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In 1883, the prominent Minneapolis architect W.H. Hayes was commissioned 
by the Hamline University Board of Trustees to draw plans for a building 
to be erected on the newly chosen campus site. For the purpose of housing 
a library, college classrooms, and offices Hayes designed a Victorian Gothic 
building.

Old Main is a brick bearing wall structure with interior wood framing. 
It is three stories high on a high rusticated limestone basement. The 
principal facade of the building is five bays wide. The central bay is 
dominated by a four story tower with a spire. The dominant feature on the 
second level of the central bay is the wooden cantilevered oriel window 
containing a tripartite window arrangement. Decorative features in the 
oriel window consist of quatrefoil panels and a balustrade.

Building materials consist of cream colored brick with brown sand­ 
stone delineating belt courses at each story. The windows on the first 
story are capped with segmental arches. The windows on the second, third 
and tower stor4es are capped with pointed Gothic arches. The mansard roof 
is dormered and is covered with gray slate shingles.

The main recessed entry is through a brownstone Gothic arch supported 
by stone columns with foliate capitals. The capitals are of the Gothic 
bud motif.

The interior of the building is primarily devoted to office space. 
A two story auditorium is located on the second and third stories of the _ 
interior. The auditorium contains a small stage and balcony. The baleqny 
is supported by cast iron columns with foliate capitals. Although the 
floor and room arrangement have changed throughout the years interior 
decoration has been well maintained, including newell posts, door casings, 
and spindles. The building is in an excellent state of preservation.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Old Main is the oldest extant building associated with the one 
hundred twenty three year history of Hamline University and has been in 
continual use for over ninety years. In 1854 the school was founded in 
Red Wing, Minnesota. In 1871 an eighty acre tract of land on Snelling 
Avenue between St. Paul and Minneapolis was chosen as a new site for the 
Hamline University campus. The original five story Old Main building 
was dedicated in 1880 and became the location of the school's activities. 
In February of 1883 this building burned to the ground and was replaced 
later in the same year with the existing Old Main building.

Old Main is a three story brick building designed in the Victorian 
Gothic style by influential Minneapolis architect W.H. Hayes. Hayes is 
noted as a Church architect who developed the Akron plan for Church 
design in Minnesota. He was a disciple of the famous architect, Henry 
Hobson Richardson. Hayes 1 ;most notable works in the Twin Cities area 
are the First Congregational Church, Wesley Methodist Ctmrch, Calvary 
Baptist Church and the Scottish Rite Temple (Fowler Methodist Church) 
all in Maineapolis.
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