young Brothers,
and Worcester Pressed Steel CGonpany,

In 1859t hecity of Wircester opened its first public library; the
bul k of books i n the original collection came fromthijee sources, the
former Worcester Lyceum the Young Men's Library Association, anda gift
of 7,000 voltjraes fromDr, John Green, Although amin libjstary was
established on El mStreet, no branch |ibraries existed i n outlying areas
of thecity prior tol9l4-. 1 nl1l895 a delivery point was establishedi n
Greendale at a store where books were delivered once a week. By 1898
this system had proven itself successful and seven new delivery points
were established. | n1908 a novenent was begun t oestablish branch
libFaries, Around 1912t hecity was given $/5, 000 by Andrew Carnegie
to allow t heconstruction of three branch libraries, of which the G een-
dale Branch was one, (Theother twowere built at 812 Mi|lbury Street
and 705 Sout hbridge Street,) Cornerstones i8r thethree pyjl|dings were
laid on March 17, 1913.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc,)

Worcester Historical Society, Biography file (Lucius Briggs, 1930
article describing Briggs's designs)
Nutt, G History of Worcester, vol, [, pp. 779-781 (photo)
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



